


24, The jails and dispensaries were also inspected at each of the above 
places, besides such of the registration offices as time permitted. Municipal 
matters were also looked into and the municipal offices gH T also made ~ 

a 


thorough inspections of the offices of the Managers of the Paigumberpur Ward’s 
estate in Darbhanga, the Deo Kumar and Dharm Kumar Ward’s estate in 
Shahabad, and of the Tikari 9-annas Ward’s estate at Gaya. 


IJ.—Co..ecrors. 


25. Patna.—The Collector, Mr. O’Donnell, inspected his office during the 
half-year ending 30th September 1894, but the second half-yearly inspection 
could not be made owing to bis sudden and serious illness. 

26, The Barh and Bihar subdivisional offices were each inspected by the 
Collector twice, viz., once in September and June, respectively, and again in 
December 1894. The Dinapore Cantonment Magistrate’s office was inspected 
in July 1894, and again in January 1895. 

27. Gaya.—Mr. Macpherson inspected the office at head-quarters twice 
during the year, viz., once 1n April and May, and again in October and Novem- 
ber 1894. He says that, satipelty speaking, the former inspection belonged to 
the previous year, but that he could not arrange a further inspection after the 
close of the touring season, as he was too busy ith matters connected with 
His Excellency’s visit to Gaya, and with the usual pressure of work after the 
touring season. He adds that any inspection would, moreover, have been 

uite superfluous, as the Commissioner thoroughly inspected every branch of 
the office in February. In this I agree, especially as another partial inspection 
of the office had been made by the Officiating Commissioner, Mr. Luttman- 
Johnson, in September. 
28. The several subdivisional offices were inspected as follows :— 


By Mr. Drake-Brockman. By Mr. Macpherson. 
Aurangabad ... In August 1894. In December 1894. 
Nawada wan Ditto x In January 1895. 
Jahanabad wae Ditto m In February ,, 


The Jahanabad office was only partially inspected at the second time in 
February 1895, as Mr. Macpherson was called in by me to Gaya for work 
on the Maintenance of Records’ Bill, and also for arrangements for the 
visit of His Excellency the Viceroy. 

29. Shahabad.—The head-quarters offices at Arrah were inspected by 
Officiating Collector, Mr. Oldham, in September 1894, and again by 
Mr. Marindin in March 1895. 

80. The several subdivisional offiges were thus inspected during the 
year :— 


By Mr, Oldham. By Mr. Marindin. 
28th July 1894. 

a ~ Se te «1th ‘March 1895. 
Sasaram de fe * 23rd July 1804. 


- * » January 1895. 

Bhabua Res .. 17th September 1894. Tth February 1896. 
31. Saran,—Mr, Slack held his first inspection of the offices at head- 

quarters in September 1894, and his second inspection in March 1895. 
32. He also inspected the subdivisional offices of his district, viz., Siwan 
in December 1894 and: January 1895, and Gopalganj in April 1894 and April, 


1895, which latter inspection, however, belongs, strictly speaking, to the current 


ear. 
‘ 33.  Champaran.—The offices at head-quuarters were twice inspected by 
Mr. Blyth in September and March 1894. 

34. The subdivisional office at Bettiah was also twice inspected by the 
same officer in the same months. 

35. Muzaffarpur—The Sadar offices were inspected by Mr. Lea in Sep- 
tember 1894 ant Mr. Hare in April 1895. : 
_ 86, The su ivisional offices at Hajipur and Sitamarhi were also twice 
—— during the year, viz., once in September .1894 by Mr. Lea, and again 
in March 1895 by Mr. Hare. aaa 








8/16 0 


0 {iw 0 
ol 9 












ere 
Pace 

































































; 
8. Ch. | 8, Ch. | 8. Ch, (8. Ch. |S. Ch |S Ch /3, On./8. OnJs, Ch )s. Ch.[¥, Cb |S, Ch. & Ch.|8, Oh JS Oke 
y 7s 
Tippora 0 0f ow of} oe]. | w 11 0/1010/8 8li7 6/00 ol o| .. | ~* 
, 
Noakhali 4.) 16 0 {15 7” 8/17 Ole 0 lis ‘i Fae Mae 
Chittagonge .. ow) os]. |. ll 8 il | 13 0 hte a a it see 
Red 
18 4; 18 0117 0 j 
7 | Patna bs 5 Wit. ait 9 paee ps + sm gi m0 om of 
Goya 8 01 13 0415 wl 12/3 8 Ws bars leo hen el a= 
Shahabad 13 0] 13.0115 0 jo olw v} .. | o18 0 ey pais bees bee 
| | 
1 0 16 0/5 0 for sofa of ofa ofa ohio og ohe o p29 | I, 
| | | | { 
Champaran 7 8 erected: aie ee ee eee tea pete 
|| Muraffarpur ...| 18 01 14 8 Rear Paks Re nie Se ha ant dantl 3 
Darbhanga 13 01 18 0/1814 {18 0 |25 0 10,8110 8 10 0 16 ha tes 
fan 
Monghyr 8B 8} 1440 ls 6 2 ‘i 2 2 0 hi oe 8) 8 iis sltas] .. | | 
! 
Bhogu'por 6 6) 16 6/14 8 [22 4 22 wt [17 103.04 3.24 fr 0 18 15 8 a5 hts 14 |. a 
Purnoa (Kasba;* 160/18 0] ww | ow | on 18 012 0] lan ola o = | 
Malda lle (Bagi 18 0/14 0 < ° | ial 12 0/9 0 is Oj 8 . | 
Sontbal Parga] 11 8! 11 8! 12 0 » JM Old of12 018 ols ola Bt. | od 
3 Cattaok =) 10.08) 1019, IB By ey ome | ees, ALB ADB OB i fe 7 eas 
. | | 
£ : ts | 
go Balasore 16 0) 16 0/160 |8 9/8 0/8 017 0117-0 fo pe ot ee 
” 
‘ ! 
mi 
Parl 10] 10 8laas | yd | o psoe hs aloe 2s Bi ng Se a 
“ouora Nagrce, 
gf] Hasaritage (100 10.0 1 O16 O18 415 0/8 0/8 0,8 O16 O17 BAA o 
nol 1 olw 8 
Lobardaga Waite. 016 0 die | “owe 
(Ranchi), 7 Oto7 Oto 7 4to ry 
} 10 0 1 0 
‘44 | Palaman =~] 35 8 Ae ih lac Pe eR. 
e ¥ 
"“ 
45 | Manbbum 434 | uo \. babi 





~% “46 |\singhvhum ... 


Moll4o |i2 0, 














30 025 020 0 uae 


4 4/16 4/15 8|18 4/18 4.19 0 


0/17 Of14 0/19 O19 8 





819 817 8 
! 4 
8 0)17 817 8 


6 0117 817 8 


‘90 
18 813 8 8 j20 sho o 


1815 
16 0/13 0 
oboe 8 0 (13 0 


aS olds 


lO it alii 


Biri or Kalai, 
(15 12/15 2 [1B 2 


15 0) 15 0 j13 0 
“4 Biri or 

14 Ofl4 O18 0 
wo 4 7 fe O08 








BENGAL—coneluded, 
Cb./8. bs, Ob 4s. Uns, Ch js. On 8, Oh. = Cb.JS Ch.) Re, a. [Rs a, : i AP. , 


R . ’ 
6 0/610/8 0; .. ost » 110 010 010 0/812 0 812 0 4 © 6] Tippera 


8 
we fw | oe | oe [10 010 0110 0/4 0 04 0.0/4 © 4 Noakhall, 





‘.. Rs 80 0} 90 0 10 12 J10 0 |, 8 0.810 0! Chittayony. 


O11 0/11 0,110,383 8 0.8 8-03 7 O Patna. 





021 021 0 0 0 130 0/130 1: 
0 


y if . 
4 {18 0/19 0 29 0 [21 0 140 0169 0160 O10 10 10 810 8/812 0 312 0} 3 LO Gaya. 


: 
o 


20-0 :120 0129 01120 ({11 0 11 0110 8 | 810 0/330 0 81 6} Shahabad, 


| 


0/21 0 0 19 8 160 01160 0160 O10 8 10 8 1012 812 0 312 01310 3} Saran, 


0 (26 0 [23 8 [24 4/17 8 180 04180 0180 ClO 8 10 8 10 8/312 0312 811 0) Champaran, 





tn: 8 |24 0 23 0/24 0117 0 160 oll60 0 ul fen ied tok 810 6) Muzaffarpur, © 


wed 
30 0 Ae clicck octgte ohe°wt $10 0/3 8 0.8 8 0) Darbhanga, 





{ | (1260), Y f;3 12 
0:19 8 119 8 j17 12 168 dhiaso{' to 10 8i10 gio 8/8 7 o370 * oj stoner 
{680 Us 


' 
| z 
4/29 0 22 ia 15 /18 15 [18 15 151 8151 + sg 11/10 11/1011 | 320 0310 Oo] g11 0 Bhagalpur, 
a 
16 O18 6 320 0320 0 10 0/10 0 310 6 310 0! Purnea (Kasba), | 35 







12 0jl1 0 160 0160 0 lo 0} 9 68 


ole 818 048 oh7 0120 o120 0120 o10°s ho sho o 


Malda 
ald Neier 





310 0810 01314 O'gouthel Pary 
7 0. 
1; 8 0) 3 8 6! Cuttack. 


03 7 018 8 O! Balasore. he 


03 403 8 6 Puri. al 


CHOTA NAGPUR 
8 018 016 0)15 O14 0116 0 \240 0 «240 80,8 0/8 O47 4 8 0/4 8 0) Havaribagh. 


~ 


d 
11 0 11 011 8 {220 0/120 0/130 0/10 12 10 12/10 8) 3 


x 


c 
+ | « 17 1°17 11512, 80 0 80 80 010 12 1012 1012) 3 


14 7 18 0 1810) 80 0! 80 80 O11 812 0112 0/3 








~ 
> 


: 10 0,6 8 {LO 0 : 
18 0/18 ole 0 ‘amaall | { too 160 0160 0] 9 8/9 8/9 0 
1289 U/130 


6 20 4] 16 14/16 14 14.10] ... on o» 19 0/8 7) 811 tee oe «» | Palamau, 


| 


os oe | 16 O16 016 0] .. we s+ /10 20 [10 10/10 0/8120 0/310 0/312 0} Manbhum, 


O14 4 O14 4 0] Lohardaga 
(Ranchi), 


12 0 {100 6/100 0/100 8 0/8 0/8 O14 6 4 6 0/4 6 O} Singhdbum. 





ove « [16 O16 0 





















1 seers and Jamui 10} seers, : ar: a ls 
ad cet rupee are :— af sr por ap Sua 
WP MEn “per rapes die oF Tf, jana Sie, Pour It sek, Godda ae | 
~ io Stabe eileen soRadaeapeaiagtae we. 
I salt is 9 soors seers per rupec. ‘ ty 
Published for eral information. 
Ae on 0. E. BUCKLAND, ¢ 


eee oe pray tans ~~ “S ee | 


25 0/30 


214 0/214 


-2 0 0] 210 0)* 


84 


44 0 110 





R.a.P.|RoaP, Roar, 


2120/2 11 02 60 











Uae Rae aE t" 
Hoe ely 


AP Ban) Ra?) Rs PR ay Ra vl ka, 











Kar) Rave) Raw | Raw) Roar] Rael KA 





AD eatin Pe ay 
10 0210 2 8 02702702 4 01213 0213 022 007 007 d06 v3 9 ‘eke ae : 


ee 

/ ee 

wo2soe2uo . A ~ | Jom fw [0 6 0 6006.68 6 3.8.0.3 9 OlSirnjganj, 
pqo2oqe2o . | . | [28028024004 604905 059055 4 0 Dem,  — 


3 0 of 840 050 3 8.0) Narayangenj. 


a “ a “a is ~ | m= [080060 \ |8 8 0810 O|Chittagong, — 


6 1 6 0114 0118 O1N 0112 00 5 Ofo & 05 OG 8:03 8.08.2, Omani 
| eri 
= = ~ ot alate bt ba 08037 08 8 0/8 8 Cuttack, 


ow ow ea 880380380 ., = ~ |8 708 7-08 8 0 






8208 4 







M4 61M 112 








Biri or kalai. 
10 0210 0138 0 


Chhola, 

10 0210 0) 214 
or kalai, : 

wari ow 








# ¥22 812 = my ~ {21.0218 0214 008 08 O08 O13 5 sods 3 dma 
> arr os 4 

0. E. BUCKLAND, 4 

Seoretary to the Govt. af Boxgai. ” 

a 








he 


FER TH OT RATES PRESS Ge. esac tes | 


‘SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, OCTOBER 9, 1895. 2987 


SUMMARY OF THE METEOROLOGICAL AND RAINFALL OBSERVATIONS 

TAKEN IN BENGAL, AND OF THE METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVA- 

_ TIONS TAKEN IN ASSAM, FOR THE WEEK ENDING, 8 a.u., SATURDAY, 
THE d5rn OF OCTOBER 1895. 


Towarns the ‘end of the previous week a low-pressuré area, which had been over the 
south of the Bay for some days, ead to develop into a disturbance of greater severity. 
The diffused depression had hitherto appe to be moving towards the Madras coast, 
and on the 29th September it showed no signs of changing its line of motion, The 
changes of pressure and of the wind circulation give little information as to what was “"™) 
going on in the centre of the Bay, but a rapid rise of pressure in the south of Burma | 
on the 29th led to much steeper gradients in the south and south-east. The stormy ~ 
weather beliind the depression was shown by the iacredsé of wind velocity at Diamond Island. 
It rose to an average of 26 miles an hour on the 29th, the highest. recorded during the 
present monsoon season. The depression was no doubt deepening near the centre, and the 
rapid rise in Burma was probably the cause, or at least the indication that it had begun 
to move with greater rapidity than had previously been the case. 4 

About that time a local disturbance caused a good deal of rain in the north-east of 
the province, where pressure was rising briskly, but to what it was due it is difficult 
to say—probably to the interaction of the changing winds set up by the increasing pressure. 
On the 29th very little rain was falling in any of the districts except North Bengal, 
but there general heavy rain fell, especially in the Rangpur district, where the falls varied 
from 1 to 5 inches. On the 30th a slight fall of pressure was shown over those parts, 
while elsowhere it rose moderately to rapidly. 

The rapid rise in the south-east of A Bay continued on the 30th, and the depression 
was much nearer the west coast, but moving in a more northerly direction. Winds from 
being north-easterly in the Circars had become north-west, and the centre of the disturbance 
appeared likely to cross the coast somewhere between False Point and Vizagapatam. There 
was still no indication of the depth of the depression, as pressure readings were within 04 
inch of the normal all round the cvast éxcept in the south of Burma, where there was excess 
of about ‘1 inch. On the Ist of October the centre was a little to the south-east of False 
Point, and it then appeared to be following a line curving to the east. As fhe depression 
approached the coast line, pressure fell rapidly—first at Gopalpur and False Point, and then 
over the whole of the north-west angle of the Bey and in Lower Bengal and Orissa. The 
rate of motion was much higher than usual, as the centre, from being to the south-oast of 
False Point at 8 a.m. onthe Ist, was near Saugor Island about 8 rt, and Narayanganj on 
the following mornning. The disturbance’ evidently developed after entering the north-west 
angle of the Bay, and also during the night of the 1st while passing over Lower Bengal. The | 
fall of pressure at Narayangapj on the morning of the 2nd was miorethan half an inch, and 
the changes were large not only in South-West and East Bengal, but also in the north-east 
augle of the Bay as far south as Akyab. 

Stormy weather accompanied the depression in its course over the Bay; and as the centre 
passed over the Sandheads, and very close to Saugor Island, the strength of the storm can 
readily be compared with what it was in Host Bongaland the north-east angle of the Bay on 
the following morning. It may have been aye due to the curved path taken by the storm 
centre that the winds attained to the strength they had at the mouth of the Megna and 
inland as far as Narayanganj, but the depression appears also to have deepened, as the 
lowest pressure on the lst was 29°443 inches at False Point, and at Narayanganj on the 2nd 
29°264, while over an area extending from Mymensingh to Chittagong and from Jessore to 
Comille the depth was as great as at False Point on the previous day. 

As the depression was moving very rapidly to the east, itsoon reached the hilly ground 
beyond East Bengal, and soon disappeared. On the morning of the 3rd the only trace of its 
existence was a rather rapid fall of pressure at Sibsagar and in Bihar, and a large defect over 
the whole of the province, The rise of pressure which followed the disturbance continued 
pore ae till the end of the week, and by that time readings were everywhere above the 
normal, 

During the passage of the depression across Lower Bengal heavy rain fell ; but as it 
moved quickly, and, as always happens when a storm goes eastward, the weather 
moderated very rapidly, the wef of rain was small compared with the intensity of the 
storm. It was only in East gal where general heavy rain fell. On the 2nd falls 
varied from 1 to 7 inches over the whole of Kast Bengal, and heavy falls were recorded in 
Tippera on the 3rd, the heaviest being 4 at Comilla and 6 inches at Agartala. Rainfall had 
almost entirely ceased in the western districts on the 8rd, and very little fell anywhere 
after the 3rd. 

Pressure.—During the first two days pressure changes were small, but on the approach 
of the depression on the Ist of October, a very rapid fall became general over Orissa, South 

al, and the north of the Bay. The subsequent rise was not so rapid, but it continued 
steadily, and by the end of the week the distribution had recovered, and readings were above 
the normal by small amounts increasing towards the north. As the defect in pressure 
continued for some days, mean pressure values for the week are all below the normal by 
amounts varying from ‘02 inch in Assam and Bihar to ‘1 inch in East Bengal. 
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derable excess in the south of the province, especially in Chota Nagpur and Souw:h-West 
Bengal. Mean temperature for the week ‘is in excess in Chota Nagvur, normal in Biba, 
and below in the other districts, by half a degree in Orissa and Souti-West Bengal, and by 
more than 1° in Kast and North Bengal and Assam, 

Rainfall —The disturbance, as stated above, caused heavy rain while it was crossing the | 
north-west angle of the Bay and Lower Bengal, especially in Hast Bengal on the 2nd and 
8rd. From the 80th to the 2nd rainfall was fairly general in all districts, but after that 
very little fell except in the extreme east. Chota N agpur and Bihar received less than 
one inch on an average, and less than the usual amount by about a third of an inch, In 
South-West Bengal the fall was 2-45, North Bengal 8 06, Orissa 3:39, and Hast Bengal 
5°85 inches, 
from 14 inch in South-West and North Bengal to 3°8 inches in Bast Bengal. 

The following table gives the summary of the temperature and rainfall data of each of 


All these amounts are cousiderably above the normal, the difference varying 
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the six meteorological divisions of the province for the week ending Saturday, the 5th 
.of October 1895 :— 
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Merxoroncaica. Orrice, Brnaan, C. Larriz, 
Tho 8th October 1895. Off. Meteoroiogioal Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal, 
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a Inches. 

¥, The mean 10 a.m, pressure of the seven days... os woe 29°771 
, 8 

The mean temperature of the seven days ae ane wae 83°5 

The extreme variation of temperature nee oe a= 17'5 

The maximum temperature das rn 928 
/, 

The mean 10 a.m. relative humidity of the seven days ove soe 82 

. " Inches. 

The total fall of rain from 29th September to 5th October 1895 sce. 98 

The daily mean temperatures are the crude means of maximum and minimum temperatures. 
Mereoro.octcat Orricn, Invi, J. H. Gruumanp, 


The 7th October 1895. For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India, 
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, _ OTRCULAR AND EASTERN CANALS. 

"Approximate return of traffic for the week ending Saturday, the 21st September 1895, as 
: ‘FO compared with the corresponding week of the previous year. 
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Narore ov Cando, |-—-—_—— ph heal eH 
Number of | Weight of Number of | Weight of 
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. No. Mds. No. | Mads. Rs 
ice and padd: ovis ate 679 | 1,38,550 581 | 84,400 1,271 
can ti is S 160 | 36,375 141 | 41,776 778 
Firewood... an cen 78 71,176 81| 37,776 671 
Other articles bis a 667 | 1,90,087 805 | 1,94,700 2,848 
Total ast 1,684 | 4,96,187 1,608 8,58,660 6,468 





CIRCULAR AND EASTERN CANALS, 


Approwimate return of traffic for the week ending Saturday, the 28th September 1895, 
as compared with the corresponding week of the previous year. 








Wark enptne SATURDAY, THE 
ern 


WErx ENDING: SATURDAY, THE 
MBER 1895 297: 


‘M1 SEPTEMBRE 1894. 





Numberof | Weight of Number of | Weight of 
boats, cargo Tollage. boats, | =. 











CIRCULAR AND EASTERN CANALS. 


Approwimate return of traffic for the week ending Saturday, the 5th October 1895, 
as compared with the corresponding week of the previous year. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE ANNUAL GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 
REPORT OF THE BHAGALPUR DIVISION FOR THE 
YEAR 1894.95, 


GENERAL DEPARTMENT—MISCELLAN EOus. 
Darjeeling, the 14th October 1895. 
BESOLUTION—No. 340T.~@, 


Tue Lieutenant-Governor directs the publication for general information 
of the Commissioner's Report on the Geueral Administration of the Bhagalpur 
Division for the year 1894-95, 

- ‘The only remarks to which His Honour desires to draw attention are 
those on the certificate procedure in paragraph 72 of the Report. Steps should 
be taken by District Officers to check the tendency of Collectorate peons to 
scainp the service of notices and sale proclamations, 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


C, E, BUCKLAND, | 
Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE BHAGALPUR ~ 


DIVISION FOR 1894-95, 





No. 185G., dated Bhagalpur, the 29th June 1895. 
From—G. edge Eso., Commissioner of the Bhagalpur Division and Sonthal 


arganas, 
~To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, General Department. 

I nave the honour to submit the Annual General Administration Report 
of this Division for the = 1894-95. 

2. The reports of the District Officers were all received on or before the 
prescribed date, except that of the Magistrate-Collector of Purnea, which was _ 
received on the 8rd June. Numerous references had to be made and further 
information and explanation had to be called for. The reports were not all 
complete until the 29th instant, and the last were those of the District Officers 
of the Sonthal Parganas and Purnea. 


I.—CHARGE. 
(a) Division. 


3. Lheld the office of Commissioner of the Division throughout the year. 
The following tabular statements give the details of charge of distrigts and 
subdivisions: — ; 


(b) District Oharge. 









PrRiop oF CHARGE— 























































Disrarcr. Name of Officer. 
: From To 
—_ a ee ee - 
1 2 | 3 | 4 
Mongbyr Mr. H. A. D. Phillips Ist April 1894... |Blst March — 1895. 
Rat. ‘5s ” 8rd Apri 1894. 
F.H.B.Skrine { : — 
9th November «| 8lst March 1895. 
Bhagalpur r L. P. Shirres 4th April » + | Slst May 1894, 
» HH. P. T. Maguire 1st June 8th November ,, 
» C.J. 8, Baulder Ast April » «| 24th July 56 
Purnea » E.M, Konstam 26th July » «| 16th November ,, 
» H.F.T. Maguire 17th November ..|8lst March 1895. 





. | Mth December 1894. 
«| 8lst March 1895. 
7th April 1894. 
«| 26th ,, ” 

9th November ,, 

Ist September » 
ist March 1895, 


Ist April o 
15th December 
Ist April 
8th 
2nd September 
27th April Slade 
‘10th November 


U. C. Batavyal 
J.C. Price 
W. H. Vincent 

























» F.RB. Roe oe 






» RB. Carstairs # 
_» J. H, Bernard 
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(c) Subdivisional Charge. 








Prriop or cHARGE— 

















Disrzicr. Subdivision. | . Name of Officer. 
From To 
1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 6 
| 

1st April 1894 | 18th August 1894, 
Begusarai... {| Mr. H. Wheeler —..,_.. 4th November ,, | 81st March 1896. 
' Babu Radha Kant Banerjee ... | 14th August » | 8rd November 1894, 

Moncurr » Chandi Churn Chatterjee | 1st April » | 26th April ,, 

Janui _... » Siti Kant Ghose oF . » | 20th November ,, 
»  Syam Lal Gupte ws. | 21st November » | 8lst March 1895. 

7 Banka .... | Maulvi Gowhar Ali... | Ist April so] Blat™ yy ne 
aa — ——_ bee ee a ui ” Pe oar 1894. 

. abu Girendra Nat atterjee | 8 ay ss Ist July Pa 

Puavarets 4 | Medhigare “5”. Dena Nath Meckerjes aid July > | 18th August 
»  Bhupati Chuckerbutty ... | 14th August » | 31st March 1896. 

(|Supaul » . Suresh Chunder Chatterjee! 1st April » 18 ” on 
Kish ‘ » Ram Narsin Banerjee ...| Ist ,, » | 16th May 1894. 
Pornza wwf shangan) { » Debi Prosad ..,, | 17th May » | 8lst March | 1895. 

Araria » _Saroda Prosad Sarkar ...| 1st April w» | 8lst |, és 

Deoghur Mr. H..H. Heard a oe!) Tab! » | 8st, * 

Godda... ~ Lf OO rent be oh 04 *» » |8lst ,, ‘- 

Jamtara ... pe . W. Star oie ste a » |S8lst ‘i 

Pena Pakour ... » E.Mcl. Smith ,,, tu] Sey Js CI cg a 
ARGAMAS: A. McGavin lst ,, » | 26th August 1894. 
| Rajmahal ... { cree et 17th October ,, | Sist March 1895. 
» J.E.F. Pereira .., ++ | 26th August ,, | 16th October 1894. 





It will be seen that, except as regards Mon bys, the Division has been 
exceptionally unfortunate in the non-continuity of the personnel of its district 
administration. The changes may be debited in equal proportions to the 
exigencies of leave and of transfer on public grounds. Except in the case of 
Bhagalpur, I cannot say that the district administrations concerned were 
seriously affected. 

In the cases of the Jamui and gay subdivisions, the administration 
was certainly weakened by the two and three changes (respectively) of Sub- 
divisional Officers. The administration of the other subdivisions was fairly 
continuous, This is a matter of special importance in the Sonthal Parganas, 
where there was only one change. 


II.—TOURS AND INSPECTION OF OFFICES. 
(a) Tour of Commissioner, 


4. The fact of this being my first tour in this Division, and of my seeing 
all the districts (except Purnea) for the first time, invested it with’ unusual 
interest. In July I visited Monghyr, where I stayed from the 8th to the 22nd 
idem. In the following month I went to Malda and inspected the subdivision of 
Rajmahal en route, I remained at head-quarters all September, disposing of 
appeals and other accumulations of office work, In October I inspected the 
subdiviaiontl offices of Jamui (in the Monghyr district) and of Deoghur, 
Jamtara, and Pakour in the Sonthal Parganas. During this tour I paid return 
visits to the Maharaja of Gidhour and to Raja Ram Tass Sing Bahadur of 
Khaira. I paid a fe visit to Madhupur (en roude from Deoghur to Jamtara) 
to see the abandoned military rest-camp, wit regard to the settlement of which 
Some questions are still pending. There I met Mr. W. M. Smith, late Subdivi- 
sional Officer of wo yo and from him I gained much valuable information 
sogeeainns 8 Sonthal Parganas, in which he spent the best part of his service 
before retiring on pension. While at Deoghur I took the opportunity of visit- 
ing the Rohini ward and of inspecting the office of the managers ‘of that and 
of two other estates in the subdivision. 

I found here a large and daily-increasing Bengali colony, who look upon 
the place as a sanitarium. ‘I'he Rohini ward's estate owns most. of the land in 
and around the town, and is reaping a rich harvest from the great demand for 
building sites. A large area of land has been marked out for such sites, and all 
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have been taken up. Asa fitting memento of Mr. Carstairs’ many years’ work 
the Sonthal Parganas this embryo suburb of the town has been ‘called after 

im. 

At Jamui I found the criminal administration strained to the verge of a 
complete breakdown, and had to recommend an immediate change of Subdivi- 
sional Officers, The rural municipality of that place rt ae to me not to 
fulfil, in many essential particulars, the requirements of the amended Municipal 
Act; and Government has since, at the request of the Municipal Commissioners, 
consented to abolish it, I found that the sub-jail had been several times much 
overcrowded and had lately been visited by a severe outbreak of cholera, 
Two of the wards were occupied by the Deputy Superintendent’s office and by 
the Subdivisional Officer’s tents; while a third (a large one) was used as a store- 
room, which was only half full. I had the subdivisional tents removed at once, 
and reported the matter of the other two wards to the Inspector-General of Jails. 

At Pakour I discussed with Mr. E. McLaren Smith his proposals for a 
settlement with the paharias, and settled the lines on which a further report was 
_ - submitted to Government. I also had an interview there with the Raja 
0 our, 

The whole of the country I travelled through during this tour was covered 
with a magnificent rice crop which would, but for the untimely rain which 
fell in the latter end of October and in the beginning of November, have quite 
beaten the record. 

On the 8th November I left Bhagalpur and marched, vid Banka, Bausi 
and Godda, to Nya Dumka. I took. this opportunity of making enquiries 
regarding the poe of the proposed railway from hactions to Bausi, for 
which Sir William Hudson has obtained a concession from the District Board. 
T arrived at Dumka on the 20th November, and remained there until the 3rd 
December, when I left it and marched to Rampur Hat. On my way back thence 
to head-quarters, I inspected the Sahibganj and Colgong Municipalities, &ec., 
and arrived at Bhagalpur on the 10th December. After staying there two days 
for the disposal of appeals and office work, I started on tour again on the 12th 
December, and visited the subdivisions of Begusarai, Supaul, and Madhipura on 
the north of the Ganges. On the day (14th December) on which I travelled 
to Bhaptiahi from Garhara, I found the 3rd class carriages of the Bengal 
North-Western Railwa: very badly overcrowded, and saw several assenyers 
left behind as they could not be squeezed in any how. The roads I drove over 
in North Bhagalpur as well as those in the south of the same district reflect 
great credit on Mr. Robinson, the District Engineer, and his staff. During this 
tour I paid return visits to the Maharaja of Sonbursa and to Babu Ganpat Singh 
of Harawat, and met many of the influential zamindars of this part of the 
Division. On my way back to Bhagalpur I visited Bariarpur and Kharakpur 
in the Monghyr, a Sultanganj in the Bhagalpur, district, and arrived at 
head-quarters on the 2nd January 1895. On the 7th idem I left Bhagalpur 
for Purnea, where I met, at the annual volunteer camp, all the European 
residents of that district. Before leaving the Purnea district, I inspected the 
‘subdivisions of Araria and Kishanganj and the ward’s office, buildings, &c., 
at Khagra. My tour extended over a total PF absar of 120 days. The greater 
part of it was spent in acquiring general information regarding tle Division, 
which was almost entirely new to me, All nding matters of importance were 
discussed on the spot with the District and Subdivisional Officers concerned, and, 
where possible, finally settled. I paid special attention to the subject of the 
realisation of criminal fines and the maintenance of the prescribed forms and 

isters. All Government and quasi-Government offices and institutions and 
all the municipalities in the Division were visited and inspected. A good general 
idea of the condition, wants and work of the Division was gained which has 
Smee proved to be of the greatest assistance to me. All the district and 
Subdivisional offices were inspected in such detail that the laboar of future 
inspections will be materially lightened. 


(b) Tours of Collectors, 
5. Mr. Phillips’ tour embraced a period of 114 days fs 24 days more 
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ceaseless energy. There was not a single month durip which Mr. Phillips was 
not away from his head-quarters, though the bulk of his tour, was, as 

done during the cold season. I give below an extract from his report, in 
which he details the principal matters which engaged his attention :— 

“He inspected roads, ferries, pounds, police-stations, outposts, _sub- 
registry offices, dispensaries, outstills, ganja, opium and tari shops, hs 
subdivisional offices and sub-treasuries; attended chaukidari es; enqui 
into the prospects of the crops and conditions of the people; visited several 
khas mahals and examined the accounts and talked to the raiyats; received 
visits from the zamindars in tho interior, and heard their complaints, He 
enquired if there were any land disputes likely to lead to a breach of the peace, 
and took any necessary action ; made enquiries about opening new dispensaries 
and schools, and made himself acquainted on the spot with several schemes 
and proposals before the District Board; enquired where new pounds were 
necessary, and what ferries should be taken up. He also inspected many Local 
Board roads and wells, and enquired regarding salt manufacture opium 
cultivation.” 

6. Messrs. Maguire and Skrine between them were on tour for 117 out 

a ‘of the prescribed tale of 120 days, No explanation 
tite has been given by the latter of his failure to make 
up the wanting three days, but it was probably due to his desire to dispose of all 
ending work before proceeding to Caloutta on transfer. Between the end of 
ay and the 9th November Mr. Maguire visited and inspected all the three 
subdivisions. He was on tour for 45 days in all, and his work during that 
period does not call for any special notice. Mr. Skrine went into camp on the 
26th November, and returned finally to head-quarters on the 6th March, his 
actual tour thus comprising a period of 72 days. Twenty-nine days out of 
this period were spent at Ghoga, Colgong, and Sultanganj (stations on the 
East Indian Railway), and only 20 days at, the head-quarters of the three 
paagornent and somewhat inaccessible subdivisions of Banka, Madhipura, 
and Supaul. The following extracts from his diaries indicate the nature of his 
tour :-— 

Colgong—December 13th, 1894,—‘ A day of turmoil. An immense concourse 
of people to witness the distribution of prizes to the boys of M. C. G. school, 
which is much improved in poet of numbers since I had the ‘rival show’ 
closed. Afterwards races and athletic sports, greatl appreciated, especially 
the fact that a local man tried with a wrestling champion from Bhojpur; 
then illumination and fireworks, and the evening closed with a theatrical 
ane ovdreee Lilegabedant tamashas are matters of polity with. me, 
or nothing tends to make people more contented than innocent amusements. 
When will Government recognise this craving” ? 

Colgong—December 14th, 1894,.—“ Every one in Colgong was so thoroughly 
exhausted by the excitement yesterday that I thought it hardly fair to hold 
inspection.” , 

Banka—January 29th, 1895.—‘“In the afternoon my wife: distributed the 

rizes to the pupils of the middle English school in a large shamyana on the vil- 
io green; afterwards held a darbar, which was attended b all the principal 
raises of the south of the district—a very grand affair. Speeches were made on 
local topics, and after af/ar and pan every one went away greatly pleased. 
About 10,000 spectators assembled unused to such pomp. The darbar was 
well managed by a local committee.” 

There is perhaps a good deal to be said in favour of Mr, Skrine’s views as 
to the benefits of pomp, ceremony, and amusements; but I fear they are some- 
what incongruous in these work-a-day times. 

7. The three officers who held charge of this district during the year 

aa were on tour between them for a total period of 

120 days, viz., Mr. Faulder for 80, Mr. SS enatem 

for 14, and Mr, Maguire for 76, days. These tours comprised the usual inspec- 

tions of subdivisions, thanas, &c., and also included visits to Nipal territory in 

connection with the question of the encroachments of the Kosi river. They do 

not call for any special remark, The prescribed length of the Collector's tour 

in this district was increased pik the year from 90 to 120 days (vide 
Government order No, 3792, dated 19th November 1894), 


















Re ts ‘ "8, ‘The Collector's tour in ois district comprised a period of 92 days, j 
flor suite 3 pyre agen Mr 0. @ 


: : all. were done by Mr. U, @ 
ge) |, Malde Batavyal and 66 by Mr. J. C. Price, who succeeded 


him on his transfer to Bogra. I give the latter’s account-of the tour in his 
own words :— ; 
“Between the 29th April and the 5th December 1894, Mr, Batavyal 

t 26 days in the interior. In April he was out for one da » Visiting 

uziapara on the south-western border of the district in thana Ke iachak on 
the banks of the Ganges, as that locality had been the scene of a serious case 
of rioting attended with robbery committed by the people of the Pakour Raja. 
In July he was in camp for 10 days’ in the south and east of the district, 
visiting many important places on the banks of the Mahananda and ‘Tangon 
rivers, and sas are ‘the outpost of Bamangala and the police-station at 
Gomasthapur, In this tour he also paid a visit to Debipur in thana Kaliachak, 
where a dacoity attended with murder had been committed. In his next trip, 
which began on the 1st November and lasted till the 12th idem, he at first 
proceeded up the river Kalindri as far as Kamalpur, a village in the extreme 
west of the district; and he next passed down the Ganges along the western 
and south-western frontier of the district to Turtipar, inspecting the tract on 
the left bank of the river as he moved along. Here he made special enquiry 
regarding the state of the Government khas mahal Amanut Sarkar Polashgachi, 
which was being cut away by the Ganges. From Turtipur he came back 
by way of Baroghoria, Nawabganj, and Muchia to head-quarters. In course 
of this tour he inspected police-stations and raral sub-registration offices, 
visited the important khas mahals, and also made a thorough inspection of the 
Bench Magistrates’ office at Nawabganj. In December he was out only for two 
days, and merely inspected roads. 

“T made the regular cold-weather tour, which began on the 19th December 
and ended on 3ist March. In my first trip, which commenced on the 19th 

mber, I visited the country on the western border of the district in the 
jurisdiction of thanas Rotna and Manickchak, and looked into the working 
of the Rajmahal ferry, and also paid a flying visit to the khas tahsil office at 
Panchanandpur. In January I made an extensive tour through the south and 
south-eastern parts of the districts comprising the thanas Kaliachak, Nawab. 

nj, Gomasthapur, and Shibganj. In the beginning of February I visited 
Bassle, and proceeded as far as Deotola on the eastern border of the district. 
‘Then I went across sant. to Rotna, and after visiting Hyatpur, an important 
trading mart on the north-western corner of the district'on the banks of the 
Kalindri, I returned to head-quarters vid Mathurapur. In March I made a 
tour through the Barind tract on the south and south-eastern and eastern 
portions of the district. During these tours I inspected police-stations, excise 
shops, ferries, and cattle-pounds. I thoroughly inspected most of the district 
roads and looked into the working of the chaukidari system, and also made 
constant enquiries regurding the state of crops and the condition of people. 
Income-tax assesments were also occasionally tested by me. I spent 66 days 
in all in camp. Thus the joint tours of Mr. Batavyal and myself throughout 
the year extended over 92 days, being two days in excess of the minimum pre- 
scribed for this district. I may in fact say that all the miscellaneous details of 
district administration received attention from us. The tour diaries were also 
regularly submitted to you from time to time.” 

Mr. Price deserves the greatest credit for the energetic manner in which, 
at the sacrifice of personal convenience, he has made himself so quick! 
acquainted with every corner of his district and with all the details of its 
administration. His diaries are full of interesting and useful information. 

9. Mr. Bernard, the Officiating Deputy Commissioner, gives the following 

account of the combined tour of thi district, which 
Ramee. exceeded the prescribed period by 24 days :— 

“Mr, Carstairs made a tour of 36 days, travelling 469 miles by rail and 
tramway and 94 by road; Mr. Roe of 28 days, trave ling 479 miles by rail 
and 183 by road. I was out for 80 days and made a journey of 452 miles by 
railand 418 by road, Thus the total number of days the three District Officers 
were on tour was 144, and they travelled on an aggregate 1,400 miles by rail 
and tramway and 695 miles by road. 
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“The toury wore spread over. alinost th | 
. made “ate view to inspect all outlying subdivisional offices and other public 
institutions at the head-quetie of each subdivision. The Court of Wards 

eogh 


‘in ‘the an ur subdivisions were visited and tan 
ar in se made an extensive tour through the Damin, i the 


municipalities of Deoghur and Sahibganj, all the outlying: subdivisional: offices,» 


nd some thanas, p rat 
. “All three officers deserve commendation for the extent of, and also for the 
nature of, the work done during their respective tours. They made themselves 
thoroughly accessible to the people and did a large amount of good work which 
does not appear in returns and statistics. The suryival of the patriarchal 


system of Government in this district—in which personal character and in- : 


fluence are of so much importance—render touring in it-exceptionally interest, 
ing, useful, and instructive, 


(c) Tours of Subdivisional Officers, 


10. The following table shows the number of days spent by the different 
Subdivisional Officers on tour:— 














District. Subdivision. Name of Officer. | Time spent on tour. 
1 | 2 | 8 | 4 

: Mr. H. Wheel «| 97 da 

Begusarai aes Babu Redha Kant Banerjee 16 mt Total 113.days. 

a tepart hRoe »» Sita Kant Ghose ..;} 12 rt at gle 

amul oe 3H Syam Lal Gupta iy 78 i ” 

Banka ... | Maulvi Gowhar Ail Sa tes (-° ae 
Ba a Girone NG h Chatterjee 18 

J abu Gi at atterjee , 

Buacaurun< | Madhipura...)|" Dena Nath Maskecten ; | ott 4 
»  Bhupati Chuckerbutty ... 76 &;, 
Supaul see] y) Suresh ChunderChatterjee} 102 ,, 

Kishanganj ...| ,, Debi Prasad at sb” Ya q 

PURNEA ... | Araria s. | 99 Saroda Prosad Sarkar ...| 93 .,, 
if Deoghur Mr. H. H. Heard senile: DOC Ines 
G » F.E. Piffard oats) hi RU sad 
Sonpuan } |Jamtara y A. W. Stark Ph ek ages 
Parganas, ) | Pakour ie ~ bers Smith aif a FS 
, . ovayvin aoe ” 

‘Rajmahal ” J.B. 8. Pereira Beg Fe Na = Total 141 ,, 





It will be seen that all the Subdivisional Officers haye been on tour for 
the prescribed period of 90 days, and most of them for a good deal more. 
Mr. Wheeler, the Subdivisional Ufficer of Beguserai, devoted special attention to 
the working of the Village Chaukidari Act and to primary education. The 
tours of his locum tenens, Babu Radha Kant Banerjee, were chiefly taken u 
with enquiries into the. damage done by the, high floods of August last ee 
the necessity of giving loans to the raiyats of those tracts which suffered most 
from them. In Madhipura the Subdivisional Officer, Babu Bhupati Chuckerbutty, 
specially enquired. into the causes of non-realisation of criminal fines, realised 
arrear subscriptions due to local hospitals and dispensaries, made sanitary and 
ee Sangeet for the enna ped easy trigh and gave cig Papert 

on e prompt ent of chauki and the administra’ e 
Village Chadda Ace , 
abu 8, O, Chatterjee in the Supaul subdivision gave special attention to 
Government estates, income-tax, Ni i 
sation of agricultural loans prea 3 since the scarcity of 1892. Both the 


Subdivisional Officers of the Purnea district made useful tours, as they did last 


year, but there is nothing in the Collector's account of them deserving of special 
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My. Roe was out) for 106 days and travelled 565 miles by rail and 
eee 871 by road. While on tour he sgn eeae roads, 
dhol aaa bunds, forests, and Vafiin bungalows. e inspected 
almost all mutation centres, and devoted a greater portion of his time to excise 
matters, being himself the officer in charge of the Excise Department. 
Mr, Heard, the Subdivisional Officer of Deoghur, was on tour for 167 days. 
8 He was unable to go out during the first four 
th months of the year on avcount of a riding accident, . 
which confined him in the house for 19 weeks, He visited nearl al parts of 
the subdivision, inspected schools, pounds, excise shops, roads and other matters 
of public interest, he tried some bad livelihood cases on the spot, and verified 
re about outstanding fines, inspected works of improvements in Court of 
ards’ estates, and conducted elections of headmen. 

‘Mr, Piffard was on tour for 120 days. His tour extended over nine 

Ret months of the year. He inspected roads and other 
; works of public interest, making estimates of new 
works and enquiries in land dispute cases. He did mutation work also, 

“The Subdivisional Officer, Mr. Stark, made a tour of 123 days. During 
this time he inspected roads and villages, marke 
out better lines for roads, and looked to sanitary 
improvements. He made local enquiries in several bad livelihood cases, and 
ney 8 ae to the working of the village chaukidars, sardar chaukidars 
ani atwals, 

es Mr. Smith was out on tour for 114 days. He visited nearly the whole 

a of the subdivision. During the cold weather he 

. made enquiries about the state of crops and the 

condition of the people. He inepeotel roads and lands in Government estates, 

made enquiries about the cultivation of lands by foreigners in the Damin and 

in many other matters of detail, explained excise matters to the people, and 
enquired about bad characters and registration of vital statistics. 

“Mr. McGavin was out for 138 days and Mr. Pereira for 3 days, the 

; total number of days spent by them on tour being 

es sume 141, This tour was devoted to making miscella- 

neous, local and judicial enquiries, to the inspection of bunds, roads and other 

work of public utility, enquiring about crops, the revision of chaukidari beats 
in the Damin, and attending to all legitimate representations of the people.” 

The favourable pa 3 made on the tour of the Deputy Commissioner, 
Sonthal Parganas, apply equally to the tours of the Subdivisional Officers, who 
all did excellent work, made themselves accessible to the people and thoroughly 
acquainted with the condition, wants, and general affairs of their subdivisions. 

The tours of all officers were rendered unusually pleasant and cheerful by 
the abundant harvests which the whole of the Division enjoyed during the year 
under report. 





Jamtara. 


(d) Inspection of District Offices and Treasuries by— 


(1) Commissioner. . 


11. inspected all the district offices during the year. Those of Monghyr, 
Purnea, Malda, and the Sonthal jy were very thorou e: and minutely 
examined in all departments. The Bhagalpur offices, whic had similar] 
inspected in detail during the previous year, were more cursorily examined, 
but the Road Cess Revaluation Office was thoroughly overhauled. All the 
district treasuries were rs en me, except those of Malda and Monghyr, 
the inspection of which had not fallen due at the time of my visits to those 
districts. I found the district offices generally in good order, but those of 
Monghyr and Bhagalpur suffer much from the overcrowding of clerks; and the 
aetisionts there, specially in the English Department, are not capable of 
coping with the work they have to do. A new treasury building now under 
construction at Monghyr will considerably relieve the demand for space there. 
At Bhagalpur it was proposed to move some of the offices into the old jail 















Engineer, Nococs Circle. The scheme fell , as the buildings are 
“required for the accommodation of a Police Training School. Financial pressure 
alone has prevented my persistently Les the need for more accommodation 
on the attention of Government. In several of the offices inspected I: found 
a lamentable disregard of neatness and cleanliness. Black and 


f 


lls were conspicuous in many offices, and in Purnea I found that the sweeper 
ad used the underpart of the court platforms (or las) as a receptacle for 
the daily sweepings of the floors. The number of microbes and disease 
germs atcha by this process must have been considerable, and it must have 
had a prejudicial effect on the health of the officers concerned, The treasuries 
which I inspected were all found to be in good order, though the want of 
accommodation above referred to presses severely on the Treasury and Tauzi 
Departments of the Bhagalpur Collectorate, and renders the introduction of the 
rules in the new Tauzi Manual a matter of considerable difficulty. 


(2) Collectors. 


12, All the Collectors in the Division inspected their. own offices and 
treasuries twice during the year. Mr. Skrine, the Collector of Bhagalpur, in spite 
of the adverse remarks made in paragraph 14 of my last year’s report, made his 
inspection chiefly by proxy. As his inspection report he forwarded a long 
string of questions from the Board’s Inspection Manual with the replies 
thereto of his subordinates and his comments thereon. This was done in direct 
contravention of the Board’s orders (Board’s circular No. 2 of February 1895), 
which are to the following effect :— 


“Such reports need not contain all the minute details of each inspection, 
but should give the general results in such manner as to indicate the condition 
of the office or department inspected, and to place prominently before the 
Commissioner any matters on which any action or orders on his part appear to 
be called for, or which he should be informed of.” 

As I pointed out in last year’s report, it is an obvious waste of time and 
stationery to a asa the questions ia extenso, and an equally unprofitable task 
for me to wade through them and extract their essence. 


(e) (1) and (2). 

13, The subdivisional offices and treasuries were all in d once by 
me — the Rajmahal sub-treasury) and twice by the District Officers, As 
a rule they were found to be in good order, and the inspection reports contain 
nothing SLmecsl iniportance. 

As one result of my inspection of the Supaul and Madhipura subdivisional 
offices, | may note that the thana of Bangaon has since been taken away from 
the former and added to the latter, in order to equalise the work of the 
two subdivisions (vide Government notifichtion No. 2825J., dated 20th May 
1895). 1 think a general tribute of praise is due to all the Subdivisional Officers 
of this Division, and especially to Mr. E, McLaren Smith of Pakour, for the 
very excellent state of their offices and for their general grasp of the executive 
administration in spite of the (sometimes very heavy) judicial work which. 
always has to be done, and from which District Officers are generally free. 


IIl.—WEATHER AND CROPS. 


14. The main features of the year’s weather were the scarcity of. rainfall 
at the beginning of the rains and ‘their unusual prolongation into the month 
of November, which did some dam to the standing winter rice crops. 
Heavy floods in the months of July an August caused a considerable loss of 
bhadoi and early rice ope in the onghyr and Malda districts, but this was 
compensated by the go 1 rabi crop which. followed. In the former district a 
sum of Rs. 16,387 was distributed under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act chiefly 
to the tenants on Government dearahs, but in the latter no remedial measures 
were considered radon? 8 A marked feature of the year’s rainfall was the 
absence of rain during the period, December to March. As tho rainy season 
was prolonged well into November, a considerable amount of moisture remained 









: ih gut the, pals crops did not ‘eufler oo Shey wouldlctherwiso ba 
da from the failure of the usual winter rains. On the whale tho distribution 





the rainfall was favourable to agricultural operations. — 4 

15, The following table shows at a g the rainfall of each district 

_ during the year (compared with the average of the previous ten years) and the 
outturn of its principal crops :— 







Ourrurn OF CROPS, TAKING 
16 ANNAS AS THE AVERAGE 

OUTTURN. 
Rematxs. 





12} The figures in column 
2 are taken from the 
15} Bengal Administration 


13 ose in column 3 are 
from the District Annual 
16 Administration Reports. 


Those in columns 4 to 
13 6 are taken from the 
Dnte of Land Re- 
cords and Agriculture’s 

a4 final reports. 





IV.—PUBLIO HEALTH. 


16. The general health of the Division showed a marked deterioration 
during the year under report, as will appear from 
the detailed accounts of each district given below. 
The large increase in the death-rate is partly due to the excessive rainfall and 
“to floods in some tracts, but generally to the unusual prolongation of the rains 
into the month of November. It may also be partly due, as claimed by some 
of the District Officers, to improved registration. 
17. The year under report was a most unhealthy one. The total number 
of deaths registered was 94,816 against 55,498 in 
Maser. the preceding year. The mortality during the 
months of April, May, and June was more than double that of the correspond- 
ing months of the year 1893. The lowest monthly mortality was in February 
and the highest in October. The thana which showed the highest mortality 
was Jamalpur, where the death-rate was 63-53 per mille of the population, and 
that which showed the lowest mortality was Chakai, where it was 34:53 per 
mille. Cholera prevailed in the district throughout the year, except in the 
month of January. The total number of deaths from this disease was 9,166, 
which is the highest on record since the year 1887. Small-pox also 
throughout the year.. The total mortality from small-pox (1,030) was also 
the highest recorded ever since the year 1878. The diseaso, however, which 
caused the greatest devastation was fever, from which 73,836 persons died 
during the year. The unhealthiness is attributed by the Civil Susgecn to the 
want of proper drainage and to the contamination of the water o the wells, 
from which the majority of people draw their drinking water, by sub-soil 
accumulation of the filth of ages. 
18. The number of deaths registered during the year 1894 in this district 
sil, was 83,418 against 58,145 in the year 1893, giving 
a pital a death-rate of 41-03 per mille against 28°6 in the 
preceding year. The number of deaths caused by fever was 67,156. Cholera 
raged in. an almost epidemic form and prevailed throughout the year with 
more: or less severity F504 persons died of it during the year against only a 
in the preceding year. There were only 430 cases of small-pox against 1,1 
in the year 1893. 
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. _ The Civil Surgeon is of opinion that the increase in the number of deaths 
‘is due to more accurate registration and not to any abnormal unhealthiness, © 
but the District Macisirnbednas not endorse this view. Mere 

19. The general health of the district of Purnea during the year under 
report was not as good as it was in the previous 

year. This is accounted for by the unusual lateness 
of the rains. Though the rainfall was less than in the preceding year, more 
rain fell in September and October than in the earlier months. Fever of a 
malarial type prevailed all the year round, and it raged most severely during 
the months from September to January. The Collector reports that the lateness 
of the rains, together with the unusual cold, caused a great increase in mortali: 
amongst children from fever and its complications. The total number of 
deaths registered in this district during the year 1894 was 64,337, of which 58,682 
were due to fevers, 3,482 to cholera, 55 to small-pox, 83 to dysentery and 
diarrhoea, and 2,035 to all other cases. 

20. The general health of this district is reported to have been somewhat 

better than in the year 1893. The total number of 
a. deaths registered was 32,056 against 82,947 in the 
preceding year, giving a death-rate of 39°3 per mille of population as compared 
with 40°4, Of the total number of deaths registered,. 27,685 were caused b: 
fever, 2,692 by cholera, and the rest by other diseases. There was no deat 
from small-pox during the yearunder report. 
21. The number of deaths registered during the year 1894 in the district 
of the Sonthal Parganas was 45,061 against 
carrer pet 30,360 in the year 1893, giving a death-rate of 25°68 
per mille of population against 17°30 in the preceding year. The increase is 
said by the Deputy Commissioner to be due to better reporting, for no part of 
the district was specially unhealthy during the year under report. Some of the 
Subdivisional Offtcors in this district devoted their particular attention to the 
subject of registration of births and deaths, and the Deputy Commissioner is 
taking action to secure an improvement in this direction in other parts of the 
district where there is most room for it. There were some cases of small-pox 
and cholera in the Godda subdivision, but not of an epidemic nature; otherwise 
the health of the district was generally good. 

In connection with the subject of public health the Deputy Commissioner 
states that the scheme which Mr. McGavin, the Subdivisional Officer of Rajmahal 
took in hand last year with a view to improve the drainage of the Rajmahal 
marshes, has been considerably forwarded, and that it is hoped that if this 
improvement can be effected (which will depend upon the provision of funds), 
it will greatly reduce malarial fever, which is very prevalent in the town of 
Rajmahal. 


Purnea, 


VACOINATION, 


22. Compulsory vaccination was in force in all the municipal areas within 
this district. Vaccination was carried on in both 
rural and urban areas under the supervision of the 
Civil Surgeon, except in the town of Jamalpur (East Indian Railway), where 
the Railway Medical Officer supervised them. The operations were somewhat 
retarded on ‘account of the general unhealthiness of the district. The Civil 
Surgeon reports that there was no actual demand for vaccination, and that ve 
few persons ask for their children to be vaccinated unless pressed by the vacci- 
nators to do so. However, there was no positive opposition to their operations. 
The total number of vaccinations in this district uring the year 1894-95 was 
52,109 against 54,733 in the preceding year. The number of successful vacci- 
nations was 51,115 against 54,451, 

23, The number of primary vaccinations performed in this district during 
the year 1894-95 was 56,414 against 60,268 in the 
, preceding year. The number of revaccinations 
was 196 against 139; 56,072 cases of vaccination and 119 cases of revacci« 
nation were successful. ‘The Collector reports that 430 cases of small-pox 
occurred during the year against 1,185 in the year 1893. The subdivisions 
of Supaul and Mailhipura are said to have been entirely free from this disease, » 


Monghyr, 


Bhagalpur. 
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while the Sadar subdivision reported 283 cases, of which Colgong and Sultan- 
* ganj registered 195 and 64 cases, respectively. In the Banka subdivision 56 
cases occurred in thana Amarpur, 

24, The number of primary vaccinations during the year 1894-95 was 
62,880 against 59,864 in the preceding year, and 

Purnea. jin * 3 
of revaccinations 127 against 31; 99°56 per cent. 

of the primary vaccinations and 61°35 of the revaccinations were successful. 

re Vaccination was carried on in this district both by licensed vacci- 
atid: nators and by paid agency. ‘The total number of 
operations performed during the year was 31,181 
against 27,826 in the iatoadtag year, showing an increase ‘of 8,355 cases; 
31,019 were successful, 160 unsuccessful, and the result’ of two is unknown. 
The rate of successful primary vaccinations was 99°81 per cent, against 99°7 in 


the preceding year. 
26. The number of persons vaccinated during the year in the Sonthal 
Seashial “eedbined! Parganas was 61,935 against 57,808 in the preced- 


ing year, showing an increase of 4,127 persons. 
Strenuous efforts were made to make the people of the Godda subdivision 
understand the pre ae of vaccination, and the result appears to have been 
very successful. The ari residents of Jamtara and Sahibganj were at first 
opposed to their children being vaccinated, but subsequently consented. In one 
part of Deoghur Mr. Heard, the Subdivisional Officer, had himself vaccinated 
publicly, and the example is said to have had a very good effect. Vaccination 
18 becoming more popular every day in the Sonthal Parganas, and inoculation 
is now almost unknown. The appointment of Sonthals and other residents as 
vaecinators in the Pakour subdivision has had the effect of breaking down the 
rejudices of the people, and children are now freely presented for vaccination, 
Dr. Kelly, the Civil Medical Officer, is said to have taken special interest in this 
work as he did last year. 


V.—MATERIAL CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


27. Taking the Division as a whole, the condition of the people was, ~ 
owing to good harvests, fairly prosperous in spite of the continued tendency 
towards a rise in, or perhaps I should say equalisation of, prices due to 
improved communications. ‘lhe following remarks made by the Collector of 
Monghyr as regards his district are to the point and of general application :-— 

“On the whole the material condition of the people during the year under 
report did not materially change. 

“Trade has been brisk, and it was a profitable year to the trading 
community. 

“The cultivating classes in the tracts not subjected to inundation were 
better off owing to the rise in the prices of food-grains. The condition of the 
labouring class was deleteriously affected by the rise in the price of food-grains, 
when there was little or no corresponding rise in their scale of remuneration, 

“The middle classes are helped by the fact that they nearly all have some 
land under cultivation when they do not indulge in unnecessary luxuries. 

: “The condition of the man who has received a sufficient smattering of 
education to make him despise the trade of his forefathers, while not enough 
one him succeed at the Bar or in Government employment, is unsatis- 

ctory. 
: OPhe landholding classes are largely indebted, and their expenses have 
increased more than their incomes. A arge proportion of them are in the 
hands of mahajans, from whose clutches they find it dificult to extricate 
themselves, . 

“That a desire for better food, better clothing, and better mode of living 
has Sprung up in the minds of all classes of people, admits of no doubt whatever. 
Gold and silver ornaments are more common, and brass utensils have usurped 
the places of earthen pots. Shoes, umbrellas, and better dresses are now. more 
extensively used than before, and articles of food which were formerly con 

as luxuries are now in common use, With the opening of railroa me 
other communications and owing to the activity in trade, the expenditure of a 
- classes of people is increasing,” ; 
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The Deputy Commissioner of the Sonthal Parganas writesi— 
-« There has been « distinct improvement in the condition of the le 
owing to the plentiful harvests at all seasons of the year. The surplus popula- 
tion of the district, and those who have no cultivation of their own, find 
"employment on railways, stone quarries, ‘and buildings. Some emigrate to tea 
_ gardens, and others enroll themselves to serve Government as coolies in the 
Distal Hills. The Subdivisional Officer of Rajmahal reports that the deficient 
outturn of the Indian-corn and bajra ex among the paharia population of 
his subdivision was amply compensated by the profit they made from the 
cultivation of sabai grass, the unrestrieted sale: of which was referred to in 
last year’s report. Its cultivation is ra) idly spreading, and it is gees, 
that this may tend to denude the hills of the few trees they still contain. 
Measures will be taken to check such devastation. It has been arranged that 
the paharias shall not hypothecate ‘more than one year’s crop, and this has 
saved them from the extortionate demands of the mahajans who had hitherto 
been extorting agreements from them for riods ranging from five to seven years 
on very inadequate and unfair terms. gain, the order forbidding mahajans 
and other outsiders to go into the hills and cut sabai grass has furnished 
employment to hundreds of people resident in the hills. 
In Purnea there are large tracts of uncultivated land used chiefly for 
zing, which relieve the pressure of the — on the soil and tend to 
mprove the material condition of the people. e ravages of the river Kosi, 
however, render a good deal of. such land uncultivable. 


VI.—EMIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION. 


28. The number of emigrants regi during the year 1894-95 under 
the Inland Emigration Act was 165 against 195 in 
the preceding year. Fifty-one of these were males, 
45 females, and 69 dependants. The Magistrate states that the decrease in the 
number of emigrants registered is due to an increased resort to free emigration. 
The number of emigrants registered under the Colonial Emigration Act was 31 
_against_53 in the preceding year. Twenty of these were males, seven females, 


and four dependants. There was no recruitment through the agency of female 
recruiters, One criminal case was brought against a recruiter working under 
the free emigration system in this district. After detaining two boys at his 
house for one night on promise of finding them work at Baidyanath, the 
recruiter attempted to take them to Assam, when he was detected by the Rail- 
wavy Police at Jamalpur. He was tried under section 342 of the Indian Penal 
ie “fl and sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for six months and to a fine 
0 . 50. ’ 


29. There was no emi 


Monghyr. 


gration from the district of Bhagalpur during the 
year under report. ‘The Collector writes that the 
pressure of population in this district is not so 
e as in the western districts of Bihar, and that waste lands are still available 
or cultivation. This is also the case in Purnea. This accounts for the absence 
of any tendency on the part of the lubouring classes to emigrate. The case 
in which two girls were enticed away by: certain reeruiters from the Banka 
subdivision during the preceding year was brought to close during the year 
under report. ‘Ihree persons implicated in the case were convicted and 
sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for two and-a-half years each under 
sections 368 and 417 of the Indian Penal Code. There was no immigration on 
a lange scale into this district, but cultivators from western districts occasionally 
come and take up land and then gradually settle down on it.’ Some: tailors 
and blacksmiths from Monghyr recently settled at Banka. 

30. ‘There is no regular emigration from, or immigration into, the district 
of Purnea. The supply of labour in this district is 
b rather less than the demand, and casual labourers 
come from other districts for work. Large numbers of labourers pass through 
this district in search of work further east. , 

81. Asin the previous year there was very little ong em fronr this 
jas See district during last year. The bouring classes 

; in this district have no inducement for going out 
of it, as they find sufficient employment in their own fields and in the: numerous 


Bhagalpur. 


Purnea. 


silk filatures. On the ‘contrary, thousands of u try people come into this 









district in the cold season for employment in pin and in road-making 
and repairing. returning home when their temporary work is at an end. As 
im Purnea, large gangs of coolies from the North-Western Provinces pass 
through this district in October and November on their way to Eastern Bengal, 
returning in the spring. The Sonthal colonies in this district are reported: 
to be adding to their number every year. 

82. Of the Hon’ble Mr, Buckingham’s system of emigration to Assam, 

Senthil the Deputy Commissioner writes:—‘‘The scheme 

Sera pad omen devised by my predecessor, Mr. R. Carstairs, in 

consultation with the Hon’ble Mr, Buckmgham for providing a safe. means 

of emigration to Assam, has been in force during the year under review. Only 

some of the tea poo have adopted it. Their agent in Dumka is Mr. W. F. 
Adlam, who, as far as integrity and zeal fren is all that could be desired.” 

The number of emigrants registered by recruiters was only 30, of whom 
8 were males, 13 females, and 9 dependants. The free emigration system, how- 
ever, worked briskly, It has been ascertained that as many as 592 coolies 
were recruited from the Deoghur subdivision alone under this system, 112 from 
Jamtara, and 22from Rajmahal. Yet this cunnot be said to represent the actual 
number taken, as accurate information on this point cannot be obtained. No 
statistics are available for the other subdivisions. 

Recruitment through arkatis has abated, but it has not altogether disappear- 
ed. Garden sardars from Assam, the Duars and other tea districts come with 
the necessary certificates and take away coolies unnoticed. ‘This has occurred 
both at the Sadar and in the subdivisions, and the local officers have not as yet 
been able to put a stop to the practice. When the keepers of unlicensed depots 
at Dunka were called upon to explain why the garden sardars whose cevtificates 
were received by the De uty Commissioner did not present themselves before 
him nor register any rey their reply was that the sardars found that they 
could not get any coolies and had loft the district in consequence. The Deputy 
Commissioner, Sonthal Parganas, writes :— 


“Tt is reported by the Subdivisional Officer of Deoghur that complaints 
about persons being enticed away were many, but only three cases and three 
rsons were sent up for trial, one under section 363 and two under 341, Indian 
enal Code. In the case under the first section the accused was discharged, but 
in the last two conviction was obtained.” 1 quote below Mr. Heard’s remarks 
about abuses in connection with emigration :— 


“I am strongly convinced that many abuses in connection with the so- 
called free emigration system go on, and that of the cases that actually occur 
few only come to light, and fewer still end in conviction. I have expressed 
before in various letters to your office my view that to a certain extent the law 
itself seems to blame for the abuses that prevail.” 

He thinks that there is no remedy for a man whose wife is abducted and 
sent away secretly to a tea garden. The only soction applicable is section 417, 
Indian Penal Code, “cheating,” but it is not easy to work it practically. The 
following case is quoted by him as an instance in point :—“ A Dome complained 
to him that a woman of his own caste, whose brother is a cooly sardar, came to 
him and asked him to let his wife go to the assistance of a Sonthal woman in 
labour in an adjoining village. It was promised that the wife should return 
that evening. ‘I'he man agreed and went off to his work. There was no wife at 
home when he got back, and proceeding at once to the Sonthal’s house he learnt 
that the Sonthalin was not even enciente. The Domni is still missing, and the 
husband is left with an unweaned infant on his hands. The wife is probably 
over 16, so section 361 will not apply, and section 417 will most probably not do, 
not because sections 24 and 25 are not satisfied, but because there are seldom 
any reliable witnesses to the plausible pretext by which a recruiter’s victims 
are decoyed from the home roof.” 

_ ‘There were fewer cases of abduction of coolies than in 1893-94 The 
details of those which were of a heinous nature have been fully given in the 
quarterly returns of criminal cases connected with emigration, and it does not 
‘appear necessary to reproduce them here. ‘The most important caso may, 
however, be mentioned. One Mr, Crow was charged by Chewku Manjhi wits 
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having enticed away his daughter, under 16 years of age, from Dumka. ‘The 
4 Say ana to Assam and. bronght back thence. A of kidnapping . 
under section 363, Indian Penal Code, was proved against Mr. Crow, and he was _ 
sentenced to pay a fine of Rs. 350, or in default to undergo rigorous imprison~ 
ment for a term of two months. The sentence.appears to be inadequate; butas 
the aceused has since died, no action can be taken to enhance it. ina 

After their own harvest is gathered many Sonthals with their families are 
in the habit of temporarily emigrating to Malda, Dinajpur, and to the tea 
districts of Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling in search of employment. Some me 
lands in these places and settle there, but the majority return home again. This 
movement was less marked during the year under report. owing to the good » 

_ harvest enjoyed by the Sonthals. ; 

The Officiating Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Bernard, reports that the enlists. 
ment of coolies for Chittagong is still popular, and that they are collected for this 
work without any difficulty. Since the close of the year Mr. W. F. Adlam, the 

+ for the Hon’ble Mr. Buckingham, has been permitted by the Deputy: 
Yommissioner, as an experimental measure, to manage the business of collecting 
and despatching coolies to Chittagong free of charge. If he does the work 
satisfactorily the Deputy Commissioner proposes to ask the Commissioner of 
Chittagong to correspond with him direct. i 

There is no immigration into this district except for work. in connegtion 
with the East Indian ea 

88. In connection with the subject of emigration I attach a copy of an 
advertisement which appeared in the Lglishman of 25th April 1895, and which 
hardly requires any comment-— 

“< Wanted—A partner to advance Rs, 2,000 or Re, 3,000 for the cooly tirade, 
ie., to supply coodies to tea gardens through their agents in Calcutta; a very veny 
profitable business ; guaranteed cent. per cent. profit. For further particulars apply in 
first instance to ‘ Investor,’ care of this paper,” : 

84. The inspection of depéts under the Inland Emigration Act during the 
year has not been so frequent or searching as it ought to have been, and 
the attention of the District Officers concerned has been specially drawn by 
Government to the defect. 


VIL—PRICES OF FOOD AND LABOUR. 


35, Taking the Division as a whole, the prives of wheat and salt remained 
nearly the same as in the preceding year, In the 
district of Monghyr wheat, common rice, and salt 
fell, while grain slightly rose, in . i Prices were somewhat higher in the 
Jamui subdivision than in the other subdivisions, The failure of the bhadoi 
crops in the deara tracts tended to increase prices there for a short time, but the 
excellent outturn of the winter rice crop brought them to their level. There 
was a fall in the price of common rice throughout the district of Bhagalpur due 
to the excellence of the winter rice crop which was above the average, Prices 
were not generally affected by export and import, but were almost entirely 
determined by the local harvests. In Purnea common rice sold at 16 seers.a 
rupee at the beginning of the ron and after a rise in July and August and a 
fall in October and again in Devember, it continued to sell at 20 seers a rupee 
until the close of the year. There was some fluctuation in the price of wheat, 
but the prices of other food-grains coutinued favourable throughout the year. _ 
Owing to a good harvest and to decreased exports the price of common rice 
in the district of Malda was a little easier than in the preceding year, but the 
price of wheat rose from 16 seers in 1893-94 to 12 seers 4 chitaks in the year 
. under report. Large expurtation, combined with a deficient outturn, caused the 
price of this staple to rule higher, 2 
The principal food staples of the district of the Sonthal Parganas are rice 
and Indian-corn. Owing to the favourable outturn the price of common rice 
was low. Indian-corn, on which the Sonthals mainly live, was plentiful, and 
they were eonseunentiy well fed and prosperous. Wheat and gram are not 
staple articles of food in this district, and they are not much grown there. 
_ 86. Wages of labour remained almost stationary, There is, if anything, 

gi: a slight tendency towards a rise, but no mark 

peed; ge changes took place during the year under. repor 
The Leputy Commissioner of the Sonthal Parganas writes that in and near towns 
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tended/'to ‘increase their wages, As I remarked last year, weges do not appear 
to fluctuate with or to rise so rapidly as prices. Porat? Kien on ad 
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‘VILL—MANUFACTURES AND MINES. 
» 87. The principal manufactures of the district of Monghyr ¢ontinued to 
) aptenb Lindt ad be opium, molasses, saltpetre, indigo, and guns. It 
so : appears that 81,774 bighas of land were cultivated 
with poppy against 31,086 bighas in the preceding year. The outturn of opium 
was 2,587 maunds against 1,927 maunds in the year 1893-94. Thus there was 
an increase both in the area under cultivation and in outturn, but it is stated that 
the outturn was an average one, and it compares favourably with the previous 
year only because the latter year was unusually bad for poppy. Salenath 
manufactured in this district is exported to Calcutta and other places,  Saltpetre 
is manufactured chiefly in the Begusarai subdivision, where there are many 
manufactories and refineries. Guns are largely manufactured and exported to 
Lower Bengal. The demand for Monghyr-made guns is very large owing to 
their cheapness. During the year under report 3,661 guns and pistols were 
manufactured against 3,799 in the previous 2 968 The indigo season was & 
favourable one, and:as prices were fair, most of the concerns made good profits. 
The statistics which have been received from four favtories show that the total 
outturn.in them was 4,888 maunds, In the preceding year the outturn in seven 
factories was only 3,705 maunds. Ghi and hides are also extensively manufac- 
tured and cured in this district and exported to Caleutta and other places, 
Among minor articles of manufacture may be mentioned ebony boxes, walkin 
sticks, brackets, chairs, cane baskets and fancy articles made of straw, whic 
find a ready sale in the district, all over Bihar, and in a part of the North- 
Western Provinces. + 
38, The principal articles of manufacture of this district are ¢assar silk, 
indigo and molasses. During the year under report 
Shasta? Rs. 1,78,270 worth of dassar silk cloth was exported 
from this district against Rs. 2,18,719 in the preceding year. The falling off 
in the export was due to the rise in the price of cocoons. There were 19 indigo 
factories at work in this district ausing the year under report, and the outturn 
was 1,834 maunds, valued at Rs, 3,41,888, against 1,172 maunds, valued at 
Rs. 3,02,560, in the year before. The cultivation of aengarnane and manufacture 
of sugar and molasses are steadily extending in the Supaul and Banka sub- 
divisions, 

39. The principal manufactures of this district are indigo, country cloth, 
blankets, brassware, wood-work, gunny-bags, mats, 
molasses, and bidri work. The season wes favour- 
able ‘to the growth of indigo, and the outturn was satisfactory. The prices 
obtained were also favourable, Country cloth and blanket are manufactured 
chiefly to supply local want. Some of the former is also exported to Nipal, 
The brassware, didri work, and gunny-bag industries are on the decline. The 
wood-work consists chiefly of the making of cart wheels, which, owing to their 
durability, are in great demand and are sold in the district as well as in thé 
surrounding districts. The mat industry, which is carried on chiefly near 
Kishanganj, has received an impetus by the jepaning of the Kishanganj railway 
line. 5s 7 are also manufactured chiefly in the Kishanganj subdivision 
and to a smaller extent in the Araria subdivision. The introduction of cane- 
pressing mills has given an impetus to this industry. A large quantity of the 
molasses is exported to Linajpur, Jalpaiguri, and Nipal. 

40. The principal manufactures of the district of Malda are silk 

(ineluding the various kinds of silk fabrics), indigo 

ee and brass and bell-metal-ware. There were two 

silk factories under Huropean management and numerous native silk filatures at 
work. ‘I'he two European factories produced 41,810|bs. ‘of silk of the estimated 
value of Rs, 3,46,410 against 67,920lbs. of the estimated value of Rs. 6,67,187 
in the previous year. The estimated value of the silk produced in the native 
was Rs. 11,50,000 against Rs. 14,00,000. The indigo cultivation in 

this district proved more successful than in the preceding year. The outturn 


Purnea. 
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was 1,395 against 1,132 maunds, The manufacture of brass and _bell-metal 
utensils continued to be the same as in the previous year.. There was no 
improvement or decline. : a TA 

41, Indigo and ea: cloth were the chief manufactures of this district. 

There were 15 factories, three of which did not 

a work during the year. The outturn of indigo in 

the remaining 12 factories was 436 maunds against 264 maunds in the year 

before. Country cloth; which is preferred by the poorer people as being thicker ~ 
and stronger than imported cloths, is manufactured for use in the district. 

_ 42. The only districts in this Division where there are mines or quarries 

: are Monghyr and the Sonthal Parganas. Two 

ar mica quarries were worked in the Jamui sub- 

division of the former district, and the output was 86 maunds against 260 

maunds in the preceding year. The stone quarried at Dharahra continued to 

be worked by Mr. Ambler. 

There are four coal mines in the Sonthal Parganas, of which the most 
important is that at Madankata. The output from this mine during the year 
1894 was 40,227 tons of coal against 23,660 tons in the preceding year. 
Owing to the coal-strike in England last year the price of coal ran high, and 
this Company made the best of the opportunity. It is reported, however, that 
the mine is nearly exhausted. ‘I'he other coal mines call for no remarks; they 
yielded altogether only 738 tons of coal. There are several stone quarries in 
this district near the East Indian Railway. The stone is used for railway 
ballast and for the roads of the Municipality of Calcutta and of the District 
Boards of Hooghly and Burdwan. A clay pit was also leased out by Government 
in the Rajmahal subdivision for three years at an annual rental of Rs. 370, 


IX.—TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


43. The trade routes of the districts of this Division, with the exception 
of Purnea, were the same as before. The description given by the Collector 
of Purnea of the trade routes of his district is quoted in extenso. He writes :— 

“No great Sees is observable in the principal trade routes of the district. 
The opening of the Barsoi-Kishanganj Railway line has attracted a good deal 
of the traffic of Kishanganj subdivision, but the boat route by the Sahunadi 
river is still followed as gy bee least expensive. 

“The merchants of Pichlsla-Kuttigola and other places on the Mahanadi 
still send a good proportion of their commodities by the river route to 
Bhadreswar and Calcutta. The boat routes of the Kosi and Ferriani from the 
Araria subdivision have been entirely abandoned, In course of time there can 
be no doubt that the railway will engross the whole traffic of the district. 

“The extension of the Barsoi-Kishanganj line to Siliguri with good feeder 
roads, connecting the principal trade centres with the railway stations, seems 
yery desirable to open up that portion of the district, and it will be a source 
of large income to the railway, The reduced special rates for certain goods 

roposed in my last i ae have, I am glad to notice, been made, and I have no 
Boake that in time a large proportion of the river traffic will pass on to the 
railway.” 

4. The import of European piece-goods showed an increase over the 

pies preceding year, which, the Collector says, was due 

ee to the better general condition of the people and 

to the good outturn of crops. The import of country produce also was over 

the average. The import of rice was larger, and that of salt was smaller than 

in the preceding year. The import of wheat was about the same during the 

ast two years. These temporary variations, which might have been caused 

f fluctuations in prices, are not in fact capable of satisfactory explanation. 

xcept in the cases of wheat and ghi, the export trade in the most important 

commodities showed a falling off as comp with the preceding year, The 
Collector has been unable to ascertain the reason for the decrease, 

45, From the statistics of rail-borne traffic received by the Collector from 

Bhagihpur. the District Traffic Superintendent of the East 

_,, ,, Indian Railway for the six railway stations within 

the Sadar subdivision, it appears that the principal articles ‘of export were 

rice, wheat, und oilseeds, other food-grains, and jute, and of import Enropean 






oods and salt. There was a general falling off in export during the’ 
r weport. as compared with the preceding y The ‘mpi trade ii 
BS. \ . el 

ean piece-goods was rather dull, but that in salt showed a rise. 

On this subject pgm writes uk ve re of —_ exported from 

IG, stisatniwvten “2s and imported to’Supaul from Nipal as registered in 

We Reet sage the three registering offices was Rs. 5,69,115 and 

_ Rs. 4,60,277 against Rs. 6,00,442 and Rs. 3,01,093 of the previous year. But 
this. does not represent the correct figures, as a large quantity escapes regis- 

tration by being carried through routes lying between the intermediate 

stations. 

. 46. I cannot do better than yea the Collector’s account of the 


x import and export trade of his district. He 
writes :— 


“The principal articles of export were jute, tobacco, rice, paddy, mustard 
and hides. An increase is observable in almost every article exported. Rice 
and paddy are taken in considerable quantities to Revelganj, Chapra, Arrab, 
and other places in Bihar, a portion finding its way even to Ghazipur. The 
- goods are sent down by rail to Manihari ghat, whence they are taken b 
country boats to the places aforesaid. Forbesganj is the chief centre of this 
rice and paddy trade, the supply whereof is received to a large extent from 
the Nipal Terai. Mustard ani hides are sent down to Calcutta and jute and 
tobacco to Bhadreswar and Calcutta, the two principal marts in Lower 


“ Jute is daily becoming a very important article of the export trade of 
this district. Messrs. Ralli Brothers of Calcutta have opened a screw-house at 
Kasba and established sub-agericies at Porbesganj and Kishanganj. Cultivators 
have been growing jute to a considerable extent on account of the increased 
demand for this article of trade and the ready market they find for it. The 
also find its cultivation in some years much more profitable than paddy, but it 
it is a speculative crop. | : 

“The principal articles of import were European piece-goods, salt, iron, 
brass and copper wares, cotton, kerosine oil, sugar, and gold and silver. There 
was an increase in almost every article of import, except rice and paaey 
The successive good harvests of the preceding years did not necessitate the 
bringing in of paddy, in any considerable quantity, to the district. The 
supply was more than the requirements of the district, and thus it was able to 
export a large quantity of its produce. 

‘The increase in European. piece-goods is remarkable. The general 
prosperity of the people consequent on the good harvests of successive years 
Ehahted them to purchase new clothes and to celebrate a larger number of 
marriages. The increase in kerosine oil is also considerable ; cheapness is its 
principal characteristic, and people ‘are learning to use it to a considerable 
extent. 

_ & A large increase is also observable in salt. It was necessary to bring in - 
a large quantity of this article to replenish depleted stocks of the previous 
-year. The increase in the other articles of import is not great, and does not 
require special mention. They are due to fluctuations in trade.” 
~~ “The trade with Nipal is daily growing in importance with the increased 
Gradeiwith Nips, trade of the district.and with increased facilities 

i ‘ for transit. Tho pennengel articles of exports were 
tice, paddy, jute, mustard, and tobacco, All these articles showed an increase 
-oyer ie figures of the preceding year, except mustard and jute. The decrease 

“cannot be satisfactorily accounted for. The principal articles of import were 
European piece-goods, salt, iron, betel-nuts, sugar, and kerosine oil. All these 
articles, except. sugar, show an increase. : 
47. ‘The principal articles of export from this district were the same as 
ia in eee: wen viz., rice, wheat, oil-seeds, 
oho rhs pulses, silk, -cloth, jute, indigo, metal-ware, 
cocoons and mangoes. ‘The principal articles of import were European 
- piece-goods, cotton twist, salt and kerosine oil, The export of rice which was 
fo the North-West Provinces fell off from 8,00,000 in 1893-94 to 7,00,000 
inds during tho year under report. The export trade in wheat, .raw :) 
soons, and metal-ware was normal; that in kalai and pulses was dull, an 
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the export of silk fabrics was smaller than in the preceding year. The import 
of ‘sal piece-goods, cotton twist, and pelenin oil increased, and that of 
a an. ie liege: Ca hat trad usual, very 
48, e Deputy missioner reports that © was, as very 
Sonthal Parganas brisk in the eastern parts of his district, viz., in the 
\ Rajmahal apd Pakour subdivisions, where the 
lines of communication were the East Indian speseeg b and the river Ganges. 
In the Deoghur and Jamtara subdivisions trade was less brisk, but was more 
active than in the Sadar and Godda subdivisions. The principal articles of 
export were grain, pulses, oil-secds, sugar, unrefined, tobacco, lac, tassar cocoons, 
stone metal, hides, buffalo horns, and sabai grass. Mohua was also exported 
from this district, but accurate statistics are not available. ‘Those of import 
were European piece-goods, kerosine oil, spices, salt, gunny-bags, and _brass- 
ware. The export of sabai grass was considerable. The grass was despatched 
to the Bally, Titagar, and other paper mills. ‘The export of lac was not large. 
The trade in hides and bones expanded. The import trade increased Fm 
during the year. The number of cattle registered in the Hiranpur cattle 
market was 27,814 against 33,722 in the year 1893-94. No satisfactory 
explanation is available of the large falling off in this trade. 

The District Officers have not been able to ake much use in their present 
reports of the statistics furnished by the Railway authorities and the Government 
under orders passed in Statistical Department circular No. 2, dated the 16th 
ope 1895, on the subject of statistics of river and rail-borne traffic. Long 
after the submission of their Annual General Administration Reports the District 
Officers of Monghyr, Bhagalpur, and Malda, and the Deputy Commissioner 
of the Sonthal Parganas, forwarded to this office, without comments, the 
statements of ‘‘up” and “down” import and export boat traffic carried along 
the Nadia rivers; and the District Officer of Monghyr alone submitted the 
statement of boat. traffic along the Calcutta and Eastern Canals. Only the 
Deputy Commissioner of the Sonthal Parganas and the Collector of Bhagalpur 
have submitted figures of rail-borne traffic. It is hoped that all the statements 
ordered by Government will be received by the District Officers in time for 
incorporation in their reports for the current. year, and that they will be fully 
reviewed by them in their next reports, Figures for two years will then be 
available for comparison. Their special attention will be called to this important 
subject early next year and before their next reports become due. 


X.—ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES, 


49, The most important administrative change made during the year was 
the formation of a separate Arrear Collection Department in each district under 
Government Order No. 1648L.R., dated the 22nd March 1894. It is yet too 
early to give final opinion on the results of this scheme, as it was in operation 

only for a of the year. So far as I have been able: to judge, however, it 
has been of considerable advantage. 

A revised scale of apprentices for mufassal offices, te, 20 cent. on the . 
number of permanent employés in the whole office (instead of 10 as before), was 
senetscpad y Government in their No. 5959M.A., dated the 15th November 

ast, 

Two outposts, one at Harda and the other at Assuragarh, in the Purnea 
district, and the outpost of Bholahat in the Malda district, were abolished; 
= the outposts at Manikchak and Tulsihatta in Malda were converted into 

anas. 

The Sadar Munsif of Malda was vested with the powers of a Small Cause 
Court “a, for trial of suits up to the value of Rs. 100. 

_The following Acts of the Governor-General in Council were extended 
during the year to the Sonthal Parganas, viz,.— 


Act V of 1881, Probate and Administration. 
Act lof 1894, Land Acquisition. : 


A Bench of Honorary Magistrates was established for the first time at 
Deoghur in the Southal Parganas. Messrs, W. M. Smith and W. O. Miiller, 
both retired Deputy Magistrates, were inyested with powers to try cases 
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‘(sitting alone) at Madhupur and Bark ctively. lat i 

oe Pg meitely pe, respectively. The latter has sinco ; 
_ Sultanganj Bench was made independent during the year under 
vei 


XI—STATISTICAL ENQUIRIES. 


50. Both births and deaths were registered by the police throughout the 
Division. In the non-police tracts of the Sonthal ‘arganas they were recorded 
by the parganites with the help of other indigenous agencies, ‘lhe accuracy of 

ese statistics is doubtful and is questioned in many quarters, but the subject 
is now receiving increased attention from all officers concerned, and yearl 
improvement in this direction is visible. Much depends on the interest’ taken 
in the matter by the eapesior officers of police. The Magistrate of Monghyr 
writes:—‘‘< Births’ and ‘deaths’ have been registered by the police during the 
year. The rural chaukidars take the information under these heads throngh 
the punches to the thana on ae days, where they are registered. The local 
police and outpost officers check this information. “‘Death’ registration is fairly 
well carried out in this district, and has been so ever since 1885, when Colonel 
Ramsay, District Superintendent of Police, took up the subject and more than 
doubled the registered death-rate of the previous year, 

“* Birth’ registration in rural circles, on the other hand, has only been in 
operation for three years, and there is no doubt that the figures are much below 
the truth. The figures for the three years.are as follows :— 


1892—Birth ...71,857—35-04 per 1,000. 
188— Do. .., 74,654—36-66 __,, 
I8t4— Do. .., 75,479=37-07 ” 


“During the year under review five circles show an increased birth-rate as 
compared with the preceding year and nine a decrease, 

“Sikandra and Ohakai, which were formerly two of the most backward 
thanas in the district, show a large increase— 


Sikandra from 3,516 births (30-72) to 4,100 (35°82), 
Chakai from 3,709 (31-66) to 4,373 (37-32), 


‘ But for the large increase in these two thanas the district as a whole would 
have shown a decreased instead of an increased birth-rate for 1894,” 

The Magistrate of Malda wriies:— The system is still defective. I 
always inspect the death and birth registers when in the interior, and am sorry 
to have to admit that the entries do not appear to be reliable. I have directed 
the police officers to warn the chaukidars to report births and deaths regularly, 
Any marked delinquency in this respect is punished judicially, sometimes with 
imprisonment.” ; E 

Statistics were also collected during the year regarding crops, industries, 
prices-current, and rainfall, The Collector of Purnea writes that statistics of 
trade were also collected by a De a Bese at the Sadar and by a Sub- 
Deputy Collector at Fahongan). n Malda enquiries regarding the export and 
import trade were made by the police, 

51. Statistics of traffic with Nipal were, as in previous years, collected in 
the districts of Bhagalpur and Purnia by muharrirs stationed on the frontier. 
On this subject the Collector of Bhagalpur writes:-—“ The registration of 
traffic with Nipal continues to be made at the same places, viz., Birpur, Kanoli, 
and Panchparia. The Subdivisional Officer of Supaul reports that ‘the 
registration at these places does not represent the exact trade with Nipal as 
goods pass across the ndary at intermediate points, He considers that the 
number of articles which escape registration must be large.” The Qullector of 
Purnea writes:—‘ These stations are on the most important routes through 
which the trade principally passes, but there are other routes of lesser import- 
unce by which it is believed a fair portion of the trade is carried ov. a 

ures can only be regarded as approximately correct, and I do not thi 
would be safe to place much reliance on them. 


y 
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oe X1L—CIVIL JUSTICE, - Nott tas ee 
52, The figures for the work done by the several civil courts in 
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Division have, as ordered by Government, been obtained direct from the District 


dges. 
The Munsif’s Court at Jamui w 


orked almost throughout the year 1894, and... 


was of much advantage to the people of that subdivision. Owing to heavy 
pressure of work a second Subordinate Judge was deputed to Monghyr fora. 


portion of the year. 


~ Several zamindars of the Supaul subdivision, headed by the Maharaja of 


Darbhanga, applied for a separate 
however, was of opinion that there 
Munsif, and he did not approve of 


munsifi for that subdivision. The Judge, 
was not sufficient work there for a separate 
the Munsif of Madhipura being removed to 


Supaul, The matter has been dropped for the present ; its revival would involve 


the expensive question of new buildi 


dings. 
The permanent Sadar Munsif of Malda was vested in October last with 
the powers of a Small Cause Court Judge for trial of suits up to a yalue of © 


Rs. 100. 


The Collector of Malda, Mr. Price, states that great inconvenience is felt 
in haying the District Judge at Rajshahi, which is 92 miles from Malda. For 


half the year parties cannot avail th 


emselves of the steamer service for going to 


and coming from Rajshahi for the institution and conduct of appeals and 
original cases of value exceeding Rs. 1,000. He suggests the establishment of 
a Subordinate Judge's Court at Malda, and I think the proposal is a reasonable 


on 


between creditors and debtors were 


e. 
The Officiating Collector of Monghyr, Mr, Wheeler, writes :—‘‘ The relations 


far from satisfactory: all the Munsifs report 


unfavourably of the high rates of interest charged by money-lenders, specially 
by the Marwaris. The raiyats cannot do without the help of the mahajans, but 
once in their grasp, it becomes say pe difficult to extricate themselves.” The 


usury law is now under discussion by ti 


e Government of India, and it would be 


remature to say more on the subject. I think that agricultural banks for the 
benett of the raiyats might be tried in some of the districts of this Division. 
If these banks were started under Government patronage and guarantee, native 
ntlemen of position and means, especially Government officers, would be 


glad to keep their savings in deposit in such banks if 4 to 6 per cent. interest 


were allowed on such deposits acco 
withdrawal, 


rding to the time allowed for the right of 


The increase in the number of rent suits in Monghyr is attributed to the 
fact of the Srinagar estate instituting a large number of rent suits on its 
release from the control of the Court of Wards. The Collector of Bhagalpur 
_ reports that the increase of such suits in his district is due to the partition of 


the Srinagar estate, which resulted 


in the institution of rent suits on behalf of 


each share of the estate. The increase in the district of Malda is attributed to 

the institution of a large number of such cases by the Raja of Pakour, 
It is reported that in the district of Monghyr the number of enhancement 

suits increased owing to disputes both as regards the quantity of land and the 


rate of rent. The claims on both 
supported by fabricated documents. 


sides-are said in many cases to have been 


The Munsif of Begusarai says:—“I take special care to see that only those 


applications for d 


istraint are granted in which the landlords could furnish primd 


facie strong evidence of their title.” This precaution, he says, has led to a 
visible falling off in the number of such applications, 
Mr. Wheeler refers to the general complaint of the great delay in the 


Sepoe! of title suits by the ci 
suc 


courts, I egree with him that if decrees in 


cases could be obtained within a reasonable time and at a reasonable cost, 


many disputes, which otherwise ‘occupy the time of the criminal courts and 
disturb the peace of the district, would be avoided. It is, however, only fair to 
admit that such delays are as often as not the fault of the parties rather than of 


__ the courts. _ 
With reference to the increase 


in the number of title suits in Bhagalpur ~ 


from 524 in 1893 to 934 in 1804, and the decrease of money suits from 6,096 
to 4,302, the Officiating , Mr. Mullick, writes—“The above inerease ~ 


and decrease is, according to the 





istrict Judge, due to the fact that a num 














‘aideatanes suits which had hitharto been wron ly classed as money suits have 


a 


now been classed as title suits.” This se of classification would still 
leave a portion of the variation unexplained. The Collector thinks that “a pos- 
‘sible explanation may be found in two years of successive prosperity.” 

the district of Malda the number of title and other suits increased from 
673 in 1893 to 1,583 in 1894. The Collector attributes the increase to the 
institution of a very large number of cases by the zamindar of Chanchaj 
(Babu Sarat Chandra Roy Chaudhury) against the tenants of his newly- 
purchased estate of Shyampur. All these suits were for ejectment of tenants. 

There was also an increase in this district from 3,221 to 3,374 of suits for 
money; and the Munsif of Malda attributes it to the ill-feeling between the 
landlords and tenants of thanas Malda and Gazole, 

- 68, The special ca mais on the Administration of Civil Justice in the 
a Parganas was submitted with my letter No, 1130J,, of the 22nd May 
894. 

The total number of original suits instituted in that district during last 
year was 13,348 and of execution cases 7,600 as against 12,583 and 6,706, 
respectively, in the year 1893. The Officiating Deputy Commissioner, 
Mr. Bernard, with reference to the increase in title suits, writes that a majority 
of them was instituted with a view to have contested claims to land confirmed 
by the civil courts in tracts which have not been recently resettled. 

The good harvest of two successive years has, it is said, induced the people 
to institute many money suits in the belief that they had a better chance of 
realising their dues, 

The number of cases referred to arbitration fell from 506 to 386. The 
Deputy Commissioner writes that the decrease took place everywhere, except in 
Deoghur and Jamtara, and that arbitration is not liked by any class except the 
Sonthals and Paharias. 

The result of the Administration of Civil Justice in the Sonthal Parganas 
was generally satisfactory and creditable to the officers of the staff of that 
district. I may add that the tendency is for work to increase without a 
corresponding increase of workers, and that the demand for officers for the Bihar 
survey was felt in this district as in the other districts of this Division, 


XIII.—CRIME, 


54. The total number of cases reported to and investigated by the police 
during the year under report was 11,526, which, compared with the figures for 
1893 (10,253), gives an increase of 1,273 cases. ith the exception of a 
slight decrease in Malda and the Sonthal Parganas the increase is about 
equally shared by all the districts of the Division, 

Of the 10,253 cases enquired into during the year 735 were found to be 
false and 10,791 to be true, Five thousand eight hundred and seventy-four cases 
were disposed of by Magistrates, of which 4,839 ended in conviction, The 
number of persons brought to trial was 11,818, of whom 7,504 were convicted 
and 3,828 were seazihigt The Magistrate of Bhagalpur writes: —‘‘ An unsatis- 
factory feature of the year’s returns is the apparent revival of dacoity. In 1893 
there was only one case, but the number rose to five in 1894, and of these only one 
was detected and successfully prosecuted. ‘The proximity of the Nipal frontier 
accounts for the successful escape of the criminals in the northern subdivision. 
It is always possible to check this form of crime when it is the work of local 

, but when we have to deal with bad characters from the other side of the 
ntier the police at our disposal can no more prevent dacoities than they can 
vent er.” There is only one Police Inspector for the two subdivisions of 

Madhipara and Supaul, and the area of his jurisdiction is far too large to allow 
of effective supervision. The matter has been specially represented to the 
Tns eneral of Police since the close of the year with an application for 
asecond Inspector and a slight increase to the police force on the Nipal border, 


XIV.—POLICE. 


55, The conduct vf the police of this Division was, on the whole, satis- 
factory during the year under report, and there 4s 
pee paiee. nothing which calls for special mention vader thix 





ee 

Preventive police were employed in Monghyr owing to repeated obstruc-’ 
tions on the Bast Indian Rallway line, and in the Sonthal Parganas owing to— 
agrarian disputes, ; frig 

56. The introduction of Act VI Nort ), 1870, is practically complete inthe _ 

Raul oiling districts of Purnea and Malda, In Monghyr and 
, errs: Bhagalpur a considerable amount of work in this 
direction remains to be done during the current year. ‘Ihe Sonthal Parganas 
has a rural police system or systems peculiar to itself. The Magistrate of 
Monghyr writes :—“ The rural police have worked well. One hundred and one 
men were rewarded, and Rs. 359 was paid as reward for good services. Two 
hundred men were punished. As compared with 1893, the number has fallen 
from 119 rewarded and 273 punished. It is probable that the greater number of 
punishments in 1893 had a salutary effect. The pay of the men has also been: 
seage raised throughout the district, which may be expected to have a good 
ect. 

“The chaukidars’ salaries were paid more regularly, and a large number of 
villages were brought under the Chaukidari Act during the year.” 

The Magistrate of Bhagalpur remarks:—‘The extension of the Chaukidari 
Act in the district is being gradually carried out. Early in the year under report 
it was successfully introduced into the whole of the Sadar thana. The system 
has hardly had time to get into thorough working order in the new area, but 
in those parts in which it has been longer in force it is found to be very 
successful, The District Superintendent of Police considers the reporting of 
crime to be quite as good as in other districts in which the Act is fully in force. 
The attendance at parade is decidedly good, substitutes being for the most part 
sent when the chaukidar is unable to come. 

“In consequence of the extension the number of chaukidars under Act VI 
has largely increased. '"he number in 1893 was 2,219 against 1,519 under 
Regulation XX of 1817, while in 1894 it rose to 2,503 against 1,200 jagirdars, 
It is a matter of surprise to me that the introduction of Act VI has proceeded 
so smoothly; for there can be no doubt that every class of the public regards 
it with disfavour. The villagers hate it because it means additional and, what 
is more direct, taxation. The zamindar hates it because it deprives him of a 
willing servant, and the chaukidar hates it because he loses what is dear to the 
heart of every cultivator—land, and because his commuted pay by itself is not 
nearly enough to support him. It is fortunate, however, that in the majority 
of cases the holder of the tenure is appointed chaukidar. The number of 
chaukidars judicially punished was 26, while 884 were fined departmentally. 
The percentage of chatksaas rewarded is only ‘01, an unsatisfactory feature, 
to remedy which efforts will be made during the current year.” 

The Magistrate of Purnea says :— 

“Of the 4,517 rural police or chaukidars (vide paragraph 21), 4,443 
are under Act VI of 1870 and 74 under Regulation XX of 1817. The general 
rate of pay is Rs. 4, though there are chaukidars in some places who get Rs. 6 
or Rs. 5, and Rs. 3 in a few instances also. In spite of all measures adopted, it 
has been found difficult to secure men of good caste to take the office of chau- 
kidar. In some instances the services of Sheikhs, Pathans, and Rajputs were 
secured by offering higher salaries. The Hari caste is the prevailing element 
in the rural police. They are very low in point of repute and caste, so much 80 
that good caste people are said to tremble at the bare idea of having to use the 
spear of a Hari chaukidar.” Mr. Meares, the District Superintendent of Police, 
writes :—“ The working of the rural police is extremely unsatisfactory. Avery 
large proportion of these are Haris, one of the most criminal classes in the 
district, and decidedly the most dangerous class owing to their extensive 
organisation, extending as it does throughout the centre of the district from 
south to north and into the Morang. The panches prefer employing Haris, as 
they are a menial class from whom they are able to get more private work than 

m men of other castes, and who from their low social position are more 
amenable than most castes to their orders in every thing.” ; 

67. Mr. J. H. Bernard, Officiating Dapilty Colartiasionss, Sonthal P. 
makes the following observations on this subject:—* The rural police in the 
Deoghur subdivision are underpaid. In the Jamtara subdivision a considerable — 
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‘improvement in the status of chaukidars has been effected b ing their 
pay to Rs. 3 per mensem by taxing the villagers. In the Dicgh 


raisi 
ur subdivision 
a i is under consideration. Probably the ghatwals in ghatwali estates and 
vamindars in other estates should provide either pay or jagirs for badly paid 


chaukidars. In Jamtara a scheme has been devised by which the old ghat 


chaukidars, who have now no work to do, pay for the entertainment of sardar 
chaukidars. These officials are now well off and are said to be working well, 
The ghatwal of Ghati inthe same subdivision received special commendation for 
prompt action in a case of dacoity which resulted in the discovery and conviction 
of the culprits who had not been identified by the complainant, and probably 
thought they had got safely iG The Subdivisional Officer of Jamtara is 
endeavouring to prevent the subletting by chaukidars of their jagir lands to 
mahajans and to get lands with which they have parted back for them, The 
difficulty lies in their identification, The Subdivisional Officer of Pakour has 
paid much attention to the organisation of indigenous police in his subdivision 
and reports of their work in terms of praise. They certainly do a great deal 
everywhere, and perhaps more in Pakour than elsewhere, where they are all 
st known to Mr. Smith. I am at present attempting to improve the 
rural police arrangements in the Dumka subdivision. In Rajmahal police 
tracts Mr. McGavin, the Subdivisional Officer, has taken steps to cause chauki- 
dars to be punctually paid.” 


XV.—ORIMINAL JUSTICE. 


58. The number of cases disposed of by Stipendiary Magistrates in 1894 
was 12,009, or 9 less than in 1893, but the number of persons tried was 17,863, 
or 265 more than in the preceding year. Forty-seven thousand one hundred 
and forty-seven witnesses were examined against 51,396 in 1893, an increase 
of 4,249. These figures indicate that the cases disposed of during the year 
under report were of a more serious and difficult nature than in 1893. “he 
slight increase (of 3°5 over 3°3) in the ratio of detention of witnesses over two 
days points to the same conclusion. 

és the total number of persons on trial, 63°1 per cent. was convicted and 
36°5 was acquitted, as against 58-8 and 40-5 per cent, res ctively in 1893, 

It is satisfactory to note that the number of appeals toll from 1,443 in 1893 
to 1,363 in 1894, while the ratio per cent. of decisions confirmed on appeal rose 
from 73'4 to 78°5 respectively. Each Stipendiary Magistrate disposed of an 
average number of 237°8 cases in 1894 against 225°6 in 1893. 

59. The results shown in the preceding aragraph would hardly have 
been attained but for the help rendered to the searta eaten by the Honora’ 
Magistrates, who disposed of no less than 3,439 cases last year compared wit 
2,523 in 1893, an increase of 916. In these cases 4,039 persons were tried 
against 3,088 in 1893, an increase of 951. The nearer correspondence between 
the number of cases and the number of persons tried by the Honorary 
Magistrates indicates the fact that they were of a more simple nature. The 
imei of persons convicted and persons acquitted in the above cases was 
63'1 and 36:2 in 1894 against 56-6 and 43-4 in 1893, Five thousand eight 
hundred and six witnesses were examined as against 5,285 in 1893, and only 
148 of the former were detained more than two days. The ratio of detention 
fell from 7*8 in 1893 to only 24 in the year under report. The percentage of 
decisions confirmed on appeal fell, however, from 69°7 in 1893 to 65°0 in 1894, 

Each Bench dispoend of an average of 129°7 cases as against 110°9 in the 

revious year, and the average numbor of witnesses examined in each case fell 
m 2°0 to 1*6. It will be seen therefore that the Pasig work of the Benches 

of Honorary Magistrates is still of the easiest and most primitive description, 
I oundider dirt the older and more experienced of them having now served their 


a ticeshi ight in future be entrusted with the trial of casos of a more 
dittoult end. tmpoe 


t and important nature. The relief afforded to the administration by 
the work of the Honorary Magistrates is considerable, but it might, 1 think, be 
Increased with advantage to all concerned. Their services are certainly worthy 
of acknowledgment and praise. ‘ 

_ 60. There are altogether 23 Benches in this Division composed of 
Honorary 7 Sowa even each of these Benches have 2nd and 3rd class 
Powers, and the Bhagalpur Sadar Bench has Ist class powers. The Shaikpura 
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Bench sits four days a week, 
twice a week; ten sit once and the other five sit every 
Bench was established at Deoghur shortly after the 
Kishanganj Bench was made independent, to which 
the Division now belong, except 


The names of the Honorary M 
by regular attendance are given below :— 
Monyhyr. 
Mr. John Hartley “th ree 
Revd. Lewis Thomas Terry 
Bhagalpur. 
Munshi Sujact Ali Khan ase 


Babu ibaa ee Buxy 

¥ igram Si ite aap 
» Kartic Prasad Chaudhuri... 
» Rash Behari Mandal see 

s, Shama Pado Ghose 

, Baidya Nath Bose mv 
Maulvi Syed Shah Mahomed Anwar Ali 
Munshi Golam Maula ... © see 
Babu Sanki Lal Jha... sin 
Munshi Mukdoom Baksh 
Maulvi Mahomed Faniq 
Babu Bhagwan Chandra Chaube 

, _Pryag Ohaudhuri 
Mr. Herschel Dear Christian 


Babu Jagat Narain Singh 
re ier Mookherji res 
Munshi Haji Najibulla ae 
Purnea. 
Babu Kamakhya Nath Ghose 
,, Gobind Chan dra Banerji 
Maulvi Mahomed Hadi ne 


Mr. Vivian Ernest Weatherall 
» Charles William Thomas 
» Roderick Jefferson Cave vie 
” Charles James Sbillingford —... 


Maulvi Mir Jahor Ali ma 
Babu Girwardhari Lal a 
Mr. Algermond Caswell Rolt oon 
Malda 
Babu Thakur Das Das se 
»  Bhagawati Charan Sen ‘ve 
Maulyi Abdul Aziz Khan Ses 
Babu Gopi Charan Sen ey 
“ ica Lal Satyar hits 


» Haris Chandra Das Mas 
» Promothe Nath Banerji bes 
Gopi Mohun Shah Mes 


disposal of cases during the year:— 


the former, 


the Jamui Bench three days: 
oe aan 
Giese all the Benchesin *) 
which is still in leading stri % 

‘strates who specially distinguished themselves — 


close of 
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six Benches sit — 
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JTamalpur. 


Do. 

Old Malda. 

N sips 
awa 4 
Dit. 


61. The following Honorary Magistrates had powers to sit singly for the 


Rai Medni Prosad Singh Bahadur. Mr. Charles William ‘Thomas, 

Bebu Bhubaneshar Prashad. Babu Girwardhari Lal. 

Raja Ram Narain Singh Bahadur. Mr. William George Morey. 

Bana Baidya Nath Bose. » William Muller Smith. 

Dr. David Picachy. William Charles Muller. 

Babu Gobind Chandra Banerji. ulvi Syed Abdul Rahman Muzuffer. 
Frederick Alexander Shillin Mr. Sidney James Bazalgette. 


: ; 


62. ‘Tho Magistrate of Bhagal “Taking the district 99:8” 
whole, the Beuch ‘Magistrates tev dank very useful work. Their nig te 5 
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rw been more regular, the guslity of their work has been better, and they 
have shown a sense of responsibility which does them great credit. My 
predecessor, with the sanction of the Commissioner, was able to acknowledge 
smi writing the services of several among them who had shown particular zeal. 
1 this connection the Maharaja of Sonbursa and Sub-Registrar, Colgong, as 
onorary Magistrates deserve special mention: the former attended every 
itting of the Sonbursa Bench and the latter as President of the Colgong 
Bench and in his capacity as a Magistrate empowered to sit singl disposed 
of a large number of cases. During the year under report the Sultangenj 
Bench, was converted into an Independent Bench and the onorary Magistrates 
of Colgong were empowered to take cognizance of complaints and police cases 
under section 191, Criminal Procedure Code. 

“In contrast with this progress, I regret to state that in point of despatch 
and efficiency the administration of justice has not improved. The percentage 
of witnesses detained over two days was 3:9 against 1-4. Of A cases remanded 
more than six times, 3°8 as against 1-2, and of convictions in sessions cases 62°9 
as against 80°7 in 1893. I am unable to supply any explanation for this 
apparent decline.” 

The Magistrate of Purnea remarks :—‘ The Sadar Bench, 5 of whose 16 
members are empowered to sit singly, tried only 70 persons against 136 in 
1893. Many of the members were absent from ‘the district on private affairs 
for a great part of the year. The former system by which cases were made 
over to particular Magistrates, who made their own arrangements for attend- 
ing, was not calculated to produce convenience to parties who had often to 
wait many days till the pleasure of the Honorary Magistrates was known. A 
Bench has now been arranged for each day in the week, as it is hoped that this 
plan will work better. But there is no great administrative need for Benches 
in this district, as there are not more cases than the Stipendiary Magistrates can 
try.” 

63. The total number of sessions cases in 1894 was 166 as compared with 
131 in the previous year, and the percentage in 
which conviction was obtained rose from 79°6 to 81°7. 

This is a very creditable result. In one case of riot in the Jamui sub- 
division of the Monghyr district eight persons were killed. ‘The accused were 
acquitted by the Sessions Judge, and against this acquittal an appeal was 
peprecees by Government to the High Court under section 417, Criminal 

rocedure Uode. The appeal was not, however, successful. In the Sonthal 
Parganas an important change was made during the year under report in the 
conduct of sessions prosecutions. These were formerly prosecuted by one of 
the stipendiary Magistrates at Dumka, but the prosecution is now conducted 
under the sanction of the Legal Remembrancer by a pleader. 

64. The year 1894 opened with an outstanding balance of Rs. 45,054. 
Geis A sum of Rs. 85,173 was imposed during the 
eae year, making a total demand of Rs. 1,30,227. 

Rupeos 76,227 was collected, Rs. 14,330 remitted on apper or written off 
(total Rs. 90,557), leaving an outstanding balance on the 31st December 
1894 of Nts. 39,670, It is satisfactory to observe that the outstanding balances 
were reduced during the year instead of being increased as they were in 1893, 
and this in spite of a large¥ total demand. About Rs; 8,000 more (in round 
figures) was remitted and written off in 1894 than in the preceding year, 
and this accounts chiefly for the above result. 

_ Increased attention has been paid during the year under report to the 
‘subject of the realisation and remission of criminal fines. The power of. 
Writing off such fines as are irrecoverable has been delegated by Government to 
District Eagan, and they have been asked to use it freely though with 

. due care and caution and after local enquiry. Many of the fines imposed by 
the courts, especially in excise cases, are far beyond the means of the accused 
person, and are generally given with the object of securing a full term of 
imprisonment in default. 1f such imprisonment is suffered in the case of a low 

, Caste person or landless labourer, fined, say, Rs. 50, it is worse than uséless 
to keep the fine outstanding and to make periodical enquiries regarding its 
ausation, Such a fine hanging over his head only makes such a person hope- 

Jess and drives him again to crime in sheer despair. 
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65. Of 8,548 A forms sent wp in 1894 only 1,051 were disposed of 
A on the first day, the. figures for 1893 being 8,11. 
ee , and 1,020, ively. The ratio of cases re- 
manded six times and more rose from 8'0 in 1893 to 4°2 in 1894, This is, 
accounted for by the increase in the number of cases and of witnesses examin 
in them and by the fact that, the district staff fell considerably below a 
requirements during last year owing to the demand for. officers for the b 
survey. Work was carried on at one time or another at high pressure through- 
out the Division, and. but for the Benches of Honorary Magistrates it would 
have been still more difficult to cope with it. As remarked in paragraph 59, 
the help given by them might with advantage be considerably increased, 


XVI—REGISTRATION OF DOCUMENTS. 


66. The number of Registration Officers (29) and of Special (6) and Rural 
(23) Sub-Registrars in the Division remained the same as in the previous year, 

The total number of documents registered in the whole Division during the 
year was 71,648 agaivst 70,477 in the preceding year, showing an increase 
of 1,171. This increase occurred in all the districts, except Purnea, and 
was most striking in Bhagalpur and Monghyr. The Collector of Bhagalpur 
writes :—‘‘ The increase is chiefly observable in the registration of term leases, 
mortgages, and sales of immoveable property of the value of Rs. 100 and 
upwards. The cause of increase in the term leases is attributed to the abnormal 
increase in Banka subdivision owing to.the renewal of leases and counterparts 
in the Lachmipur, Sabalpur, and Panjwara estates. ‘The rise in the registration 
of sales is due to the effect of the Bengal Tenancy Act.” 

The Magistrate of Monghyr writes:—‘‘ The cause of increase is the 
reduction of the minimum fee from 12:annas to 8 annas. The partial failure 
of bhadoi crops also caused the poorer tenants and other people to sell and 
mortgage their lands to meet daily expenses and to pay off the arrears of rents 
on their lands.” 

’ Regarding the decrease in Purnea the Collector states:—‘ The decrease 
of 1,143 in the number of registrations is attributed to two causes,—/irst, a good 
harvest; second, that in the previous year a large number of term leases were 
registered in consequence of several settlements between landlords and tenants.” 

The increase in Malda andthe Sonthal Parganas: was small, and does not 
call for any particular remark. Regarding fluctuations in the different kinds 
of: documents, however, the Deputy Commissioner writes :— There has been a 
remarkable decrease both in perpetual and terminable leases. Transfers of lands 
by sale or lease are not recognised and usufructuary mortgages are not allowed 
to. have full effect. In such cases the courts do not allow the mortgagees to 
remain in possession when it is proved that they have realised what the u 
clause of Kegulation Ll of 1872 allows. The fall in the registration of these 
deeds has been made up by a number of deeds of sale of sabai grass by the 
paharias.in Rajmahal subdivision.” ; 

This department continued to work, well and to give satisfaction to the 
people. Many of the Sub-Registrars are:-Honorary Magistrates, aud as.such and 
as Municipal Commissioners and in other ways give considerable assistance to 
the general administration without any detriment to their own special duties. 
They also give valuable advice to parties as to the proper stamp required for 
documents brought or about to be registered. In the smaller oltices they have 
considerable leisure which might, I think, be: often usefully employed by 
District Officers in various miscellaneous executive duties and enquiries. They 
are as a. rule trusted and liked by the people. 

XVIL—CONDITION OF THE DIVISION AS REGARDS LAND AND THE LAND 
REVENUE ADMINISTRATION, ; 
(Notz,—Where the figures under this head) XVII differ from those in the, Annual Land Revenue 


Report submitted to the Board of enue, the is dh € 
Sonthal Parganas, which are not fnaltoled (a the he mica is. due to.the inclusion. of the figures for the 


67, The number of estates,borne on the five revenue rolls of the Division: 


: was increased during the, year. by. 155 (net), tes. 
nigepenptiner s1 from 14,639, to 14,794, Ten entatens i naliye 
were redeemed by payment of the capitalised value of the t 
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ve in Bhag were purchased by Government at revenue sales 
ee of (hel: Bate, ned dabitentian each of the above districts) were 
noved from the revenue rolls as untraceable... 
68. The current demand from the above estates decreased from 
PRIS sockamscn’ Rs. 33,77,505 in 1893-94 to Rs, 33,75,022 in the 
i co under report. The net decrease of Rs, 2,483 
occurs chiefly in estates in class II, and is mainly due to diluvion of land and 
ispossession from a fishery. The demand from estates in class I is almost: 
exactly the same as in the previous year. There was a slight compensating 
increase in estates in class II] due to resettlements and to settlements of alluvial 
accretions, 
69. The current collections were Rs, 33,04,963 during the year as against 
Rs. 32,83,230 in 1893-94, giving a net increase of 
Rs. 21,783 and an increased percentage of" 97-9 
compared with 97:2. The arrear collections amounted to Ks. 87,895 out of an 
arrear demand of Rs. 98,696—a percentage of 89°05 against 95°7 in the pre- 
vious year; 97-6 per cent. of the current and arrear demands together was 
collected, the remissions amounting to about *2, leaving a balance of only 2:2 
per cent. distributed over estates as follows:— 


Collections. 


Rs. 
Class I ay ‘ see 24,807 
” II ese aa 5,716 
) 4Ee Wee we 47,840 
Total ws 77,863 





70. Out of 14,500 revenue-paying estates in the Division, 1,767 fell 
; into arrear for a sum of Rs, 72,416: 212 were put 
Selon. her corm, Land yp to sale, but only 103 were actually sold, the rest 
; being exempted by the Collectors under section 18, 
Act XI of 1859, on payment of all the atin Li arrears of whatever nature 
due from them. It cannot, I think, be said that these figures show any 
severity or harshness in the administration of the revenue sale laws. I should 
rather be inclined to say that they indicate such a leniency in the application 
of section 18 as to make ie somewhat lax and careless in the matter of 
punctual payments, and to favour the idea that sale day may be looked upon 
ag a second or subsidiary kist day. It is, I think, much to be regretted that 
the discretion given by section 18, Act XI of 1859, was not taken away as pro- 
posed in the Bill prepared by Mr. Beames, which was withdrawn at the last 
session of the Bengal Council. Standing as it does, it produces irregularities 
and variations of procedure every time a new Collector comes to a district, to 
the great bewilderment of the people. 
71. Highty-two estates were under settlement during the year, of which 
56 were pending from 1893-94, and 26 were new 
RP institutions: 21 were disposed of, leaving a balance 
of 61 for disposal. With the exception of taufir Barhia in Monghyr and the 
settlements: under Mr. Craven in the Sonthal Parganas, all of these were of a 
tty nature. In Monghyr work was hampered by the want of a qualified 
uty Collector, and in the Supaul subdivision of North Bhagalpur by the 
want ofa Sub-Deputy Collector. In the Sonthal Parganas Mr. Craven was 
able, before his transfer to Singhbhum, to complete the bulk of the settlement 
work lie. had: in hand,-and:it will be finished by the Deputy Commissioner with 
the help of a Sub-Deputy Collector (Maulvi ag Hossein), who was one of 
Mr, Craven’s Assistant Settlement Officers. With the exception of parganas 
Teor, Ambar, and Sultanabad, the records of which remain open for a year 
under section, 25, Regulation III'of 1872, all the other settlement work which 
_ Mr. Craven had in hand has been closed, 
In connection with the recent settlements in the Pakour subdivision the 
Test Gaeeniasonsn Sonthal Parganas, quotes. the following from the report 
of Mr, Mcl, Smith:—There has-been great excitement and dissatisfaction: 


hee the. nage the result. of the settlement, They say they have: 
~ been ruined by. h ‘settlement taking away their rights.” 
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Mr. Bernard adds:—“ Lately on Mr. Smith’s representation aid on petitions 

filed by village headmen, I had under consideration the grievances complained. 
of. dice of them seemed to be groundless. The action of the Settlement 
Departaent was based on previous custom and on principles carefully cousidered 
and sanctioned by my predecessor, Mr. Carstairs. ‘here were some omissions 
and mistakes, to rectify which steps are being taken. Qn the whole, I suspect. 
the excitement is overestimated y Mr. Smith, who is apt to see things from. 
the raiyat’s point of view alone. No doubt the ae object to pay more 
rent, but they have been found to possess more land than they pay for, and 
they cannot reasonably expect such a state of things to last for ever.” 

72. The total number of certificates for disposal during the year (includ- 

ze ing those pending at the close of 1893-94) was 
Reriaate Ae: 12,974, mallieheah covered a demand of Rs. 2,94,373. 
Of this sum Rs. 1,29,371 was realised by means of §,545 certificates, and 1,116 
were cancelled, leaving at the close of the year under report 3,313 certificates 
ending for the realisation of Ks. 1,44,581. Out of the Rs. 1,29,371 realised 
fader the year, Rs. 65,085 was realised on issue of notice under section 
10, Rs. 53,773 on the issue of sale notification, and only Rs. 10,513 by actual 
sale or arrest. The certificate work shows a considerable increase over that 
of the previous year in all departments, except Road Cess. In spite of this, 
actual sales were fewer, and only two persons were sent to jail. From what 
1 have seen of the working of the Certificate Procedure during mg inspections 
and in the exercise of my appellate and revisional powers under the Act, 
I consider that it has not generally pressed sap | on debtors. The great 
blot on it appeared to me to be the perfunctory and careless, if nothing worse, 
manner in which notices and sale proclamations are served by the Collec- 
torate peons. Little or no trouble is, I fear, taken to sve that personal service _ 
is the rule and not the exception. The usual return of the peon is ‘stuck 
up on the house in presence of the village chaukidar.” The most common 
ground of appeal to my Court was that the debtor had had no intimation 
whatever either of the filing of the certificate or of the proclamation of sale, 
owing to the carelessness or collusion of the peons concerned. I issued in- 
structions to the Collectors to insist on Pak | service as far as possible, and 
when it was not possible, for a full explanation of the reason why it was not. 

In several certificate cases which came before me in appeal from the 
district of Monghyr from time to time, I was struck by the frequent oceur- 
rence of the name of Balaki Lal as respondent. On enquiry I found, as 
~eborg last year, that he was the head of a sort of syndicate at Monghyr 
which made a profit by buying landed property at certificate sales and restoring 
it to the judgment-debtors for a premium or reselling it at a profit. nie 
19 of the new Act I (B.C.) of 1896 will, I hope, effectually put a stop to such 
transactions, while section 31 will, I think, effect a great improvement in the 
service of notices under section 10. The. revision by sections 15 to 17 of 
the above Act of the sections relating to appeal to the Civil Court gives still 
further protection to judgment-debtors and softens to a considerable degree 
the summary nature of the procedure. A special word of praise is due to 
Mr. Jarbo, the Certificate Ufficer of Monghyr, for the excellent and methodical 
way in which he performed his certificate work during the year under report. 

73. There were 87 new cases during the year, and these, with 140 
remaining over from last year, gave a total of 177 
cases for disposal. Of these, no less than 142 cases 
were in the Purnea district and related to the acquisition of lands for the 
Assam-Bihar State Railway. In the other distriote the cases were chiefly for 
land for railway sidings and other purposes and for pounds and inspection 
bungalows for the District Boards. Most of them were of a petty nature. 
Twenty-seven cases were disposed of and 150 left pending. 

74. Of the 190 cases on the file for disposal during the year, 115 were 
pending from last year, and 75 were new institu. 
: tions. Fifty-eight cases were disposed of during, 
and 132 left ending at the close of, 1894-95, Kighty-three of these cases 
belong to the district of Monghyr, where there is a Special Deputy Collector, 
35 to Bhagalpur, 13 to Purnea, and one to Malda. Ex in Monghyr — 
end Maldu. disposals did not keep pace with institutions. The procedure of | 


- Land acquisition. 


Portitions. 















as the Partition Act is very tedious and cumbrous; and where, as in this Division, 
one or more sh object at every stage “before the Deputy Collector, 
or, and Commissioner, with a total disregard of the principle of give and 






take, speedy disposal of work becomes impossible in spite of the exerti 
the > aie concerned. However fair and equitable the eneral arran singh 
_ may be, it seems to be a point of honour to object to it, an mean-spirited to do 
i I cannot but think that some plan of village arbitration would 
greatly accelerate the disposal of partition work and lead to greater satisfaction 
to the various sharers. 
75. The total eres ~ soe for disposal was 3,874, of which 1 3018 
geen i elon to previous years and 2,861 were new in- 
ment emiateation mertatlcns, 3) teeaatone) No Sewer than 2,167 of the shove teedl 
belonged to the district of Monghyr, The disposals numbered 2,921 (Monghyr 
1,568), and the year closed with a balance of 953 cases. Only 25 cases were 
pending oversix months. These results are creditable to District Officers, 
76, The number of rag oe Mia fees were paid under sections 12-13 
; ' of the Bengal Tenancy Act was 1,119. Of Rs, 1,327 
Tantlordy: fons, eo. paid as fees, about half was aécepted and half 
rejected. The relations between landlords and tenants during the year are 
reported to have been generally satisfactory, The passing of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act has, however, effected a change in the nature of those relations 
which becomes more and more perceptible every year. The old feudal or 
mal feeling of mutual trust and dependence is gradually giving way to a 
eeling of independence and estrangement, and disputes are settled in the 
Civil Court instead of in the zamindar’s cutcherry or at the Collector’s or 
Subdivisional Officer’s camp. : 
77. The total demand of eer and arrear Road and Public Works cesses 
: at the commencement of the year was Rs. 9,29,413. 
Road and Fablio Works comme. TH6" collections (includin advance Asia 
amounted to Rs. 8,45,410, and the net balance, after deducting remissions, was 
Rs. 1,04,168, or a percentage of 11°2 on the gross demand. Revaluations by 
Special Deputy Collectors of the districts of Monghyr and Bhagalpur were in 
ae during the year. So far as they have gone, they show good financial 
results. 


78. Curiously enough, the number of money-orders issued and the 

Use of the money-order system amount covered by them on account of Government 

for the payment of Government land revenue and cesses in the years 1892-93 to 
and of rent by raiyats. 1894-95 are almost the same, viz.— 

















Number of A 
Year. money-orders. unt. 
1 | Q | 3 
Rs. 
1892-93... 9,008 1,11,968 
1893-44... 9,074 1,10,204 - 
1894-95... 9,863 1,11,873 





The above figures, which do not include those of the Sonthal Parganas, 
where the m of payment of rent by money-orders is not in force, certainly 
do not indicate a very hopeful poogrees and it is difficult to account for the 
apathy of the people in not availing themselves more aoe year by year of 
the advantages of the money-order system. It is probubly due to the back- 


wardness of education and to the inherent conservatism of the people. 
-orders remitting rents to landlords are not complete, 


The figures for mone 4 
_ but so far as they are available they agree with those given above in showing 


no more than a nominal progress. ‘he system seems to have flourished ‘nore 
in Purnes' then in any jr district of the Division. Tho number of anne 
_ issued in that district and the amounts covered by them are larger than 10 


ia Whee cuales 


















the other districts together, and the. proportion of refusals also is, much — 
less. ‘This is; I Aine accounted for- by; the greeter independence of the — 
Purnea, raiyats, and by the. peculiar terms on which some, of them hold their _ 
lands. It may also be, due, im some measure, to the iar unhealthiness — 
of the climate and to the long distances of many of the villages from, the 
nearest zamindari cutcherry. } : : 
79. Only Rs. 300. was advanced under Act XIX during the year, and. this 

was given in the district of Bhagalpur. Including 

Secees” ~ 9 ypomsrate the above sum, the amount outstanding in the 
Toone Acts (XIX of 1888 and Division was Rs. 5,849, including Rs. 469 interest : 
IL of 1686.) Rs., 2,035, was collected, and there remained a 
balance of Rs, 3,814, the greater part.of which did not fall due within the year 


under report. ; Bee 

Wace. Act XII of 1884 Rs. 16,387 was advanced in the, district; of 
Monghyr to those raiyats who, suffered, a, total) loss of their -bhadoi erops 
. by excessive floods. of last August. There were large, outstandings in 

Bhagalpur (Rs. 16,383) and Purnea (Is. 7,074), and the total divisional dentand, 
including interest, came to Rs. 45,945. Of this, Rs. 22,330 was collected, 
leaving a balance of Rs, 23,615. The Bhagalpur balance was reduced, from, 
Rs. 16,383 to Rs. 4,224, and that in, Purnea from Rs. 7,074 to Rs, 2,689. The, 
outstandings in the former, district are due from raiyatsin the Supaul, sub- 
division, which, suffered somewhat severely from scarcity in 1892. 

80. The. following information is furnished regarding the amounts, ex- 
pended, in Government, estates on account, of muscellaneous and sanitary 
improvements, including agriculture, in aceordance with, the instructions con- 
tained in Government letter No. 3505, dated 19th October 1894:— 

Monghyr.—A. sum of Rs, 270. was. spent in. repaixing the tahsil offices, No 
other work of improvement was.done. The Government estates in this district 
are chiefly deara lands, which are flooded every year, and it is not worth while 
to spend, money on works which cannot be protected. A sum of Rs. 64, was. 
spent on conservancy cin sin for keeping clean the bazar at Lakhiserai. 
No attempt. at. clearance of jungle was necessary, as,all the Government, lands 
in this district are free, from it., 

Bhagalpur.—Out of Rs. 1,000 sanctioned for miscellaneous improvements, 
Rs. 212, was, spent in repairing the existing village cuécherries. in the Sadar an 
Supaul subdivisions, and the balance in building a new eutcherry at Tintun 
which, however, has, not, yet. been, completed., Articles of furniture have also 
been supplied to the village cutcherries. The patwaries. have been supplied 
with guard-books iu which to paste the parwanas which they receive, and with 
order-books to enable the inspecting officers to record their instructions on 
the spot. An agricultural show was held in the Government estate Tintunga, 
opposite Colgong railway station, on the left bank of the Ganges in February 
last. ‘The Officiating Collector writes that at this show though good bullocks, 
sheep, goats, horses, and buffaloes were not wanting, not a single good cow 
was exhibited, the reason being that while the bullocks are, at considerable 
expense to the cultivators, fed with fodder at home, the cows are turned out to 
get what scanty grazing they can, The allotment of Rs. 600 for agricultural 
improvements was spent in repairing existing embankments in Pealapur and 
Muktapur in the Sadar subdivision and in Rajanpur inthe Supaul subdivision. 
The grant of Rs. 500 for sanitary improvements was utilised in sinking two 
pucka wells—one in Tintunga and the otber in Jagatpur, and in repairing an 

old well in the latter estate, 

Purnea.—Under the head of Miscellaneous Improvements a sum of Rs. 5 
only was spent in clearing jungle in Baghmara. 

_  Mulda.—The. sum of Rs, 250° allotted to this district for miscellaneous 

improvements and Rs. 700 for sanitary improvements was spent as follows :— 
+ Sanitary improvements —For reclamation of the Andhua tank. in: English 

— a 500; for reclamation of two tanks: in the circuit-house compound 

Miscellaneous improvements.—For cleaning jungle in khas mahal English 
Bazar Rs. 50; for repairing ceutcherry penpals at’ Sh and Sieneeen 


including balance of charges incurred in the construction of the record+room at: 
Shergar, Rs, 185, j i C7 









~  Sonthal: Parganas.—The following panel. al improvement: were executed 
ence ater 
i ‘or repairs to Pili bandh, Rs. 300 ;. (2) for irs to the bandh at 
Maharu, Rs. 150; (3) for constructing and improving some of the Damin bua 
t 


ga- 

lows, Rs, 270; (4) purchase of furniture for the above bungalow, Rs. 70; (5) for 
construction of a shed for registration of eattle at Hiranpur, Rs. 200; (6) for 
iring Damin roads, Rs. 208-8; (7) for purchasing galvanised corrugated iron 
Hcy a use in Damiin, Rs. 471-8; (8) for improving two bandhs in Damin, 


Rs. 100; (9) erecting a bandh at Panchgarh, Rs. 100. 


The following works were constructed from funds given by the Messrs. 
Grant:—(10) Sinking a well at Borio, Rs. 276-8; (11) excavating a tank at 
Patua, Rs. 176-4; (12) erecting a bandh at Simuljuri, Rs. 200. 

Nothing was done in the way of introducing new staples, and no agricul- 
tural improvement: was’ introduced in the Division shewughet the year under 
report, nor were any improved implements or machinery tried. és 


XVITI—ATTACHED ESTATES, INCLUDING COURT OF WARDS. 


81. The estates named in the margin were under the management of the 
1, Sukraj Raid 4, Rohini. Court of Wards at the commencement of the year 


2. Lugma. 5. Punasi. under report, and no new estate was taken charge of, 
8 Khage oka savainpur. nor was any estate released. The financial result 
. ara. 


of the year’s management was the collection of 
Rs, 4,06,280 out of a demand of Rs. 6,04,990 ; Rs 27,985 was remitted, leavin 

a balance of Rs. 1,70,076. The percentage of collections was only 67:15, whic 

cannat be regarded as satisfactory, considering that managers have the certi- 
ficate procedure at their backs. After paying Rs. 1,84,697 to Government and 
superior landlords the estates had a net balance of Rs. 2,21,583 to thieir credit; 
Rs. 11,907 was spent in paying off debt, Rs. 49,452 on the cost of management, 
Rs. 88,011 on the maintenance and other expenses of the proprietors, Rs. 13,347 
on improvements, and Rs, 58,832 on miscellaneous items, leaving a surplus of 


Rs, 1,41,981. The only one of the above estates which is still heavily involved 





in debt is the Lugma estate in Bhagalpur. A new loan of Rs. 25,000 at 6 per 
cent. was taken in 1893-94 to pay off an old debt carrying a high rate of 
interest, 

During the year under report a sum of Rs..7,000 besides interest was paid 
towards the liquidation of the above loan. 

82, The following works of improvement were carried out in wards’ 
estates during the year under report::— 

The Lugma estate spent Rs. 250 on repairing roads. 

The Sukraj Rai’s. estate spent Rs. 886 on sinking a well for the benefit of 
rene oy Steps have been. taken to increase the future: expenditure under 

hea 

In the Khagra estate 60 bighas of jungle in and around ward’s residence 
were cleared at. a cost.of Rs, 1,490 for the: double. purposes. of sanitation. and 
agriculture. 

. Inthe Sonthal Parganas the Rohini estate. spent Rs. 2,249 on the construc- 
tion of roads and culverts and in repairing dandhs. 

The; Sankara. estate in the same district expended Rs. 4,284 on the con- 
struction of bridges and on the excavation of a tank in a village where there was 
® deficient supply of drinking water. 

83. The condition of the tenantry in the various wards’ estates was on 
the whole foot though some slight. and partial failure of crops occurred in the 
Lugma an Sukraj Rai’s estates. 

There were no attached estates during the year in any of the districts of 
Bhagalpur, Purnea, ee or Malda, The Nagore estate, which was 

n 


attached under Beasiagio X of 1814, remained in charge of the Depu 
Commissioner, Sontlal Parganas, as before.. oe 


XIX.—EXCISE, 
84. The total! excise revenue of the Division amounted to Rs. 14,02,744. 


as, inst Rs, 13,836,456 and Rs, 12,17,837 in. the two previous _ The 
chal tems which make up this total ‘are countny. spicit, Re, 617,877, tari 
yeh 


ntry; , 
‘8, ganja and bhang Rs. 4,50,568, opiumyRs, 1,53,114, pachwat (in 
ac ay rms Apo ARES WIT. 





ny ica * 





The large increase of Rs. 66,288, or about 5 per cent., 
settlement of shops at higher prices. The increase was spread over all the 
districts of the Division. Mr. Wheeler, the Officiating Collector of Monghyr, 
adds that the increase in opium revenue was “ due to the falling off in ilheit 
consumption.” ‘lhe Officiating Collector of Purnea, Mr. Temple, attributes the 
increase in his district from Ks. 2,86,162 to Rs. 8,21,742 “to the improved 
condition of the people.” The Collector of Malda, Mr. Price, writes that the 
increase of tari revenue in his district ‘ was due tothe increase of the Sonthal 

pulation in the district,’ and’owing to the increasing Sonthal immigration 
# expects a further development of revenue under this head. There was, 
however, a falling off in the revenue from ganja and opium in this district 
(Malda) consequent upon the failure of the bhadoi and kalai crops in the deara 
tracts, 

In Monghyr there was a large decrease in the revenue from ganja, which 
the Collector says was partly due to the falling off in the exports to the North- 
Western Provinces, and partly to a diminished consumption in the tracts affected 
by the high floods of August last. 

The incidence of the divisional excise revenue was annas 2-7 per head of 

opulation against annas 2-3, the figure for the whole province in 1893-94. The 
Fishest incidence (annas 3-5) was in Malda and the lowest (annas 1-7) in the 
Sonthal Parganas. 
The details are shown below :— 
Revenue from Incidence per head 
1 sources. of population. 


” Rs. As. P. 

Monghyr 8,66,908 2 10 
Bhagalpur 3,54,417 29 
Purnea 8,238,702 27 
Malda 1,76,399 38 5 
Sonthal Parganas 1,81,318 Lv. 
14,02,744 Bi 


The total number of shops in the Division was raised from 3,044 to 
8,197, the increase being in the number of tari and pachwai shops. 

The Officiating Collector of Bhagalpur, Mr. B, K, Mullick, writes: —‘ The 
withdrawal of the restrictions on vat capacities was much appreciated by the 
abkars. It is desirable that the restrictions on still capacity be also withdrawn.” 
No doubt the withdrawal of all restrictions would ta hailed with joy by the 
abkars, but I am certainly opposed to the withdrawal of the restrictions as to the 
capacity of each still, which were imposed on the recommendation of Sir John 
Tiger's Commission after a very thorough enquiry and mature consideration. 

~~ From the annual reports of the District Officers it appears that some experi- 
ments are being made in towns with a view of introducing the tree-taxing system 
of tari revenue. No uniform rate per tree was, however, enforced last year, as 
the Collector of Bhagalpur says, for fear of losing revenue. I agree with the 
Collector thut a large detective and preventive establishment will be required if 
it is meant to stop the tapping of trees which are not marked or included in the 
aes ae to tari licenses. - 
ith reference to paragraph 106 of my last year’s report, reproduced in 
‘the ‘iam in, Mr Bened, the ‘Officiating Deputy 


Mr. Carstaira writes -—‘‘ We 


is due’ mainly to the 


have found that the pachwai 
shops have too often been centres 
of disorder, as many as 80 to 100 
getting together and drinking to 
excess. Dacoities and crimes were 
also arranged at such places, and 
_ they brought distress on many 
families by getting the men into the 
habit of Lippling every day instead 
of, as was formerly the case, con- 
tenting themselves with an occa- 
sional spree on home-brewed.” 

A proposal for remedying this 
state of things was made by the 
Deputy Commissioner towards tho 
close of the year, but it was 
Senge ign a 

missioner hopes 
avle to bring it forward in proper 
time this year, 


Commissioner of the Sonthal Parganas, writes :— 
“A recommendation was made to close ten 
eae shops in the district, but the Board of 

evenue have not yet agreed to this. Pachwai 
shops are believed to do considerable harm to the 
Sonthals.” I have asked the Deputy Commissioner 
to submit proposals to me for abolishing such shops 
as are doing harm, so that I may address the Com- 
Sa a Excise on the subject. 

The Collector of Bhagalpur states that there 
was a large falling off in the number of petty cases 
of smuggling of Nipal liquor and ganja on the 
frontier. In the Rajmahal subdivision 54 persons: 
were improperly prosecuted for tapping tari for 
home consumption. The cases were event 






_) 








_ withdrawn on its being pointed out to the Subdivisional Officer that such 
did not constitute any latioe, a a, 


XX.—STAMPS. 


85. The following table shows\ tle, revenue derived during the year 
1894-95 from the sale of stamps used 1 Indian Stamp Act I of 1879 
and of stamps used under the Court-fees 1 of 1870 in each district of the 


Division :— 





| 
Total revenue. | 


Disrricr. Increase. | Decrease. 





1893-94, | 1894-95. 











Rs Rs Rs. 
Monghyr ios vee | 2,88,411 2,94,642 6,231 
Bhagalpur_... ~ 2,90,730 8,19,270 | 28,540 
Purnea os «| 2,82,410 2,865,392 2,982 
Malda sae ax 1,17,892 1,22,561 4,669 
Sonthal Parganas ass 1,28,824 1,836,960 13,136 






11,58,825 





Total ...| 11,083,267 





It will be seen that there was a general divisional increase of about 
5 per cent. The increase in revenue derived from the sale of non-judicial 
stamps is attributed mainly to the renewal of bonds for heavy sums owed b 
the Baneli estate, and to such stamps having been largely used for sale 
certificates in civil courts. The increase in the sale of adhesive and impressed 
court-fee stamps is due in Monghyr to the large sale of four-anna stamps for 
cess revaluation processes; in Bhagalpur to the institution of suits of considerable 

~ value by the Baneli zamindar against one of his relatives; in Purnea to the sale 
of eight stamps for Rs. 1,000 each for a probate; in Malda to the institution 
of a large number of rent suits by the zamindar of Chanchal. against his 
tenants; and in the Sonthal Parganas to a large increase in the number of civil 
suits instituted during the year. 

The number of cases in which duty and penalty were realised by civil courts 
under section 34 of Act I of 1879 was 81 against 78 in the year 1893-94, the 
amounts realised being Rs. 731 and Rs. 784, respectively. The number of 
cases in which duty and penalty were realised by Uollectors was 324 against 
880. The Collector of Monghyr, where the decrease was largest, attributes it 
to the fact that ies are now better acquainted with the law and generally 
consult Sub-Registrars before the execution of their documents, The amount 
of duty and penalty realised by Collectors was Rs, 1,964 against Rs. 2,335. 

_ Criminal prosecutions were instituted for infringement of the provisions 
of the Indian Stamp Act I of 1879 in 133 cases, 160 persons being brought to 
trial, of whom 135 were convicted and 24 aciiadtted,; The amount of fines 
imposed was Rs. 956, out of which only Rs. 45 were paid as rewards. The 
attention of all Vollectors has been spaniel ly drawn to Rule 1, Part 11, page 117 

_ of the Stamp Manual, and to the policy’ of giving rewards liberal 
Cages, A A REL ORO AA 8 Bat : A 


ly in such 
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XXIL—INCOME-TAX. tastiest oO Gee RD PH, 
86. The results of the year’s administration are summarised below and 


compared with those of the previous year :— 






‘otal demand, | Total collec- 
including | tions, including 
arrears, costs, 
penalty, &c. 


Number of | 








i. 2 eee ee 
a ER (SM A. 5: Aa a Le ee bree 
Rs Rs Rs. Rs, 
1894.95 + Ns 11,219 2,61,630 2,56,968 1,356 8,871 
1893-94 be nat 11,031 2,566,973 2,52,402 2,381 3,340 
+188 +4,657 +4,566 —1,025 | +681 


The greater ke ofthe balance, viz. Rs. 2,249, is outstanding in the 
Purnea district, and as much as Rs. 1,289 of it is said to be of doubtful recovery. 

This is the only blot on the administration of the tax in this Division; 
otherwise efficiency and improvement are evinced: by an tnerease (i) in receipts ; 
(ii) in the number of villages visited by assessing officers; (iii) in the ratio of 
population assessed to villages visited; and (iv) in the percentage of collection : 
and by a decrease (i) of the percentage of exemption after assessment; (ii) of 
reductions on revision; (iii) of remissions; and (iv) of objections filed, the 
percentage of which is only 9°5 against 111 last year, and 14°8, the average of 
the previous eight years. The Officiating Collector of Bhagalpur (Mr. B. K. 
Mullick) makes the following remarks regarding the unpopularity of the tax :— 

“The tax continues to be as unpopular as ever, and the sympathy of the 
people is always with the assessees. ‘This, more than anything else, leads to 
unjust assessment. The information, generally available, is either vague or 
malicious. In almost all objection cases the objector takes a wrong line of 
defence, either entirely denying any income or putting forward figures which 
are-apparently absurd ; and it is often impossible to act justly, however anxious 
one is to do so.” 

None of the other Collectors have said anything on this subject. The 
fact appears to be that, with all its faults and defects, the income-tax has 
come to be generally accepted asa financial necessity from which there is no 
escape. Government officers, assessees and the press are all tired of their 
inefiectual protests against its suitability to this country, and have resigned 
themselves to the inevitable. That there has been so little friction and open 
discontent in the working of the Act is highly creditable to the administration 
of the district officers. 


XXII.—MONETARY ARRANGEMENTS. 


87. There was a general decrease in both receipts and issues of currency 
notes in all the districts of this Division during the year 1894-95 as compared 
with the preceding year. The Collector of Monghyr thinks that the decrease 
in receipts was due to the mahajans having made their remittances to Calcutta 
and other places in currency notes, and therefore being able to spare fewer notes 
for payment of Government dues. The decrease in issues was due to the 

number of notes available for the purpose. 
The Collector of Bhagalpur has not given any reasons for the decrease in 
his district. In Purnea the decrease in receipts both in payment of Govern- 
ment dues and in exchange for silver was ve to the very small amount of 
currency notes received at the land revenue kist of March. The accumulation 
of silver was very great in consequence of the dullness of the import and export 
eee = ir a wre other commodities. vil 
e short stock of notes and ; 2 cane Vi ame mY the Account- 
_ant-General, Bengal, at times when there were demands for ay account for 
the decrease in issues. The Collector of Malda reports that, owing to the 
_ discontinuance of transactions in hundis by private firms, the for and 


meta Sa 


















ney * ‘that they were largely us 
private parties and never brought into the Government treamry. The teers 
the Sonthal Parganas was not - Currency notes were in much demand 
at Dumka and Deoghur, where the Marwaris and other traders ask for them in 
exchange for silver to enable them to make their remittances to Calcutta. At 
Rajmahal the receipts were generally larger than the issues, because the traders 
of Rajmahal and Sahibganj got their remittances from Oaleutta in currency 
notes, which they exchanged for silver for the purpose of purchasing grain 
seed, &c., and of making payments to workmen. f 
Supply bills of the value of Rs. 50,000 were cashed in Malda during the 
ear against Rs. 1,86,700 in the preceding year. The decrease was due to the 

ulness of the silk trade in that district. 
The transactions in copper coin did not present any unusual feature during 

the year under report. 


use of currency notes increased in his district, 


XXITI.—RAILWAYS AND OTHER PUBLIC WORKS. 


88. No new lines of railway were constructed during the year, except 
Mitivets sidings from the Sultanganj and Maharajpur 
stations on the East Indian Railway to the riverside. 
Surveys were made for a branch line from Garhara on the Tirhut State Railwa: 
to a point opposite to Khagaria on the Gandak, a mart of considerable 
importance, between which and Monghyr the East Indian Railway has a steam 
ferry. An extension of this line from Khagaria through the Madhipura and 
Supaul subdivisions of the Bhagalpur district to Bhaptiahi or Raghupur on the 
Tirhut State Railway is said to be contemplated. Both lines would be of 
immense service in ws up the trans-Gangetic tracts of this Division. The 
proposed line from Bhagalpur to Bausi, with prospective extensions to Deoghur 
on one side and to the Ahmadpur or Cynthia station of the East Indian Rail- 
way, loop line, on the other (for which the District Board of Bhagalpur gave a 
concession to Sir William Hudson), has been surveyed, but nothing is known as 
to the prospects of its construction. It would open up the Sonthal Parganas, 
and be a great boon to the tract of country which lies between the loop and 
chord lines of the East Indian Railway, to which also it would be a valuable 
feeder. 

89, Three cases of obstruction on the East Indian Railway occurred in the 
Monghyr district, but no clue was discovered as to the perpetrators, In one 
case punitive police were employed under the sanction of Government to watch 
the line ata cost of Rs. 366. 

90. There were 25 railway accidents in this district during the year 
(against 19 in 1893-94), the number of persons killed being 12 and wounded 13. 

91. The Collector of Bhagalpur writes :— 

“Tt appears that on the ‘irhut State Railway only one compartment is 
reserved for third class female passengers. Considering the large traffic on 
that part of the line which passes through North Bhagalpur, I think the accom- 
modation utterly inadequate. The Railway anthorities have intimated that 
better jeineatneelation will shortly be provided.” 

I saw many bad cases of the overerowding of third class carriages when 
I travelled over this line last cold weather. Only one railway accident is reported 
from this district, in which a boy of 12 years of age got crushed by a waggon 
during shunting operations at Colgong station. 

92. The Oo ector of Purnea reports as follows :— 

“The up train which reaches Purnea at 10-50 a.m, used to arrive several 
hours late for some time in December last, as the East Indian Railway Company, 
owing to the silting up of the river-bed, discontinued the Sikrigati ghat and 
adopted the route vi¢ Tinpahar and Rajmahal. Great inconvenience was felt 
by the public on account of this change in the route, and after some time it 
was given up. The East Indian Railway Company now run their train vid 
Maharajpur, where goods and eee for the Assam-Bihar Railway lines 
Sage oreo a steamer to the Manihari ghat — ei A: 

ARN shigas train has been running between Parbati urnea® 
Saray Cy ‘It arrives at Purnea at 12-55, and leaves pas. for Parbatipes = 
1-85 Pim. in the day. This local train runs in connection with 


rs 
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Darjeeling mail and the Assam express, and is intended to facilitate jourheyatar 
Calcutta vid the East Bengal line. Be oN: | 

“Formerly only one train used to run each way daily between Purnea and — 
Forbesganj, but there was only one train per day between Forb j and 
Anchera. In the year under os le two trains were running throughout the 


length of the line. The want of a waiting-room at the Anchra railway station 
was brought to the notice of the Manager, who said that the number of first and 
second class passengers was too small to justify the construction of a waiting- 
room. At the Anchra ghat station, whence passengers are crossed over the 
Kosi, there is no shed for the third class passengers. This is a want which 
should be removed without delay by erecting even a cutcha shed.” 

One accident is reported from this district in which three persons were 
killed, and there were five cases of obstruction. 

93. In the Sonthal oe nee there were 12 accidents, half of which were 
of minor importance. The following account is given by the Deputy Commis- 

' sioner, Sonthal Parganas, of the serious accidents and of other matters affecting 
the East Indian Railway Company :— 

“ An up passenger train started from Madhupur before its guard was in his 
van. He reported the matter to the assistant station-master, who at once sent 
off a pilot engine as far as the distant signal to ascertain if the train had stopped. 
The pilot returned with the message that the train had come to a’ standstill a 
mile from the distant signal... The assistant station-master then again deputed 
the pilot with the guard to convey him to his van on the train. On reaching 
the distant signal it was noticed that the train was coming back towards Madhu- 
pur. The driver of the pilot engine tried to reverse, but failed somehow to do 
so. It thus ran into the passenger train, damaging the brakevan and two third 
class carriages next to it. No passenger was seriously wounded, After depart- 
mental enquiry the assistant station-master was fined Rs. 50, 

“A male intermediate class passenger, in attempting to jump out of the 
train while in motion near the Madhupur up distant signal, sustained severe 
injuries in several places. He had a ticket from Howrah to Hooghly, and it 
appears that he jumped out of the train to avoid detection, He died in Giridih 
hospital. 

oeéOn the 28th February 1895 the guard of No, 8 down passenger train was 
standing on the line between the buffers of his own brakevan and those of the 
bank pilot engine, which had just been uncoupled from the rear of the train. 
The train baving overshot the water column by about half a waggon’s length 
set back a little without due warning or signals by the station-master. The 
guard was crushed to death instantly. The driver was tried by the Subdivi- 
sional Officer of Deoghur, and sentenced to pay a fine of Rs. 50 under section 
304, Indian Penal Code, read with rule 244 of the Government rules under the 
Railway Act. He was dealt with leniently, as there was contributory negligence 
on the part of the deceased guard, 

“In the Rajmahal subdivision the child of a female cooly was killed by a 
fall of a boulder from an uncovered waggon below which he was sitting and 
which was being loaded at the time. The mother of the child was to blame 
for the accident. 

“A man was run over by the mail train at night between Sahibganj and 
Pirpointi railway stations. He was stopping with a friend at a level crossing. 
It is supposed that he got up at night, and being half asleep sat down by 
mistake between the rails, when the mail came up and ran over him, 

“An insane Sonthal was ran over by the down mail train between Kotal- 
pokur and Bahwa. It was elicitedyduring the enquiry that the man: was 
subject to temporary fits of insanity and had strayed from home the previous day. 

: n more-than one attempt made to derail the trains on 

a section of the loop Tine. between Pakour and Nalhati stations. It is believed 
that these attempts have been made or instigated by the heads of gangs employ- 
ed on the maintenance of the permanent-way, in the hope of getting rid of 
a Permanent-way Inspector of European extraction who was stricter with them 
than his predecessor. For one of these attempts made in October 1804 a 
khalasie was recently sent up for trial and was convicted by me as Sessions 
Judge and sentenced to transportation for life. The sentence in this case was 
upheld on appeal.” a eine . 
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94, Other public works—A new treasury building is under, construction 
s/n yr ae PE Re, Mstiths, fh AG a dng 
In. wlpur similar increase c \odation ig urgently needed, but 
cannot be provided for want of funds, New wards in the aaa jail were 
under construction during the year. The scheme for the extension of th 
Bhogal ur municipal water-works to other parts of the town was matured 
uring the year, and is now under examination by the Sanitary Board, A 
handsome building was constructed by the pleaders of Bhagalpur during the 
year on Government land for use as a, Bor rary. 

In Purnea a considerable amount of embankment, work was done, by the 
District Board to prevent the encroachments of the river Kosi. Special enquiries 
were made as to the protective works likely to be required in future, and the 
result is now before Government. 

In Malda the office of the District Board was enlarged at a of 
Rs. 1,000, A new under-trial ward in the district jail was moa a 
a cost of Rs, 4,492, and a now well was under construction. Qn the new, 
zilla school building, which is to cost Rs. 13,000, but little progress was made. 
Only Rs, 2,345 was spent during the year in making bricks and laying the 
foundations, 


XXIV.—COMMUNICATIONS, 


95. This Division is on the whole fairly well off as regards commu- 
nication by rail, road, and river, Its wants as regards subsidiary railways 
and feeder roads to existing lines grow apace, while the funds available 
for their construction are inelastic and almost stationary, and the financial 
difficulties of Government prevent its giving that assistance on which the 
local officers in more prosperous times invariably relied, The income of the 
District Boards barely suffice to ‘maintain existing roads and bridges; and 
though the Government grant to the Sonthal Parganas Road Fund has recently 
been increased, it is still far below the requirements of that district, where 
the Road Cess Act is not in force. All large original works and schemes 
have to be carried out piecemeal as funds become available year by year. 
As a rule existing communications by road were well maintained through- 
out the year in all districts of the Division. I was articularly well pleased 
with the state ef the roads, bridges, and bungalows in the district of Bhagalpur, 
many of which I passed over during my cold-weather tour, and consider that 
they reflect great credit on the District Engineer, Mr. James Robinson. 

In Purnea considerable damage was done by floods from the Kosi, the 
ravages of which river have cost the District Board a considerable sum of 
money for embankments and training works, to say nothing of the cost of 
the special suryeys and enquiries which the vagaries of that river rendered 
necessary during the year under report. 

96. In the Sonthal Parganas no less than Rs. 10,879 was spent on 
bridges and causeways, which are the great want of that district. Three 
very necessary inspection bungalows at Jamtara, Godda, and Pakour were 
also completed, or nearly so, Goring the year at a cost of about Rs, 1,500 each. 
Mr. Craven, when making the settlement of parganas Amhar and Sultanabad 
in the last-named subdivision, demarcated all existing roads and tracks and 
had hint noted in the settlement papers. The Subdivisional Officer of Pakour, 
Mr. E. McLaren Smith, has had a register made of all these roads, and it 
is hoped that by this means they may be effectually preserved from the 
encro ents which are so dear to the hearts of raiyats who cultivate land 
adjoining roads in this county A ia gst peculiar, and pleasing feature 
in the road administration of the Sonthal Parganas is the fact that nearly 
400 miles of village roads were maintained by the villagers without any cost 
to the District Road Fund. The zamindar of. Mahagama also presented 
fund with a sum of Rs. 2,500 for the construction of a masonry bridge of 
3 spans of 10 feet each on the Godda-Peerpointi road. 

_ Mr, J. H, Bernard, the Officiating Deputy Commissioner, Sonthal Parganas, 


AO Satan fees of thi estes the amount, of work one, ve id 
_ charge on roads throughout the district, but more especially in the “Nn ’ 
Siam nfo. the Southal “Parganas from Bengal, Road Coss district, where 








no one will take the trouble to put a single spadeful of earth in a hole on 
the road in front of his house, although there may be a bank of earth a few 
feet from it, one cannot but be surprised to find that many wide roads which 
one finds, at any rate in the cold weather, in very fair order, cost nothing to 
the road fund. Jugal nite, of Gopikundar, in particular, is an excellent 
road-maker, and causes thie illairdts of his pargana to make cuttings and raise 
embankments, which, if paid for, would cost hundreds of rupees for ite a ‘ 

“ During my tour I saw Mr. Smith laying out a road down a very steep 
hill. The whole of this work was being done for nothing, or, at any rate, 
in the expectation of only a small present, and no one murmured when the 
workers were told that the alignment they had been working on was too 
steep, and would have to be altered. In the Damin-i-koh, at any rate, the rents 
are very low, and the people understand that in return for this they must 
work, and they are usually very ready to do so.” 

This admirable spirit of self-help has been greatly developed and en- 
“int ga are personal influence of Mr. Carstairs, and it cannot be too 

ighly praised. 

. 7 Arboriculture.—The following information regarding the planting and 
maintenance of trees on the sides of roads is given in accordance with para- 
graph 3 of Government Resolution No. 4366, dated the 28th December 1894 :— 

In a about 22,000 fruit trees, chiefly mango and jack, and a few 
mahogany, barh, pipal trees, were maintained at a cost of Rs. 2,564. 

In Bhagalpur about 1,600 trees (of which 165 dead plants were replaced 
by new ones) were maintained at a cost of Rs. 828. ‘The following kinds of 
trees were also purchased—Polyalthia-longifolia-sweetenia, mohogani-sweetinia- 
macrophylla, layersbrecemia-regenz. 

In Purnea nothing was spent under this head, The Magistrate promises 
that the matter will be attended to in the year 1895-96, 

In Malda 375 mango seedlings were planted at a cost of Rs. 143. 

In the Sonthal Parganas 437 trees, chiefly fruit trees, were newly planted, 
and 1,012 maintained at a cost of Rs. 537. 

The revenue derived from the sale of the fruits of road-side trees is 
still inconsiderable. The trees being planted in long lines, it is difficult to 

rotect the fruit from the depredations of monkeys, travellers, and villagers. 
BO far as the provision of fre for the comfort and convenience of travellers 
is concerned, I think the pipal and dar are superior to all other trees, inas- 
much as they are easily planted, and, being of quick growth, require little ‘or 
no care when once they have taken root. If fruit trees be planted, I think 
clumps of them near some well, tank or river, are better than long avenues, 
not only because the fruits can be more easily watched, but also because 
no traveller expects to walk in continuous shade, ‘and is contented to rest and 
refresh himself once or twice during his journey. 


XXV.—WORKING OF THE LODGING-HOUSE ACT, 


98. This Act is only in foree in one town in this Division, viz. Deoghur in 
the Sonthal Parganas, where the celebrated shrine of Baidyanath is situated. 
The Deputy Commissioner, Sonthal Parganas, gives the following account of the 
working of the Act during the year:— - 

“lhe number of licenses issued during the year was 149 against 198 in 
the preceding year. The receipts amounted to Rs. 1,888 against Rs. 1,872 in 
1893-94, The increase in receipts, accompanied by a fall in the number of 
licenses, is due to the imposition and realisation of fines amounting to Rs, 384 
against only Rs, 28 in the preceding year. 

“Owing to the inadequate privy and latrine accommodation in some of the 

peceing homes, the Subdivisional Officer had to suspend their licenses, This 
could have been avoided if from the outset the Health Officer had done his duty 
before recommending the grant of licenses. While he was on leaye, his locum 
denens pointed out that lodging-houses had been certified to be fit without an 

regard to the provision of privy accommodation. Mr. Heard, the Subdiyi- 


sional Officer, was firm in suspending the licenses of all lodging-houses where 


suitable and sufficient latrine accommodation had not been provided. This 


of course created much discontent; but when people found that they could’ not | 
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- get round the law, they gave in; and now nearly.all old licensees have done 
wt uired z of them, — py tten their licenses restored to them. The 
or the year was ,617 against Rs. 1,406 in 1893-94. The large 
increase was partly due to the contribution of Rs. 1,460 to the local aiunisipal 
funds, and partly to the construction of a bridge over the flood-escape channel 
of the Siva med Twenty-six prosecutions were instituted during the 
year (including one pending from the previous year) against an equal number 
of persons, 25 of whom were convicted and one uitted. The chief 
convictions were under section 17, for keeping lodgers during suspension of 
license (15), and for housing in excess of the authorised number (6). Mr. Heard 
has exhibited both tact and firmness in his proceedings under the Act in a town 
where the majority of the population is bitterly opposed to sanitary reform in 
any shape.” 
XXVI.—EDUOATION. , 
99. The subjoined table compares the number of schools and the number 
of pupils attending them during the last two years :— 








1893-94. 1894.95 Avengs 
Crass or InstrTv TIONS. poet of 
School | Pupils. School Pupils. | 1894-95. 
1 2 8 4 | 5 | 6 
Public Institutions. 
High English ... 
Secondary ...§ Middle __,, it 
{s » Vernacular 
vem aif Peees Bremer Y ww 
Female ~ a ms 
Total 
Private Institutions. 
Advanced, teaching— 
Arabic or Persian 
Sanskrit 


Elementary, teaching Vernacular only— 
(a) With 10 pupils and upwards .., 
(b) With less than 10 pupils 
Teaching the Ko.an only 
Other schools ose 


Total 


Gaanp Totat 











100. It will be seen that there has been a net gain of 182 schools with 
3,876 pupils, and that the gain is shared by all the districts, except Malda, which 
experienced a loss of 38 schools with 574 pupils. 

The number of noi § schools remained the same as last year, but the 
attendance at them increased by 130 pupils, 6 in high English, 69 in middle 
English and 55 in middle vernacular schools. 

i education advanced by 150 schools with 3,335 pupils; upper 
imaries increased by 14 schools with 337 pupils, and the lower primaries 
y 136 schools with 2,998 pupils. While the other districts of the 
Division gained both schools and pupils, Malda alone lost both. The Magis- 
trate of that district writes:—‘‘The upper primary schools have suffered most 
in both respects,” and he gives the reason as the “scarcity of or rather rise in 
the price of food-grains caused by the sudden rising of the Ganges and the 
ailure of crops” in two thanas. The Assistant Inspector of Schools (Babu 
Mathura Nath Chatterjee), however, thinks that the decline may be due “to 
the growing ill-health of the district.” Comparatively, however, the general 
health of the district was rather better last year than in 1893-94 as shown in 
paragraph 20, The Magistrate and the District Board will be asked to pay 
special attention in future to the spread of primary education in this district. 
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‘Under the head of Special schools there: was’ a loss of 7 schools with 25 
pupils, which is the net result of the abolition of 8 guru-training classes 
attached to middle schools (6 in Monghyr and 2 in the ‘Sonthal Parganas), and 
of the opening of an i ustrial school im the latter district. The Deputy 
Commissioner of the Sonthal Parganas writes that technical education 18 
making some hs os his district. oe ah tocisiete sibs al Monrgioyt 
Female education shows a gai wi pupi 

: aera and Bhagalpur 22 cael “adalin lost 
Romale Ednaesem, 3 schools and 120 girls, but the Magistrate re 
- that there was an increase in the number of girls taught in the boys’ schools. © 
101. ‘Two hundred and ten candidates from this Division appeared at the 
iF) Entrance examination during the year under re- 
etrenel xa: view, of whom 103, or 49 per cent., passed 
47°5 per cent. in the previous year. 

Of the Government zilla schools, those at Dumka and Malda did very well, 
passing 6 and 9, respectively, out of 7 and 11 sent up. 

Ot the aided schools Jamalpur did remarkably well in passing 17 out 
of 19. The result shown by the Deoghur school was also very satisfactory, 
as 7 out of 8 passed from that school. 

Of the unaided schools the Victoria Jubilee school passed only 2 out of 17; 
the Kamaleshwari Prosad Institation 1 out of 13; Barari 2 out of 17, and 
Bhagalpur Madrassa 4 out of 11. I think the educational authorities should 
take some notice of private schools like the above which unnecessarily send up 
so many boys only to be plucked. 

Twenty-seven middle English schools sent up 105 candidates for middle 
scholarship examination, of whom 62 passed, 28 obtaining middle English and 
the rest middle vernacular certificates. Ninety-eight candidates from 36. schools 
appeared at the middle vernacular examination, of whom 72 were successful, all 
but one obtaining middle vernacular certificates. Eighty private students com- 
peted at these examinations, of whom 36 passed, 4 obtaining middle English and 
32 middle vernacular certificates. 

At the upper primary examination 352 candidates appeared from 152 
schools, and 266 candidates were successful from 131 schools, Besides the 
above, 32 candidates from secondary schools and 34 private students were also 
successful at this examination. Of the 823 lower primary schools which sent 
up 2,624 candidates for the lower primary scholarship examination, 719 schools 
passed 1,958 candidates, including 133 girls. Besides these, 36 candidates from 
secondary and 633 from upper primary schools and. 57 private students passed 
this examination, 

102. The number of Muhammadan pupils in all classes of schools in- 
creased from 20,678 to 22,063, while the percentage of the Muhammadan 
male population to the total male population of the ivision was 20°3. The 
percentage of Muhammadan pupils to total school population was 22°1 against 
Q1:5 in the preceding year. “There was thus-some improvement-both in the 
number of Meksmmaden rs and in their wi 

103, ‘The number of aboriginal pupils declined by 14, 6,183 pupils having 
been returned during the year under report against 6,197 in the year ing. 
Monghyr showed an increase of 75 pupils, Pwnea of 11, and the Sonthal 
Parganas of 54, while Bhagulpur and Malda lost 106 and 48 pupils, respectively. 
No explanation of the decrease is given. The Deputy Commissioner of the 
Sonthal Parganas writes that there was an increase im the number of Dhangar 
pupils due to the establishment of two lower primary schools in the G 
subdivision at villages where they form the majority of the population. 

Of 5,598 aboriginal pupils in the Sonthal Parganas, 5,408 were Sonthals, 
155 Paharias, 3 Kols and 82 Dhangars. Of 197 schools for Sonthals 135 
received aggregate stipends of Ks. 7,500 from the Damin-i-koh Fund. The 
total expenditure from this fund was Ks, 7,494 against Rs, 7,374 in the year 
before. Taking the population and the children of school-going age inte ¢on- 
sideration, one Sonthal in every 15°2 and one Paharia in every 60-5 was at school, 

104, The Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Bernard, writes;—‘‘ The Subdivi- 
sional Officer of Rajmahal remarks on the difficulty of realising subscriptious and 
on the callousness of the Sonthals with regard to education. It is x 


thatiof nthe. parganaits in the portion of the Damin-i koh within the Sadar.seb- 
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_ > division less than half can read and write. Most of them take no steps to get 
_ their sons taught,” It appears, however, that 18:2 per cent. of the boys of 
_ school-going age in the Sonthal Parganas now attend the schools. 
105. The total cost for educational institutions in this Division amounted 
to Rs. 3,77,907 against Rs, 3,67,587 in 1893-94, Of this amount Provincial 
revenues contributed Rs. 42,698, District Boards Rs. 60,925, and municipal funds 
_ Rs. 7,830. The collections from fees showed a falling off from Rs. 1,95,470 
in 1893-94 to Rs. 1,92,522 in 1894-95. The income from other sources also 
decreased from Rs. 78,)80 to Rs. 73,932. The cost per head of pupil was 
Rs, 4°2 last year as against Rs. 4:1 in the preceding year. 
. 106, The proportion of the number of boys attending the schools to the 
total number of. boys of school-going age improved from 13°6 to 14:2. ‘The 
~ Magistrates do not say anything about the discipline in schools and the physical 
and moral training of the boys. They will be asked to notice these important 
subjects in future reports, 


XXVIL—DISPENSARIES AND HOSPITALS. 


107. The following table gives the particulars of the 30 dispensaries 
in this Division during the year under report and the previous year:— 
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It will be seen that there has been a general increase in income.and 
expenditure of the number of patients and of the cost of their diet. 

The remarks made under head IV (Public Health) amply account for this 
increase. ‘Ihere is still a great deal of room for improvement in the matter 
of punctual payment of subscriptions, and constant pressure by Government 
officials is necessary to make many of the subscribers pay up. Some of the 

ispensaries have been driven to the expedient of refusing medical aid to 
defaulters and their families until they have paid up. The work of inspection 
by Civil Surgeons and by District and Subdivisional Officers is reported to be 
satisfactory both in quantity and quality. 

In the Government Damin-i-koh estate in the Dumka subdivision of the 
Sonthal Parganas an attempt is being made to raise a general fund for the 
maintenance of the dispensary at Katikhund, The Deputy Commissioner 
writes :—‘‘ Parganaits have been directed to collect a subscription of one anna 
a year from every house in villages in the Dumka Damin, Till now, only those 
rural villages which comprised 16 or more houses have subscribed one rupee 
annually, The above arrangement will be fairer and should lead to an 
increase in funds, and will, moreover, bring home to all the fact that there is a 
dispensary in existence.” ' 

108. Besides the seven Government msaries in the Sonthal Parganas, 
the Raja of Pakour maintains one at that place entirely at his own cost. It is 
situated in his house and treated 10,652 persons during the year under report 
at a cost of Rs. 2,012. The Deputy Commissioner gives the following account 
of the various Mission dispensaries in the Sonthal Parganas. 

» “The following were the Mission dispensaries :— 


. 


1. rhe) ois ..« Dumka subdivision. 
2. Khairbani.., . Jamtara ditto. 
Satine fee, ajmahad pit 


pe “eg bers 1 to 4 received a Government t of Rs. 10 each per mensem, 
The bleh expeiidicess cpe I in account of ick fhaitdtions comes to hs. 8,003, so 
ae , : + # 
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the d total of expenditure on private dispensaries amounted to Rs. 5,015 — 
against Rs. 5,479 me year. At Benagaria and Khairbani 2,065 in-door patients 
were treated. In all the six dispensaries 22,923 out-patients received medical 
aid. The homeopathic system of treatment is administered at. Khairbani by 
Mr. Haegert. According to his own account the institution is successful, but no 
regular account of patients is kept. Dharampur and Taljhari dispevsaries are 
well managed.” ireotae 

4 big increasing utility and popularity of these institutions hardly admits of 
a doubt. 

XXVIL.—LIBRARIES. 


109. As last year, there was a public library at the head-quarters of the 
Bhagalpur district and two smaller ones at Banka and Supaul. These latter 
are public libraries only in name: the books are not generally read, and I found 
the subscriptions at Supaul very much in arrear. 

A new public library was started during the year at English Bazar (Malda) 
under the patronage of some of the local pleaders and a few native officials. 
It is only kept open for a limited time during the day. There are East Indian 
Railway Mechanics’ Institutes at Jamalpur and Madhupur. Bar libraries at 
the head-quarters of the Monghyr, Bhagalpur, and Purnea districts are kept up 
by the local pleaders. 

The books in all the distrigt office libraries were re-arranged during the 
year, and useless and obsolete publications were weeded out, and were either 
sold by auction or otherwise disposed of. 


XXIX.—MUSEUMS 
110, There were no museums in this Division during the year 1894-95. 


XXX.—LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


*111. The number of municipalities in the Division remained the same as 
it was last year, and little or no change occurred 


aaah in their condition. The application of modern 

: Mdighyr. western ideas of sanitation to eastern towns is 
Monghyr of damp not only a difficult but a very costly operation. 

; Jamui. The municipal authorities cannot carry the 
Bhagalptr —_... {Coleen people with them, not only because sanitary 

Se i me : reform means extra taxation, but also because 
Kuli’ Bayar, Conservative as they are they cannot divest 

Malda a fun Mala. themselves in a day of the habits of generations. 

> Bonthal Parganas i eat atl In most of the municipalities in this Division 


the Municipal Commissioners are engaged in a 
constant struggle to make both ends meet and to steer clear of any very 
unfavourable remarks by the Sanitary Commissioner or local auditor. Unless 
they are rich enough to afford a paid Secretary, the supervision of outdoor work 
has practically to take care-of itself.* No funds are available unless a loan be’ 
obtained from Government for any new works or improvements, however 
necessary or advisable they may be. It is not therefore, I think, to be 
wondered at that true Local Self-Government seldom or never stirs out of 
the meeting rooms of the Municipal Commissioners. The municipal cart sticks 
i mud, but as a rule no Municipal Commissioner puts/his shoulder to the 
wheel. 
112. In the Monghyr Municipality the erying wants are a drainage sy: 

Midaphyy aialied: 38 and an improved water-supply. The drains in 

; many of the principal streets of the town have been 
covered over and encroached upon to such an extentas to seriously affect thé 
ange health. A drainage scheme is contemplated, but surveys have not yet 

ven Feapersa The question of the removal of existing’ obstructions is beset 
with difficulties, and Government has been asked to give its advice in the 
matter after consulting the Law Officers of the Crown. 

_ The large proportion of Europeans who reside in the town of Jamalpur 
(chiefly emp ovés in the East Indian Railway worksho *) renders its circum- 
stances somewhat ', and its management is a good eal above the a 
The uestion of the abolition of the municipality of Jamui, which is ane a 
oalldcliot ction of agricultural villages, was taken up and thoroughly gone into by 


tis (OVE ae 








Mr. Phillips during the year under report. The result is a notification issued 
during the current year under section 9 (a), and I have no doubt that the 
abolition will be hailed with joy by the inhabitants. 

113. The only matter of special i laid in this district was the exten- 


oe fag Ta sion of the Bhagalpur water-works to other parts of 
7 hapa eaiiaas the town. Of the work of the Bhagalpur Municipal 
Commissioners, the Officiating Magistrate, Mr, B. K. Mullick, writes as follows: — 

“ It will thus be seen that the Commissioners of the Bhagalpur Municipality 
have during the year under report showed a healthy energy in looking after the 
most crying wants of the Corporation and in utilising the slender funds at their 
command by increased expenditure in the direction where it was most needed. 

“ The water-works still require to be extended to the remote Champanagore 
and Nathnagore wards and to some of the more important street and lanes 
near the civil station, and pucka drains are wanted in two of the most populous 
quarters of the town. It is hopeless, however, to carry on these much-needed 
improvements from the ordinary income, and an application has been made for a 
loan of three lakhs which it is Bree will soon be sanctioned. It is to be feared, 
however, that the additional burden which must necessarily be imposed on 
the tax-payers— 

(1) to meet the interest on the loan, 

2) to provide for a sinking fund, 

3) for the working charges connected with the extended water-works, 
will bear hard on the poorer rate-payers. This fear is grounded on the fact 
that even at the present moderate rate of assessment there was an outstanding 
balance of Rs. 16,736 on the 31st March 1895 out of a gross demand of 
Rs, 87,986, There is also reason to believe that the incidence of house assess- 
ment presses more heavily on the poorer than on the richer classes, and the 
revision of the assessment by an agency independent of the Municipal Commis- 
sioners will be a move in the right direction. 

* A good Seer aU Ly, is a most excellent thing, but it is possible to pay too 
dearly for it. The on y way to lessen the burden and to mitigate injustice is 
to have a paid assessor.” 
ie The proposal to create a new municipality at Sultanganj has‘ been finally 

opped. 
Pd, Both of the municipalities in this district, Purnea and Kishanganj, 

Puan distis are exceptionally difficult to manage, owing to their 

reapritagae great size and straggling shape and to the inclusion 
within their limits of much arable land and jungle. I made some enquiries when 
I was on tour at Kishanganj with a view of reducing the municipal area, but 
I found that the question was beset with difficulties, and that the probable 
expansion of the trade and importance of the place since it was opened out by 
the extension to it of a ae 4 of the Assam-Bihar State Railway rendered any 
present change inadvisable. 

115, The English Bazar a ag in egg ganic ehngypber itself 

‘ae unfavourably during the year under report b 

Seeaeree general ace? * by almost total gem 
of the Collection peperpeas. Under constant pressure by the District Magis- 
trate and threats of suspension under section 65 matters were not so bad at the 
close as they were at the be inning of the year. 

116, Of the Deoghur iene ality the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. J. H. 

Sonthal Parganas district. Bernar ay writes :— 

“The chief work of improvement done during the year was the extension 
of the main pucka drain by 292 feet at a cost of Rs. 1,141. It has been 
decided by the Commissioners to complete this drain. They propose at first to 
appeal to the public for funds, and should this appeal be unsuccessful to apply 
to Government for loan. The cost is roughly estimated at Rs. 10,000. 

_ ‘Dr. Deare, the Deputy Sanitary Commissioner, inspectéd the municipality 
in July 1894 and criticised its action in many respects. He condemned the 
du cremation ground, the swamp into which the municipal main drain 

then discharged, the latrines, the wells, &c. His suggestions have received 
proper consideration. . On his recommendation the Muhammadan burial-ground, 

ted in the -heart of the town, is to be removed to a reasonable distance. 

_ 4he present Chairman, Mr. Heard, has shown both firmness and tact in insisting 
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on sanitary reform. The collections during the year were nearly cent. per — 
rants and the office was found to be in Saclay soeveus order by the local 

uditor. 

Of the Sahibganj Mnnicipality he says:— g 

“The Sahibganj Municipality has made a considerable advance during the 
year under report. The present Vice-Chairman, who is the Civil Hospital 
Assistant in charge of the dispensary, is energetic, and does not absent himself 
from the town as his predecessor used to do, The late District ‘Iraffic 
Superintendent, Mr. Kelly, was Chairman during the greater part of the year 
till he was transferred and did valuable work, Attention is being paid to 
sanitary improvements. The drainage from houses on its banks has been 
prevented from flowing into the important tank in the middle of the town, 
wells have been protected from pollution, and it is proposed to make a survey 
of the town with levels with the view of improving the Rgionge. The improve- 
ment of the slaughter-house has been taken in hand. The income should be 
larger than it is, as the East Indian Railway Company do not pay taxes at the 
same rate as other owners of holdings in the town. The Company have delayed 
to furnish the return called for; otherwise the matter would et already been 
submitted for the orders of Government.” 


District and Local Beards. 


117. Of the District and Local Boards it may be said as of the muni- 
cipalities of this Division that their requirements increase out of all proportion to 
their incomes: the latter are almost stationary, while the spread of education 
and general opening up of the country by railways render the former more 
urgent year by year. The District Board of Monghyr has since the close of 
the year applied for a loan of 13 lakhs to enable it to carry out a progrumme 
of important and necessary works. They have this advantage over the 
municipalities that they can afford more highly-paid officers to look after their 
‘outdoor work. As these institutions have all official Chairmen (the District 
Magistrates) they are rather of the nature of consultative than executive 
bodies. They pass resolutions, and the Magistrate-Chairman and the District 
Engineer see that they are carried out... The number of meetings is not large 
owing probably to the above fact. The Local Boards act generally as agents 
and assistants to the District Boards and have independent control only over 
such funds and business as are made over to them. Generally speaking, they 
manage pounds and primary education. Nothing of any special importance 
bc rag during the year undef report in connection with any of the District 

nm ; 





XXXI.—EMPLOYMENT OF MUHAMMADANS. 


_118. The following figures illustrate this subject and show the existing 
position of affairs in the Division :— 
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The percentages of columns’ 3 to 2 and’5 to 4 are 31°2 and’ 29-5, 
respectively, and the “appr. of Muhammadan to that of the Hindi 
population is 27-8, e figures show that little or no progress has been 
made in carrying out the wishes of Government. The Collector of Purnea 
observes that the Muhammadans in his district “are mostly agricultural and 
illiterate. Those who have some education take service under zamindars, 
but do not aspire in lange numbers to service in Government offices, their 
education being below the required standard;” The fact appears to be that 
the Mubammadan candidates for vacancies on the ministerial staff are so 
inferior in educational. requirements. that they cannot be appointed without 
serious detriment to the efficiency of the office concerned. This is a defect 
= time and the exertions of the Muhammadans themselves alone can 
- remedy. 


XXXII.—POST OFFICE AND TELEGRAPH. 


119. The record of the work done by the post offices, so far as’ it appears 
from the facts and figures furnished, was one of continued progress. New 
post offices were opened, and the work in every branch of the department 
increased. Complaints of postal irregularities were few and far between. 
Mr. Bernard, the Officiating Deputy \Gomitistlonee of the Sonthal Parganas, 
however, writes thus ;—‘ Briefly it may be said that in the Postal and Telegraph 
Departments no progress towards meeting the wishes of the public was made 
during the year ae report” From Godda complaint was made of the 
unpunctuality of letters from the north. Postal arrangements in this outlying 
part of the Division are no doubt still somewhat more primitive than 
elsewhere, and are capable of considerable improvement. This will come in 
time along with the’spread of education and consequent increase of corre- 
spondence and postal work: 

The Collector of Purnea writes:—“Nearly one-third of the small branch 
offices in the interior-of the district were worked by cheap extraneous agents, 
such as shop-keepers and village gurus, who are paid a small allowance varvi 
from'Rs.'3 to’Ks. 5 a month. “The extension of the postal facilities to the 
obsiure parts ‘of the’ district, where costly’ departmental servants cannot be 
maintained, is mdinly due to’ the employment of thesé cheap agents.” The 
Distriot: Officer ‘of Purnéa:‘also mentions ‘the following extraordinary case of 
the’ misappropriation of ' a registered cover:—*A branch postmaster substi- 
tuted an‘ ordinary letter for’ the registered’ letter, from which he abstracted 
two-curreney notes of Rs. 100 each. He was prosecuted, and on conviction’ 
sentenced to rigorous’ iniprisonment ‘for’ two years.” The following is quoted 
from the report from the Deputy Commissioner of the Sonthal Parganas :— 

“The Deputy Postmaster-General, Bihar Circle, was requested to make 
arrangements to have letters from Jamtara carried by the No. 5 up passenger 
train to Modhupur to be taken up by the down mail.train;, which does not 
stop, at Jamtara, but the request has been refused on the ground that the 
number of letters is small. 

“Nothing has been done to remedy. the inconvenience complained. of last 
year “by the Subdivisional Officer_of Rajmahal arising from the fact that all 
insufficiently stamped-and bearing letters are sont first to Dumka, many miles 
out of their way, by road.” 

Statistics regarding working of the telegraph offices have not been supplied 
by ‘all thie Distiict Officers, but it may be said that the Department generally 
workeil wll.’ During “the year under report the Maharaja of omens in 
the district of Bhagelpit applied for a-postal telegraph office at the Sonbarsa 
post’ office, but the arrarigement has not yet been completed. In the district 


of Purnea the number of combined post’ and telegraph offices was increased 
by one, i. the K ‘sub-post office was tastiad into a combined post and 
“leeaph office, 

e 


Officiating Deputy Commissioner of the Sonthal Parganas ‘notices 

© fact that the restriction of the working hours from 10 a.w:'to.4-P.at. for the 
Deoghur telegraph offiée is considered by the publi¢’as’a gréat inconvenience. 

Generally speaking, it may be said that, considering the ‘materials and 

_, establishments which it has to work ‘with, especially 

et: nine aes in the more inaccessible parts of the Difision, the 

Postal Department has done wonders, Year by year it plays a more and more 


? - 
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important part in the domestic and commercial life of the country, N ing 


but constant inspection could, I think, enable it to maintain the high standa: 

which it has attained and to preserve the confidence of all ranks and classes 

of the population, 
XXXII—ZAMINDARI DAK. 


120. The following table shows the income and expenditure during the 
year 1894-95 and the rate at which the cess was levied in each district :— 











D ° I | Expendi- | Rate at which 

IST EICE, Pere | ture. cess was levied. 

es ees ee ee 

1 | 2 | 3 | 4 

Rs. Rs. Rs. a. P. 

Monghyr ta 7,176 7,700 014 0 
Bhagalpur wee fe 19,875 11,923 28 0 
Purnea | 12,098 9,970 10 0 
Malda we] 8,075 7,128 114 0 
Sonthal Parganas 6,517 4,356 38 8 0 





Divisional Total 53,736 41,077 | eeeeae 





The excess expenditure was met from the balance in hand (Rs. 11,794) on 
1st April 1894. Except in the district of Purnea, where the rate was increased 
from 14 annas to one rupee, the rate was the same as in 1893-94. In the 
district of Monghyr three new lines, covering 61 miles, were opened during the 
year. In Bhagalpur the line from Amarpur to Bihar, a distance of 244 miles,. 
was closed, and in its stead a new line of 23 miles from Banka to Bihar was 
opened. In Malda a new line from Kaliachak to Panchanandpur khas mahal 
was opened. The total length of the zamindari dik lines in Purnea and in the 
Sonthal Parganas was the same as in the preceding year. 


FAIRS. 


121. Fairs of more or less importance, and generally of a religious 
character, were held in all the districts of this Division. The important fair 
at Singheswar in the Madhipura subdivision of the district of Bhagalpur war 
held in March last. It lasted for 12 days, but the Magistrate has not reported 
the number of persons who attended it last year. 

The necessary sanitary arrangements were made, and where necessary 4 
posse of police was told off to preserve order and to prevent theft, &c. A 
native doctor was deputed to the fairs at Singheswar in Bhagalpur, Karagola 
and Khagra in Purnea, and Ramkeli in Malda. No epidemic broke out in any 
of the fairs. $ 
ne The following is an estimate of the number of people present at each 

‘air :— 


Bausi in the district of Bhagalpur * ... ... 175,000 
Kabilas “ef “ae oe .. 40,0 
Karagola, Purnea xd as ee 8,000 
ee wey “ve 6 ... 60,000 
Ramkeli, Malda wie 50,000 
Rameswar, Sonthal Parganas oh ve — 10,000 
whamsavi —«s f sity Sai -. 16,000 
Deoghur, Sripanchami wed be ie 8,000 
Sivaratri | den oes .. 15,000 
»  Bhadro Purnima ... Ae «+. , 8,000 * 
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A fair was held for the first time in ‘February 1895, under the auspices of 
the Collector of Bhagalpur, at Tintunga, a Government estate in the Sadar sub- 
division of this district. It included an agricultural show and lasted for two 
days, and was attended by about 20,000 people. The sanitary arrangements 
were good, and no accidents occurred. 


POUNDS. 


122. In the district of Monghyr the number of pounds increased from 47 in 
=) the year 1893-94 to 62 during the year 
Number of pounds,| Income, under report, In all the other dis- 
tricts the number was nearly the same 
during the past two years, as noted 
in the margin. Inthe Regulation 
districts most of the pounds continued 
to be under the control of the District 
Boards. Those situate within muni- 


——_* cipal limits were managed by the 
respective municipalities. The farming system continued to be in force. Tn the 


Sonthal Parganas all the pounds were farmed out by the Deputy Commissioner 
and his subordinates, except the Godda pound, which was under direct manage- 
ment for six months, as there was no bid for it. The Magistrate of Monghyr 
reports that owing to close supervision and consequent discovery of malpractices 
he pounds under the manage- 


nt during the last settlement. 
The pound-keeper of Jamalpur was convicted of taking double fees for release 


of cattle, and there were also several prosecutions in the Begusarai subdivision. 
Regarding the abuses in his district the Magistrate of Malda, Mr. Price, writes:— 
“From a financial point of view the farming system is commendable; but the: 
cattle pound farmers are generally a bad set of people. They are said to 
encourage malpractices in various ways, such as the improper seizure of cattle, 
they charge fees in excess of the authorised rates, and they refuse to grant 
receipts for fees paid by the owners of impounded cattle. Besides these, I have 
often noticed that pound farmers neither feed nor water cattle properly ; there 
is no shed, wind and waterproof, for the shelter of the cattle that are exposed 
to the sun, and the fencing is broken and falling into decay.” 




















1893-94, | 1894-05, | 1893-04, | 1804-06, 





XXXIV(a)—SOCIAL AND POLITICAL INSTITUTION 8. 


123. The Magistrate of Monghyr gives the following account of the 
social and political institutions in his district :-— 

This Association has been established by the East Indian Railway Com- 

pany’s employés, consisting chiefly of Bengalis, 

amalpur Rate-payers’ Associa. Nd is an imitation of similar associations in Ben- 


tion, gal. No information has been obtained as to its 
working, 
This institution was eatablishod in 1888. It is under the patronage of the 
: re local Muhammadans. Its principal object is to 
Anjuman Islam Institution. 


afford relief to poor and needy Muhammadan boys 
and orphans by imparting to them English and Persian education. There is an 
educational institution in connection with it, which gave free education to 48 
Muhammadan boys in the a under report. Its income during the year was 

Rs, 2,518 and expenditure Rs, 2,165. 
This Sabha was started in 1887 by the Kayesth community of Monghyr 
ae for the general improvement of their condition. 
re a It held 11 sittings during the year, and the average 

_ attendance of members was 62. 

The collection of a handful of rice every day from every Kayesth family 
was the principal source of its income, which amounted during the year to 
Rs, 127, the expenditure being Rs. 103. The education of four helpless 
Kayesth boys was undertaken, and a monthly allowance was given to a Kayesth 

: Ow. : 
: 


. 


‘te, 










. ‘This institution was: started: on the 24th of Moy 1892; Its principal object 
pe aap is to give shelter to: all sorts of worn-out animals, 
Pie De specially of the bovine species, after they’ become 
unserviceable for -domestic purposes. This institution was supported by funds’ 
collected in boxes placed in shops and also by donations. The total income of 
the Sabha during the year was Rs, 701 and the expenditure Rs. 656, These 
figures compared with those of last year show clearly how the interest in the 
movement (stimulated by the excitement of the anti-kine-killing agitation) 
is generally subsiding, ‘The income last year was Rs. 1,600 and the expenditure 
. 1,500. 

‘There were 42 animals in the goshala on the 31st March 1894, and 189 
animals were received during the year, making a total of 231. One hundred 
and seventy-six animals died, leaving a balance of 55 animals in the register. 

There are besides the goshala. at Monghyr 16 or 17 goshalas in the district. 
Many of them are languishing for want of support. Their chief supporters are 


Marwaris. 

In Bhagalpur the Societies existing in the district are reported to be the 
same as last year, viz., the Land-holders’ Association, the Muhammadan 
Association, the Gaurakhshini Sabha, and the Hari Sabha. 

The school of the Muhammadan Association is reported to be doing well. 
The Gaurakhshini Sabha is said not to possess any political significance. The 
cow-killing movement in this distfict may be said to have died at its birth. 

The only. political institution in the district of Purnea .is a- branch Com- 

a mittee of the National Congress, but its, existence 
se does not tuke any practical shape. 

The Collector says that there are no social. or political institutions of any) 

sata importance in the district of Malda, and that. the 
people of the district donot generally concern 
themselves with politics, but are inclined to criticise the working. of , local 


’ institutions like municipalities. 


The Deputy Commissioner writes :—‘‘ The Jubilee Institute with its-branch 

SashaiPnignan at Pakour is the only social. institution. in the 

district. A building. for the Pakour branch. was 

under construction during the year. The Hijla méla, which. is held under the 

superintendence of the member of this institution; was.a great success last year, 
as all classes attend, and Sonthal and other dances and sports are arranged.” 


XXXIV (t).—STATE OF PUBLIC FEELING AND THE PRESS. 


124. There has been no agitation in the Division during the year on any 
important subject, and the native press has been singularly free from attacks 
on Goverment officers serving in it. 

The Collector.of Monghyr writes:—No newspaper 'is issued by ‘the one 
local press; The nearest publication is at Patna, ‘he circulation of English 
Calcutta papers is limited.. Public feeling was not'strongly exercised during the 
year. The excitementiabout the antitkine-movement andthe mud-plastering:of 
mango trees! has died:out. There was a-slight tension in the relations of the 
Shias and Sunnis over the performance of the Haziri ceremony, which, however, 
was soon relaxed: There were no public questions «during the’ year which 
excited much local interest.” 

In Purnea there is no public press; nor do the people of this district appear 
to take much interest‘in any public matter.’ 

The agitation against cow-killing does not-appear'to have extended to this 

district. The-relations between Muhammadans and 
Malda, Hindus have been’ generally” amicuble~ during: the 
yoar under report: 

The educated classes read the Statesman, the Bengali, and Amrita, Bazar 
Patrika; but the: circulation of these: papers ‘is ‘very: limited. The Bangabasi is 
the principal vernacular paper read by the people both in* the mufassal and-in 
the towns. : 

Some ofthe villagers inthe Jamtara and “Pakour subdivisions were'at the 

: outset dissatisfied atthe’ increase in tents’ effected: 
Sonthal Parganas. by ‘the last’ settlement, but this feeling appears to” 
have died out. - . tigers 
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A thonthly Bengali journal, called the Diarani, is published from Malhati 
ih teres Airs hr ‘Its tone ‘is 80 utr moderate, . 


XXXViSUBORDINATE EXEOUDIVE ESTABLISHMENT AND OHARACTER 
OF OFFICERS. 


125. A statement is submitted containing my remarks and those of District 

Officers regarding the character of the officers employed in this Division during 
the year 1894-95. 
Under Government Notification No. 136A.D., dated the 12th May 1894, 
Babu Sarat Chunder Mukerji and Mr. ‘C. H. J. Craven were posted as 'Pro- 
bation. oe bt in this Division, and have since appointed 
‘to be Su Depa Collectors. 

No Deput rvators of Forests of the first three grades were posted to 
‘this Division during fhe year under ‘report. aPee 


XKXVL—CONDUCT OF .ZAMINDARS. 


126. The Division, as.a whole, has been fortunate in the absence of any 
serious disputes between landlords and tenants. On the subjectiof the conduct 
6f the former, the following extracts are:given from the district reports: — 

“Of'the larger ‘zamindars in the district, the Maharaja of Gidhour,and the 

Mongh ro of Khaira, are said to be enlightened. The 

as amla of the Datbhanga and Baneli Rajasexercised 

‘some "petty aps ori im ‘the matter of taking forest produce ifrom the ‘hills. 

‘Tn the thana corre a large numberof villages are.let-out \to an utterly 

winserupulous ‘set of Muhammadan ticcadars, against whom ‘there are frequent 

eortiplaints, ‘The ‘disgraceful case of riot.andamurder at Ekara, im which eight 
s were killed, is :an instance of such disputes. 

“In the Begusarai subilivision ithe maliks «are mostly of little standing. 
‘Phe relations between them and:their vaiyats are not satisfactory—men of no 
education and little conscience. ‘'They'are constantly fighting in endeavours to 
enhance rent and turn raiyati land into*khud-kasht. The factories are, asa 
whole, on good terms with their tenants. Much of the land is gradually passing 
into the hands of mahajans’and ‘pleaders, *and.itvcannot be said that this change 
is altogether to the advantage of the raiyats. On the other hand, there exist 
certain casts of raiyats, Babhans, and sometimes Goalas and Rajputs, who refuse 
utterly to pay their legal rents unless complained against, and are adepts at 
enforcing their rights to the uttermost. Such men are well able to protect their 
own interests and even to oppress their maliks. 

“The conduct of zamindars was gonerally satisfactory during the year 

identi under review. In the Luchmipur estate in the 

an Banka subdivision some of the raiyats combined for 

a time against the Manager, Mr. F. Braidwood, but he has administered the 

property with great success, and all disputes are now at an end. This gentle- 

man’s management is also well spoken of by the Deputy Commissioner of the 
Sonthal Parganas. 

“Tn Supaul the Subdivisional Officer notices a serious quarrel between the 
Raja of Barwari and his cousin, Babu Tajendra Narain Singh. It is reported 
that both these gentlemen are contracting large debts on account of this dispute. 
The Subdivisional Officer of Banka reports fayourably of the manager of the 
estate of Rai Tej Narain Singh Bahadur, Zamindars Mohashaya Taruk Nath 
Ghose and Babu Tilakdhari Lall. . 

“There was a dispute during the year near Manihari regarding the right 

to sow indigo between Babus Gour Mohan Rai and 
Hari Mohan Misser. A rioting’ case was sent up, 
but the accused were acquitted, and matters seem to have since quieted down, 

There is a similar dispute between Mr. A, J. Shillingford and Babu 
Chhatraput Singh. There are other disputes about what are called mal and 
milik lands in many places, but the above are the most important, Rents are 
very low almost here, and no case of oppression fas come to notice 
except in the aforesaid disputes, where steps are said to have been taken to 
cause the raiyats to submit to one party or the other. 
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Darbhanga.—The 
and March 1895. 

~ 88, The Madhubani and Samastipur subdivisional 
spected twice during the year, viz., the former by Mr. 
1894 and by Mr. Tute in February 
September and December 1894 


half-yearly inspec 
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, respectively. 


IIL—WEATHER AND CROP§, 


39. In order to explain the general char 
effect on the crops, I have had the followi 
monthly figures given in the Calcutta Gavetie, 8 
with the normal rainfall, month by month, in each district :— 


: tions of the district offices were 
in September 1894 and by Mr. Tute in February 


offices were also 
Streatfeild in May 
1895, and the latter by the same officers in 


acter of the weather and the 
statement prepared from the 
owing the actual as compared 
























































































































































Statement showing actual rainfall, month by month, in each district as compared with normal rainfall. 
—==— ee 

| AVERAGE POR 
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‘Total for 1893-94 43°20 49°55 | 6443 | 46°15 | 54°50 | 47°37 | 5e87 | 45°00 





It will be seen that in 
considerably over the average, es 
above the normal quantity fell. 
excess of some 10 inches in Saran, 
Darbhanga, and Champaran districts. 

40, From the beginning of the calendar year 1894 up 

_ May the season was characterised 

rainfall, and the preparation of 
bhadoi sowings was in consequence somewhat retarded. In 
the monsoon broke favourably everywhere, though the fall 
short in Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga. Bu 
resonted unusual features, the rainfall in the districts south 
eing excessive, 

the northern half of Muzaffarpur and th 

a severe drought until nearly the end 
both the bhadoi and winter rice over a large tract of coun 
time imminent. Fortunately the rain at the last moment 
followed by good rain in August, 
fared better than the others. For, 
the Indian-corn was considerably damaged by the unusually 
and the general outturn of the bhadoi harvest was reduced to 

in the three northernmost districts, where, owing to 

at "ak San gl and the area cropped was somew 
in the end, a 12 to 13 annas one. In, the remaining district 
suffered with the southern districts from too much rain, though 


ecially in Shahabad, where 


The bhadoi crop. 


and in the end the ne 
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pair ad ce! or a 


the three South Gangetic districts the ra 











infall was 
20 inches 


some 


‘o the north of the Ganges also there was an 
and from 4 to 6 inches in the Muzaffarpur, 


to the end of 
by a deficient 
lands zor the 
June, however, 
was somewhat _ 


t the following month of July 


of the Ganges 


while over a considerable portion of North Bihar, including 
e greater part of Darbhanga, there was 
of the month, and a general failure of 


try was at one 
came, and was 
rthern districts 


while in the three South Gangetic districts 


heavy rainfall, 
about 9 annas, 


the drought, the sowings were 
hat contracted, the yield was, 


Saran, which 
not to the same 


’ 






extent, the bhadoi crop was estimated at about 14 annas, For the whole 
Division the ayerage of the bhadoi harvest may be taken atfrom 11 to 12 annas, 
41. The rainfall in August was a heavy one in all the districts, the 

JB sy mean for the Division being about 15 inches as 

The winter-rice orop. compared with a normal average of about 11 inches. 

This was favourable to the winter rice, and a bumper crop was everywhere 
expected. Unfortunately, however, there was a heavy and unseasonable 
all at the very end of October and in the first days of November, which 
damaged the rice in ear; and though the outturn was an unusually good 
One, averaging for the Diyision something over 15 annas, it was some 2 annas 
less than had at one time been hoped for. Saran here again did best with 
an outturn of about 17 annas, M arpur worst with a 12 to 18 annas crop, 
while in Patna, Gaya, and Darbhanga the yield was estimated at 16 annas, 

42. But this untimely rain was more injurious to the rabi than to the 

: rice. Sowings were everywhere delayed for some 

The rabé crop. weeks both to the north and south “eg the Ganges, 

and the germination of the seed damaged, while the lower lands, which in 

ordinary years grow heavy crops, could be made of little or no use, owing to 
excessive moisture. . 

Fortunately, however, the weather during the subsequent months was all 
that could be desired. There were beneficial showers in January and Febru- 
ary, which brought the plants on well, and a marked absence of the high west 
winds in March, which go often dry up the grain. The result in the end was 
a yield of nearly 15 annas in the four districts to the north of the Ganges, and 
of 10 to 12 annas in the three districts to the south. 

43. On the whole, the past year has been a decidedly prosperous one for 
agriculturists to the north of the Ganges, and a good average one for those 
to the south, except in Shahabad, where it was somewhat below the average, © 

44, The year was an unfortunate one for opium. The unusually heavy 
and late rains in October and the subsequent unsettled weather in November 
retarded sowings; and although the seed germinated well, yet the excessive mois- 
ture in the soil afterwards brought on blight. The strong plants in well-manured 
homestead lands were as a rule, able to resist the disease; but among the 


year. The following statement shows the estimated and actual outturn an 
the amounts paid to the cultivators in each of the three last years :— 


Estimated | NR es ers 
Actual outtarn, 
Produce, On account of | Omaccount of | On account of 
opium, leaves, trash, 
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45. For indigo the year was an exce tionally good one, There was rain 
in all the northern (indigo) districts in Ie 4 over normal, which 
gave strong moisture for the sowings Subsequently the monsoon broke favour- 
ably and brought the plant on well for the first cuttings, the bright days of 
atts (during ance = ae — produce and colour. Later the 
the heavy rain en and during August gave un. 
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| Statement showing the nuniber of deaths and the death-rate per mille 
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46; The following statement compares the timber of deaths and the 
 death-rate per mille in the different districts during the last two calendar 


1893 and 1894. 











Disrricr. Cholera, 
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Patna. ae | 2,789,004 | 1,058) 6,006] 34,204] 52,643} 400 | 162 13,946, ae, 40,007 | 75,8. i 
Gas. ae eT Ra 675 | 16,351 | 46424] 71,702 | 1,537 | 414 v287| iz600 | ssio23 | ionose| Seer 2 
8 vse} 2,068,857 | 1,804], 10,484] 55,023] 78,920] ‘271 | 161 9.248 | 11,003 | 66,406 | 100,077 821 63° 
Saran (4). | 2,407,477 241) 99S!) 35,120] 64,605 61 2 27,506 | 42,877 | 67,937 | 107,295 234 ray 
sendy aay 1,850,405 6 | 15,344 34,872 48,920 69 7 11,862 W112 | 46.708 80, 251 43° 
yr 2,711,445 48 | 14,017 7,241 90,330 87 vil 13,088 15,567 80,834 | 119,991 20°8 “2 
ange vs, ave 2,501,055 572 | 15,254] 61,336 | 83,039 28 30 10,002 | 11,508 72,638 | 108,761 25:8 88°8 
Total ...| 15,811,014 | ase | 94,184 | 927,229 | 481,158 | 2/403 | 876 wees | isan | ae | 702,998 | a7) “4 
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(a) The figures for 1899 are for the calendar year, and do not tally with those shown in pre 


There was a very heavy increase in mortality throughout the Division. | 
In fact the past Ee has been the most unhealthy on record. It almost seems 
as if nature hed endeavoured to compensate itself for the unusual healthiness 
of the year eeney preceding. The chief features were the appalling 
ravages from fever and cholera, the latter of which was comparatively in- 
nocuous during the previous year, and the general immunity from small-pox. 
47. It is deserving of notice that the increase in general mortality has 
been about equaliy shared by the South Gangetic and by the North Gangetic 
districts, the average increase being 60 - cent. in the former as com 
with 61 per cent. in the latter. This points to climatic causes, rather than 
physical features, being the chief factor in’ bringing about the late widespread 
mortality. We hear a great deal now-a-days about intercepted drainage and 
the country being water-logged, and this is often advanced as the chief reason 
to acciunt for epidemics of fever, &c. This is to a certain extent sound 
‘enough, but it is not the whole truth; and it is not fair that our roads and 
railways should be called upon to bear more than their proper share of.blame. 
The Collector of Saran, I observe, gives this, viz. the deterioration of dr: age, 
as the chief reason of the large increase of fever in his district. But this 
physical cause equally existed in the preceding year, when Saran was the 
ealthiest distiict in Bihar, Take again Gaya. It is a aor not a ‘ water- 
logged” district. Yet the mortality there from fever was during the past 
year considerably heavier than in Saran, The fact is that the state of the 
public health from year to year depends upon the “seasonableness” or otherwise 
of the weather in a far greater cogree than upon any local causes. If the 
rains are delayed, there is inevitably an epidemic of cholera; if they are 
longed, fever takes its place. During the past year both conditions obtained. 
Mitst the prolonged drought from October 1893 until June 1894, culminat- 
ing in a month of unusual heat, produced a state of things exceptionally 
favourable to the spread of cholera, Next the copiousness of the rainfall and 
the abnormal prolongation of the rains into November intensified the annual 
ravages of mularia to a degree hitherto unknown in Bihar. 
_ 48. Patna.—The causes above-mentioned led to the general increase in 
the death-rate, The sanitary condition of the city of Patna is still as unsatis- 
ctory as ever. The drainage scheme has, it is true, been carried out; but 
this,in the absence of any means of flushing the new drains, accentuates 
rather than mitigates the existing evils. The question of forming a fund for 
Q' ing, out of a water-works scheme is now occupying the attention of 
wuicipal Commissioners, and I trast that. some definite steps will shortly 
cen. to: ea rea this object. The Civil Surgeon remarks that the 
of the town of Barh is steadily deteriorating owing to the secession of 
ver Ganges and the Salenidcived 4 insalubrious chur opposite the ner 
: seems to have been first im ere hak 
the Kumbh méla at Allahabad, but it did no 
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out in an epidemic form until after the Deokund méla in the west of the 
district. The unusual drought and heat which followed, seconded by long 
and trying breaks in the rains, gave the disease full play from the end of Apr 
until September, the greatest mortality occurring in Gals and August. he 
disease was imported into the Gaya jail in July by an under-trial prisoner, 
and experiments carried out there by the Ciyil Surgeon, Surgeon-Major 
Macrae, showed that it was undoubtedly spread by the agency of flies. ‘These 
experiments, and the results of inoculation of a number ot the prisoners against 
cholera by Professor Haffkine, formed the subject of special reports to Govern- 
ment rtf of articles in the Jndian Medical Gazetie, The Dallicotas 8 
with approbation of the efforts made by the Deputy Sanitary Commissioner, 
Surgeon-Ceptain Deare, to encourage vaccination, and gives figures to show 
that in the municipalities where vaccination is compulsory the number of 
operations exceeded the number of births. Regurding the high mortality from 
fever, Mr. Macpherson observes that the disease was equally prevalent in 
the rest of the district as in the canal-irrigated tracts, the excessive rainfall 
having equalised the conditions throughout the district. The death-rate from 
this cause was heaviest from July to November, inclusive, the prolongation of 
the rains enabling it to retain its foothold until late in the latter month. 

50, Shahabad. —This was, as in the previous year, the most unhealthy 
of all the districts in the Division. ‘I'he first appearance of cholera is here 
again traced to the Kumbh méia at Allahabad. It first broke out in the 
Sadar subdivision, and then in a village near to Sasaram, and during the heat 
of May and June in an epidemic form throughout the district. Everything 
was done by the local officers and District and Local Boards that could be 
done in the way of affording medical aid, disinfecting, and introduci 
sanitary reforms, but with little visible effect. The disease tenaciousl held 
its ground, as in Gaya, until September, committing greater ravages than in 
any other district in the Division. It is at first sight disappointing to find 
that in the town of Arrah, notwithstanding the introduction of a filtered 
water-supply, there was an unsually severe outbreak. This is explained by 
the fact that, owing to the use of coarse sand in the filter-bels, the water for 
the first few months was much discoloured, and the people on this account 
objected to take it, This, however, was subsequently remedied, and the purity 
of the water is now undisputed. The Collector adds that enquiries showed 
that in parts of the town where the people overcame their prejudices and used 
the filtered water, cholera was less prevalent than elsewhere. On the subject 
of the prevalence of cholera throughout the district, the Civil Surgeon remarks 
as follows :-— 

“There can be no doubt that the great spread of cholera was due in great 
part to the defective water-supply of the district and from the pollution of 
drinking water. The corpses of those who die from cholera are very often 
not properly burnt. ané in many instances are thrown into rivers and irriga- 
tion reservoirs without any attempt at cremation whatever. Such occurrences 
were brought to my notice at Dehri, and were by me reported to the Magis- 
trate, with a request that such practices should, if possible, iS put a stop to.’ 

The heavy mortality from fever is ascribed to the same causes as in Gaya 
and elsewhere, viz., the unusual character of the season. The improvement 
in vaccination operations,is als» favourably noticed by the Collector. 

51. Saran would appear to have suffered less in proportion to popula- 
tion, both from cholera and fever, than most of the other districts. At the 





. same time I note that there is an inordinately large mortality shown under 


the head of “other causes,” and I doubt very much if the statistics have 
been prepared on the same basis as elsewhere. The contrast is certainly very 
striking und needs explanation, and I am inviting the attention of the Sanitary 
Commissioner to the matter. : 

52. Champaran.—The year was as abnormally unhealthy as elsewhere. 
Such preventive measures as were possible were taken, and six Civil Hospital | 


_ Assistants were specially employed on cholera dnty. The four new dispen-. 
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53. Muzaffarpyr —Tere again cholera is thought to have been imported 

originally from the ‘Kumbh méla in February. It. established itself as an 
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_ epidemic during the intensity of the heat in May and June, and did not abate 
~ until the ballon heed well set in. Rogarding the! aioetility from fever, which 
was heavier here than in any other district, the Collector says that the long 
spell of dry weather caused the lands which are ordinarily covered with water 
to become exposed to the sun’s rays, and thus helped to increase malarial 
vapours. Possibly also the heavy floods of the. preceding year had something 
to do with this. ‘ 
64. Darbhonga.—The story is the same as in Muzaffar ur, the mortality 
from fever being second only to that in the sister district. ere, as there and 
elsewhere, whatever could be done to afford aid was done, but without apparent 
avail, Only with change of scason was the grip of either disease, cholera or 
fever, relaxed. From this district, as from all the other three North Gangetic 
districts, small-pox was practically absent. 
55. The following tuble gives the number of deaths and the death-rate 
in the different municipalities. The most healthy ened ote were Dinapore 
and Chapra, as in the previous’ year, and the most un ealthy Jagdispur and 


Buxar :— 


Statement showing the total number of deaths and the death-rate in the difirent municipalities 
during the years 1898 und 1894. 
os SSS SSS SS ea a 






































Deatus REGISTERED, Biatus REGISTERED, 
iD peRICT: Town, Population, | ‘Rate per mille. | te por mille. 
1893, | 1804. 1893. 1804, 
| j 180s. | 1804, | 1803. | 1894, 
PR ee CLEC ee oe (SY MSS Ey Lae ee Care t 
| 3 | 4 6 | 6 7 | 8 | 9 | Ww | i 
«| 164,002 | 5,281 | 6,298 s7s_| aan] 3; 6 | 248 
Barh ~ | 29,883 | "sgt | %ae7 ‘ 7 95 | 30-98 
ih» 47,723 1,359 | 2,096 x 43°12 
4i4l0 861 1,081 826 18° 
0,383 | $,905 | 4/415 : 241 
11,583 | "260 | “4a 235 3 | 187 
URL 21 431 352 35°7 305 
46,387 | 1,851 | 9,835 a4 26°51 
12,468 564 932 365, 29°27 | 26°82 
18,980 ow 1,16) 688 5i4 seo 
ais | 737 | rose 450 324 | 3173 
9073 | Bas] 414 293 20°37 | 93-16 
2,637 937 1,076 853 8718 ol 
7 352 1,030 1,278 1,922 23° 168 
13,473 | ‘355 | "762 ‘423 313 | 343 
17,700 876 45 470 26°5 211 
13/108 380 358 27°31] 93.87 
22,780 ne 1,080 671 20°45 50° 
4,192 2,647 2,151 1,636 83°25 29°78 
21,487 by 1,185 841 89°13 pa | 
12,403 | 1,077] "738 465 37728 
875 | ‘ma |  oas 26 80.62] 30-75 
maga | 9,306] 9,877 2,296 30°3 | 303 
17,525 be) 668 685 33°3 626 
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56. It will be remembered that the statistics in municipalities are collect- 
ed by the municipal police and those for the rural areas from the reports of the 
chaukidars. The similarity in total results speaks much for the general improve- 
ment that has taken place of late years in this department of the work of the 
rural police. 

V.—MATERIAL CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 
57. As remarked last year, the material condition of the people in an 
icultural country like Bihar depends from year to year upon the results 
of the harvests. In section 3 of this report it has been noticed that durin 
the year under report the conditions in respect to weather and the outturn af 
the bhadoi and rabi crops varied considerably in the districts to the north and 
in those to the south of the Gan s. The rice crop, which is the chief crop of 
the year, was everywhere a good one; but while in the North Gangetic districts 
the bhadoi and rabi may be described as average crops, in the South Gangetic 
districts they were decidedly below the average, and in certain areas so much 
below it as almost to rank as failures. Although, therefore, the ‘people were 
every where saved, by the good rice crop, from anything approaching waxt, their 
oh beyond this point varied considerably in degree between one district — 
and another. I will seslore take the seven districts of the Dien 
_ ly, noticing the co dition of the people. in each ag described by the Dist 
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58. Pataa.—The Officiating Collector, Mr. Inglis, observes that amv 
© 1 think myself thet Mr the: bhadoi crop suffered from excessive rain, 

Inglis ‘takes a too favourable other two crops,* especially the rice, were good, and 
pees vier of the vali, crop in the general condition of the people was prosperous; 
snffered as badly arin Gaya and and he adduces as proof of this the numerous 
Shshabad. weddings during the late marriage season and the 
fact that no applications were made for advances under the Land Improvement 
or Agricultural Loans Acts, although notices inviting them were duly published. 
Regarding the state of the lower orders in the City of Patna and its immediate 
neighbourhood, Mr. Inglis remarks as follows :— 

“In the Patna City the demand for labour is sufficient, and cases of acute 
poverty are rarely met with among the labouring classes. 

“Many of their boys find work in the opium factory. They are, nore- 
over, frugal to a degree, choosing, it is said, to eat only one meal of suwttoo in 
the middle of the day, in order to be able to invest their savings in jewels 
and ornaments, A large cultivating class live on the outskirts of the city and 
make a comfortable living by raising garden produce, including large quaritities 
of potatoes, onions, garlic, cauliflowers, and other vegetables, much of which 
are exported to Caleutta and other of Lower and Western Bengal. This 
class are generally well-to-do, as this has little fear of loss either from drought 
or inundation.” ea : 

59.. Gaya.—The Collector, Mr. D. J. Macpherson, writes—“ The pros- 
aed of the mass of the people generally depends on the character of the 

arvests. The preceding year was on the whole a prosperous one, owing to 
the abundant yield of the principal harvest of the year, the winter rice. ‘This 
was followed, however, by a Aesppokating rabi harvest (1893-94) and one 
particularly disastrous to the most industrious class in the community, on 
account:of the failure of the poppy crop. Succeeding this, again, came a poor 
bhadoi harvest (1894); but: the principal crop of the year, the winter rice, 
was fully up to the average; and although the subsequent rabi harvest (1894-95) 
has again been a very disappointing one, the condition of the people may, on 
the whole, be described as fairly prosperous and as at least up to the normal, 
A pretty good indication of this is the fact that marriages have been celebrated 
on-.quite as-good-a scale as usual.” 

60; Shuhabad.—Mr. C. R. Marindin, after reviewing the state of the 
different crops and noticing the fact. that: trade, especially in food-grains, has 
been heavily against: the district, that mabajans have iia some backward: 
ness in lending money on mortgages-of raiyats’ holdings, and that the marriage 
season’has been slacker tham usual, goes on to: say.—“ It would appear from 
these indications that the purchasing power of the district was at a low ebb, 
and that the cultivators could not afford to spend so much money on comforts, 
and, that. while: a good deal of: money went out of the district to bring in food- 
ingeateald little came in, and that the raiyats, made very little money from 
the paying: crops, such as linseed, mustard and. sugarcane, on which their finan- 
condition so much depends. It would also appear from the action of the 
mahajans that the raiyat’s credit and the value of land were to some 
extent seeneiens?- There can. be little doubt, I think, that the year has been 
one of difficulty to the cultivating class, and that they have only been saved 
from a-crisis by the: excellence of the winter rice crop, It is probable, 
too; that, apart! from the bad: agricultural season; all descriptions of business 
were injuriously: affected’ by the very serious epidemic of fever and cholera 
which visited the district and caused widespread sickness and mortality among 
all’ classes; and that’much' of thegeneral depression: should be attributed to this 
causeas well as'to deficient crops. 

“Phe condition: of the petty: proprietors in the district seoms to be steadily 
deteriorating. Mr: Beacheroft; in whose: subdivision of Sasaram as well as 
Bhabhua there’ are’ large: numbers: of: petty’ zamindars, points out that the: 
steady ‘riso in prices, accompanied as it has been'for many years‘ by only » slight 
rise in rent, is gradually exterminating this'class. ‘Marriage expenses,’ he says,’ 
‘have-in no way decreased, and foreclosure on mortgages'for'money advanced: 
at/exorbitant rates of interest ‘are tending to bring about'the same resulty’ 

“These remarks rine true. pea) hagmcd ts to the gradual disap- 
pearance of the old class of petty zamindar and the transfor of their estates’ 
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mahajans or their absorption in the properties of the larger propri ors. 
be t they will die hard, however, and cling cata land as long as pha e, there 
is no doubt, and the records of the registration office show that they will 
age their A on lag up to the hilt rather than sell any portion of them. 
tion on the lines recently proposed by Mr. Mohen Mohan Roy, curtailing 
the amount of interest on loans that can be decreed by the Courts, seems to. offer 
them some chance of salvation, but I am afraid that unless their habit of indebted- 
ness, and especially the custom of panting money extravagantly upon marriage 
ceremonies, can be reformed, it will be a very slender chance, and that for many 

of them reforms will haye come too late.” 

Mr. Marindin adds that the wages of labour and the price of food-grains 
remaining much the same as last year, the condition of the labouring classes 
may be taken as normal. 

61. Saran.—The Collector, Mr. F. A. Slack, observes: “The material 
condition of the people as compared with that of last year remained unchanged, 

‘The heavy rice crop of the preceding year saved the people from experiene- 
ing hardship owing to the poor radi crop of 1893-94 and the partial loss of the 
maize crop during the year under report. Though the price of coarse rice was 
at one time very close to the famine-warning rate note by Sir W. Hanter in 
the Statistical Ghestiens of this district, yet so much has the condition of the 
people changed for the better since that work was written that no anxiety was 
experienced with regard to any tract. 

“The labouring classes had ample work «in agricultural operations, and the 
numerous indigo factories, the year being a good one, to a great extent 
supplied them with labour.” 

* * 


* * + * * 


“The Postal Department took from the treasury the following amounts in 
the last two years, and used the sums in discharging money orders received :— 


Rs. 
April 1893 to March 1894 dis os toe 13,38,450 
April 1894 to March 1895 oie ofa 16,42,900 


“The people on the whole seemed for Bihar fairly well off during the year 
under report, but very far removed from the extremely prosperous condition of 
the peasantry in Eastern Bengal.” 

As I have often before remarked, the distinguishing economic feature of 
the Saran district, of all other districts in Bihar, is the extent to which the 
balance of trade is annually against it. The large remittances through the 
post office noticed by Mr. Slack are not payments for exports, but they represent 
a, vast number of small remittances to their homes by persons in service in the 
army, as durwans in Calcutta, and in other more or less menial appointments in 
Lower Bengal and elsewhere. It is to the mone brought into the district in 
this way, as well as to the large payments b esunuaeeh to the opium culti. 
vators and the very considerable local outlay by the numerous indigo factories, 
that the lower classes in Saran owe their saféty from being in a chronic state 
of want. Mr. Slack also remarks on the large number of petty cultivators and 
able-bodied labourers who, as is the custom throughout North Bihar, migrate 
annually to the eastern districts after the rains in search of work. Roughl 
speaking, Mr. Slack thinks that these persons yearly bring back to their homes 
something like 30 lakhs of rupees, e amount thus brought into the district 
is, — very considerable, but I can scarcely believe that it can be so large 
as this. 

62. Champaran.—Mr. E. G. Colvin, the Acting Collector, writes: “The 
material condition of the people on the whole was satisfactory. ‘Ihe good 
outturn of the successive crops, bhadoi, aghani and rabi, secured the people 

enerally against decper indebtedness, and caused a noticeable improvement in 
eir condition at the close of the year, in spite of the suffering caused almost 
th out the district by the severe cholera epidemic,” 
, 3. Muzafferpur.—The Collector, Mr: are, observes as follows:—“ The 
material condition of the people in this district is principally dependent upon 
the result of tho harvests. hese, as noticed in the preceding section of 


_ ‘Weather and crops,’ have been, taking one crop with another, favourable. On the 


the district is in a much better condition than what it was at the end of 
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the year 1893-04, As the Subdivisional Officer of Sitamarhi reports, the larg ‘ 
crowds which flocked to Sitamarhi méla this year are a fair indication 4 
. condition of the people is good, and they appear for the most part to be- 
prosperous and contented. The fact that there was no illness or epidemi 
among such crowds of pepple also points to their general peeenr and healthy 
state. I agree with the remarks of the Subdivisional Officer. The people, so 
far as I have seen, seem well fed and in good condition. 

“Qollections of cesses have not, however, been very good, and I have 
heard some complaints of difficulty in collecting rents, though not universally. 
The fact is that the people are largely indebted, and a good season is very much 
discounted by the payments which have to be made to mahajans on account of 
former loans. Where the mahajans are first in the field, the rent collections are 
often not much more satisfactory in a good year than in a bad year.” 

64, Darbhanga,-Mr. Tute, the Officiating Collector, writes: “It follows 
that the condition of the people was on the whole better because they enjoyed 
better crops and were better fed than last year. 

“The year was equally favourable for the landless labouring classes. Th 
found sufficient work under the agriculturists, who being high-caste paiaks 
(Brahmins, Rajputs, Kaisths, &c.), as a rule, do not cultivate their own lands, 
and require their services for the purpose. Ample work was also available 
for them on the railways and in the indigo factories. 

‘“‘T agree with Mr. Williams that in spite of the pressure on the new land, 

and the fact that in Darbhanga the population has almost doubled itself in the 
last 20 years, there is no doubt that the a generally are much better off, 
and that, judging from their appearances, they as a rule seem in easier cireum- 
stances than they were 20 years ago. I have not seen anything like distress 
or poverty during my travels, and I consider the people in any ordinary year 
to be fairly well off, r id ¢ e nd nd 
and the half-starved peasantry that I knew in these parts some 20 or 22 years 
ago has its condition very sensibly improved. This year the people were 
exceptionally prosperous.” 
65. On the whole it may be said that in the northern districts the year 
has been, for the mass of the people, a more than usually prosperous one; 
in Patna and the greater part of Gaya, it has been at least up to the 
average; while in Shahabad, especially to the south and west, the people have 
not been so well off as usual. Saran seems, on the whole, both as regards 
harvests and health, to have come off best, and Shahabad worst. It will be 
remembered that this was also the case in the preceding year. 


VI—EMIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION. 


66. The following table shows the number of emigrants registered during 
the last two years in the several districts of this Division :— 
















For Colonies. 
Name or Disrricr, 


Patna as 
Gaya 
Shahabad 
Saran 3 
— Aran ani 
uzatiarpur 
Darbhanga 


Total 
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There was a considerable increase in emigration to the Colonies, Tt was 

ee ced in Shababad, and is attributed to a greater demand from Natal 

_ and British Guiana than in the previous year, The increase in Saran is 

anaes due toa greater influx of emigrants from the North-West Provinces 

and Nepal, of whom the number registered in this district was 239 against 92 
only in the previous year. 

67. As remarked in my last year’s report, the number of registered 
emigrants for the tea districts does not ve vane the number of actual emigrants, 
for many persons go there under the “free emigration” system, Between 700 
and 800 coolies are reported to have emigrated under this system from the 
district of Shahabad alone; but there is no means, as the Collector observes, of 
ascertaining the correct figures. There is also a system of free emigration 
from the Jagdispur estates, belonging to Messrs. Mylne and Company, to the 
grant in Burma belonging to these geutlemen, a notice of which will be found 
in paragraph 465 of this report. 

68. ‘The classes that principally emigrate to the Colonies are Babhans, 
Chamars, Dusadhs, Kahars, Kurmis, Koeris, Rajputs and Muhammadans. The 
Collector of Shahabad remarks :—‘ The increase in colonial emigration noticed 
above, and the free emigration which goes on among the cultivating classes, is 
evidence of the increasing difficulty which cultivators experience in getting 
enough land for their wants.” ; 

69. The Collector of Muzaffarpur, from which district there was no 
registered emigration during the last two years, writes:—“There is a consider- 
able movement of the people who go out to seck work in the districts to the 
east and in Calcutta and elsewhere. 4 ° They return again 
as soon as they have esrned a sufficient sum to carry on their own cultivation. 
It is difficult to estimate the extent of this movement, but no less than 
Rs. 10,25,839-12-2 are sent in money-orders to this district, and a large part 
of this is the proceeds of such labour.” 

70, The movement described by Mr. Hare is common to all of the districts 
of the Division, especially to those lying to the north of the Ganges, as has already 
been noticed in former reports. 

71, There is practically no immigration into the Division. Mr. Tute 
writes :—“ Of the immigrants into the district (Darbhanga), Marwaris and 
Bengalis form the most noticeable features. The former as a,rule take to trade 
and the latter to service. The people of the district are peculiarly conserva- 
tive and generally averse to trading speculations.” 

72. ‘T'wo cases of abuse in connection with free emigration came to light 
during the year, in which the offenders were brought to justice. In one case, 
which occurred in the Patna district, a woman was persuaded to enter into a 
depot at Mithapore, and was there kept for three days, besides being criminall 
assaulted. She managed to escape, and laid her complaint, with the result 
that the offender (the recruiter) was convicted and sentenved to three months’ . 
rigorous imprisonment under sections 343 and 354, Indian Penal Code, and 
Rs. 10 fine. In the other case, which occurred in Shahabad, a woman was 
brought down from Sasaram on pretence of employment by a free recruiter. 
When she reached Arrah she refused to go to the depét, and on the recruiter's 
endeavouring to take her there forcibly, she appealed for aid to a constable, with 
the result that the recruiter was messes and sentenced under section 341 to 
. gags imprisonment, which, however, was reduced on appeal to a fine 
0 . 5 ° 

73. The coolie depdts were duly inspected by the Magistrates and other 
inspecting officers, and defects found were promptly removed. There was ~ 
no outbreak of disease except in Shahabad, where in a sub-depdt close to Arrah 
four coolies were attacked with cholera, of whom two died. 








VIL—PRICES OF FOOD AND LABOUR. 


_ 74. I find from an exawination of the prices of the three principal food- 
‘rains at the principal marts during tho last fortnight of each of the two last 
_ years that common rice rules on tho avera 1} seers per rapee chea 
_ ‘mst year, while gram‘is about 2} seers dearer and wheat is about the same. 
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pNP Note Daye Been Pecan ee er mE = 
2102 += SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, OCTOBER 9, 1895. 
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All three articles are also cheaper now than they were two and three years ago. 






1 also find, as was noticed to be the case last year, that the prices of rice in most _ 


of the outlying marts, such as Bihar in Patna, Nawada and Aurangabad in ~ 
Gaya, and Madhubani in Darbhanga, rule somewhat lower than at the nearest — 


in contres on the railway, thus indicating the sufficiency of the local supplies 


in the interior. This is not, however, the case at Bhabhua or Sasaram in the 
Shahabad district, where the rates for both rice and makai are at present some-— 
what higher than at the district head-quarters. The explanation seems to 
be that the effects of the excessive rain in July and August were articu- 
larly felt in the southern and western portions of the Shahabad district, and 
affected the outturn of the bhadoi and of the late rabi crop there more than 
elsewhere. This remark would equally ap ly to the subdivision of Buxar, 
but the prices there are kept on a better level by the fact of its being both on 
the river Ganges as well as on the line of rail, 

75. The Collector of Saran has sent me a chart, which I reproduce below, 
showing the rise and fall in the prices of common rice and maize during the 
different months of the past and previous years. It may be taken as showing 
approximately the state of the market from month to month in the principal 
trade centres of Bihar. It will be seen from this chart that maize ruled higher 
almost throughout the year than it did in 1893-94, while in August, owing no 
doubt to the phenominal weather in July and August mentioned in paragraph 40 
of this report, rice ran up to the price noted in the Gazette as the famine warn- 
ing. Mr. Slackreports, however, that this rise caused no apprehension whatever 
among the people. The general improvement in their resources of late years 
enables them to bear a temporary tightening of the market without showing 
the marked anxiety of former days. The extension of the railway has also, 
no doubt, much to do with maintaining public confidence in this respect. 


Prices of labour. 


76, There has been but little variation in the rates paid for labour during 
the last three years. 

77, Skilled labour.—But there is, no doubt, a tendency for skilled labour, 
in towns, to command a somewhat higher price than formerly. I find that in 
my report for 1891-92, three years ago, I noticed this, and I observe from 
the figures now given by some of the Collectors that among masons, carpenters, 
and blacksmiths the daily wage still shows the same u ward tendency. ‘I'he rise, 
no doubt, is small and gradual, } anna to } anna (per diem) in three or four yearsy 
but it is observable all the same. This however is only what might be expect- 
ed from a combination of circumstances. ‘There is an ever-increasing demand , 
with our improved roads, for vehicles of a better sae than formerly ; . 
the use of machinery for soorkee mills, ice machines, and in indigo factories 
is everywhere coming into use, and hands are required to look after it ; while 
at every district head-quarters and at those subdivisions which have been 
opened out by the railway, the number of well-to-do residents is steadily 
increasing, and new houses of more or less architectural pretensions are quickly 
springing up. ‘There is also a general and marked advance in the standard 
‘of domestic comfort among natives of the better class, and cabinet-makers are 
in greater request than formerly. Add to all this the fall in the Sonerage 
power of the rupee, and the wonder is that the price of skilled labour has 
increased so slowly as it has done. 

78, Unskilled labour.—The wages of unskilled labour, on the other hand, 
maintain from year to year much the same level, their measure usually bei 
the minimum amount required to afford means of subsistence. As noti 
before, outside of the towns, labour is veually paid in grain. Even skilled 
labour, that of the village artizan, is paid wholly or partly in kind, while the 
field labourer gets the whole of his wage—usually 3 seers day for a man, 2} 
for a woman, and 1} for a non-adult—in one or other of the inferior kinds of 
grain, such as millets or coarse unhusked rice, As before remarked, this 
system is particularly suited to an agricultural country like Bihar, and has the 
advantage of not being affected by any rise or fall in the price of food-grains. 
Whatever the fluctuations in the price for these inthe market, the labourer’s 
wage remains the same. Bes 
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vane _ VIIL—MANUFAOCTURES AND MINES. 
79. Besides opium and other exciseable articles, indigo and saltpetre 
the principal manufactures of this division. ; ite - 
80. Jndigo.—Indigo is grown in the North Gangetic districts, viz. Saran, 
Champaran, Muzaffarpur, and Darbhanga. The following table compares the 
total outturn and its estimated value during the last two years :— 


1893-94. 1894-95. 


Name or District, 















1 
Rs. Rs. 
Saran aes o 6,941 19,01,450 14,105 25,26,250 
Champaran oss ive 8,841 25,26,401 26,180 65,45,000 
M ur son ia 8,921 25,97,005 25,065 62,66,250 
Darbhanga os a 7,613 | 19,45,146 19,880 |  49,57,500 
Total tee $2,216 89,70,002 85,180 | 2,02,95,000 








It will be seen that the outturn of indigo was specially good during the 
ear, There was a fall in average price from Rs, 280 to Rs. 238 per maund, 
ut the enormous increase in outturn much more than counterbalanced this. 

Indeed, it isa matter for congratulation that prices kept up as they did. I 
notice that in the last year (1892) when there was an unusually large outturn 
(maunds 83,600), prices fell to Rs, 181 per maund. 

81. The Jagdispur concern in Shahabad manufactured 244 maunds of 
indigo of the value of Rs, 55,275 during the year. 

82. Saltpetre.—Saltpetre is principally manufactured in the North Gangetic 
districts of Saran, Champaran, Muzaffarpur, and Darbhanga. The manufacture 
is under the control of the Northern India Salt Department. 

83. The quantity produced in each of the above districts is given 


below :— * 


SaLrPeTRE. | Sarr. 
Name or District. 
1898-94. | 1894-95. 1893-94. 1894-96. 


Peoas Bea 








1 





Mps. Mos. 
41,629 
72,299 


Muzaffarpur eS Sat WOE 
Darbhanga of 49,071 
: Total see 2,58,710 2,11,860 16,576 

84. No explanation of the decrease has been furnished by the Collectors 

of Champaran and Muzaffarpur. The Collector of Darbhanga states that the 


increase do his district under the head of saltpetre is explained by the Salt 
Superintendent to be due to the very favourable weather experienced before 

after the rains, and to the greater activity ape 20 by refiners in conse- 
quence of exceptionally high prices. A similar explanation is given for the 
_ increase in Saran. , 









85. The manufacture of saltpetre is only carried on to a small extent in — 

‘Gaya, where there are but three refineries, T duontity maeufaened te tbes a 

refineries was 4,173 maunds against 3,219 maunds in the preceding year, 
..» 86. In Shahaad there are some saltpetre refineries in the Bhabua divi- 
sion, the outturn of which during the year under report was 4,000 maunds against 

3,700 maunds in the previous year, the increase being due to fayourable wea’ 

_ 87. Other manufactures,—In last year’s report I gave an account of the 
following principal manufactures of this Division, viz., tobacco-curing, sugar- 
refining, Wessies and blankets, brassware, bell-metal and stoneware, paper, lac and 
oil. In the present report, in order to avoid repetition, I will take the Division 
district by district and for this purpose I cannot do better than to give the 
following extracts from the reports of the different Collectors :-— 

_ 88. Patna.—Mr. ng writes as follows :—“ The local industries carried 
on in the Patna City, which deserve mention, are carpet, brass utensils, lac 
ornaments, bangibe tiklis, wooden toys, wooden combs, tin foil, silver foil, 
silver and gold thread, rough pottery, ornaments, palanquins and ekkas. Native 
embroidery is also manufactured in the ay to the value of Rs, 28,000 a year. 

“Soap is manufactured in Bihar. During the year under report’ 1,150 
mauads of soap were manufactured to the value of Rs. 6,900. It is consumed 
locally and exported to Patna. 

“Pasar or silk cloth is manufactured to a limited extent within the juris- 
aictlap of the Futwa thana in the Barh subdivision. The business is rapidl 

eclining, although 12 ‘or M4 years back a large trade was carried on wit 
Calcutta and the North-Western Provinces, and the dealers did a very lucrative 
business. The decline of the industry is said to be due to the competition with 
imported machine-made articles. 

“Chamali oil of the best quality is manufactured at Barh, but it has no 
commercial value. Only an insignificant quantity is exported.” 

89. Gaya.—Of the different manufactures in Gaya, Mr. D. J. Macpherson 
gives the following interesting account :— 

9 ‘The chief industries of the district of Gaya, besides the manufacture 
of exciseable articles, are lac, sugar-refining, tobacco-curing, cotton cloth, tasar 
silk, blankets, carpets, brassware, saltpetre, stoneware and mica. 
-: “The lac industry was in a very prosperous condition during the year. 
There were 23 factories at work, which turned out 48,200 maunds of shell-lac 
valued at Rs. 29,40,200 as against 19 factories with an outturn of 15,500 maunds 
. valued at. Rs, 8,83,500 in the preceding year. The price rose to about Rs. 61 per 
maund: from Rs, 57 in 1893 and Rs. 45 in 1892. ‘The factories are all situated 
in and near Imanganj in the south of the district, bordering on the jungles of” 
Chota Nagpur. 
“ Supgar-refining is a gradually mie, industry, and is now carried on 
only on a small scale, not even sufficient for local consumption. The’ produc- 
tion’ of crude sugar is, however, an important industry, and large quantities 
of this artigle are exported to Bombay and up-country, but the traffic statistics 
show a large falling off during the year under report as compared with the 
two preceding years, which must be due to good produce elsewhere, as the crop 
in Gaya wagon the whole about as good as last year. 
“‘ Tobacco-curing forms an important industry in this district, although the 
leaf itself has all to be imported, chiefly from Tirhut, The principal centres 
of ‘thanufacture are Gaya, Gurna, and Paibigha, the brand manufactured in the 
lastenamed place being held in much esteem by native connoisseurs all. over 
India. I have seen in the town of Muzaffarpur in the heart of the district, from 
which the lesfmostly comes, a signboard over a shop, advertising ‘Real Gaya 
tobacco.’ The export of tobacco from the district y rail and canal was about 
the same as last.year ; and, although the importation of the raw material was 
much less, a large quantity has been brought in since the close of the year, 
“Phe weaving by hand of coarse. cotton cloths is still carried on to some 
éxtent, as‘the lower classes prefer it to imported machine-made stuff on account 
of its greater durability, particularly for winter clothing. The weavers have, 
however, largely taken to using machine-spun yarn; but the industry is in a 
nguishing condition on account of the cheapness of imported piece-goods. 

°°" “'Tasar silk is woven to some extent at Banipedganj near Gaya, at Kadit- 
ganj near Nawada, and at Daudnegar in Aurangabad, the cocoons being | got aoe 
ti si! ad 

















pilgrims e ‘dike 40 take some away with 
; ition, a8 itis unable Fy les 


ured in large quantities in this district, chiefly at 

adar. subdivision and at Amba and Chilki in 
is a thriving one, and there is a large export.to 
to Bengal, in addition to the local consumption. 
The manufacture is, howeyer, carried on by a poor class of people, the Gareries 
or herds, who get advances from middlemen. 

“| Carpets and rags of superior quality are made at Obra and Daudnagar in 
the ngabad subdivision, and command good prices, thongs the weavers are 
poor people, The industry did ‘not thrive so well as usua during the year 
under report. 3 

“ Bre and bell-metal continue to be extensively manufactured in the 
district, chiefly at Daudnagar and Nabinagar in Aurangabad, and Manpur near 
Gaya. About one-fourth is believed to be exported. Figures of Hindu deities 
in brass, manufactured in Gaya, are taken away in considerable quantities by 

ilgrims, 
ac Stoneware of superior durability is manufactured at the Pathalkatti hill, 
about 18 miles north-east of Gaya, by a colony of stone-cutters whose ancestors 
were brought into the district from aipur in Rajputana to build the Vishnupad 
Temple in Gaya, Though not an important industry, the articles manu- 
factured are taken by pilgrims to all parts of India, and seem much prized.” 

90. Shahabad.—Mr. Marindin also gives a full account of the industries 
in his district as follows :— 


“The chief manufactures of the district are sugar, paper, blanket, grind- 
stones, pottery, brass work and country cloth. 

“The manufacture of sugar is confined to the villages of Haribarganj, 
Nasriganj, Dumraon, Dubauli, Mahuar, Chandanpura, Nai Bazar, and Jagdispur, 
situated in Sasaram, Buxar, and the Arrah subdivisions. 

“The total outturn of sugar during the year was 31,850 maunds against 
50,310 maunds of ‘the preceding year. The decrease is due to a partial failure 
of the sugarcane. The sugar refineries in Nasriganj have yielded a large 
profit to the refineries. It is being exported in large quantities to distant peti 
of the country. ‘I'he value is estimated at Rs. 1,57,000 against Rs. 1,54,500 in 
the previous year, pee ; 

“Paper was at one time made in large quantities in Hariharganj. ‘This 
industry has now almost died away, asthe local product cannot compete with 
the paper of Serampore mill. The paper made here is called Basha aper, and 

- is exported to Benares and North-Western Provinces, and is used . largely by 
bankers on account of its durability. 

“Carpets are manufactured in the Bhabhua and Sasaram subdivisions, 
The industry is reported to be thriving. The carpets made at Sasaram are of 
superior quality and command a good sale. They are made both of cotton and 
wool, 

‘The manufacture of coarse country cloth is. on the decline, due to the 





competition of English piece-goods, Country cloth is, however, still preferred, 
by hhc who can afford to buy it, for its durability and warmth in the cold 
season. 


«. “Country blankets are woven by the shepherd caste, those made in 
Bhabhua being of superior texture. Wooden vessels and made in Sasaram 
and Arrah are taken to large fairs held in. the district, where they command 
Sood prices, , 

“Lacquered pottery made at Sasaram. is chiefly bought by -Europeans. — It 


consists of ordinary earthen pots and vases of various — ted over-with - 
oug: 


lac... his industry is confined toa fow individuals, and the trade is not 
ve, the small cost of production and the high prices often ‘successfully 

nded leave @.good margin of profit to the: producers, 

«| “Stone-mills are made in the asaram subdivision, the stone being taken 

from Argenta the Kymore hills, A large quantity issent annually to Patna. 
pete ing for roads is also brought in ‘quantities from ‘the quarries 

pf the Kymore srange., The Public’ Works. thas a/line of tracks 

> Banning from Dhandar quarry to,Dehri, a distance of 7 miles, 
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“ Brass, copper, and bell-metal are worked by Thatheris and Kaseras into 
various ornaments for the fcet and arms. Brassware is generally brought from 
Mirzapur and Benares. é 

« Mustard and linseed continue to be pressed in the old-fashioned Koolhoos, 
The model machine invented in the Alipore Jail is so far only used for jail 
labour, The manufacture of vegetable oils is everywhere suffering much from 
the competition of mineral oil.” ; 

9], Saran.—Besides giving an account of the indigo and saltpetre in- 
dustries and of the opium crop of the year, the particulars of which hay 
noticed elsewhere in this report, Mr, Slack gay Rate that the other prigitipal 
manufactures in his district are utensils of bell-metal and Siwan ery, 
unrefined sugar and castor-oil. No reliable statistics appear to be available, 
though as regards sugar the Collector states that the cultivation is steadily 
increasing, as the raiyats find that the plant is not injured by temporary floods, 
as is the case with maize which it replaces. The Siwan castor-oil mi 1, which 
was established in 1890 and is worked by steam-power under European 
supervision, is still at work, but the Company are reported to be unwilling to 
give uny information as to the extent of their transactions. 

92: Champaran.—The Officiating Collector reports that there are no 
handicrafts deserving special notice in his district, the only articles of manu- 
facture worth mentioning, besides exciseable articles, indigo and saltpetre, being 
sugar, the outturn of whichis roughly estimated at maunds 2,500, as in the 
preceding year. 

93. Muenffarpur.—Cloth-weaving is still carried on by the Jolahas in the 
Hajipur subdivision, The cloth ‘is coarse, but cheap and durable. Coarse 
blankets are also made, but inferior to those of Gaya and Shahabad. At 
Sursand, in the Sitamarhi subdivision, the manufacture of carpets is still carried 
op, but the industry is, it is believed, declining. 

94. Darbhanga.—After noticing the ae during the past year in regard 
to indigo and saltpetre, Mr. Tute writes :— 

“The other manufactures carried on in this district are as follows :— 

(1) Tobacco-curing. 
(2) Sugar-refining. 
(3) Kukti cloth. 


“Tobacco is manufactured after the European method at Poosa by Messrs. 
Begg, Dunlop and Company. The factory turned out 746 maunds of manu- 
factured tokacco against 630 maunds in the preceding year, and 1,628,347 cigars 
and cigarettes against 2,321,594 in the previous year. The decrease under the 
head of cigarettes and cigars is due to the manufacture of cigarettes having 
been discontinued during the year under review. It is reported that the 
industry is not a very paying one owing to shrinkage of the market. 

“Phe manufacture of sugar is confined chiefly to tho Madhubani_sub- 
division. A refinery on the European method, opened since November 1893, 
noticed inthe last year’s report, is now in full working order with all the modern 
appliances of machinery. In course of my inspection of the refinery, I noticed 
that the sugar turned out was equal to any one could get in Calcutta, and the 
establishment of this factory should prove a great convenience to people living 
in Bihar, and also give a great incentive to the local sugar cultivation. 

“The total quantity of sugar manufactured in the subdivision and its value 
ere estimated at 44,096 maunds and Rs. 4,40,960 against 1,95,000 maunds and 
Rs. 19,50,000 in the preceding year. The falling off in the outturn is explained 
to be due to the dull state of the market. The figures are, however, considered 
unreliable. Fear of income-tax assessments probably prevents the dealers 
from giving accurate figures. : 

“The manufacture of kukti cloth is carried on to some extent in the Madhu- 
bani subdivision, It is made from a cotton of that name of a naturally 
brown colour, indigenous to the subdivision, The cloth very much resembles 
tasar silk both in colour and texture, The use of it is confined chiefly to the 
higher classes of people, especially Brahmans, The industry is, however, fail- 
ing, owing to the competition of European piece-goods.” 

95. It will be observed from the above accounts of the manufactures in 
the different districts that native handicrafts have not found the same 
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IX—TRADE AND COMMERCE: q 
97. The- subjoined. statement has been. compiled. from the statistics fur- 


Rail-borne trade, : nished to the District 
- Betis. Officers by the Railway 
.. ch eae authorities, in accordance 
5, Other food-grains with the instructions eon- 
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Ee see order No. 2Cir., dated 
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13. Sugar, refined: 

iM, Pe unrefined: 
Tobacco, manufactured. 

16. Ditto, unmanufactured. 
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17. Cotton piece-goods, European ip vee trade, noted in the margin, 

18 Ditto, Thdian { in bales. of the several districts. of 
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19, Cotton twist, European, this Division earried by the 

20. Ditto, Indian, . 


21. Salt, Indian, 
22. Kerosine oil. 
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possible the particulars of this trade, I have had the following abstract-preparcd showing the | S 
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_ Movements of the principal articles -— 













Statement showing the movements by rail of the following articles in the districts of the Patna Division during the year ending 31st March 1895. 
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Tt will be seen that the balance of rail-borne trade in 

iid rai gas a the past year been very heavily against the Division 

sa whole. aking all food-grains together, the imports amounted to 8,541 
‘thousands of maunds against exports aggregating 3,789 thousands of maunds. 
showing a balance against the Division of 4,752 thousands of maunds. The 

‘only districts which show a balance in their favour are Gaya and Champaran 

_ to the extent of 75 thousands and 293 thousands of maunds respectively, 
The balance against the others is :— 














Patna eas +’ 608 thousands of maunds, 
Shahabad 4 tes NS 2 5 
Saran ae von Ly OB - by 
Muzaffarpur a vse 258 ih 9] 
Darbhanga his -. 840 


The above unfavourable balances will be further increased by taking into 
account the trade with Nepal, which shows imports of food-grains during the 
9 of over 1,613 thousands of maunds into the three northern districts, as will 


seen by reference to paragraph 113 below, 

100. Oilseeds, Sugar, Tobacco.—On the other hand, the balance of the 
rail-borne trade was in favour of the Division in oilseeds by 2,072 thousands 
of maunds, Darbhanga, Patna, Muzaffarpur being the chief exporters; in 
unrefined sugar by 485 thousands of maunds, chiefly from Shahabad, Gaya, 
Darbhanga, and Patna; and in unmanufactured tobacco to the extent of 561 
thousands of maunds, most of which came from the Darbhanga, Patna, and 
Muzaffarpur districts, 

101. Sait, Piece-goods, Kerosine oil.—The net importations by rail of salt 
into the Division were 1,537 thousands of maunds (approximately 4 seers per head 
of population); of cotton piece-goods 383 thousands of caiman of which 320 
were of European and 63 thousands of Indian manufacture; and of kerosine 
oil 232 thousands of maunds. It will be noticed that a larger quantity of salt 
went to Champaran than to any other district, besides practically the whole of 
the cotton piece-goods of Indian manufacture. This was for re-export to 
Nepal. 
: 102. But it is to be remembered that besides the above rail-borne traffic, 

i there is a heavy river-borne trade to and from the 
River-borne trade. different districts by the Ganges, Gogra, Gandak, 
and other smaller rivers, of which we have no statistics. On this subject 
the following remarks by the Collector of the Patna district may be 
quoted :— 


+. “A glance at the statements prepared by the East Indian Railway autho- 
rities, showing the rail-borne trade of this district, will at once discover certain 
marked characteristics. At the same time it must be remembered that the rail- 
borne trade represents but a very small part of the trade of the wiole district. 
In the case of certain articles only can the figures be looked on as representing 
the total imports or exports, and these are exceedingly few in number. The 
reason of this is to be found in the fact that the main stream of the Ganges 
traverses the northern boundary of the district with the large marts of Dinapore, 
Bankipore, and Patna sitcighel upon it, and the greater part of the merchandise 
of the district is borne upon its waters in a weekly service of steamers to and 
from Calcutta (there is a bi-weekly service during the busy season), and in a 
large number of country boats, 


“To indicate the very large amount of river-borne traffic, I may note that 
Messrs. Ralli Brothers’ Agent informs me that nearly the whole of the grain 
and oilseeds’ purchased by that firm in this city is sent to Calcutta by steamer, 

_ Thus I estimate that, while about two hundred and fifty thousands maunds of 

_ linseed are exported yearly from Patna City by rail, at least twice thut Spee ) 
t, exported by boat and ‘steamer. ‘The same remarks apply with equal truth 

to the export of all food-grains and oilseeds.” i 
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108. Piver-Borme trade between‘ Bihar and the Nadia rivers steno Be 


portion of this trade which finds ‘its way into the revurns of the 
system is shown in'the following abstract statement :— 


returns of the Nadia rivers. 


Exports rrom trax Patna Diviston. | Imports To THE Patna Diviston. 





' Dierricts. 





Patna nap aor 
Gaya ask Seo 
Shahabad ... one 
Saran ose aos 
Champeran ... ons 
Muzwsfferpar eee 
Darbhanga ... . ov 

Total = 





ee ae ; 

Some figures have also been sent to me by the Collectors of Patna and 
Saran, taken from the returns of the Caleutta‘and Eastern Canals, of the trade 
from this Division which finds its’ way’ into those canals. ‘The whole quantity 
shown is only 1,475 maunds, of which’ 1,100: maunds consisted of exports of 
unmanufactured tobacco. 

104. As directed in paragraph 3 of Government order, Miscellaneous 
No, $240, dated 12:h September 1894, I give the following statement of the 
imports into Calcutta of some of the principal trade staples from the different 
districts of the Patna Division. The figures have been compiled from the 
monthly statements published in thé Calcutta Gazetie:— 


Imports from the Patna Division into Calcutta from 1st April 1894 to 31st March 1895. 








FOOD-GRAINS. | OILSEEDS. | SUGAR. 


Rice any PADDY. 


———_ 


Rice. |. 


Waence iPoRrsn. a 
‘motat,” | Linseed, | #2stard | penned. | UP 4 | mann 
Total in * |factared. 
rice, 
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Mas, | Mds. | sds; | Mas. 


ago | 1,811 | 84,068 | 13,901 
ase 43,619 623 

Yeo}. 63218 | a 
14,996 28 5,771 167 
be oo 42 


Mas, Mads, 
6,995 2,018 


al ee 
3, AE et ' 
4 on 


os fae 
1,590 70M |. 


ne ee | | 


4s] 8] aaas | 7,928 
Motal for 180495... | 12,688 








Total for 1898-94 —.., | 1,658,881 1,865,139 © 70,108 sani | 0.08 $2,86,191 | 6,00,016} 8,718 | 1,46,197 | 12,600 


It will be soe that there has been'a very heavy falling off from 9} lakhs 
of maunds to 3% lakhs of maunds ‘in the aggregate haga! of food-grains 
received in Calcutta from thé Patna Division as ¢ with the results of 
the previous year. In the exports of oilseeds from here to Calcutta there has 
also been a decrease from about 39 lakhs of maunds ‘to about 24 lakhs; while 
the exports of sugar atid tobacco have — increased. But I am not aware 
from where the figures in the returns \publis in the Caleutia Gazette are 
obtained, and I find it! difficult to reconcile them with those given in para- 
graph 98 above. For instance, the down exports under the head of rice are 
shown in column 6 of the abstract in ph 98 to have ag; 445 

thousands of maunds, of wheat 43 thousands, of gram $12 thousands, and of 
other food-grains 559 thousands; while according to the present statement the 
imports from this Division into Calcutta were, of rice only 12} thousands of 


Statement showing the exports and imports from ‘and to the Patna Division as shown in the. traffic, 





| 12,654 |. 18,190} 2,62 _ 86,8 22,83,765 | 1,23,785 2,067 | 1,060,483 | 23,890 
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wheat 12:thousands, of gram 262} thousands, and of other food. 
grains 87 thousands. I do not know how to explain these large differences, 
except on the supposition ‘that the bulk of the down exports shown in the 
abs in paragraph 98 represent merely inter-district transactions between — 
the districts of Bihar, itself and between Bihar and other districts on the way 
- from here to Calcutta. 

105. Taking the districts individually, I note as follows :— 

Patna. —The City of Patna, the Collector observes, besides being the distri- 
buting mart of the Patna district, is an important emporium of trade forthe 
neighbouring districts of Bihar as wel) as for Ghazipur, Goruckpur, and Fyzabad 
in the North-West Provinces. The products of these districts, consisting 





’ chiefly of grains of all kinds, are brought to Patna by boat, while salt, piece- 


goods, kerosine oi! and miscellaneous manufactured goods are exported) in 
return. It is reported that 250 maunds of bar silver, valued at seven lakhs of 
rupees, were imported into Patna during the past year, a somewhat remarkable 
fact which points to the prosperity of the place. 

The city of Patna is no doubt, as t e Collector says, a very considerable 
centre of trade; yet it will be seen that the total trade of the district by railway 
is less than that of either Darbhanga, Muzaffarpur, or Saran. 

106. Gaya.—The total rail-borne trade of Gaya is less than that of any 
district in the Division, excepting Champaran, though its export trade is better 
than that of Shahabad or Saran. As in the previous year, the principal trade 
routes in this district are the Patna-Gaya Railway and the Patna (Eastern 
Sone) canal, which serve the centre and west. of the district, and also Palamau 
and part of Lohardaga and Hazaribagh. The trade of the east of the district 
goes vid Bihar through Bakhtiarpur'and vié Shaikhpura through isarai’ on 
the East Indian Railway, and a considerable portion of the trade of the south 
goes by the Grand Trunk Road. 

The Collector observes that the figures show a considerable increase in the 
importation of food-grains which is explained by the poor bhadoi harvest. At 
the same time there was alsoa large export of food-grains, especially of rice, 
which is always exported even though cheaper food-grains have to be imported, 
There is a large increase in the imports of sugar which the Collector thinks due 
to unrefined sugar or gur not having been included in the railway returns fur- 
nished to him last year. The ‘tobaceo imports fell off considerably, but the 
Collector says that a large quantity has come in: since the close of the year. 
The importation of piece-goods was about the same as in the previous yore 
Salt shows an increase which is attributed to the prosperous condition of the 
people. The exportations of oilseeds and unrefined sugar both show a falling 
off due principally to poor crops. 

107. Shakabad,—The East Indian Railway, which traverses the district, 
continues to afford facilities for both imports and exports, and the Grand Trunk 
Road, canals and other feeder roads afford easy communication with: the 
railway. As reported last year, there is a great inter-district trade in grain, 
feed cotton and ghee carried by pack-bullocks from the large mart of Garhwa 
in Palamau to Sasaram, whence it finds its way by canal steamer or cart 
to the nearest railway station. : 

The following figures furnished by the Collector compare the general state 
of trade of some of the principal articles during the past two years:— ) 

Ivrorr. 


RT. 

Articles. 1893-94. 1894-95. 
3 eee wee rn ate eee yr 
Bice gfe si) oats °° asean 
Tobacco piety gear 60,585” ow. 35,466 
Other grains sve 70,892 © w» 191,196 

¢ ; Export. 
7 t oo ey 094 ove ll 658 
Tanwed 8 i 2.30059 2 1,98,272 
Sugar eee od -2,72,208 eee 3,028 


vee, 28,052 2,817 


| vt A Mustard Ep geen! Vet 
Among imports, rice and other grains show an increase of about 1} lakhs maunds 
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+ vet 
hae 









»._ slight decrease in salt is mainly due to the rise in price wh 
'* the poorer classes and the bulk of cultivators from the free use of that ¢ 
‘dity for their cattle. The decrease in tobacco is not explained, but may pe 
be due to a better Jocal outturn, while that under the head of piec 0-00 
attributed to the general depression resulting from sickness and poor crops: 
‘omparatively fewer marriages. 







’ The decrease in the exports of wheat, linseed, sugar, and mustard is due to 


unfavourable harvests. 


_ Mr. Marindin reports that rice is largely imported into this district from i 
_ Birbhum, Darbhanga, and Purnea, wheat and grain from Delhi, Ludhiana, and 


“other parts of the Punjab, ghee and linseed are exported to Calcutta, 
tobacco is imported from Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga, while sugar is exported 
“to Agra and Cawnpore. : 
A considerable trade in bamboos and wood is carried on at Sasaram with 
Patna, Benares, and Allahabad. The value of this trade during the year is 
reported at Rs. 1,39,204 against Rs. 1,02,495 of the previous year, 
‘The subjoined figures show the total canal-borne traffic of the Arrah-Dehri 
and Buxar-Sasaram Canals during the past two years:— 


Quantity. Value. 

, Maunds. Rs. 
1893-94 eee oo 89,487 +» 85,79,986 
1894.95 4 s. 86,120 . 81,45,822 


On the whole the year was not a prosperous one, from a trade point of 

. view, to this district. It has been noticed in paragraph 98 above how seriously 

the balance of trade in food-grains was against it. On the other hand, it was the 

largest exporter of sugar of all the districts, and its exports of linseed, though 
less than in the previous year, were still very considerable. 

108. Saran.—This district is, and has for many years past been, the one 
of all in Bihar against which we find the balance of trade heaviest. Of the 
47} lakhs of maunds deficit in the rail-borne traffic in food-grains of the Divi- 
sion, Saran was alone responsible for 27% lakhs. It imported by rail 112 lakhs 
of maunds of rice over 4 lakhs of wheat and grain, and nearly 114 lakhs of 
other food-grains in excess of its exports. In other articles of country produce 
it also compares very badly with the other districts. It will be observed that 


under the heads of oilseeds, sugar, and tobacco, in each .of which the balance - 


jwas in favour of the Division as a whole, it was against Saran. 
' Looking at the trade figures, the population ought to perish offhand. 
Why they do not, has been explained in paragraph 61 of this report. 
~ _,. As already mentioned, ‘besides the rail-borne traffic there is also a large 
river-borne trade at Chapra, Revelganj, and other smaller posts on the Ganges 
and Gogra, of which we have no statistics. The Collector roughly estimates 
this traflie at about one-half of that carried by the railway, and he also appears 
to think that it is, as regards food-grains and other country produce, chiefly 
export traffic. 
m9. Champaran.—The total trade by railway of this district is lowest 
of any in the Division, At the same time it is the only district which 
* This, however, is more than Shows a considerable balance to the good in the 
counterbalanceil by pays sree! - pr * tpodaaine? It is also, 
importations | from Nepal (sce ag glire y remarked, the largest importer of salt 
ae She “ting and of Indian cotton goedac. While The other six 
balance tgainst the district of districts imported between them 14,000 maunds of 
about 2,18,000 maunds, ___ Indian piece-goods and. exported 21,060 maunds, 
Champaran alone imported some 70,000 maunds and exported rail) only 
between 500 and 600 maunds. The Collector observes that among imports there 
is a noticeable increase in tobacco, which is ascribed to the fact of the local 
maha jans profiting by the low price in other districts to lay in larger supplies, 
110. Muzafarpur.—There was a considerable rail-borne trade, bot export 
and import, of food-grains, resulting, as already noticed, in a net balance against 
c 4D aking into account, the see omer of Pee prose al There was also a 
imports from Nepal, this wi export of oi e balance i 
raised to 10,67,000 maunds. the district being 4,06,000 smnatie Rte ot 
"“unmanufactured tobacco, with a balance to the good of 1,65,000 e 
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on the Bengal and A 

th, , Uhiva, to Mtighyvane Or on ce Muzatty-* 
eee a ieve, in Monghyr and the last three in eB a 
ce cneaer seeeaeeer toed. ur, This suistake has been brought to my notice *— i 
_ too late for me to be able to have the figures of the Darbhanga returns ag vias 
Slee UP 8 Balak =i igen statement prescribed by Government orders No.2. . 
ire’ dated 16th April he beens the wae ie Nepal magivienod at the me 
ifferent registering stations in the three northern districts uring the year ge 


Statement showing the trade of Bengal with Nepal registered at edch registering station in a 
the districts of Champaran, Muzaffarpur, and Darbhanga, in respect Of 22 articles during * eee 
the year 1894-95. ’ , 
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et ee 28,403 | 192 | 248,800 | a... 45,788 | esses 4,18,048 192 
% Paddy 8,02,793 190 70,136 i y93,i3 | 5,96,142 190 
3. Wheat ak inthe 4,088 ls 21,075 Seastent >. Te WRG] Anne ce 26, 4 
4 and pulse 22/241 316 80,114 po) N= Wh he eon. 1,19,663 316 
& 9 — food-grains 84,004 62 | 2,73,105 iow 96,007 4,53,116 Ty 
1a oe i, i eS. “So, ‘io. a “a 
% Gunny-bage .. |. 920 OG Vir RS | pal see 
ds, Mas. Mas. Mads. Mas. ds. 
8. Linseed Bos 69,857 6) | 1,1,607 > 2,07,788 63 
Bf a seed v7 10,350 472 16, 21 12,367 18 39,524 Sit 
11. Cotton, raw (.) eae 20108 "ges nm iso WES NTT “Siz 
is bra oa oe ee ie ae a “Kins (meres tes ioe} eg foe a aoa 
1%, Do,’ ES 09 16,607 (oye 6,484 sci 5,226 28,317 
a. 2 Dobe coer 6 | 16,897 1,028 8,071 5,867 1B 6804 | 24,410 
17, Cotton goods, European’ wr 12,10,278 a 1 saaes - 1,558,408 is | 4 va 
18 Ditto, Nanton: 188 | 1.76.70 tele "20,353 pa : 1 Loree 
Mas, Mads, Mas, Mas. Mas, Mas. Mas. Nas. 
19. Cotton twist, Buropean.., |... OB vedace 863 aie ee 5,638 7 
20.» Ditto, ‘Indian ",,) 7." 146 ate 153 tei, M8 Pow cs 370 ; ‘a 
gs | SPA aaa 273 TT Pepe 83,378.|  °.... 21,808 273 | 1,81,314 ] 
2. Kerosine (mineral) oii = 1 26,403 | 8,006 ‘sea 1,825 1+] /s128% 





| 118. The principal articles of lost from Nepal are rice, paddy, gram, 
pulses, and oilsoeds, while the chief articles of export to that country are cotton 
piece-goods, salt and sugar, besides considerable quantities of tobacco and kero- — 
sine oil. The fluctuations in the chief articles of trade will be seen from the 
following abstract :— 
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re ach, which’ ‘ gi ai ye%: if 1 tly ns vitl ‘the 
_ slight decrease in salt is mainly due to the rise in Pres. hich iss 
"the poorer classes and the bulk of cultivators from the free use of th 
 dity for their cattle. The decrease in tobacco is not explained, but may f 
‘pe due to a better local outturn, while that under the head of piece-gooc 
attributed to the general depression resulting from sickness and poor crops ané 


‘eomparatively fewer marriages. 


» The decrease in the exports of wheat, linseed, sugar, and mustard is due to 
unfavourable harvests. . 


-. Mr. Marindin reports that rice is largely imported into this district from 
Birbhum, Varbhanga, and Purnea, wheat and grain from Delhi, Ludhiana, and 


a 


other parts of the Punjab, ghee and linseed are .exported to Calcutta, 
tobacco is imported from Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga, while sugar is exported 
“to Agra and Cawnpore. 

A considerable trade in bamboos and wood is carried on at Sasaram with 
Patna, Benares, and Allahabad. The value of this trade during the yearis 
reported at Rs. 1,39,204 against Rs. 1,02,495 of the previous year, 

The subjoined figures show the total canal-borne traffic of the Arrah-Dehri 
and Buxar-Susaram Canals during the past two years:— 


Quantity. Value. 
Maunds. Rs. 
1893-94 see «89,487 .. 85,79,986 
1804-95 sees +. 86,120 w+ 81,45,822 


On the whole the year was not a prosperous one, from a trade point of 

. view, to this district. It has been noticed in paragraph 98 above how seriously 

the balance of trade in food-grains was against it. On the other hand, it was the 

largest exporter of sugar of all the districts, and its exports of linseed, though 
less than in the previous year, were still very considerable. 

108. Saran.—This district is, and has for many years past been, the one 
of all in Bihar against which we find the balance of trade heaviest. Of the 
474 lakhs of maunds deficit in the rail-borne traffic in food-grains of the Divi- 
sion, Saran was alone responsible for 27} lakhs. It imported by rail is 
of meunds of rice over 4 lakhs of wheat and grain, and nearly 114 lakhs of 
other food-grains in excess of its exports. In other articles of country produce 
it also compares very badly with the other districts. It wili be observed that 


under the heads of oilseeds, sugar, and tobacco, in each .of which the balance ~ 


was in favour of the Division as a whole, it was against Saran. 

' Looking at the trade figures, the population ought to perish offhand. 
Why they do not, has been explained in paragraph 61 of this report. 

_ As already mentioned, besides the rail-borne traffic there is also a large 
river-borne trade at Chapra, Revelganj, and other smaller posts on the Ganges 
and Gogra, of which we have no statistics. The Collector roughly estimates 
this traffic at about one-half of that carried by the railway, and he also appears 
to think that it is, as regards food-grains and other country produce, chiefly 
export traffic. 

169. Champaran.—The total trade by railway of this district is lowest 
of any in the Division, At the same time it is the only district which 

* This, however, is more than Shows @ considerable balance to the good in the 


counterbalanced by the heavy matter of transactions in food-grains.* It is also, 
importations from Nepal (see 


see as already remarked, the largest importer of salt 
persgraph 243 elon). THRE ‘God ‘of Indian cotton goods. “While the other 0x 
balance sgainst the district of districts imported between them 14,000 maunds of 
about 2,18,000 maunds, . _Indiap piece-goods and exported 21,060 maunds, 
Champaran alone imported some 70,000 maunds and exported (by rail) only 
between 500 and 600 maunds. ‘The Collector observes that among imports there 
is a noticeable increase in tobacco, which is ascribed to the fact of the local 
maha jans profiting by the low price in other districts to lay in larger su plies, 
110, Muzafarpur.—There was a considerable rail-borne trade, both export 


and import, of food-grains, resulting, as already noticed, in a net balance against — 


+ By taking into account the the district of 2,59,000 maunds,t There was also a 


imports from Nepal, this will be large export of oilseeds, the balance in favour of — 
g 4,06,000 maunds, as well as of 


raised to 10,67,000 maunds. the district bein 
_  unmanufactured tobacco, with a balance to the good of 1,65,000 maunds. 
; ‘ : ix £ 


ie 


cide Wise Bae 










ee | 


4 


‘e 









fotirhs show § considerably heavier total. 
edie hee Se any other, and an inport 
tra ey cecded by Saran. One reason of this 
appears to be a mistake of the Railway authorities. ~ 
in including the cight marginally-noted stations 
' on the Bengal and North-Western’ Railway in the we 
) @.Dhulk f Jarbhanga district, whereas the first five li tog a 

& 5 = ie a ag es hyr and the last three in M - vm 



















a 
ni 


has been brought to my notice * 
too late for me to be able to have the figures of the Darbhanga returns corrected:? Pe 
Pate Gel, «Tig oe statement prescribed by Government orders No.2. . 
re , dated 16th April 1895, shows the trade with Nepal registered at the Se bse 
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113. The principal articles of import from Nepal are rico, paddy, gram, 
pulses, and oilseeds, while the chief articles of export to that country are cotton pat 
Piece-goods, salt and sugar, besides considerable quantities of tobacco and kero- / 
sine oil. The fluctuations in the chief articles of trade will be seen from the 
following abstract: — 








Exrorts To Nerat, Ss : 
Cotton piece-goods. Salt, Sugar. | Cotton twist. | Tobacco, | Rerotine off, 
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PY SORE Se eabmie: BF DeAOTE observed, only makes the balance of trade 
Sm ion. to this office of incorrect re- inst the northern districts of this Division more — 
Nee eet correth The serious than it otherwise would have been. We | 
Ju ait : can only hope that the unregistered export rivet- 
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ys } X.-ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES. iA et 
. » 114. The following police outposts in the several districts of this Divges 
"were abolished during the year according to the recommendations of the Police 
bee. Redistribution Committee :— tee 
Ro® District. Outposts abolished. 

(1. Neazipur. 
‘ok 


Ohausa. 
Shahabad ... 














a, 
2; 
8. Khira. 

4. Dhansoi. 

5. Koilwar. 

6. ‘Telanthie. 

7. Noan. 

8. Bhagwanpur. 

9. Durguati. 

Jagapati. “ 
Siswa. 

Jalgawan. 


pk 
Champaran ... 2. 
3. 
1. Geddha. 
2. 
as 


al 
lank NS 


Muzaffarpur ie Janauth. 
Darbhanga ... ne Rohar. ‘ 
The following outposts were converted into mere reporting centres in Gaya 
and Darbhanga :— 

. Bodh-Gaya. 

. Gurna. 

. Gobindpur. 

. Hulasganj. 


‘ ~~ Nt on the Nepal Frontier. 
. Rohbar. 


115. Thana Manair, in the Patna district, which was formerly within 
the jurisdiction of the Dinapore subdivision, was erred to the Sadar sub- 
division during the year. One independent outpost was established at Rajpur 
in the Buxar subdivision of the Shahabad district. The independent outpost 
at Madhuban in Champaran was converted into a police-station. An outpost 
ea ves established at Tajpur in Darbhanga. The site of the thana at Nagarbasti 
«inthe same district was removed to Warrisnagar. 
116. The Gaya, Darbhanga, and Madhubani Municipal Benches were 
syns pores with the Regular Bench under Government orders No. 1821J.D., 
dated the 9th October 1894, and No. 3992J., dated 18th September 1894. 
117. A joint sub-registry office was opened at Koilwar in Shahabad from 
the 1st July 1894 for one year as an experimental measure. 
118. As to the effect of the changes noticed in paragraph 114 above, Mr. 
Marindin writes:—'The immediate result of these changes, which involved 
alteration in thana jurisdiction and a good deal of shifting of officers, was t0, 
, _ give some impetus to crime, and partially accounts for the increase of bur 
in parts of the district.” Mr. Tute writes :—“ The abolition of the frontier 
~*  patposts does not seem to have been a wise policy; cases of dacoity of more | 
je oeng cess Haring character not unfrequently oceur in those parts.” ae 
eT will ask tho above two Magistrates to submit a further special reps 
2 on the subject after another year’s experience of the effect of the 1a 
ize é question, — me . nee , 
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e principal subjects: 

during the year:— ; 
(3) Crop forecasts. ea, A 

| o Bi and deaths. Ps <e 


ES . 3 
in connection with whieh 





(1) Trade and commerce 
(2) Price-lists. 


ieed 


ier, 4 
a There are registering stations on the trade routes leading to Nepal ae 


the three frontier districts, Champaran, Muzaffarptr, 7 
Shr and Darbhanga, for registration of the Lee 
between Nepal and these districts. The muharrirsin charge of these stations® ~ 


Trade and commerce. 


ey figures which are regularly submitted to Government by District Officers. » 


been found, however, on enquiry that a considerable portion of the it, 


® frontier trade in the Darbhanga district has been passing by routes not com- 


manded by the existing traffic registering stations, and the sanction of Govern- “" 
‘ment has therefore lately been obtained to the readjustment of their positions. — 

Price lists are prepared by Deputy Collectors, assisted by gib-De ty 

Collectors and kanungos, and are "ablished 1 res 

gularly in the Calcutta Gazette. No objection has 


Price-lists. 


been made to any of them. 
Forecasts of crops are prepared under detailed instructions from the) 
Director of Agriculture, and submitted t> him by 
District Officers. They are based on information — 
supplied by patwaries and jeth raiyats. 1 
‘The registration of births and deaths is conducted by the police both im 
municipal and rural areas. In the municipal areas” 
information is supplied by house-holders and resi- hi 
dents. In rural areas the village chaukidars report to the officers in charge of 
olice-stations the births and deaths which occur in their respective juris- 
ictions. The subject received proper attention during the year, an the 
mortality figures may, I think, be taken to be approximately correct. . 
Mr. Slack writes— The District and Assistant District Superintendents of 
Police during their periodical visits, and the Inspectors of Police when on duty 
in the interior, and station police officers both at the weekly chaukidari parades 
and in the mufaseal, carofulls examined and tested the reports made from time” 
to time. As the result mr the tests made, 29. chaukidars were found to be 


negligent of their duties in this respect. Of these, 17 were prosecuted under, . 
‘ 


- 


Crop forecasts. 


Registration of births and deaths. 







section 176, Indian Penal Code, and 12 warned. Of the 17 prosecuted, . 
were convicted, and the trial of one was pending at the close of the. 
The total amount of fines inflicted on the 16 chaukidars amounted to Rs, 
or an average of Rs, 8-12-6 per head.” 

Chaukidars found guilty of negligence in this respect are also similarly 
called to account in the other districts. , 


E<va 


XII.—CIVIL JUSTICE. 


120. There was no change in the number or description of the Civil 
Courts during the year. 

121. e total number of original civil suits disposed of by District. 
Judges and Subordinate Judges, including the Small Cause Court, presided * 
over by the Subdivisional Officer of Dinapore, was 2,929 against 3,133 in 1893,” 
there being a decrease of 204 cases in the year under report. ‘The suits are 


classed below— » 
184. 1893. 
Money suits... Pr vt 1,503 1,936 
y Rent suits ee wn ie 284 298 
a Title suits ee aoe tee 1,142 8y9 
ih Total ... 2,929 8,183 
* the total number, 1,305 cases; were contested and 1,624 were otherwiso | 


of, Asin the previous year, there is a remarkable increase in title euita, , 
M sus | : € | 


ay Lip 








Rent suits disposed of. 






Money suits disposed of, 





_ Saran 
; Champaran 
' ‘Muzaffarpur 


sgDurdhanga 


Total 


I note that in most cases no explanations haye been given by the Col- 
lectors of the variations, such as they are, in the different districts, the reason 
be so gl being that they have not been favoured with any remarks on the 
“subject by the District Judges. On this subject the Collector of Gaya makes 
_ the following suggestion:—“1 think that Government might issue instructions 
‘that Judges should furnish Collectors with statistics showing the number and 
; SeBreeate value of money suits, rent suits and title suits filed, and the extent to 
which rent is deposited in Court, and with an explanatory note mentioning 
. briefly ‘the reasons for fluctuations and any points of interest affecting the 
administration of the district that may have come to the notice of the Civil 
~ Courts, such as disputes between particular zamindars and their tenant, extent 
* to which rent receipts are given that fulfil the requirements of the law, and the 
displacement of the landed classes by money-lenders.” I agree in these 
remarks, Statistics and notes that throw light upon the various matters 
referred to by Mr. Macpherson would always be of interest and useful to the 
District Officers, 

123. The number of witnesses examined in the above cases was 9,225, of 
whom 1,685, or 18°2 per cent., were detained more than two days, against 21°7_ 
per cent. in the previous year. ‘The number of cases pending ‘at the close of | 
the year was 996, or 34°004 per cent., of the cases disposed of, against 1,219, 

* or 389 per cent., in 1893. 

124. The number of suits of each class disposed of by Munsifs during 

the last two years was as follows:— 


Money. Rent. _— Title. Total. Py 














1894 .. 9,277 21,079 ~—-6,127 86,488 
1893 ++. 10,274 17,907 6.613 33,794 
Difference ... — 997 +3,172- 4614 + 2,689 

_ I regret that I can find no explanation of the large increase in rent suits in | 







__ the papers before me, and I have not time now to invite ex tions 
© District Judges. If the suggestion made in paragraph 122 above is a 
; the omission will not occur again in next year’s report, sane 
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Numper or CASES DISPOSED OF. 








F Pra cases 
; Ordin : : isposed of. 
tnt rent suit. | Litle suite, 
1 | 2 3 | 4 | 5 
Patna, Ist Court .., 4 1,162 
and 1.091 
Wy TOT oe : 961 
» 4th ,, 704 
iz 792 
Gaya, Ist Court 601 
a. SE ‘ 611 
» 8rd ” 507 
Aurangabad sa 817 
Shahabad, Ist Court 
sr) VOUS eg 1,696 
” 3rd, 1,454 
Buxar, Ist Court ; 1,266 


et Mot = 1,207 
Deputy Collector, a with! wu. pespept Mie || xicdeta i 


powers of a Munsif. 
Saran, Ist Court 
























" ae one 1,465 
” » we yi beaded joc rich deen 2,508 wenres 2,508 
hie er ‘ 431 oe ee 1,850 
j 421 48 1,082 
Motihari, Ist Court - 1,185 741 242 1,999 
”» .. ore 202 1,819 204 2,133 
Tirhut, Ist Oourt .. kg 779 1,594 21 1,025. 4 
iy. nds yy ti 317 digs «¢ 393 1,496 
Hajipur Ret dee 279 1,226 211 
Sitamarhi 642 1,045 349 
Dar’ . 478 440 179 
Madhubani vs 501 830 191 
Samastipur “7 674 962 211 
Additional Munsif, Tirhut 65 506 180 
Total figures for 1894 - 9,277 21,079 6,127 44,748 
on » 1893 ee | 10,274 17,907 5,613 41,027 









Total courts, except that of Deputy Collector=30 ; average per court 1,491 unit cases. 


NV. B.—Unit cases are got by calculating one title suit equal to three money or rent suits and to nine 
Small Cause Court suits. “ oe , 


126. On the subject of the increase in rent suits the Collector of: 
Muzaffarpur quotes the following remarks of the Judge of Tirhut :— " 


“Some Munsifs for want of a better reason attribute the increase to the 
survey and settlement operations now in progress throughout the district of 
Muzaftar ur; but as suits were instituted in larger numbers in places where 
these had not begun, I am not disposed to think this opinion correct. Very few 
ap have been preferred against docisions of the settlement authorities, 
a fact which appears to me to show that as a rule they recorded the actual state 
of affairs and in no way caused any increase in the institution of cases.” 

To this Mr. Hare adds:—‘ No doubt many disputes have been brought to 
_ head by the survey and record of mghts, but it will be invaluable in the 

future in settling disputes and by standing in the way of the claims which 
‘uncertai mawreye gives rise to.” a ) 

Th quae of witnesses examined by all Munsifs’ cots, Sat 
‘whom 6,945, | ee cent. were detained over two days. par : 
n 1893 was 207, There was thus un improvenient in the year 
__ Etna ite att ene SOLE ‘ 
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Division on the 31st December 1894 was 7,510, or 20°5 per cent., of the cases 


128. The numbér of cases pending before Munsifs of ali courts in the 


‘= 


_ 
4 
“| 
y 


dipsosed of, against 8,380, or 24°8 per cent. on the corresponding date of the 


previous year. : 
129. The details of appeal cases for each district are given below:— 



















Decisions of oe cent. 


Title, [Total of alll | Lower | confirmed to the 


Disrricr. Money. 
classes. cee. . bia tsg dis i 
of. 


Patna 
YR ee 
Shahabad... 
Tirhut, Muzaffarp 
and Darbhanga. 
Total 


Total for 1893 .., 








2,755 56°7 
4,044 


2,180 








It is satisfactory to note that although there was a considerable increase in 
the number of appeals, there was also a substantial improvement in results, the 
percentage of orders confirmed having risen from 53-9 to 56°7. 

130. In original civil work disposed of by District Judges, Sub-Judges dnd 
Small Cause Court Judges, Patna, as in the previous year, stands first with 810 
cases, Tirhut (Muzaffarpur-cum-Darbhanga) comes next with 589 cases; the 
dual districts of Saran and Champaran stand third with 573 cases; Gaya stands 
fourth with 545 cases; while Shahabad stands last with only 412 cases. As 
regards civil cases disposed of by Munsifs, Tirhut, as in the last year, shows 
the largest outturn (12,073 cases). Next in order comes Saran (with Cham- 
paran) with 10,196 cases; Shahabad comes next with 7,515 cases ; then Patna 
with 4,997 cases; while the last place is occupied by Gaya with only 1,702 cases. 

In appeal cases ‘lirhut stands first with 2,552 cases and Shahabad stands 
second with 847 cases. Next comes Saran (with Champarun) with 48 cases; 
then comes Patna with 558 cases ; while Gaya stands last with only 303 cases. 

131. ‘The Collector of Shahabad makes the following remarks under this 
head :— 


“The deposit of rent in Court is comparatively little resorted to in this 
district, where raiyats who quarrel with their landlords prefer to keep their 
money in hand and to plead payment. The District Judge says that since the 
introduction of Act VIII of 1884, section 150, there has been an enormous 
increase in the false plea of payment.” 

The Acting Collector of Champaran, Mr. Fisher, makes the following 
remarks :— 

“The number of cases of surrender increased greatly during the year. 
The matter was enquired into by my predecessor, who came to the conclusion 
this was due to the damage done to the crops by wild pigs which infest the 
adjoining swamps on the margin of the Dhanouti river. ‘The Munsif, however, 
attributes the rise to bad feeling between Messrs. Cockell and Broncke and 
their tenants in the Bettiah subdivision. I think strained feelings between 
ng and tenants may afford a more probable explanation than an increase 
0 pigs.” . 

I agree with Mr. Fisher in rejecting the pig theory, 

_._ 182, The Collector of Darbhanga recommends the location of a Sub- 
Judge's Court there. I am inclined to agree with Mr. Tute. The establish- 


‘ment of a Sub-Judge’s Court at Darbhanga would certainly be a great conve- 


nience to the public. 
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188, The total number of offences reported in the Division was— 
iret EB GLP Poy dak 
an ~' 1893. 1894, Decrease. 
Oognizable offences sas 34,450 38,685 —765 
Non-cognizable offences 5 16,921 16,827 —94 
Total age 51,871 50,512 —859 


Excluding offences against sanitary laws, the figures stand thus :— 











1893. 1894. Variation. 

Cognizable Sas doe 21,756 23,214 + 1,458 
Non-cognizable_ ... és 16,921 16,827 —94 
Total are 38,677 40,041 + 1,364 





The increase in the non-sanitary offences occurs in all the districts, except 
Patna, and is no doubt partly due to cases being better reported than formerly. 
But there can also be no doubt that the drought caused by the unusual holding 
off of the rains and the consequent prolonged lack of field-work in the middle of 
the year had much to do with leading the lower classes into crime. 

134. The fluctuations of cognizable crime are shown in the following 
table :— 

















1893. 1894. Increase 
or ° 
Seer ae Cases True Cases True Hones 
reported cases. | reported. | cases. {true casey. 
1 | 2 | 8 | 4 6 | 6 
Class I (Offences against the State, &c.) 656 656 636 441 —116 
» IL (Serious offences against the per- 
8On) ase “ef ‘ns 896 779 955 842 +63 
» III (Serious offences against person and 
property) 3 Lat. tango 9,412 9,161 10,710 10,427 | +1,266 
» IV (Minor v lieanes against the : ‘ 
erson) 230 179 237 191 +12 


” V (Minor offences against tive pro- 
7,895 6,886 8,286 7,082 +196 


16,362 15,827 12,962 12,941 | —2,886 


ry) x4 FY ot * 
Pps. i (Other offences not specified 


above) 


Total wwe 34,460 32,888 83,086 31,924 964 





The decrease under class I occurred in all the districts except Muzaffarpur. 
There was a marked decrease of rioting cases in Gaya and Shahabad, due no 
doubt in part to the cessation of the anti-kine-killing agitation in those districts, 
and especially to preventive action being freely taken under sections 106 and 

07, Criminal Procedure Code. 

The decrease under class II occurred principally in Gaya and Shahabad 
‘under the heads of Grievous hurt and Murder. 

135. There is a marked increase under class III. It occurred in the 
a e districts of Shahabad, Saran, Muzaffarpur, and 
slomeal Darbhanga, and was principally under the head of 
_, Burglary. 

Mr. Marindin offers the following remarks in connection with the increase 

1 er offence in his district :—‘ The policy of pach ‘ath into burglary cases 
during the past few years has, I believe, had a bad effect, as it affords some 

_ encouragement to the criminal classes to hope they may commit the crime with — 
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rs 









shee - 
2 eS Va “ 








an increased chance of'impunity, while the police, by abstai 
lose some of their hold over the local budmashes.” 
believed by the Magistrate to be due to better reporting—a belief in which I do 
not share; that in Muzaffarpur is attributed to the fact that the unusually low 
figures of the previous year were due to the easier prices of food ; ‘while the 
present Magistrate of Darbhanga thinks that the supervision ‘over bad characters 
1s not what it ought to be. I agree myself with the Magis‘rates of Muzaffarpur 
and Shahabad. Easier prices had much to do with the low figures in respect of 
burglary cases during the previous year, while I have no doubt whatever but 
that the system of refusing enquiry under section 157, Criminal Procedure 
Code, has generally been carried too far, and has had the mischievous 
effect pointed out by Mr. Marindin. I noticed this matter in paragraph 
172 of last year’s report, and I still hold to the opinion I there ventured 
to express. During the past year 45 per cent. of house-breaking ¢ases were 
refused enquiry in Gaya, 33 per cent. in Patna, and 29 percent in Darbhanga. 
The divisional average of efosall in these cases was 31 per cent. as against 
41 cent. in 1893, but the number of such refusals is still, I think, much too 
high. I have gone into this matter fully in the Divisional crime report, 
8o it is unnecessary for me to say more on the subject here. 

136, The result of trials in burglary cases is soya ape satisfactory as 


ay ine with that of the previous year, as the following figures of persons 
ow :— ‘ 








Percentage of 


Convicted. convictions. 











The results obtained were particularly satisfactory in Muzaffarpur, Cham- 
paran, and Gaya. 
137. The number of dacoity cases increased from 42 in 1893 to 52 in 
Dacoities, 1894. The increase occurs in all the districts, 
except Patna, Saran, and Champaran. The increase 
in Muzaffarpur is attributed by the Magistrate to the Maghia domes of Motihari 
(and Saran 2) eluding the surveillance of the local police and making inroads 
into his district. I concur in this view. Recent enquiries by the Magistrate 
and District Superintendent of Saran have unearthed several large gangs of 
professional burglars, résidents of his and of the Champaran districts, who make 
it their practice to commit their depredations in other districts, as far away as 
possible from their own homes. 
138. There has been a sean ae gpa janie or se may more 
i 0 be called highway robberies, the true cases 
ee: Paving rison from 8%in. 1808 to 63’ 180s, The 
increase is shared by all the districts, except Patna, the largest increase having 
oceurred in Shahabad. In. several of the cases, especially in Gaya and Shaha- 
bad, great violence, amounting Sometimes to murder, was used. I regret to 
say that such cases still continue, particularly in Gaya, where they are evidently 
the work of individual roving gangs, So also in Shahabad, where the late 
acquittal in spbees by the High Court of a very notorious criminal of this class 
was shortly Diiowed by another robbery with outrage, evidently committed 
by the same man and fia gang, apparently from sheer bravado. The only 
remedy for the executive to have recourse to under such circumstances is by 
taking-action under section 110, Criminal Procedure Code, and this has been 
done in several cases in Shahabad with satisfactory results. The results i 
Gaya have not as yet been so successful. The outrage is generally committ 


; 


on the oe road by night, and the perpetrators make off in the darkness, none 
knows where. 
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© 189, Badslivelihood cases decreased from 896 to 768, during the year, 
=e I eae aredttils gui, Saran shows the highest number and Muzaftaper 
eho the lowest. One hundred:and forty-nine, or 19-2 

per cent., of the cases were tried in the village of the accused, 
‘The a duration of these cases was highest in Patna, viz, 31 days, 

and lowest. in. uzaffarpur, viz. 14-4, 

140. There was a considerable decrease in offences against sanitation, 

Benitacy ce viz. from 12,691 in 1893 to 10,469 in 1894, This 

SeIOeT SPR, is: due to the action of the police in dealing with 

petty cases of committing nuisance having been kept within proper bounds, in 

aceordance with the wish of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, as noticed in 

h 167 of ast: year’s report. The judicial results in ‘prosecutions of 

ces against the sanitary laws were satisfactory, 94°3 per cent. of the cases 
returned as true having ended in convictions, 

14). The percentage of convictions in true cases enquired into by, the 
police was 58°7 against 69°5 in 1893. The standard attained in the previous 
year has not therefore been maintained, but still the results were bette than in 
any of the three -years, 1890, 1891, or 1892, 

142. The in. sessions:.cases Wore satisfactory, the percentage of 
godli, casag convictions throughout the Division haying been 


Cases, as compared with percentages of152°9 and 714 respectively in the previous 
year. The improvement in rat (from 56-5 to 724). in Moss Sarpe- (from 
65°6 to 81°2), and in Darbhan (from. 55-0 to 76:4) is very marked. 
148. The percentage of cases declared false to cases instituted during 
Pulse cases. 1894 was 52 against, 4°5 in. 1893, 


The number of prosecutions for-institution .of false casos was,155 against, 
138 in 1893; 47 or 30°3 per cent. of the cases ended in conviction. Compensa- 
tion was-awarded under. section 660, Criminal Procedure Code, in 145 cases 
— 149 in “the: preceding year. There.can. be mo doubt that sufficient 
advantage is not yet taken-by i generally of this very useful section, 
144, “The number of. eases not: enquired into ‘bythe police was 3,679 
against 4;205 in 1803,-of which 283 wero. subsequently enquired into’ by order 
of the Magivtrato, Teaving the tet number of eases: not enquired into at 3,396 
against 4,042-in the previous year, 
145. The'subject of the Magheya Domes of:Saran and Champaran was 
The Magheya Domes in Cham. noticed in paragraph 166 of last year’s report. The 
paran and Saran, proper surveillance over. these people presents as 
great difficulties as‘ ever. “Tn Champaran the matter’ was taken in hand 
some 12 years:ago -by the»then Magistrate, Mr, Henry, and the people— 
there ppeealy members of a wandering tribe—were brought together into 
three or four large settlements. Land was give them and a small ‘spécial 
vin three of these Police foree sanetioned. to keep, watch over them.* 
settlements, ia pelka arith Some two years later the reclamation of the Magheya 
& total population of 218 persons Domes of Saran was undertakéh by Major Siiimer, 
and 77 bighas of land, the then: District Superintendent of Police, .who 
gave much attention to the subject. It was found that in Saran—owi 
no doubt to the more settled an thickly populated character of the district 
these Domes were not the gipsy wainderérs they were in Champaran, but 
that in most cases they had settléd down in small family pron each of 
which had attached itself to some particular village.” It was deemed 
impracticable, or at least highly undesirable, to attempt to break up these 
scattered groups and to bring’ thém’ togéther into-large central settlements, 
as had ‘beon done in Champaran ; and’ 
In the ‘first place there Were no sites ‘aVailablé as there were in Champaran, 
and these would have had to be acquitéd at a’ very vise at Government. 
in the next place, the object in view Was “to iidace oa. 
settled life, and this he had already half dotie for us b ugedtting down. ‘with 
i om 98 for ‘several genefiitions,' ik ébade : ve which he chad. 
It Was therefore 
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some 60 in number ; to 0 


and ag these small scattered settlomen tain 
of land, on payment of rent in ki at each place from t nice 
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smal $a g 
gamindars, for cultivation by the Domes; and to appoint a special force of 


® There are now 61 of these police'to keep watch over the settlements and to see 


ettlemets in Saran, taini i 
ser eet Seep onde Seats een Be 


on to the culti- 
nds. ‘These proposals were ap- — 


ding women and children. aes 
have in all 450) bighas of land. proved ‘by Government, and, thenks to the en- 


A special police force of 2 head * f Major Skin thi 
yer, ' thes locks ery Of Major ner, this programme was car 
co aca em og aid it is still the system in force in Saran.* ; 

us made to wean these people from their preda- 


146. The endeavours th 
tory habits and to induce them to take to cultivation have not hitherto met with 
much success, but I think that we may still have hopes of influencing the next. 


generation. All that has been done is, at any rate, so much tothe good, and 
there can be no doubt but that the condition of these people and the control 
exercised over them are @ great improvement on the state of things that formerly 
prevailed. The Government has lately, at my request, sanctioned the employ- 
ment of a special 4th grade Inspector to supervise this particular branch of © 
lice work in Saran, and also the annual grant of Rs, 1,000 for the up-keep of 
the Domes’ houses, purchase of cattle, &c., and rewards to the best cultivators. 


‘KIV.—POLICE. 
Rorav Ponce. 


147. The following statement shows the number of villages and chauki- 
dars (a) under the old ae Sry oes and () under Act VI of 1870 on the Ist 
January in each of the two last ‘years in each district:— 








ON ist JANUARY 1804, ON 1st JANUARY 1898. © : 






THE OLD 


LATIONS. Uspsn Act VI. 








UNDER THE OLD 
REGULATIONS. 


















Number of | Number 


idars.| ‘villages.’ 


Namber of. Number of 
haukidars.) villages. haukidars. 


8 f 9 
1,889 2.419 
3,02 3,268 
5,284 3,727 
4,204 4487 
1,618 aul 
sai | 4038 
gon | ame 


~~ ‘hero *has thus-been an advance made in all the district enpectall in 
Saran, in introducing the new system, Generally, where this es not or fe 


done, there is some obstacle in the way, such as the smallness of the village 


concerned and.its inability to pay @ money w in place of the jagir which 
its ene at present holds aa fet ern | orto is services, ft has 
148... I may here say that I regard the provision of the Act by which 


these transformed chaukidars are deprived of their jagirs as @ vory, Hawes 
piece of modern legislation, Theoretically, the village panchayat should assess 
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pet to whom the jagir is transferred, with one-half of its lettin 
value. In practte nothing of the sort.is done, the provisions for the ‘eeevery 
of the amount, being much too complicated; and. the ultimate resort, viz. the 
village panchayat, putting the sensilictien into the Civil Court for its recovery, 
__ is a spectacle which I think has never yet been witnessed. In effect, the land. 
lord grabs the holding, and the villagers and chaukidar are left out in the cold. 
There seems to me no reason why such a transfer should ever have been required 
to be made. The theory seems to have been that the zamindar was entitled of 
old to a share in the services of the chaukidar. «It is to be regretted that public 
interests were allowed to be sacrificed to a sentimental theory of the kind. 

149. It will be observed that Gaya is the only district’ where the number 
of old Regulation chaukidars is still at all formidable. The reason of this, as 
explained in last year’s report, is the prevalence there of the bhaoli system of 
rent, one of the incidents of which is the payment to the chaukidar of, certain 
harvest, allowances in lieu of salary. Care should be taken in that district not 
to push the change of system too far. 

150. In most of the districts, the exceptions being Gaya and Shahabad, 

Lei tasattul valued there has been some improvement in the matter of 
a esc Hf the punctual payment of the chaukidars. I hope 
that the system in force in the 24-Parganas and Saran, which has now been 
introduced in its entirety into most of the districts, will materially improve 
matters in this respect in future. I am unable to give figures here showing the 
number of defaults at the end of last year, as they have not been supplied to 
me from all the annie “3 ‘ rs 
151. In paragraph 182 of last year’s report the attention of District 
tease eb Aen bia Officers was called S the desirability of making 
Neds cadla tin cas _ freer use of the Reward Fund as a means of en- 
couraging good work among the chaukidars. 
“The following statement compares the results of the two past years :— 







Statement showing rewards granted to Chaukidars during 1898 and 1894. 





* Separate figures not supplied, 


_ It will he soon that in Champaran better use has been made of the Reward 
eee caring both of the two last years than in any other district. In all 
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ere is much room for improvement in this respect, especially in 


tise 





REO MET Tir 1 Oe Rem ear eu runt ae 
~ 152. In Patna City the Erskine’s ena tary has contin sagem 
{ well, and was introduced with success by Mr. . 
oe tie Faussett in @ portion of the town of “ee 

It was also. introduced in the town of Darbhanga from 1st April 1894, bat does _ 

not appear to have been yery efficiently supervised there. It is also in forée in 

Muzaffarpur, but the Magistrate has not mentioned how it has worked. 

158. The distribution of the duties’ of town policé between the on: 

stabulary and chaukidars in the’ different districts was noticed in hs 1 

to 190 of last year’s-réport, The only change since made has been the addition 

of 17 chaukidars to the foree in egy orig It is the general opinion among 

the Magistrates, in which I concur, that the substitution of chaukidars for 

constables in the towns where the latter are still carb yod should ot be 

carried further. In the end there is not very much difference in cost, and the 

saving, such as it is, does not, I think, make up for the difference in the quality 
of the work. : 

154. The seven bodies of additional police meritioned in paragraph 496 

i of last year’s report as having been quartered 

_ Additional Police. in various places in ithe district of Gaya on account 

of the anti-kine-killing disturbances there in 1893, ind the large ‘body of’ such 

lice appointed for the same reason in the neighbourhood of Koath in the 

Bhahabad district, were all removed after the Bakr-fd of 18941had passed ‘quittly. 

But, another small force-of four coristibles atid one head SotiMtable Hid 
be quartered for three months on three vi called Bilahi, ‘Balia and ’Chagwa, 

in the subdivision of Siwan, zilla , OWing to a dispute there of a 

similar nature. It is satisfactory to’find that in the part of each district where 

resort has been had to this measure, there have been no further disturbances. 
155. The provisions of section'17 ‘of the Polite Act ‘were made’ use “of in 
tae " ” -thost of the distticts’ dutitie ‘the DBakrwd of 1894 
a e.. _and again during the current year to appoint 
ersons of local ‘itifivence ‘as ‘speci Reams neigh acy pe ing ran high. 
Care was always. taken that the persons selected should not be subjected to any 
annecessary sharassment or called. upon to perform unnecessary and irksome 
duties; and- they were made thoroughly. to understand the object of the 
measure, viz, (1) to impose upon them~direct responsibility in«the:matter of 
meserving peace and order, and) (2) to strengthen their hands in doing so. 
Mind use Of in this way in b judicious’and°tonsiderate manner; this provision 
of law isoften of very effective value. : 

.. «J 156, “As regards the conduct of the police force enerally, the 6pinions 
; 3 District Officers vary. Much fault is found by 
Sonema| gotiiuat of the Peliog, 5 shiny Magistrates with the low standard of detective 

ability amongst investigating officers, with the want of industry and honesty of 
most of them, and with the general corruption and inefficiency amongst the lower 

~ grades; ‘and the ‘publié and the préss are ‘always ready to join in the cry. 
Phere is no,doubt. much truth in ap complaints, but at the same time allow- 
ance must be made for the materials we have to work with. The police are 
taken from the péople and are what ‘the people niake them, and our efforts to 
improve, them arg always being countermined by the low. morali of the mass 
of the people themselves, amongst whom they live and move. But there can 
“be no question bat that by discipline and strict and constant ‘supervision we 
have done a.gréat déal pf, late years to. improve generally the work and morale 
of. our.police; nobody can deny that a great advance has been made in 

«both, these xespocts since the old ““Darogah” days. Lloften think it a signifi 

. capt fapt, when'I hear the police abused, that any proposal tb abolish a police- 

station or outpost” is invariably strongly objected to by the inhabitants of the 
locality ; while numerously-signed petitions ns for the establishment of new posts are 
mace 3 within the experience of every District Officer. ts! 


icy WOT. dn respect of court duties and investigation into and suppression o 
oft oritne,’ the work.,ofthe. lice »during the peat yoatreptoanea hans! 
hepn-fally xp to its usual standard. I ithe results ip, sessions. cages, noticed | 


io paragraph 142 of this report, give indication of an im vement; im, this, 
epartment of the work. At the same time their executive duties in connection 
with the passage of reliofs through the Division and the tension of feeling 








ee a Performed in a thoroughly 
ne ilanfetstete to modify the opinion in this respect 
me XV.—CRIMINAL JUSTICE, 
a (®) Worxino or tar Srirewprany Macrerrates any Srestons Courts. 
___ 158. Tho following table shows the number of cases disposed of by Stipen- 


iary Magistrates, witnesses examined and detained over two days, and remands 
ap times and more in Police A form cases :— 


Oases before Stipendiary Magistrates poo: Say under class VI) during the calendar 
year ‘ 





The above statement is in the same form as that gees in paragraph 194 of 
last year’s report, but while that statement included VI cases, the present 
one does not tlo so in accordance with the orders in Government order No. 8250, 
dated 12th September 1894. For purposes of comparison, however, with last 
year’s results, as well as with the results in cases before the Honorary, Magis. — 
trates and Benches (see paragraph 174 below), I have had entered at the foot of 
the statement the total figures inclusive of class VI cases, and on these latter 

; es the following remarks are based, : : 

- 159.. Thus 73 Stipendi Magistrates disposed of 18,433 cases, or an 
fog : fe dlibegena Otis ak the larg am 
_. As in previous y pore © ows the est average per 
t, viz. 1,162 cases. From the fact that only 686 witnesses were examined, 


oats 
















it is evident that most of the cases wore petty nuisance cases in wh 

ormal evidence was taken. The smallest number of cases decided 

the previous year, at Patua Sadar (Bankipore). hdbaced OD 
160. The average number of witnesses examined in each ca 







wa 

and only in three places more than 10 per cent. of the witnesses were is ined 
for over twordays, viz., Nawada (32°8), arbhanga Sadar (11°07); and Samastipur 

129), ‘Lhe high ratio at Nawada is explained to be due to the illness of the 
Subiivisional Officer, and to cases having to be reheard on his taking eave, 
‘No @xplanation has been given of the bad results at Darbhanga and aw | 
but I observe from paragraph 8 of the Government Resolution on the 
Adiministration for the past year that Darbhanga also shows particularly badly 
in the matter of long detentions in hajat. I have asked the present Lely ew 
to look into this matter and to favour me with a special report. It is very 
evident that supervision in criminal matters has been unusually lax there, owing 
no doubt in a great measure to frequent changes in the post of District 
Officer: ‘ 
161. The largest number of remands for six times or more in A fo#m 
¢ases also occurred at Darbhanga Sadar, where this happened in 30 out of 188 
¢ases; or in nearly 16 per cent. of cases tried. Next comes Patna Sadar with 

T cases out of 167, or in 10 cent, of cases tried ; Dinapore, 8 cases out of 79; 
Biixar, Jahanabid, dnd Madhubabi, with 13, 10, and 13 out of 170, 133, and 
176, or in 7 per cent. of cases tried. The smallest percentages of such remands 
were at Bettiah, Motihari,.Gopalganj, Siwdh, Sasaram, Gaya, Patna City; 
also at Bhabhua, where, as in last year, there was not a single instance of es 
kind. 
162, It will be observed that the total figures for the two last years do 
not present any tag 2 variations. The number of Magistrates was the same 
in each year, with a slight falling off—some 3 per cent.—in the number of 
cases and persons tried. a results, however, there was, on the whole, a distinct 
all-round improvement. Thus the increase in the percentage of convictions 
(from 58°9 to G0'3) indicates greater care in conducting the preliminary examin- 
ations of complaints under section 200, Criminal Procedure Code, and in ‘nét 
allowing fritelsus charges to be brought to trial. The percentage of witnesses 
detained over two days also fell from 4*1 to 3°7, while the percentage of orders 
upheld in appeal rose from 78-7 to 80-7, Again, in trials of Police A forms the 

rcentage of cases which were remanded six times or more fell from 4:2 to 3°9. 

These results, though, as remarked above, they present no very striking con- 
trasts, are yet all in the right direction, _ 

163, I have been often struck, during inspections and whilst examining 
returns, with the very unequal results in different districts, and especially before 
different, Magistrates, in the matter of convictions. In regard to cases which, 
under the law, are compoundable or dismissable in default, a Magistrate’s 
hands are tied, and he cannot be held responsible if, in eases of the 
Kind, his retutns show a somewhst heavy percentage of acquittals or dis- 
charges. But in other cases, where the accused is bo ae dor discharged only 
afler hearing evidence, a heavy percentage of acquitta's way usually be taken as 
au indication that complaints have, in the first instance, been too readily admitted, 
and without a sufficiently strict examination of the complainants under section 
200, Criminal Pro¢edure Code, 

164; It also not unfrequently happens that one Deputy Magistrate’s file 
becomes congested, and the entry “no time” finds frequent place on the order 
as _ the Magistrate sitting in the next Court lias, for the time being, 
ittle to do, ; 

165. I think that the above resiilts ‘are gétierally traceable to a lazy 
system freqtbritly in vote, under which the Magistrate who réceives complaints 
distributes them’ to sitbordinate courts without more ado, without regard to 
the state of the different files, and leaving the subordinate officers to examine 
the complainants theniselves aid to decide whethér the cases should be taken up, 
or summarily thrown out, under section 2038. ’ Oa : 

166. But however well the first examination tinder section 200 may be 
conducted, still it may, and often does, ha pen that out of a batch of cases 
madé over to a particular Magistrate or Bench, several of them tu th Oo e 
day fixed for hearitig, to be cases of a heavy nature, and remhatids are necessi- | 









in which’ éase 
167." In ordet to properly regulate the work of the different courts in 
‘setif of the above matters, I Lave larely introduced the following system in the 
wee of this Division. It has been strictly laid down that the oint- Magis. 
trite (or, in his ‘absenée, the most experienved Deputy Magistrate) receives 
Petitions and sifts them in the first instance himself by examining the complain- 
ys dy allowed in one district @2t under section 200, Criminal Procedure Code,* 
this Gxaminatioh to be seconded by atid determines whether each case is to be taken up 
one or other Subotitiiaté Magiv- of not, If he decides that the case should be pro- 
Serene rriat emist Magintrate ceeded with, he fixes the date of first hearing and 
Win required to bea sifting one, issues the necessary processes, On the date fixed he 
ona “eer enn whe; Aine S orders adthittin, compromises, dismissing in 
Crete we roceeded with efault, &e., and he then makes over only cases 
Gr not, and deals with it as de: ready for trial, with complainants ard witnesses pre- 
evetbodl da the text. , Sent, to the Bench or other subordinate courts. He 
has laid before him, on éath day, immediately the courts open, a statement 
showing the part-héatd cases with the number of witnesses it attendanée before 
each court, and he éan thas lay his finger bn the courts to which the new casey 
for =e can - nears ag Tae fear of any file a con- 

gested or of any caso aving remanded for want of time. This s teni 
which Was introdticed during the last quatter of the year, has been re by 
all the District Officers, aiid if it i8 carried out efficiently I look for good resulty 

d current calendar year, 

168. I wish to add a féw remarks here on fhe question of giving certain 
Deptity Magistrates at Sadar Stations “ territorial jurisdiction” over particular 
thanas, as well as on the system of relegating certain Deputies only to revéntis: 

i ; alice The “ territorial ” system is 
certainly not suited to any of the Bihar districts, and I cannot understand how 
it can be suited to any district where work is heavy and the District Officer is 
pushed hard to make the best and full use of the whole of his staff. Tho result 
of such a system, it seems to mé, must be that we shall frequently find expe- 
riénced Magistrates wasting their time over petty cases which coul equally well 
have been tried by 3rd class Deputies or by Sub-Deputies ; while, on the other 
hand, an inexperienced Subordinate Magistrate will not unfrequently find on 
his thana file important cases beyond his capacity. He may think himself 
capable of trying such a case, and, disliking to admit the contrary, may take 
it up and make a mess of it, and give rise to complications, 

169. The fact is that the District Officer must be left to make the best use 
he can of the staff allowed him, At one end of the chain he has the Joint- 
Magistrate, or, if he has no Joint, one of his most. experienced Deputy Magis- 
trates to hear police reports (if the Distriet Magistrate is on tour ot unable from 
stress of work to do so himself), to receive and test criminal petitions and 
distribute them for hearing ; and at the other end of the chain he has the Excise- 
cum-Income-tax Deputy Collector, the Butwara Deputy Collector, and the 
Treasury Officer, to whom criminal cases are not, as a-rule, made over. Inter- 
mediately he has a staff of Deputies in charge of the Read Cess, Land Registra- 
tion, Land Acquisition, Stam , Certificate, Nizarat and minor Revenue Det. 
ments. I differ entitely with the view that cértain of these officers should be 
Fpployed only on criminal work and certain others only on Revenue duties, 











ey must all be made use of for either work, as the state of their files permits, 


Work, es ecially Criminal work, comes in fits and starts; and though A’s work 
under such an arrangement might be-fairly regular, B’s will certainly not be so. 
It will general! 7, 1 think, be found a much better arrangement to give both A 
and Ba fair nie of revenue duties, and to fill up their spare time with 
criminal cases. In this way, and only in this way, can the District Officer be 
cortain of gettitig a full share of work rom each and every officer, and that 
Suitable cases aro made over to the suitable men. 
__ 170. ‘The chief advantages, to my min , of giving all the Deputies in the 
général Tine both Revenue and Criminal work so far as can be arranged ar fish, 
hat which I have already mentioned, Viz. that the District Officer is then in 
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best position to make full use, as work ebbs and flows, of his whole staff; and, 


secondly, and particularly, that the general education of Deputies is far better 
advanced in this way than if they are each kept to one particular ert A 
oy iid who can be utilised equally for either criminal or revenue duties, who 
is broken both to saddle and harness, must be a more useful officer to Govern- 
ment than one who has a knowledge of only certain particular subjects; and 
this I consider, having regard to the frequent changes and transfers necessary in 
so large a service, a matter of no small importance; and it is a matter in regard 
to which I know that the Deputy Magistrate-Collectors as a body, looking at 
it from the point of view of their own interests, hold the same oipnion as I do. 
171. necessary corollary to this is that the confinement of the Excise- 
cum-Income-tax Deputy Collector to only revenue work is not a judicious 
measure. There seems no reason why, during his tours in the interior, he 
should not be made of use in or ong into badmashi cases, doing chaukidari 
work, and in other criminal duties. Such use of him would be particularly 
advantageous in the Sadur subdivision, where, as has been already pointed out 
by several officers, the need is often felt of an executive officer of the kind avail- 
able for general camp duties. There can be no question but that the Excise 
Deputies themselves would be only too glad to be given mixed work of this 
description. ‘lheir complaint everywhere is that, under the present system, they 
have no chance of gaining any experience of work in the general line to which 
they all hope some day to revert. And I think that it will almost invariably 
be found, if: enquiry be made, that they have plenty of spare time, during 10 
* Viz., when excise settlements months out of the 1 nd for the extra duties I 
are not going on. pose to give them. I doubt if there are more Ren 
three or four districts in Bengal where the Excise Deputy Collector is not quite 
the lightest worked gazetted officer un the whole of the Collector's staff. 


172. The result of trial in the Sessions Courts is given below :— 


Disrarictrs. 













Number of cases committed during 
the year. 
Number disposed of ose 43 |315 
Number in which conviction 0 i 28 
tained. 
















Of above in which sentence was 2 | 17 
modified or reversed by High 
Court. 

Number of cases acquitted by 18 16 | 88 
Sessions Judge. 

Percentage of convictions to cases 66°6| 68°5| 682] 90-0| 82°85| 62:7| 72-06 
disposed of for 1894. 
ercentage of convictions to cases 68:1] 76°5| 65:2 | 522) 705 
disposed of for 1893. 





_ The percentage of convictions for the whole Division was 72 ainst 70°5 
in the preceding year. The results were best in Champaran and Muzaffarpur 
and worst in Darbhanga, but the Magistrate explains that in two cases com- 
mitted by the Subdivisional Officer of Madhubani, in which only two persons 
were charged, the Sessions Judge split them up into seven cases, and as the 
accused were acquitted on all of the charges, the percentage of acquittals was 
thus abnormally swelled. If it had not been for these cases, the percentage of 
convictions would have been 71 instead of 62. - 
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imposed during | 93,818 46) 24287 26! 18,630 5 .0| 19.02 8 3 
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There is a falling off in the amount both of fines imposed and of ¥ 
collected as compared with the figures of the preceding oki aa the stein ‘ 
ing balance has increased in all the districts, except Shahabad and Saran, The 
introduction of the new High Court Register (Al) of outstanding fines wil} 
possibly have some effect in bringing cases of the kind more prominently to 
noti¢e, and so lead to better realisations; but I apprehend that the bulk of the 






matter of imposing fines, especially among junior Deputy Magistrates. Thus ° 
I not: unfrequently find unreasonably heavy fines imposed on low-caste labourers | 
or petty cultivators—fines which cannot possibly be realised except by driblets ~* 
and “with an amount of attendant hardship altogether disproportionate to the 
_ offender’s deserts. In the second place the term of imprisonment awarded in 
default is frequently so light-that the person fined prefers to undergo it and 


undergoing the sentence of imprisonment. If the first principle be carefully 
observed there will be no hardship in this. 
| (%) Tae Worxia or rue Honorary Macisrrates ann Beycurs, 


174, The work of Honorary Magistrates and Benches is shown in the 
following statement :-— 
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It will be observed that the work o the Honorary M stracy 
ive the same indications of steady improvement as in the case o 
iary Magistrates. On the contrary, there is a slight falling off in the 1 
of detention of witnesses, remands in A form cases and in results of appeal 
On all these’ points the comparison. is in favour of the salaried officers of 
‘Government. : 
175, The worst outturn of work was before the Champaran (Sadar) — 
Bench, where of 189 persons accused only 8-4 per cent. were convicted. The 
inference is that a large number of charges were admitted which ought never 
to have been taken up, or that the enquiries were very carelessly conducted. 
“The Aurangabad, Siwan, Nuwada, and Sitamarhi Benches also show badly in 
this respect ‘As regards detentions of witnesses, the Samastipur Bench, 
and after it the Chapra and the Motihari Benches, exhibit the worst results, 
176. The following statement compares the number of Honorary Magis- 
trates’ Benches and Honorary Magistrates sitting singly in the different districts 
on the 3lst December in each of the two last years :— 
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The total number of Benches thus shows a decrease of threo as compared 

with the previous year, viz., one in Gaya and two in Darbhanga. This is due 

_ to the amalgamation ofthe Municipal Benches of Gaya, Darbhanga, and 
Madhubani with the regular Benches at those places. ‘I'he large decrease in 

the number of Honor Magistrates in Darbhanga is also due to the same 

cause. The increase of six Honorary Magistrates in Saran is owing to the 

appointment of additional Honorary Magistrates to strengthen the Siwan and 
opalganj Benches during the year. 


177.. I give below an pitome of the reports on the working of the 
Benches in the different districts :— 


Paina.—With the exception of the Khagoul and Barh Benches, where 
absentees were numerous, the system continued to work, on the whole, fairly 
well. At the Patna andthe Bihar Benches, the attendance was good, and a 

considerable amount of business was disposed of, The Bench which on the 
whole did best is the Jhowganj Bench in the Patna City, and I consider that 
the result ma he to the industry and interest taken in his work by the 
President, Syed Sarfraz Husein Khan: The number (seven) and powers of the 
Benches remained unchanged, but several additional Honorary Magistrates were 
authorised to sit singly with second class powers. 
















mentions with a the 
by Lal Aginwar, and a po 
Gaya (Sadar) Bench, and by Babus Ayodhya Prasad and 
Raiahdes Prasad of the Tikuri and Daudnagar Benches. Mr. Macpherson 
observes as follows: —“ Generally speaking, there has been a deterioration in 
‘attendance, particularly in the extent to which Honorary Magistrates absented 
themselves without leave or notice. “ ig * * 
_“ With reference to the views: expressed by the Commissioner on the employ- 
“ment of Honorary Magistrates, contained in paragraphs 459-62 of his General 
Administration Keport for 1893-94, 1 can do nothing more than to invite 
attention to the remarks quoted in paragraph 448 from my own report, showing 
the result of an attempt made by me to give more important cases to the Bench 
at Gaya in accordance with the views previously expressed by him. I have 
noticed that where such cases have been-made over to the Bench, the result has 
been a great waste of time and energy in the recording of the most minute 
‘and frivolous details brought out in elaborate eross-examination of the witnesses, 
The Gaya Sadar Bench, however, merits much commendation for the very 
substantial assistance it has been in the disposal of public business.” 

Shakabad.—Mr. Marindin reports that, with the exception of the Busar 
Bench, where dissensions among the Honorary Magistrates interfered much 
with their usefulness, the Benches have on the whole worked well. ‘Che 
‘services of the Honorary Magistrates have also been utilised in making enquiries 
under section 202, Criminal Procedure Code, prior to the issue of process, The 
cases ordinarily made over to the Benches are nuisance cases, assaults, criminal 
trespass, mischief and other minor cases under the Penal Code. Mr, Marindin 
continues as follows:—‘“The Benches are certainly useful in relieving the 
Stipendiary Magistrates of a number of petty cases, and they do a substantial 
amount of work in this way. ‘The orders issued last year to employ Honorray 
Magistrates on more interesting cases have not been overlooked, but the average 
capacity of the Benches in this district is not high nee to make it safe to 
entrust them with more important cases than they get, and I think most of the 
Honorary Magistrates would prefer to be left, as now, to deal with cases of 
minor importance, than to have the responsibility of deciding graver issues. It 
is the dignity of the position which renders it valuable in their eyes rather than 
the work which it entails,” 

Saran.—During the year a new Bench with third class powers was 
established at Gopalganj, so that at the close of the year there were four 
Benches with 23 Honorary Magistrates. Mr. Slack “makes the following 
remarks: —‘‘ The attendance of the Honorary Magistrates for all the Benches, 
on the whole, was fair; but in several instances the cases at the Chapra Bench 
had to be postponed for want of a quorum, and I regret that the European 
Honorary Magistrates set a very bad example as regards punctuality and 
omitting to give previous notice of inability to attend. I have, however, 

repared a roster based so as to suit the convenience of each Honorary 
agistrate, and probably the result will be more satisfactory. During the 
ear 1895 no case will be made over to the Bench for trial till it is ripe for 
hearing. ‘To avoid delay as much as possible, I have arranged that when a 
quorum is not present, one of the second class power Stipendiary angers is 
with the Honorary Magistratespresent tosit as a Bench and take up the cases in 
the file, and I have also arranged that the Bench shall always have a fixed court- 
room at their disposal.” 

‘This last is an important point to which sufficjent attention is not perhaps . 
always paid, - 4 

Champaran. —There were two Benches of Honorary Magistrates in this 
district during the year, one at Motihari and one at Bettiah, the number of 
Honorary Magistrates attached toeach Bench being seven. ‘The Bench at Moti- 

hari was presided over by the special Sub-Registrar and exercised second class 

powers; that at Bettiah was presided over by the Rural Sub-Registrar of Bettiah 
-and exercised third class powers. ‘The Magistrate remarks as follows :— 

ti “On receipt of a copy of yom Report on the General Administration of 

the Patna Division tor the 893-94, together with the Government Keso- 

_ lution thereon, I directed that more important cases should be made over to 

the Benches, * * * ‘eee * but owing to 
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‘as well to the perience of the majority of the members, the order: 


‘not be fully carried out. The instruction, however, will not be lost = 
‘trial, 


‘of; and as the Benches improve their knowledge of law and arpa 
‘they show a keener interest in their work, they will be entrusted with 
of more important cases.” bse 

Masur —In this district there are four Benches, viz., at Muzaffarpur, 
re te alganj, and Sitamarhi. With the exception of the Lalganj Bench, 
which exercises third class powers, the other Benches exercise second class powers. 
On the whole there was a slight improvement in the attendance of the 
“Honorary Magistrates, although at Muzaffarpur and Lalganj 5 and 21 sittings 
respectively fell through owing to want of a quorum. 

Darbhanga.—Towards the end of the year the Municipal Benches at Madhu- 
bani and Darbhanga were abolished, being amalgamated with the Regular Bench 
at each place. The number of Benches therefore at the close of the year was 
four against six in ng siping: Rhee Mr. Tute makes the following remarks 
on the general working of the Benches:—‘The work done by the Honorary 
Magistrates wholly consisted of nuisance and petty cases of assault and a few 
under the Cattle Trespass Act. The chief obstacles in giving them more im- 
portant cases are, first, their irregular attendance, and, second, the rule that a 
case should be heard out by the same Magistrate. I hope to show an advance 
in Bench work during this year.” 

178. The attendance of Honorary Magistrates, taking the Courts in each 
district together, is given in the subjoined statement :— 
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Taking the Benches individually, the attendance was best in the case ‘of 
the following Benches, viz., Sadikpur, Jhowganj, Bihar, Dinapore, Arrah, 
Jagdispur, Buxar, Hajipur, Bettiah, evelganj and Roserah, and worst in the 
case of Khagoul, Nawada, Aurangabad, Chapra, Siwan, and Madhubani (Muhi- 
ae egg This last after several years indifferent work has now been 

10. ts] . 

179. I was able last year to ae a general improvement in the ‘attend- 
‘ance of Honorary Magistrates, This year I have to record the reverse, The 
aera F of attendance fell off in all the districts, except Muzaffarpur and 
Darbhanga, the average of attendances for the whole Division being 78 per cent. 
‘as against 78 re cent, in 1898. During the present year (1895) I have had a 
roster’ prepared for the iia ay for each Bench, copies of which have been 
sent to my office for approval, after being circulated:to the different Honorary 
Magistrates for their consent and information. The District Magistrates have 
also been instructed to call for explanation in cases of default, and'to 
to'my notice, for report to Government, all persistent cases of the kind, and 
propose to ask Government in such cases, as I have dono in ono instative lately, 
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to strike off the defaulter’s name from the list of Honorary Magistrates (wilds 
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, system at present obtains, the matter resolves 
pry ettrarte many instances into'a case of driving. And what we want,’ 
if the system is ever to do proper justice to itself and to be of the best use to the 

blic, is not that the work done by an Honorary Magistrate should’ merely 

‘the minimum iowa to save himself from disgrace, but that the induce- 
ment ‘should be to render such full and willing service as Government and 
the public have a right to expect in return for the distinction bestowed, The 
only remedy for the present state of things is, as I have before pointed out, 
to make the office tenable for a term of years, renewable on approved good 
service, instead of, as at present, for life. . 


- But after all, as the s 


XVI—REGISTRATION OF DOCUMENTS. 


181. The number of offices open in each district during the year of 
report and the previous year was as follows :— 





Disrnicrs. cpap of -allvees 
r Ay 
1894-95. 1898-94, 

Patna TAR 4 6 
Gaya if 5 
Saran Re | 8 
oa aks 5 
uzaffarpur  -8 7 
Total : 49 44 


Of the five new offices opened during the year of report, two in Champaran 
were opened at the request of the manager of an indigo concern for the registra- 
tion of indigo sattas. These two offices were in existence only for about four 
months, and the number of sattas registered in them was 2,554. 

182, The total number of documents registered in the several offices; and 
the average per office in each district during the year of report and the two 
preceding years, will appear from the table below:— 


















Patna 2,389 2,333 
Gaya 1,534 1,600 
Shahabad 3,107 2,836 
Saran 2,938 3,186 
ran 4,091 . 4,146 

M ur 3.978 8,916 
Darbhanga 2,669 2,499 
Divisional Total 2,970 2,946 





‘It will be seen that there has been a steady increase in the number of 
documents each year in every district} except in Shahabad and Champaran, 
which show a decrease as compared with the pov icms year. The decrease in 

bad occurs under heads (a) Sales, (b ortgages, and (c) Other leases. 
The falling off under (a) and (4) is attributed to crops of 1893-94, which the 
Collector thinks lowered the price of gujasta holdings and discouraged the 
money-lenders, most of whom were cultivators, to lend money on the hypo- 
thecation of gujasta holdings at the same high rate as in previous years; and the 
falling off under (c) is said to be due to a temporary stoppage of business in the 
Dumraon Raj, pending the issue of a probate and the grant of new powers of 
attorney to its servants after the death of the Maharaja in May 1894. The 















decrease in Champaran is slight an 


d is attributable to the survey. and settlement 


operations in progress in that district, which led. certain people to hold. over 


transactions in land pending completion of those proceedings. Bint any 

_ 183. The largest number of documents registered in any one district was 
in Muzaffarpur, due mainly to the large planting interests in this district, and 
the smallest number was in Gaya, where the prevalence of the bhaoli system 
is the cause of the paucity of formal transactions in the transfer and leasing of 
holdings. It will appear from the figures given below that the work of the 
Registration Department has within the last decade increased in a far greater 
ratio in the four North Gangetic districts than it has done in the threo districts 
south of the Ganges, It would be of interest if enquiry were made by the 
Registration Department into the reason of this phenomenon:— tg 





1884-85. 1894-95, 


Disrricr. 
i Number of Number of 
Number of eiashalein Number of deuitaeiiiie 
ey registered, Oo on registered. 


eo 


eee ee As fateh hea 





Patna iol ud 11,287 7 14,776 
Gaya ve) 5 6,888 5 7,729 
Shahabad 6 9,232 6 14,021 
Saran we 5 12,328 8 265,871 
Champaran $4 3. 8,801 7 20,321 
Muzaffarpur ~ 6 18,112 8 35,853 
Darbhanga 6 11,897 8 24,891 

Total 38 78,545 | 49 143,462 


TUS ELEM A (OU TE CE SU eS A lea 
184, The total receipts and expenditure in each district in the year of 
report as compared with those in the previous year are shown below i— 




















1894-95. | 1893-94, 
Disrricr. 

Receipts. Expenditure. Receipts. | Expenditure. 

1 | 2 3 | 4 | 5 

Rs. 

Patna 11,051 
Gaya 7,392 

oro s 10 
aran ae s P 32,807 14,266, 
Cham a es ‘ 11308 
M A 15,163 
Darbhanga se ; . 14,080 
3,716 





The decrease in most of the districts in receipts is due to ion i 
the zcale of fees introduced during the year of mephit int bred asia 
XVIL—CONDITION OF THE DIVISION AS REGARDS LAND AND THE 

: : ; ADMINISTRATION, 
185. The total number of estates in the Division in the year of report was 
63,829 dpe 61,815. in the proving ear. The increase of 4,014 eeuniets 
due chiefly to partitions effecte during the year, aye 
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_ estates leased to farmers for periods, the current co 





| 186. ‘The current demand was Rs: 82,22,868 against Rs. 82,06,064 in 


- 1893-94, ‘The demand of each class of estates duri 6 past and th i 
year was as shown below :— uring the past and the previous 


1893-94. 1894-95, 
af if Rs. Rs. 
Class I—Permanontly-settled estates oe -77,58,617 77,58,865 
» _I[—Tomporarily-settled estates bed 2,17,295 2,10,870 
» I1T—Hstates held direct by Government |” 2,380,152 2,583,183 
; Total ne 82,06,064 82,22,868 





., 187, The demands under classes I-and III have increased by Rs. 248 
and Rs. 22,981 its ganar while the demand under class II has decreased by 
Rs. 6,425, the result on the whole being a net increase of Rs, 16,304 against 
a net increase of Rs. 8,848 in tho previous year. The increase of Rs. 248 in 
class I is due chiefly to the revenue added ‘to certain estates in Muzaffarpur 
on account of lands which had been acquired for the Muzaffarpur-Sitamarhi 
Railway having been restored to them, the abatement of revenue granted 
when the lands were acquired being now re-assessed on those estates, Under 
class II the decrease occurred in the districts of Patna, Gaya, Saran, and 
Muzaffarpur, and is due to new settlements at reduced jamas as well as to 
transfer of estates from one class to another. Under class III the net increase 
in the demand, amounting to Rs. 22,981, is shared by four districts, viz., Patna 
(Rs. 13,203), Gaya(Rs. 202), Shahabad (Rs. 5,741), and Muzaffarpur (Rs. 5,155), 
and is due partly to favourable resettlements, but mainly to the increase in the 
number of estates of this class caused by transfer from class to class. In Gaya 
it is also partly ascribed to the increased value of bhaoli produce in certain 
villages. ‘There was a decrease of Rs. 1,320 under this class in Saran, which is 
ascribod to the resettlement of nine estates at reduced jamas, and to the transfer 
of a portion of island No. 31 to the district of Patna. 

188. The current collections from all classes of estates amounted to 
Rs. 76,90,165 against Rs. 77,51, 166 in 1893-94, showing a decrease of Rs. 61,001, 
the percentage of total current collections on the current demand being 93:5 
against 94-4 in 1893-94. This falling off is due to the shorter collections of 
demands in all the three classes. Under class I ( permanently-settled estates) the 
current balance amounted to Rs, 4,19,712, of which Rs. 3,64,730 are on account of 
estates in only two districts, viz. Patna (Rs. 1,65,250) and Shahabad(Rs. 1,99,480). 
In both the Jistriots the explanation is that the balance is due for the Mar 
kist, and steps could not be taken for their realisation until after the year closed. 
The defaults at the March kist are attributed in both the districts to the late 
harvest of rabi and poppy crops, which formed the chief means of aying the 
Government revenue at this kist. Tho next heavy balance is in uzaffarpur, 
where the Collector, Mr. Hare, explains that out of the balance of Rs, 23,802, 
Rs, 11,575 were collected on the 20th March but credited after the close of the 
year, being partly remittances received from other districts by remittance 
transfer receipts, In Saran, where the current balance is Rs. 17 629, 
Rs, 2,300 will, it is said, be recovered after the sales have been confirmed ; 
Rs. 6,080 are due from estates which have been sold but in Which sppesl have 
been preferred; but, the bulk of the balance is due from estates whic defaulted 
at the March kist. In Champaran the greater portion of the current balance, 
Rs. 5,232, is due from the estate of the late Nasir Hossain in Saran, which is 
being brought under the Court of Wards. . The percentage of current collections 
on current demand in each district was as follows: — 


Patna ar we 88:3 
Gaya ase oe 99°5 
Shahabad defied cf ~» 86:7 
Saran ry sae 985 
Champaran ae ve 98:9 
M Ppur see, eve 975 
Darbhanga rah > 


189. The current collections under class II temporarily-settled estates) 

amounted to Rs, 1,76,911 against Rs. 1,81,589 in the previous year, , Th 

class of estates is subdivided into three classes, vis (a)settlod for pie re a 
“ : , ya 

proprietors, (2) private estates leased to farmers for gaia sac sex don (a), (4) and. 
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ene 
dhe (a) Rs, 88,638, (+) Rs, 1,864, and (c) Rs. 86,414, against Rs. 93,163, 

. 2,261, and Rs. 86,165 respectively in the previous year. The falling off 
in collections is due to the falling off in the demand, as explained in par 
187 above. The current collections came up to the standard of 95 per cent., or 
exceeded it, in Gaya and Darbhanga, as regards estates (a), in Shahabad as 
regards (}), and in Champaran and Darbhanga as regards (0. In other districts 
there was a failure to collect up to the prescribed standard under one or more of 
the three heads. 

- 190. The current collections of estates under class III (Government 
estates) amounted to Rs, 1,74,101 against Rs. 1,83,390 in the previous year, 
showing a decrease of Rs. 9,289. The current demand was collected in full in 
Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga. In the other districts the percentage of collec- 
tions ranged between 35°1 and-72°8. In Patna, where it was 39:9 for estates 
managed for proprietors and 70°6 for estates owned by Government as pro- 
prietors, the collections were retarded on account of the failure of the bhadoi 
crops on the diara lands, owing to floods and diluvion. The late sowing of 
rabi and the consequent late harvesting are also said to have interfered greatly 
with collections. yon say that I am satisfied with this explanation, and 
I have requested the Collector to call for a detailed explanation from the 
general manager. In Gaya the percentages of the two classes of estates 
under class Ill were 63:6 and 72°8, the short collections being attributed to 
the collecting and a being for most part of the collection season 
occupied in the survey and rare operations in progress in the Govern- 
ment estates, to indifferent bhadoi and rabi harvests, and other special 
causes. In Shahabad there is only one class of Government estates, viz. 
“ Estates owned by Government as * igggennnene The percentage of current 
collections on current demand in this district was 67°9. The indifferent 
collections are attributed to the poor rabi and sugarcane crops of the 
year, as well as to the general disorganisation caused by the prevalence 
of cholera and fever to a very unusual degree. In Saran the percentage of 
current collections for ‘Estates owned by Government as proprietors” was 
only 35°1. One reason given for this is the existence of a dispute regarding 
the boundary of a certain large diara estate with a neighbouring proprietor. 
But the chief reason appears to be that in a number of diara estates, in which 
there is an outstanding balance of Rs. 5,256, most of the rent is paid from 
the rabi crop and should not. be shown as due until April while in the Col- 
lector’s returns it is shown as due in March, The Collector has been told to 

~ recast his returns in future. 

191. The current and arrear collections together on account of all three 
classes of estates amounted to Rs. 81,55,708, or 93°3 per cent., against 
Rs. 82,19,733, or 93-8 per cent. in the previous year. The percentage of the 
total collections on the current demand was 99:1 against 1001 in 1893-94. 

192. The remissions amounted to Rs. 18,751, of which Rs. 3,703 represent 
“Remissions of grace,” Rs. 1,625 “ Remissions of right,” and Rs, 13,423 
“Nominal remissions.” Of the total of Rs. 18,751, Rs. 14,260 were preeet 
in Gaya on account of class III estates, but is for the most part nominal, being 
due to a mistaken manner of treating bdhaoli demands in the accounts. The 
Collector nie that the mistake will be remedied by the introduction of the 
new Tauzi Rules. 

193, The balances amounted to Rs, 5,71,318 against Rs. 5,22,090 in the 
previous year. They are distributed as,f6llows against each class of estate :— 








Class. 1893-94. 1894-95. 
Rs. Rs. 

I ‘\.. 4,19,897 4,43,820 
Tl \.. 49,787 42,781 
Ill “i. 62,906 84,717 
Total :.. 6,22,090  —-5,71,818 





The percentage of the total balance on the total demand was 6:5 against 
5'9 in 1898-94 and 6:2 in 1892-93. Ofthe gross balance of Rs, 5,71,318, a sum 
of Rs, 5,45,706 was under recovery at the close of the year, and Rs, 25,612 


were classed as doubtful and irrecoverable, 













ie: 194. Ro and Public Works Cess.—Out of a total gross demand of 
: er 724,055, a sum of Rs, 24,15,357, or 77-2 per cent., was collected 
(including the amount realised in advance in previous years), and Rs, 8,980 
ee as: balance of Rs, 7,04,708, or 22-5 per cent., of the gross 
demand outstanding at the close of the year. The percentage of the total 
collections on account of both current demand and arrears to current demand 
was 961. The percentage of net balance on gross demand of the Division 
was 22°5 against 2002 in the preceding year. It was least in Darbhanga 
am highest in Saran (34°4), In the latter district the unsatisfac- 
tory result is due chiefly to the involved condition of some of the principal 
zamindars whose estates are let out on zerpeshyi. The zerpeshgidars cannot be 
called on to pay the Government demand, which rests upon the zamindars, the 
result being that the dues often cannot be realised until the Collector has been 
obliged to go through the process of advertising the estates for sale. The per- 
centage of arrears is also high in Gaya, where it is 27-7 against 25°7 in the pre- 
vious year. ‘The large balance in this district is partly due to the failure of the 
7 annas Tikari Raj to pay in about Rs. 14,000 of the final kist, and to errors 
in the accounts of the last revaluation proceedings which aré in course of 
correction, « © 

1£5. The revaluation of the Patna district, which was sanctioned in 
1893-94, was commenced from the 5th February 1894, and was in progress 
during the yoar of report. 

196, The ‘revaluation of Darbhanga district, which was expected to be 
completed by the end of the year of report, is still unfinished, and will probably 
last for another six months, 

197. Remittance by money-orders.—A sum of Rs. 2,50,935 was remitted 
by 27,685 money-orders for payment of land revenue and cosses during the 

ear of report against Rs. 2,78,732 by 26,389 orders in the previous year. 
lt will be obseryed that there has beon an increase in the number of orders 
but_a decrease in the amount remitted, the inerease in the former being 
1,296 and the decrease in the latter Rs, 27,797.° In commenting on the 
figures for 1893-94 in my last report, I gave it as my opinion that the experi- 
ment had about reached the end of its tether, judging from the fact that the 
figures for that year were not dissimilar to those of five years previously 
(1889-90), when the number of money-orders issued was 25,832 and the . 
amount covered Rs, 2,63,269. The results during the past year seem to 
confirm this view. I gave the reasons which, in my opinion, account: for 
this in last year’s report, and I need not repeat them here. The transactions 
with re to the payment of rent to landlords by money-order show that 
during the year of Teport 2,788 orders, covering Rs, 56,658, were issued against 
5,606 orders, covering Rs, 94,219, in the previous year. The decrease both 
in the number and aan of money-orders issued for this purpose is thus very 
marked, and the more so when it is found that the number of such Searey 
refused by the landlords has been considerabl less both in actual number 
and percentage than in the preceding year. The fact no doubt is that both 
zamindar and raiyat prefer the long-established system of personal payments, 
The zamindar regards the new plan as interfering, as it no doubt oes, with 
his prestige and influenco over his raiyats ; while the raiyats, on the other hand, 
are only too pleased to have their account eapiained to them by the village 
amla, and be satisfied that everything is right before they part with their 
money. The consensus of opinion among District Officers is that in Bihar 
the money-order system is y resorted to for the payment of rents in cases 
of dispute between the parties; and looking at the matter from this view, 

the fact that the system is losing ground is not a cause for regret. 
198. Operation of the Sale Law.—Out of 6,571 estates and shares of estates 
e liable to sale for non-payment of Government dues, 367, or 5:6 
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defaults occurred in Shahabad, Mazaffarpur and Patna, heing URS 1,418, and 
1,021, respectively, but the sales actually effected in these districts numbered 
only 67, 88, and 71, respectively. T es show that the law was 
adininistered with much leniency—a leniency the bad effect of which on 
punctuality of payment is complained of by several of the Collectors. There 
can be no doubt but that the one improvement in the sale law which is urgently 
called for is an amendment of section 18, ‘The Collector’s hands are at 

resent tied. He can only either sell the defaulter up, or let him go scotftee. — 

hat is needed is that the Collector should be allowed to adopt some inter- 
mediate course. As he is allowed to use his discretion in the matter of sale, 
there seems no reason why he should not be permitted to use it in the lesser 
matter of imposing fines (vithin certain prescribed limits) for default. 1f the 
late amendment Bill had been confined to this one point, it would probably 
have been accepted without opposition, and we should have had an easy 
solution, satisfactory to landlords and District Officers alike, of a much vexed 
question. The rest of the Aet might have safely been left alone. 

199. . Working of the Certificate Procedure.—The total number of certifi- 
cates filed during the year was 49,157 — 43,937 in the preceding year. 
The total number of cases disposed of during the year was 44,448, or 74:7 
per cent. In 11,235 cases payment was made on issue of notice, in 22,672 
cases on attachment of property, while the number of cases in which recourse 
to actual sale was necessary was 727. In 821 cases demands were paid on 
issue of warrants against the person. In 11 other cases the debtors were 
imprisoned. In seven of these cases the debts were paid, but in four cases 
the debtors had to be released without making payment. 

200, Grant for improvements in Government Estates.—A total sum of 
Rs. 20,614 was expended under this head in the three districts of Patna, Gaya, 
and Shahabad, and Rs. 58 in Darbhanga, Among the items of expenditure 
may be mentioned Rs. 3,975 for constructing tanks and wells, Rs. 1,689 spent 
on irrigation and embankments, Rs. 9,957 on agricultural Public Works, and 
Rs, 6,051 on sanitary and other improvements. 

301. Settlements.—The total number of cases for disposal during the 
year was 148; of these 88 were for settlement of estates belonging to Govern- 
ment, and 60 for estates belonging to oprietors. The number of cases 
disposed of was 67, viz. 2 origi al settlements, 29 resettlements, and 36 
summary settlements. Besides these, seven cases were struck off, and the 
rest, 74 cases, wore pending at the close of the year. The net increase of 
revenue obtained by the settlements and resettlements effected during the 
year amounted to Rs.4,193. This does not include the settlements under the 
control of the Director of Land Records. 

202. Land Registration.—There were 31,111 cases for disposal, of which 
22,620 were disposed of, showing an increase of 1,476 cases over the figures 
of the precoding year. The survey and settlement pepcoatings in the districts 
of Muzaffarpur and Saran continue to bring to ight a certain number of 
cases of neglect on the part of proprietors to file anplestion’ under sec- 
tion 42, As these are deco vas the. defaulters are dealt with under the 
punitive provisions of section 65. Reports of transfers of property ‘receiv 
from Sub-Registrars and Civil Courts are now dealt with in the districts 
in a systematic manner with a view to enforce the provisions of the law. 
The proceedings in the certificate department are also fruitful in bringing to 
light cases of default, and good use is now being made of the information 
obtained from this source. 

203, The work of, rewriting register, D in the new form is well in 
progress in Muzaffarpur and Gaya, and special establishments have been lately 
sanctioned by the Board for the same purpose in the other five districts. I am 
arvanging for the work in all these districts to be carried out on a contract or 
age system instead of by ial establishments: paid by time, as has 

eon the usual practice. The result, I hope, will be increased efficiency at @ 
considerable saving in cost. The new register will, in all the districts, be 
prapesed in English, in the order of the tauzi numbers borne by the estates, and 
will be supplemented by an alphabetical index for purposes of reference. 
: ‘registers’ when completed will be invaluable in the acceleration of work 
in all the principal departments of the Collector's office. ‘There will then 
ot 










the C which in all the districts require rewriting. The first 
point to settle is the best form of this register, and especially the order in ‘which 
‘the estates in each district are to be entered in it. On’ this subject 1 have 
addressed the Board of Revenue recommending certain proposals made by the 
Collector of Muzaffarpur. 

204. Separate accounts.—The number of separate accounts opened and 
closed during the year are noted below :— 





. Opened. Closed. 
Under section 10, Act XI of 1859 at se» 1,095 79 
Ditto ll, ditto ig p: 52 ree 
: Ditto 70, Act VII (B.0.) of 187 ee 603 41 
Total es 1,750 120 


205. The total number of separate accounts remaining open at the close 
of the year was 36,790 with a revenue demand of Rs. 21,78,806 aguinst 36,063 
with arevenue demand of Rs. 21,20,141 at the close of the previous year. 
Applications for the opening of aa accounts of 427 undivided shares, 17 
specific shares, and 290 complex es remained pending at the close of the 
your. ' 
206. Partition —The number of cases pending at the close of 1893-04 
was 1,510, and the number instituted during the year of report being 264, the 
total number for disposal was 1,774. Of these 545 cases were disposed of, 
leaving 1,229 pending at the end of the year. There has been a reduction in 
the number of institutions during the past three years from 338 in 1892-93 to 
827 in 1895-94 and to 264 in 1894-95, This is owing in a great measure to the 
orders discouraging institutions in the districts where the survey operations are 
ing on, pending the conclusion of those operations, the object being to save 
the parties the cost of having their estates twice measured and a double set of 
maps and khasra papers Prepared. 
e 


207. The remarks made in raph 229 of last year’s report regardi 
the general improvement in the no of the Special Depaby Collectors 
employed in this Department still hold good. Particular attention is now 
being paid to the holding of local enquiries by these officers for the purpose of 
arranging the distribution of the property among the newly-formed estates, 
and af dikposing of objections after personal inspection of the locality. This 
is a matter of great importance, as a mistake in the initial stage necessarily 
leads to much future complication; and one can almost invariably trace the 

at delay in long pending cases to the slipshod manner in which they were 

ealt with in their early stages, sometimes 10 and 20 years ago. 

208. Land Acquisition.—Pyroceedi for the acquisition of 59 acres 2 
roods and 21 poles of Jand under Act I of 1894 for Government, Le ORRE ERS 
railways and District Boards, as per details given below, were confirmed by the 
Board of Revenue during the year under report :— 


For whom " Area of Cost of 
acquiied. ; land acquired. aequisition. 

A. ®. PF. Re. 

Government... one rein aH | 636 

Municipalities «++ Je «. Il 0 34 3,879 

Railways a nae need? 0 30 8,037 

District Boards ant 56 A OS 7. 6,339 





Total, .., 69 2 21 18,891 


fo 


The Deputy Collector, Sone Canals Revenue Division, also acquired 
2 roods and i joan ight cases at a cost of the 








210, Advances,—Orit of-a stun of Rs. 22,200 allotted ‘ bea 
distribution during the year ‘under the Land Timp vemer is is Ac 
1883, Rs. 15,300 were actually disbursed, viz. ‘Rs, 15,000 in Gaya i 
in Shahabad. Advances were not granted in other districts, as there 
applications for them. Seo ct hala 
x: 211. \ Under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act, XII of 1884, the amountallotted 

and the amount advanced are noted below :— i Cae 















Ailotred,. > Addeamews. (ch - 
i Rs. Rs. aul 

Patna as if eye 500 ogi 
i Gaya Au oe s+ 2,500 2,500 
Shahabad ses aS «5,000 1,005 
Saran Ape, ie «. 4,500 - 2197 
Champaran Re psig fi sia BPO +55, aes 
‘arpur 4 ies + 6,500 142 
Darbhanga.” ag s+ 6,000 6,000 
Total ... 25,800 11,774 


212. I am of opinion that advances by Government to raiyats in estates 
belonging to private owners should be made with great care and only after 
full enquiry, and sree in times of searcity and distress, only for the 
of substantial a1 d visib improvements, such as the construction of wells and 
other works for irrigation, &e. For such objects advances cannot be made too 
freely, But I am notin fayourof Government making advancesin ordinary years 
(except to its own raiyats) merely for such urposes as the purchasing of cattle, 
implements, seed, &c., for we have no rea rf means of assuring ourselves that 
the money is really spent for the professe object, and that it is not wasted in 
marriage expenses, litigation and so on, Where advances have been freely 
made, as has occurred in sume districts, for such purposes, it has almost invariably 
happened that the money has been squandered or used to purchase food to 
save the borrower from having to work. Large amounts have had eventually 
to be remitted, or have pale been recovered: with considerable difficulty and 
great hardship to the defaulters. What I think is that we should encourage 
real and lasting improvements as much as Possible, but for the rest, uatil we are 
in a position to set on foot a comprehensive scheme of agricultural banks, we 
must let the raiyat go to his mahajan. 

218. Bengal Tenancy Act.—The working of the various sections of the 


‘Tenancy Act in the Division during the two years 1893-94 and 1894-95 is 
-shown in the table below:— 


1893-94, 1894-96, 

1, Transfer of tenures voluntarily, section 12 (3)6 7.2) O96 918 
2. Ditto by decree sale, sections 13 (2) and 14 .., 1 sak 
8. Ditto ‘by succession, section 15 Des ee 7 5 
4. Commutation of rent, section 40’ ore waa: y ee ee 1l 
5. Appraisement of uce where rent is paid in 

kind, sections 69 and 70 ais aps 292 835 
6. Registration of improvements ; Ae 76 76 
7. Certificates of Collectors as to acquisition of land 

for building and other Purposes, section 84 ,,, 3 1 
8. Notices of resumption of land by landlords, 

section 47 (2) Ae AY. ai 901 —-1,088 
9. Applications made for a record 

rights under Chepeat urd hed on sa Sry 
10, iri 

ee _ oy order of a ring Bs in 


“11. Written permission to landlords to measure lands 
under Suan 90 mh i wer 





| “The marked decrease under section 12 3) is due to th dhovchat = is. ys 
_ are now not required to be served on landlords in cases Prvsetiinnal : Misc 
_ oecupancy rights or of fractional interests of tenants, “ght 


ci reas 









lling off in the number of “ commutation of rent payable in 

1” occurs entirely in te lector, Mr. Macpherson, : ioe rae' that 
as a matter of fact both landlords and tonants in that district prefer the bhaoli 
system, which is the natural outcome of its physical features, and that the 
applications filed are only af indirect means of obtaining settlement of disputes 
which it is the function of the Civil Court to decide. A full report on this 
subject was submitted to Government in this office No. 68R., dated 6th 
November 1893. 

215. The increase under the head “ Appraisement of produce when the rent 
is paid in kind” is due to there having been a larger number of such a plica- 
tions in Gaya, where the bhaoli system extensively prevails. Resort is had to 
this procedure only in cases of dispute either between landlords and tenants, 
or among the co-landlords themselves. 

216. Of the 1,083 “notices of resumption of land by landlords,” 352 and 
699 belong to Saran and Champaran, respectively, against 1 in Shahebad, 26 in 
Muzaffarpur, and 5in Darbhanga. The prevalence of these cases in Champaran 
was explained in paragraph 232 of last year’s report. ‘The increase during the 
past year in Saran has not been explained by the Collector. He will be asked 


to do so. ‘ 

217. Of the 7 applications made for a survey and record of rights under 
Chapter X, 5 were in Shahabad and 2 in Saran, 

218, Relations of landlords and tenants.—In the north-east of the Darbhanga 
district there were somewhat serious disputes between Raja Rameshwar Singh 
Bahadur and his raiyats, which led to the committal to the Sessions of some of 
the Raja’s servants on charge under sections 379, 148, 325, Indian Penal Code. 
The case ended in uittal, but the fact of the existence of the dispute is 
not questioned. Mr. Macpherson, the Collector of Gaya, remarks as follows:— 

““There was no general question which led to differences between land- 
lords and tenants during the year either in the district as a whole or on any 
considerable individual estate. As usual, however, strained relations existed in 
particular villages, but there are certain zamindars who have acquired so great 
an influence over their tenants that they are able to behave very exactingly 
towards them without the risk of their complaining.” 

The past year does hot present any eeaenel features in regard to this 
question. Judging from the fewness of cases of open rupture, the relations of 
landlord and tenant may be said to be on the whole of a peaceful nature. 

219. Cadastral survey operations in Bihar.—In Gaya the survey and settle- 
ment of the Tikari Ward’s estate continued in full swing. In the Tikari estate 
the total number of villages to be dealt with, is 542 with an area of 387 square 
miles. Of these, 441, with an area of 319 square miles, had been both surveyed 
and khanapuried up to the close of the preceding year, and 82 villages, with 
an area of 55 square miles, were similarly dealt with during the year under 
report. The attestation work was begun in the estate during the year, and 
carried out in 434 villages with an area of 213 square miles, and the draft record 
was published in 316 of these. Advantage was also taken of the presence of 
the professional survey party to bring under survey and settlement <8 Govern- 
ment estates comprising 111 villages, which had not been surveyed or settled 
for a considerable period. Of these, 108 villages, covering an area of 67 square 
miles, were traversed before the close of the year, and 88 of them were 
cadastrally surveyed ¥ tom 

‘ 220. In i isaltaspise the outturn of work during the year is noted 
ow :— 





Villages, Fields. Sq. miles. 
Surveyed mab 1,654 1,795,905 1,217 
Khanapuried ee 2,009 2,414,341 1,455 


The survey and record-writing of the district has almost been com leted, 
leaving only 430 square miles for the uext field season. The Settlement Officers 
altested the record of 712 villages covering an area of 376 square miles. 
During the recess, from May to October 1894, the officers were employed in 
disposing of case-work and copying, comparing, and preparing indexes of the 
records of villages which had been attested, a ane 











square miles in the west of the” 


221, In Darbhanga the Bihar Ondastral Survey Party traversed 518 


‘subdivision, — 


222, The following table shows the work done during the year in 
Sq. miles. 
Traverse survey 178 
Cadastral survey 1,101 
Record-writing 678 
Attestation 361 
Draft publication 879 
‘Final publication 379 


Besides the above, 334 boundary disputes were instituted during the year 
and 283 were disposed of. ‘Three hundred and four cases for the settlement 
of fair rent were instituted, of which 188 were decided. 

223. In Saran the following work was done during the last survey season :— 


Villages. Fields. Sq. miles. 
Survey 1,260 810,717 649 
Khanapuri ees 1,229 776,572 527 


XVIIL—ATTACHED ESTATES, INCLUDING COURL OF WARDS. 


224, There were, at the close of the previous year, 17 estates under the 
management of the Revenue authorities in this Division, and during the year 
of report two new estates, viz., (1) that of the sons of the late Nawab Amir Ali 
of Barh, and (2) the Maghra estate in Bihar, were tuken in charge. Thus 
there were 19 estates under the management of the Revenue authorities at the 
close of the year of report. 

225. The estate of the late Nawab Amir Ali of Barh was taken in charge 
under Government order No. 5529L.R,, dated 11th December 1894, on the 

lication of his sons, Maulvyis Syud Ashrafuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur, 
Afzaluddin Ahmad, and Mr. Ashanuddin Ahmad, c.s., under section 6(e) of 
Act 1X (B.C.) of 1879, as amended by section 3 of Act IV of 1892, they having 
been declared, on their own application, to be disqualified to manage their 
estates. 

226. The Maghra estate was taken in charge under the Board’s order 
No. 139A., dated the 6th February 1895, on the death of its proprietor, Babu 
Mohadeo Prashad Singh, leaving a minor son, named Rajkishore Proshad Singh, 
now aged a year and a few months. 

227. The total rent and cess demand of the 19 estates realisable during 
the year amounted to Rs, 29,638,635, é.¢., Re. 15,29,954 arrear and Rs. 14;33,681 
current. The collections amounted to Rs. 13,16,150, and the remissions sanc- 
tioned during the year to Rs. 2,49,854, thus leaving a balance of Rs, 13,91,511 
unrealised at the close of the year, the percentage of total collections on current 
demand being 91°8. 

228. The whole of the Government demand of revenue and cesses due 
from these estates, amounting to Rs. 4,03,648, was realised during the year; 
and out of Rs. 83,864 due to superior landlords for current and arrear demands, 
Rs. 76,997, or 91-8 per cent., were paid, leaving a balance of ts, 6,741 still due 
at the close of the year. The bulk of this balance, amounting to Rs, 5,583, is 
due by two estates, Mobarak Hussain’s in Saran and Paigumberpur in 
Darbhanga, and could not be adjusted owing to the confused state in which the 
accounts were left by the late proprietors. 

_ 229, The total receipts of all the estates, including opening balance, 
interest on Government securities, debts recovered, &e., amounted to Rs, 21,02,709, 
_and the total expenditure to Rs. 18,96,382, of which Ks. 4,56,950 were on account 
of debts paid, Rs. 2,63,441 on account of sie. vay charges, Rs. 2,50,100 for 
maintenance of SRE and their families, Rs. 1,27,147 were expended on 
Amprovements, and Ks, 3,18,099 on miscellaneons expenses, which include Govern- 
ment rates, municipal and income taxes, investnients and suspense accounts. 
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Rs. 3gi79 were paid during the year, of which Rs. 19,685 were on account of 
incipal and Rs, 18,494 interest. The debt could not be further reduced 
the year of report, as, owing to unfavourable harvests, the time was 
not considered by the Collector propitious for puttin up. any of the estate 
villages for sale during the year; and, although this has since been done, the 
oe prices except in a few minor cases, could not be obtained, I have asked 
Collector what he proposes, under the circumstances, should now be done. 
. _ 231. The education of the minors was well looked after during the year 
and proper care was taken of their health, ; 
232. The condition of the tenantry on estates under direct management 
continued generally satisfactory. 


XIX.--EXCISE. 


233. The revenue under this head again shows an increase, the total 
excise revenue inthe year of report being Rs. 26,44,363 against Rs. 26,33,379 in 
1893-94 and Ks. 24,91,128 in 1892-93, thus showing an increase of Rs. 10,984 
and Rs. 1,53,234 over the two preceding years respectively. 

234. I find that this nals is more than accounted for by the large in- 
crease under one head, viz., ‘Country spirit,” which alone gave an increase of 
Rs. 59,570, There has been an increase also under each of the heads “ Opium,” 
“Charas,” and “ Miscellaneous” of Rs, 3,288, Rs. 971, and Ks, 218, respective- 
ly, the remaining heads showing a total decrease of Rs. 53,063. 

235. The increase under the head “Country spirit” was obtained in all 
the districts, except Champaran, where it showed a decrease frow Rs. 1,20,677 to 
Rs. 1,10,069, or of Rs. 10,608. This falling off is, however, more nominal than 
real, being mainly attributable to the fact that the advance fees of most of the 
outstills were credited into the treasury before the close of the previous year. 
lt is also partly due to the abolition of an outstill during the year of report. 
The general explanation of the increase in the other districts is that the taste for 
cheap distilled liquor is gradually superseding that for tari, the revenue from 
which has fallen off during the year of report from Rs. 5,86,355 to Rs. 5,71,778, 
or by Rs. 14,577. One reason for this seems to be that date and palm juice is 
not available in all seasons of the year. In Gaya the weak beverage known as 
khasia liquor is manufactured at the distillery and sold at a price only slightly 
higher than that obtained in outstills, the ordinary price bemg 4 pice a quart 
bottle. In the first year of the introduction of this liquor (1893-94) the total 
quantity of liquor passed out rose to 24,584 gallons London-proof from 14,360 
gallons in the previous year, and during the year of rt it has again risen to 
28,153 gallons. The low cost at which a “skinfull” of this liquor can be had 
is said to make it a dangerous competitor of tari. I am inclined, however, 
myself to think that the lately introduced tree-system has a good deal to do 
with the falling off in the tari revenue. 

236, The increase of Rs. 3,288 under the head of Opium has occurred 
simultaneously with a severe fever epidemic. Possibly the medical evidence 

iven before the late Royal Commission has come to the ear of the native 
irajes and their patients. 

237, The decrease of Rs. 53,063 is made bP. almost wholly by the falling 
off under two heads, viz. Ganja (Rs. 38,231) and Tari (Rs, 14,577). The latter 
‘has been noticed above. Under the head of Ganja the decrease occurs in five 
districts, viz. Patna (Rs. 19,143), Gers (Rs. 3,726), Saran (Rs. 7,830), © 
Champaran (Rs. 8,995), and Darbhanga (Rs. 2,177). The decrease is generally 
attributed to a falling off in consumption due to the failure of the crop in 
Rajshahi and the consequent rise in price, to say nothing of the bringing into 
use of a certain quantity of old ganja, which would, under the rule, have been 
destroyed, but which nevertheless had to be issued to consumers, unsuited 
though it was to their taste. In Shahabad the réyenue was kept up to the 


former ‘by the demand of the drug from the North-Western Provinces, — 
_to which large exportations were made from this district, while the increase of 












Rs, 8,061 in Muzaffarpur is attributed to the influx of a num sg 
addicted to its use from the North-Western Provinces in connection with the 
survey and settlement operations. gets bidet aaricngi 

338. During the year under report private distillery for the manufac- 
ture of rum and rectified spirits was licensed to Mr. Edward J. Lacey, Manager 
of the Sugar Refinery at Sakri in Darbhanga. By the end of the year the 
Manager exported to the Calcutta Custom House 8,282 gross gallons of spirit, 
Foe mg with Rs. 57,680 as duty, at Rs. 5 a gallon London-proof. The 
distillery is expected to do in time an extensive business. 

239. The following figures show the number of persons arrested durin 
the last two years for offences aguinst the Excise and Opium laws :— . 


Number. 
Disrrier. a 
1893-94. 1894-95. 

Patna ice meee: Fs 122 
Gaya ts eeriaas | | 67 
Shahabad a th 59 50 
Saran oat ow 76 66 
Champaran i soe, OD 69 
Muzaffarpur ‘on yet bE 75 
Darbhanga bas xe AUP 52 

Total Sse SOD 501 


There was a falling off in all the districts, notably in Champaran, 
Darbhanga, Gaya, and Muzaffarpur. Frequent changes of officers and want of 
energy on the part of the detective staff are, I fear, the real explanation, though 
one Collector (Gaya) attributes the result to ene pad sentences in the past. 

240. The figures below show the number of prosecutions for druskenness 
in the municipalities in each district during the last two years:— 


District. 1893-94. 1894-95. 
Patna ib oon, (nba 449 
Gaya nie .. 100 87 
Shahabad =~ wes Ke 97 152 
Saran ive ae 98 140 
Champaran _ ude 7 6 
Muzaffarpur ose se mee. Ef) 85 
Darbhanga Sas _ 95 67 

Total ao, Agee 986 


The increase in these prosecutions in Shahabad and Saran is attributed to 
greater activity on the part of the police. There seems no reason to suppose 
that there has been any sudden improvement in morality in the other districts, 
and the only inference is that the municipal police there have been more than 
usually lethargic. 


XX.—STAMPS. 


241. The total revenue derived from the sale of stamps and court pa 
during the year under report was Rs. 20,62,880 against Rs. 20,70,584. in 
1893-94 and Rs. 20,20,551 in 1892-93, showing a decrease of Rs. 7,754 as 
compared with the preceding year, and an increase of Rs, 42,279 as compared 


02-03. Tho following statement 


shows the revenue derived 


1 the sale of each kind of stamp in the year of report and the previous 


1893-94. | 1894-95, Therease. 


Oourt-foes re + | 18,48,896 | 18,77,379 
Stamps for copies.., eee 1,02,755 1,03,595 
Impressed sheets .., A 5,54,995 5,19,945 eave 35,050 
Receipt stamps... bd 17,165 17,484 seueas 
Notarial wee ; 8&8 76 Sakioe 

20,467 18,168 
26,221 26,183 


20,70,584 20,62,830 








Net 7,754 
———— eB, 
Unlike last year, when there was a diminution, there has been an increase 
during the year under report of sale of court fees (judicial) stamps. In 
1892-93 sales of these stamps yielded a revenue of Rs. 13,54,409, in the year 
following the sales fell off to “Rs. 13,48,896, but in the year of report the 
revenue again rose to Rs. 13,77 ,379, showing a net increase of Rs. 28,483 and 
Rs. 23,970 respectively over the two previous years. The largest increase 
occurred in Muzaffarpur, where it amounted to Rs, 31,968, oe the largest 
decrease was in Shahabad, amounting to Rs. 9,141. The inerease in Muzaffarpur 
is mainly due to stampsto the value of Rs. 20,946 having been bought in one case 
for a certificate of administration. 'The survey and settlement operations are also 
said to have contributed to the increase both fore and in Champaran te 7,003), 
There was-an increase also in Patna (Rs. 4,937) and Darbhanga (R 
due in both districts to the institution of a larger number of title su 
the year. The falling off in Shahabad is attributed to a temporary cessation 
of suits during the year of report in the Dumraon Raj estate pending the com- 
pletion of mutation proceedings after the late Maharaja’s death. There was a 
decrease also in Gaya (Rs. 6,274) and in Saran (Rs, 7 ,939), owing to a less number 
of civil suits of higher value having been instituted during the year in each 
district. The revenue from impressed sheets (non-judicial) on the other hand 
shows a not decrease of Rs. $5,050. ‘The largest decrease, amounting to 
Rs, 14,337, occurred in Shahabad, where there were fewer bonds executed during 
the year owing to a fair outturn of crops which obviated the necessity of contract- 
ing mortgage loans. ‘The same satis actory explanation is given of the falling 
off in Patna (Rs, 1,205), Champaran (Rs. 11,541), Muzaffarpur (Rs. 11,544), and 
Darbhanga (Rs. oth The Collector of Champaran further states that transac- 
tions of this kind foll off owing to the survey and settlement operations in 
“Nagi in his district, but he does not explain how he arrives at this result, 
he only districts which show an increaso: of receipts from impressed non- 
i stamps are Saran and Gaya, the increase in them being Rs. 6,438 and 
Ks. 311 respeetively. “The Collector of the former has not given any reason 
for the:increase, except that there were more deeds executed during the year. 
Mr. Maepherson, of aya, attributed the small increase in his district partly to 
the grant of more ‘arm licenses, and partly to the increase in the number of 
revenue agents and muktears in Gaya, and the consequent sale of a larger 
number of certificate stamps. The small increaso of Rs. 319 under the head 
t stamps” is shared by I) the districts, except Gaya and Champaran. 
The falling off of Rs, 2,299 in the saie of “Hund stamps” is shared by all the 
districts, except. Gaya, where there has been an increase of Rs, 275. The 
( ‘is ascribed generally to’ dulnoss of trade and to the increased popularity 
of the “money-order system. , The increase of Rs. 275 in Gaya is said to be due 
‘the establishment of a loan office there during the year. , 
_ 242. There were 452 eases of unstamped or insufficiently stamped docu- 
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of report against 488 cases detected in the preceding year. The amount’ of 
duty and penalty realised was Rs, 4,991 against Rs. 5,358 in 1893-94. 0 

243. The number of prosecutions instituted for breaches of the Warn err 
was 69, in which 77 persons were brought te trial against 93 cases, in which 104 
persons were brought to trial in the preceding year. Of the 77 persons brought 
to trial during the year of report, 72 were convicted and 5 were acquitted. The 
fines imposed during the year amounted to Rs. 794. 1 observe that no rewards 
were paid in any district. The attention of the District Officers will be called 
to this matter. 

244. During the year of report stamps worth Rs. 575-15 disappeared 
from the Darbhanga treasury. ‘The stamp wuharrir was prosecuted and 
sentenced under sections 409, 465, and $$$ of the Indian Penal Code to five 

ears’ rigorous imprisonment by the Court of Sessions, but he was acquitted by 
the High Court on appeal. The value of stamps misappropriated was, however, 
realised from the treasurer, and he was at the same time dismissed for general 


incompetency. 
XXI.—INCOME-TAX. 


245. The following statement compares the financial results of the last 
two years in this Division:— 





— 
Disreicr. Nomber | Percentage| N' 
of collec- 

tion on 
demand, 











Re. 

Patna 1,982 67,251 
Gaya 2,378 65,206 
Shahabad 1,404 89,086 
Chan ion | asipol 
wnpsran 90 
Muratiarpur 2389 4,45 
Darbhanga 2,373 63,763 

Total 14,950 | 4,19,104 | 4,07,882 


The statement shows a total increase of 351 assessees and of Rs, 7,185 in 
the final demand and a slight improvement in the percentage of collections. 

‘The increase in the number of assessees occurred in all the districts, except 
Shahabad and Darbhanga. Gaya shows the largest increase of 238 persons 
against an increase of 159 persons, mostly under Part IV. Patna and Muzaffar- 
pur come next with increases of 49 and 41 respectively. 

The final demand increased in four out of the seven districts, %.c. in Patna, 
Gaya, Shahabad, and Saran, the increase being Rs. 11,849; the other three 
districts, i.e. Champaran, Muzaffarpur, and Darbhanga, showing a decrease of 
Rs, 4,714. 

There was therefore a net increase of Rs, 7,185 in the Division during the 
year under report, or of nearly 2 per cent. The largest increase was in Patna 
and Gaya, being 10°4 and 5°6 per cent. respectively. The largest decrease was 
in Champaran, and is due to the fact that in the preceding year one assessee’s tax 
was temporarily enhanced from Rs, 723 to Rs. 4,516 on account of his having 
received accumulated interest of above two lakhs from one of his debtors, but it 
was again reduced to Rs. 729 during the year of report. The decrease in Dar- 
phanga is said to be partly due to the transfer to other districts of the assessment 
against several assessees. But it is certain that the work there was not well 
done, and the Deputy Collector has been called to account. 

The collections amounted to Rs. 4,14,979, or 97°4 por cent., on the final 
demand, The percentage of collections on the final demand reached the pre- 
scribed standard of 95 per cent. in all the districts, except Darbhanga, which fell 
short of it by 3°8. It will be observed that collections were best in Patna and 
Gaya, where there was also the largest increase in the final demand. 

216. The outstanding balance on account of tax, penalties, and costs at the 
close of the year under report amounted to Rs, 18,051, Darbhanga and 
Muzaffarpur showing the largest balance, principally due to the late disposal of 
objectious and to late assessment. oa aati: 
_ 247. The population of the Division being 15,793,854, the — 

incidence of the tax was Re. 1 to every 37 persons st 87 persons” 
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ar, In the several districts the average number of persons assessed 
rupee of tax was as follows:— ised ay 





y Maso +: 24 against 26 in the preceding year. 
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As in the preceding year, the incidence was highest in Patna, being Re. 1 
_ to-every 24 persons, and lowest in Sahahabad, where it was Re. 1 to every 52 


248. The following statement shows the number of objections filed during 
the year 1894-95 as compared with those of the preceding year :— 





Of the total number, 2,668, filed during the year of report, 1,801 relate to 
the areas selected in the different districts for revision during the year under 
re tn 867 to the areas in which the previous year’s assessments were 
adopted. 

Pas in the previous year, Gaya shows by far the highest percentage of 
objections to assessments. The ved number of objections and the gas 
proportion of successful objections in Gaya appear to me to be due to two chief 
causes, viz., (a) the system of serving every assessee with a special notice in 
form L, and thus bringing his liabilit prominently to each person’s notice in 
good time, and (4) the fact that the Sistrict of Gaya is already, as compared 
with the other Bihar districts, somewhat heavily assessed. Ihave notice this 
matter fully in my Income-tax Report. The percentage of successful objections 
in Gaya was also very high, viz. 45°6 against 21:4 per cent. in the previous 
year. Over-zeal on the part of the assessor, no doubt, had something to do 
with this, but at the same time the Collector notices that the percentage was 
higher in the cases from the unrevised than from the revised areas, which points 
to the fact of the previously high assessment being a principal factor in the 
resul 


t. 

In Darbhanga and Saran the percentages of successful objections were 
also high. In Darbhanga the cause is probably due to bad work generally in 
the department, and in Saran to cause b) above. 


249, Penalties to recover arrears of tax imposed in each district during 
the last two years were as shown below :— 


Disrricr, | 1893-94. | 1894-95. 
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Ciéthive ‘meas ca were rosortedtn tk dll the disitiota districts of 
particularly in Gaya and Muzaffarpur, as in cap Fgh Fa 5 
iven for this in Tast ear’s report still appear to hold, It is satisfactor 
ay in Patna, where collections were best, coercive measures were least 
resorted to, ip at eee ah 
251. The unpopularity of the fax is as great as ever, but the assessoes pay 

it, without open complaint, as a necessary evil. sortie arena 
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XXIE—MONETARY ARRANGEMENTS. 

252. As reported in previous years, in the native bazars and among the 
people themselves, the copper coins ines are lohia or Gorackpuri pice. Reon 3 
ment copper coin is received only from the post office and municipalities and 
from the public in payment of Government dues. The value of the Gorackpuri 
pice varies in the different districts and at different seasons. During the past 
year its exchange value in Gaya was about the same as in the previous year, 
viz. from 96 to 108 per rupee, while in other RE it ranged from 104 to 112. . 

253. Currency notes to the value of Rs. 28,02,195 were received from 
the public in payment of Government dues, and of Rs. 16,21,750 in exchange 
for silver, against notes to the value of Rs, 33,87,855 in payment of public dues, 
and to the value of Rs. 18,39,805 in exchange for silver received in the previous 
year. The value of currency* notes issued to the public in payment of 
Government dues and in exchange for silver amounted to Rs, 27,39,810 and 
Rs. 18,75,715 against Rs. 25,14,590 and Rs. 18,99,550 respectively in the 
previous year. 

254. There were seven prosecutions under'the Metal Tokens Act—all in 
the district of Champaran. The transactions of the Post Office Savings Banks 
and payment and issue of money-orders will be found in section XXXII of 
this report. 

XXITI.—RAILWAYS AND OTHER PUBLIC WORKS, 


255. The working of the portion of the East Indian Railway im the 
districts of Patna and Shahabad was satisfactory. Among the improvements 
which were made on the Company’s lines in ‘these districts may be mentioned— 

(1) Two latrines were built, one at Mokameh for railway passengers, 
and the other at Bankipore for menial servants of the Company. 

(2) Arrangements were made for supplying ‘filtered water to carriages 
and passengers at Dinapore. 

(3) A Protestant Church was opened at Dinapore for the use of ‘the 
Conipany’s servants. 

256. Thero were 22 railway accidents in the Patna district during the 
year against 32 in the previous year. In these 17 persons were killed, 
other 5 being cases of suicide. In the Shahabad district there were 14 railway 
accidents during the year, in which 7 persons were killed. In each case it 
appears to have been the victim's own fault. Crossing the line in front of trains 
and jumping out, or trying to get into trains in motion were the causes of all 
the accidents involving loss of life. : 

One native driver was punished judicially. 


Parna-Gaya Rareway. 


257. No steps have yet been taken for improved accommodation of third 
class passengers to meet the pressure during pilgrimage seasons. Complaints of 
want of punctuality in the running of trains still continue, and the mails for 
Calcutta, as noticed last year, are still detained at Bankipore for about four 
hours. A new railway station was opened at Tehta, between Mokhdumpur and 
Jahanabad, towards the close of the year. 


Brexaau and Nortu-Wesrren anp Tiraut Stare Rarmways. 


| _, 208. Three persons were killed and two were wounded by railway accidents. 

_ in the Muzaffarpur district, and there were six accidents:in which ie 

_ in the Darbhanga district. The most serious of these occurred at Dulsi 

_ Sarai on the 19th October, in which three persons were or died 

~ wards from their injuties) and 11 others were wounded. The ‘ne 
a collision between a passenger and 
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the accidents was due to the negligence of a gateman, who was punished 
departmentally, the evidence being insufficient for a criminal prosecution. No 
cidents are reported from Champaran or Saran, 

259. The Magistrates of Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga still complain of 
the insufficient accommodation for third class passengers during times of large 
gatherings, of want of acca in the running of trains, and of the insutii- 
cient arrangements for the supply of we sce water at some of the stations 
during the hot weather. I recognise the fact, however, that general complaints 
of this kind are not perhaps quite fair to the management, and I am asking 
the District Officers in future to bring to the notice of the Agent and Chief 
Engineer any instances of the kind which require attention. So far as my 
own experience goes, the Railway authorities are always ready to meet all! 
reasonable demands as far as lies in their ower. 

260. During the past year the Laheria Serai station at the civil head- 

quarters of the Darbhanga district has been enlarged and improved. The 
want of a waiting-room is, however, complained of, and such a room is no 
doubt very much needed for the accommodation of the numerous first and second 
class passengers attending the different courts and Government offices at that 
station. A new station was opened at Turki on the Hajipur section during 
the year. 

"961, The following statement shows the results of the working for the 
ast eight years of the joint undertaking, the Bengal North-Western and 
irhut State Railways having been worked independently up to the Ist July 

1890 and as one undertaking by the Company since that date. It will be seen 
that the amalgamation has effected a ebnsidaesble reduction of expenditure, 
the mean working ratio for the three years prior to the amalgamation in 1890) 
having been 54:7 per cent., whilst for the su sequent four years the ratio has 
been reducod to an average of 41°5 per cent.:— 








Rs. | Rs. | Bs. 
49,66,188 | 51,238,939 52,95,376 65,50,547 














rn! 40,16,826 | 41,08,400 46,01,591 
Working expenses 21, 22,20,106 | 20,76,289 | 20,28,338 19,88, 347 20,97,870 22,87,487 | 23.25.3680 
Netearnings ...) 15,32,730 | 17,87,720 | 20,832,210 | 25,73,353 | 20,77,841 $0,26,009  30,07,939 | $2,36,187 





262. Both the passenger and the goods traffic during the past year show 
a satisfactory advance over the results of 1893, as will be seen from the follow. 


ing figures :— 





Steam ferry 





Coaching Goods traffic | and miscel- Total 
Years. traffic receipts. laneous receipts. 
receipts. receipts. 
1 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 
Dash: | Rs. Rs, Rs. 
1893 . | 20,83,488 25,86,872 6,25,016 52,95,376 


1894... | 22,81,219 | 26,87:781 6,40,597 | 55,59,547 





263. The increase in the number of passengers carried in the two vears 
was from 5,058,307 in 1893 to 5,484,914 in 1894, and in general merchandise 
from tons 637,432 in 1893 to tons 688,025 in 1894, 

264. =Tramways.—Tho Patna City tramwa extends over a length of - os 
tiles, from the front of the Judge’s to the Patna ‘City. An ne Pate ene 
the settlement of the misunderstanding between the Company and the 


pipe es 
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Municipal Commissioners were noticed in Pa 304 of last year’s. 
Po in which the line Pe Tmt however, still the subject ( 
complaint, and the Company have sever times been fined by the City Magis. 
trate for using horses unfit for work; the carriages are reported to be xicketty 
and the roadway in bad repair, ; 
265. The income of the Company was Rs, 38,531-7-3 against 
Rs. 37,426-15 of the previous year, w the orpend iture during. the Fond 
amounted to Rs, 32,433-7-1 against 31,299-3 9 the vious year, show- 
ing a surplus income of Rs, 6,098 in 1894 ag against, Rs. 127. in 1893. 
266, The tramway at Dehri in the Shahabad district, ahout 7 miles in 
length, which was constructed by the Bengal Public Works Department in 
1892-93 in connection with their, quarries, continued to be used during the 
year in carrying road metal for District Board roads,and for the Grand ‘ ‘runk 
road 


267. The concession for the light feeder line of railway to the Tirhut 
State Railway from Segouli railway station to Raxaul, referred to in para- 
raph 302 of Naat year’s report, mee granted during the year by the Cl 
Diewict Board to Sir William 8, H son, K,C.LE., and an agreement, dated 16th 
March 1894, signed by the two parties, has since heen approved by Government. 
268. Regarding the proposed railway line from Lakhisarai to. Gaye, 
mentioned in paragraph 303 of last year’s, report, no further information has 
been received in my office. 8, 
269. The drainage works in Patna, noticed in paragraph 307 of last year’s 
report, have nearly heen completed, ‘I'he expendi- 
ture incurred during the year amounted to 
Rs, 1,08,768, which, added to Rs, 1,68,962 ex in the preceding year, comes 
to a total of Rs. 2,77,780 up to the close of the year under review. From.the 
point of view of sanitation the general opinion, in which I concur, is that the 
scheme so far has been of little or no benefit, owing to the absence of any 
means for flushing the drains; and I see no hope of improving matters until the 
Patna City has been ided with an efficient system of water-works. This 

' matter was pressed apethe attention of the Municipal Commissioners by His 
Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General on the occasion of his recent 
visit to this district, and I am glad to say that they appen to be giving heed to 
His Excellency’s advice, for I understand that they haye the question of 
raising a fund or a loan for the purpose under consideration, 

270. The experiments made in the bed of the river Phalgu for supply- 
ing pure water to the town of Gaya were carried 
out during the year, with the result of proving that 

excellent drinking water in sufficient quantity can‘in all probabi ity be pro- 
cured from this source. A rough estimate.of the probable. cost of the work, 
amounting to Rs. 6,00,000, has been prepared by Mr. C. A. Mills, Inspector 
of Works, The estimate and the connected reports are being printed. 

271. The survey of the town of Gaya required for the above scheme as 
well as for its improved drainage has been continued during the year under 
report. " , 

2 272. The Surajkund tank in the heart of the city of Gaya was partially 
cleansed during the year at a cost of Rs. 1,300 out of a sum of Rs. 2,400 con- 
tributed by Babu Chhota Lal Sijwar, c.u2., for the purpose. 

273. The Arrah water-works were completed on the 23rd April 1894, 

kites wikibdnnss: on which date they were formally opened by His 

. .,.. Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Ben - The 

works were inspected by the Engineer to the Sanitary Board in March last, 
who has sent in a favourable report. The machinery is allin goodorder. ‘I'wo 
of the settling tanks have been temporarily put out of use, as were leaking. 
They will be brought into use again as’ soon as the river rises. This tem- 
porary disuse of the two tanks does not, however, in any way affect the supply 
of clear water, asthe remaining two answer all requirements; the river water 
being clear scarcely requires settlement. The amount of filtered water. drawn 
off at the standposts is 120,000 gallons per diem, which is equal to about 4 
ioe ey eee is 
wo eee sue works up to date have cost. Rs, 3,81,503, They are reportec 
now $obe im thoroughly good working onder, yy a an 


Patna drainage works. 


Gaya water-works, 
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Patna and ia only embankment, in these districts 


tu} yy QTbs: ; 









is the 


Netting atts) ACPA Sakri embankment, situated at t trijunetion of the 


Vth 


HAi% 


districts of Monghyr, Gaya, and Patna, | The wain- 


tenance charges were very small, amounting to only Rs. 146 in the former and 


Rs. 9 in the latter. 

276. Saran.—There is only one public embankment in this district, viz, 
the Gundak embankment, which is maintained by the Public Works Department 
under contract rates levied by the Collector from the roprietors of the estates 
Protected under section 63 of the Embankment Act. The embankment was pro- 
perly ee during the year of report. The financial results during the year 


. are shown below 


of Rs, 18,899 at tho end. of the previous 


inn 





Arrea Collections | 
ehoeisd: Macs Total. pa the! Balance. 
Rs. R Rs. Rs R 


8. 
13,561 





8. ° 
12,756 | 28,900 | 36,656 | 23,095 





— 








277. Champaran.—In this district also the only public embankment is the 
Gundak embankment mentioned in the preceding para raph. During the year 
under report the Gundak river encroached considerably on the 80th to Sond 
miles of the embankment near the village of Dhahaha. This has necessitated 
& new retired line, for which a declaration under the Land Acquisition Act has 
been issued. The work was to be completed before this year’s rainy season, 
T have not yet heard whether this intention has been carried out. 

278. The expenditure incurred on this embankment during the year was 
Rs. 19.361 against Rs, 29,789 of the preceding year, 

279. The gap between the Gundak and the Turki embankments, a length 
of 1,200 feet, was closed up by the construction of an embankment with a sluice 
in the channel leading to the Baye nala at a cost of Rs, 10,833, of which 
Rs, 4,866 were spent during the year. 

280. Sanction of Government has also been obtained for the construction 
of a sluice gate at Barharwa near the 52nd mile of the embankment. 

281. The financial results of the administration of the Gundak embank- 
ment in the Champaran district are shown in the following statement :— 





282. Mi In the Muzaffarpur district there are bwo li f 
sasbiah fades See the Gundak, ewig mentioned, and the Turki 1 ' 
former, as stat ne is porno under the Sentract, inal under the 
takavi system. Both em ents were properly maintain ughout the 

ear, Sows damage was done to the ‘Turki embaukmont be the floods of the 
Bag i, which necessitated extensive repairs, 
"288; The net demand on account of fhewe onibankments (arrear and 


current) was Ks, 22,203, Of this Rs. 15,197 were ected and Rs. 3 remitted, 
Matias ductind ‘of Rs, 7,003 as compared with a similur balanoe 












Pa 284. Darbhanga.—In eer. 1 the Gundak and the Ganges embank- 
i ments continued to be maintained on the contract and takavi ‘systems 
De respectively Y . IGOR 
285. ‘The subjoined table compares the cost of maintenance and recoveriés 

in respect of each system during the last two years :— > 




































| Nite Demand ‘ wa oy 
Year. Embankment. of last er4 et Total. ner Balance.| of rw “ 
¥ | a | year. . 
fem? @untak’” i 11 | 9,119 | 8780 | 2,269) 9.401 396 
1898-96 Ganyes s rs Pet: 6,479 | 7.182) 4018] 3.169] — 65°8 
verage. 
Total... 7,598 | 12,912 | 6,282 | 6630, 486 
Gundak ow (7 gae1 |} 2119 | 6,580 | 2,286 | 3,204 40°96 
1894-95 BS Ganges. 3,8 3414] 6700 | 4,908} 1792| 7818 
Averyre. 
Total ...| 6,747 | 6,638 | 12,280 | 7,194 | 5,086 50°68 











There has thus been a slight improvement in the collections during the year 
under review. 


he ' v¥6, There was no complaint made during the year as to the working of: 
en bake the canals in this Division. ‘They coutinued to be 
igen. of great service to the agriculturists lhe follow- 


iat ing table compares the area irrigated and the financial working of the Sone 
Canals in Patna, Gaya, and Shababad during the last three years :— 








j ——e———eeeeeeeeeeeoeooooes—S—S ——— —— 
‘Total demand, including 


arrears (exclusive of miscel- Sornentece | at collec 
neous deman \. 


Total collection. | Remission. { Balance. 















It will be seen that the total area irrigated was 63,786 acres less than in 
1892-93 and 47,837 acres less than in 1893-94, the reason being the ter 
abundance of the rainfall during the year under review. The total demand 
for the year, including arrears, was Rs. 7,88,763, of which Rs. 7,435,864 were 
cat Taare and the small egate sum of Ks. 4,092 was remitted, leaving a 
balance due on the Sist March of Rs. 40,807 as compared with balances of 
Rs. 87,790 and Rs. 1,01,857 in the two preceding years The result is extreme- 
ly aries to the Special Deputy Collector, who is in charge of the collections, © 
and his staff,’ REE Mahe «poke ep 
927. It has been found that the system of freely giving long leases | 

irrigation has operated in an injurious manner by inducing the cultivators in 
a vEnaee nest to the canals to convert an undue proportion of their rabi lands in 

paddy fields. Many of these are high sandy’ lands and absorb a larger quantity 
of water than is required for i pa rice lands, with the result that the area 
ly irrigable is mate ly reduced. But a greater evil than— 
in seasons of drought it es impossible to supply a 
r to villages which are further away even” for their 




























get full crops, part] dy, where they should 
uloi, while the ak avers viners get-absolutely none. 
Superintending Engineer has brought thé matter to the 
4 ineer to Government, and submitted certain proposals 
with a view to remedy the above defects. 

288. The long-outstanding claims against the guarantors under the former 

Geran Ocnats system of working these canals have recently been 

; satisfactorily adjusted, with the result that nothing 

remains due from any of them. It only now remains for the Collector to 

recover certain rates due to them from cultivators who have used the water. A 

revised notification offering leases of the different channels was published 

in the Calcutta Gazette in March last, fixing the full annual demand at Rs. 10,000, 

but I understand that no application has yet been received. These canals are 
under the direct management of the officers of the Public Works Department. 

289. This is the only canal in the semperen Giatriat, and 10,845 acres 

of land were irrigated by it during the year against 
en 8,071 acres in the preceding yoke . 

290. The damage done to the canal by the floods of 1893 was repaired 
during the year under report. The total expenditure incurred during the year 
for the maintenance and repairs of the canal amounted to Rs. 6,910. 

291. In paragraph 312 of last year’s report I noticed the action that had 

: been taken by certain District Boards in making 

Bermtiside well. use of wen 76 i ie Local Self-Government 

Act to acquire property in roadside wells along the chief traffic routes, in order 
ewasat ate) “hee maintenance and cleansing in future. A good deal 
had been done in this direction during the past Phew in some of the districts, as 
the following statement shows. I have again called the attention of the District 
Officers to this very important matter :— 
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XXIV.—COMMUNICATIONS.. 
292. The communications in the Division, generally, have been maintained 


in good order throughout the year. Fortunate 'y there was no repetition of 
the ben'y floods which oecurredin the northern districts last year, and the roads, 


which were then so seriously sey have now for the ager been repaired, 


and several of the more important ges which were washed away have been 


98. ‘The total outlay for the year under on both original and 
a was only Rs. $18,576 as compared with Rs. 10,09,562 expended 
year. thes ; Gwe bissiaits eer a bis : 
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_ 294, ‘The following table willshow the expenditurein each district on both — 
dcigimal sworke onrd vepaits, the tadgst allotments, andes peepentnge of Cia 
taro under GoAieaisel within : aioe 





j ‘ : 
- ORIGuvAL works. | Beratns. 5 Fell 






S puante [7 
rut Budge can. ed, | Budget 
allotment. rae creentage stotment. 











97-04 

































Paina 36,906 | 34,076 64,115 | 62,291 | 

Gaya 1,51,890 | 67,978 83,069 | 58,951 70-96 
Shahabad 45,456 | 44,428 88,155 | 80,618 91°45 
Soran 1,17,880 | 60,752 54,078 | 51,845 95 87 
Champaran 42,405 | 88,667 32,640 | 29,940 91°72 
Muzaffarpur 1,07,311 | 1,00,768 | 65,192 | 61,689 94:62 
Darbhanga ... |» 62,867 | 45,636 92,802 | 81,007) 87:29 






5,564,165 





3,92,305 4,80,051 | 4,26,271 





The above figures show that, with the exception of Gaya and Saran, the 
ercentage of expenditure on original works varied from 86:52 to 97°74 of the 
udget grants, When it is considered that the accounts are closed on the 31st 

March, when a considerable portion of the working season still remains unex- 
pied, this result may be taken as on the whole satisfactory. ‘I'he lowest 
percentage is in'Gaya, and tho failure to work up to the full budget grant is 
reported to be due, partly to delay in obtaining Government sanction to certain 
plans and estimates, for which provision was made in the budget, and partly to 
some of the contractors having failed to work up to time. In Saran, although 
the percentage is only 51:77 up to the end of March, the original works have 
all been completed by tixe present date. Muzaffarpur occupies the first place in 
rer for the year, having spent Rs, 1,00,768 out of an allotment of 
1,07,311, 

295. The percentage of the outlay on ir works as compared with the 
budget grants varies — 70:96 to 07-04, and no less than cos five of the 
seven districts in the Division have spent 90 per cent. of their allotments. This 
result is also satisfactory. 

, 296. The iollowing is a brief summary of the works undertaken by the 
ane a ro— in the Division. ; 

mi ._ Paina.—The important girder bridge over the Poonpoon river on the 
Putwa-Hilsa road was completed duri rng a soko: al Rs. 92,968, 
showing a largo saving on ‘the estimate. Tho metalling of the same road was 
continued during the year, and up to the present the total expenditure on 
this estimate has amounted to Rs. 88,954. ‘T'wo important bridges, commenced 
inthe preceding year over two of the branches of the Punchana river on the 16th. 
and 18th miles.of the Bibar-Bakhtiarpur.2oad, were completed during the yes 
of report. A causeway was also constructed across another branch of the 
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_ Punchana river, and the first two -miles of the Bihar-Ekangerserai road were 
metalled. With the exception of a bridge which was constructed on. the Barh. 
Sahsorah road, the other works undertaken in this district were not of sufficient 
importance to deserve separate mention. 

298. Gaya.—The three important iron girder bridges over the Daroo, 
Mohurea, and Morhur rivers on the Jahanabad-Arwal road, which were 
commenced inthe year 1893-94, were completed during the year. Tho 
estimate for the fourth girder bridge on this ne 8 over the Ghanghur nala had to 
be revised, the waterway allowed in ‘the original estimate bein considered 
insufficient, as the heavy flood of the previous year had a hate the stream 
considerably. ‘The revised estimate has received the sanction of Government, 
and the work is in progress. When this bridge is completed, there will be 
only one unbridged stream on this road, viz. the Poonpoon. The East Indian 

way have recently dismantled and rebuilt the Morhur bridge on the Patna- 
Gaya fine, and it is understood that the bridge over the Dharda at Jahanabad 

will also be reconstructed, Ifthe girders of thelatter bridge would be purchased 
at a reasonable cost, they could. be utilised in spanning the Poonpoon, and if 
this can be carried out, the very important feeder road will be bridged from end 
toend. The total cost of the’ three bridges which are already completed. ig 
Rs. 87,521. he raising and bridging of the Gaya-Shewganj road is now 
practically finished. This important line of communication cuts off a consider. 
able distance in the journey from Gaya to Aurangabad and the west of the 
district. ‘lhe amount spent up to the end of the year on raising this road wag 
Rs. 31,899, and on culverts Rs, 27,606. A girder bridge of 60 feet span has been 
constructed over the Sabinala, on the Gaya-Sherghati road, in ‘place of an old 
native-built bridge which was washed away by heavy floods a few years ago, 
The cost of this bridge was Rs. 15,888, The raising and bridging of the 
Nawada-Pakribarawan road was continued during the year, and now approaches 
completion. An important road in the south of the district, from Aurangabad 
to Moharajganj, was raised and bridged throughout. The total expenditure on 
the former of these works up to the present date has amounted to Rs. 20,042 
and on the latter Rs. 23,889. The platforms of two large bridges over the 
Jamuria and Kewali streams on the Gaya-Dandnagar road have been renewed. 
The old platforms which were of timber and very rotten have been replaced by 
iron rolled joists. Another important feeder road from Jahanabad to Husalganj 
was nearly completed during the year. The road from Jahanabad to Bandhu- 
ganj was partly raised and bridged at an expense of Rs, 16,240, and the 
metalling of the Rowsilla and Pretsilla road was commenced. This. road jis 
very largely used by the pilgrims who visit Gaya, as Pretsilla is one of the most 
important shrines in the town. This work was therefore urgently needed, and 
when completed will be a great boon to the public. The other origina] works 
carried out in this district during the rome are of minor importance. ; 
299. Shohabad.—'The budget allotments for both original works and 
repairs were fully worked up to, with the exception of one work, the raising of 
the Gurhani-Bhita road, in which instance the contractor failed to complete his 
work, The allotments for original works were, however, much sm than 
usual. This is due to the fact that the gross income duri 1894-95 wap 
Rs, 1,25,930 less than in the previous tbh The actual seaine tthe on. lst 
April 1893 was Rs. 1,40,194. Outof this amount the District Board contributed 
Rs, 1,00,000 to the Arrah water-works, which reduced the openin on 
the Ist of April 1894 to Rs. 24,600 only. Another cause which led to less 
money being available for original works was the very heavy expenditure on 
repair works, which is due to the large mileage of metalled aad in this district. 
Among the important original works which were completed during the year, the 
following deserve to be mentioned:;— 
‘The first four miles of the Sasaram-Arrah road were metalled, and the ime 
provements on the Kailwar-Baheara road were ‘continued, ‘This latter read 
connects the East Indian Railway and the head works of the Arrah water-works, 
It is being raised and metalled Prvaghoit So as to provide means of communi- 
ion at all times of the year. An important bridge over the Gurhani river was 
hewed, and the construction of the Bharauni bridge and the raising of its 
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approaches were completed. The works in connection with the improvement - 
the: 


e KailwarArrah road were also finished. Two i bridges, which are 
constructed so as to allow very heavy floods to pass over the 

Bundtoli-Bulbatra road and the Arrah-Salempur road. A bridge was also con- 
structed over the Sonadia nala on the last-mentioned road, and an inspection 
bungalow was erected at Berhampore on the Kailwar-Buxar road. ‘his bungalow 


_ was urgently required, as it is the only inspection bungalow between Kailwar 


and Buxar, a distance of about 60 miles. 

800. Saran.—The budget grant for original works in this district was 
Rs. 1,17,330, being the highest in the Division with the exception of Gaya. 
The expenditure amounted to Rs. 60,752 up to the 31st of March, and the works 
have been practically all completed since that date. ‘This is a very marked im- 
provement on last year’s work. Amongst the more important items, the follow- 
ing may be mentioned :— 

Three miles of the Chapra-Sonepur road, threo miles of the Khira-Ramkola 
road, and two miles of the Sitalpur-Makair roads were metalled. Brick side- 
drains were constructed along the sides of the road running through the Amnour 
bazar. This is a great improvement, as this portion of the road was practically 
impassable during the rains. ‘The “liks” or side tracks of the Chapra-Rewaghat 
road were raised and improved from the third to seventh miles. An important 
bridge was constructed over the Gandak river on the road from Siwan to Basant- 
pur. The raising and bridging of the Andar-Nurhan road was commenced, the 
expenditure during the year being Rs. 10,125, Work was started on the improve- 
ments of the Mirganj-‘lhaway road, This is an important road, as it connects 
the two subdivisions of Gopalganj and Siwan. The part now being raised and 
metalled was liable to be flooded during the rains. Three roads was demar- 
eated, namely, the Siwan-Siswan, Siwan-Dharauli, and Siwan-Nugwa roads. 
An important bridge was commenced at Mushruk, on the Chapra-Sutterghat 
road, to replace an old decayed wooden bridge which existed formerly. The 


_ new masonry bridge has been completed since the 31st of March. Some 13 minor 


eulverts were constructed in different parts of the district. 
301. Champaran.—Champaran is by far the poorest district in the Division 
so far as road cess collections are concerned, and the District Board was able ‘to 
budget only Rs. 42,405, of which Rs. 38,667 were expended during the year. 
The result is satisfactory. The money spent in Champaran was principally for 
small bridges on different roads in the district, and for renewing 13 culverts 
which were in a ruinous condition on the Bettiah-Bulther road, Materials were 
collected and well curbs prepared for a double 20 feet span arch bridge on the 
second mile. The Motihari-Mohsi road was improved, and 10 culverts of various 
sizes were built on the Shikarpur-Ramnagar road. Several culverts were also 
constructed on the Ramnagar-Bagaha road, and an iron bridge of 25 feet span 
was built on the Lagunoha-Bagaha road. A bridge over the Imirti river on the 
Motihari-Dhaka road was peey destroyed in last year’s floods, and three addi- 
tional spans of 25 feet each have now been added to it. Materials were collected 
for the construction of culverts on the Turkowlia-Sengaon road. An important 
bund called the Ticaha bund, which protects a large area of country from being 
flooded in the rains, was completed during the year. A causeway some 480 feet 
long, with a double 2’ 6” arch culvert in the centre, was commenced on the Dacca- 
Padmohan road, but owing to the lateness of last year’s rainy season it could 
not be carried to completion by the 3lst March. Five culverts were constructed 
on the Lowria-Shikarpur road, and several minor culverts and pipe-drains were 
built in different parts of the district. Nearly all the works budgeted for were 
completed by the end of the official year, but a few bills were not ready and 
——— = not be paid, * ; 
_ 302, Muzaffarpur.—Muzaffarpur shows the highest expendi 
— in ot 0 em for the ae. year, so far as eriainal Gonvan, heli 
great quantity of important work w i i 
rt pm si p as carried out, and the following deserve 
A portion of the Korlahia ghat road was raised above high flood level and 
metailed during the year. On the Gopinathpur road pation were con- 
structed, giving an additional 70 lineal feet of waterway, the formation of the 
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the limits of the District Bound ds were permanentl 
our masonry igen attending 150 line feet of waterway, wile 
4 rsand road, : expenditure during the year being Rs, 7,216, 
viaducts, giving 345 feet of waterway, which were com- 
i road, were completod during the year, 
et of waterway, were commenced. 
works was lis. 15,535. Fivo minor culverts were 
d, and the road was otherwise improved. On the 


_ Arizpur road masonry bridge of 9. ans of 15 feet was built over the Noon ~ 
__ Tiver, costi Rs. 12,382, imilar bx 


and a similar 
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12,38 ridge was commenced over the Dhanoha- 
asi on the J eintpurroad. At the end of the official year the masonry was com- 
i up to the springing of tho arches, Forty-eight minor culyerts were con 
acted in various parts of the district, and 22 timber-topped bridges were 

8 of tho Karlabiaghat; Pusa, Deorea, and 
materials were collected for metallin 
hat road. ‘lhe progress made in this district during the year 
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is. muggy f creditable to the District Engineer, Mr. Disvey. ‘The work is 
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3. Darbhanga.—Tho greater part of the work in this distric 
of repairing the GAAS caused by the unprecedented floods of th t 
Neg os 


‘Additions an 


of 6 spans of 36 feet each on the Darbhanga-Boheara road 

r 60, This ga. has been part] destroyed by the floods 
to, Another bridge, which was serious ly damaged on the Mach 
road, has been replaced by an iron bridge of 6 spans of 30 fee 


Rs, 22, 


ip . 


Inspector of Local Works to be as good in quality as it is in 


above referred 
ubani-Banipati 


Ace A masonry 
bridge of 5 spans of 20 feet has been constructed over the Jamuria river of 
the Samastip ape ne road in place of an old rickety timber bridge. 
Besides the above wor 8, seven new culverts were constricted during the 
year on different roads in the district, and threo culverts, which remained 


unfinished at the end of the previous ear, wero also completed. A sum of 
Rs. 6,254 was spent in surveying tho district roads ‘and roadside Jands in anti- 


vipation of the cadastral vey, 
attended to, I beliove, in a the four northern districts, 
‘bungalow was constructed at Samastipur; and materials for anot 


condition. 


her 
at Roserah) were collected. aris a aie of iar had to’ 
repairing flood damages. ‘As report 1 last y these damages were 
heayy, Sid it will take the Boatd, which is-etil heavily in debt to Gov 
some years before it will be able to restore all its roads to a 


satisfa 


oy: This is an important matter, and has been 
An inspection 
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The Collector of Darbhanga in his report’ remarks:—I- consider the state 


of the roads to be on. the whole excellent, Coming from a Ben 
they strike ono.as being very good. 1 drove over all the Samasti 
sion, part of itina carriage and: pair, and all over the Madhuban 
the , and met with no difficulty. There are “places where 


a the roads, but they aro’ the only bad parts, 
04, ) 


‘The section of the Grand Trunk Road, extending from Bhulua 
+ ch iadinv di hid to, Baroon in the Gaya district, was, under 


floods 


gal district, 
ipur subdivi- 
i and part of 


have 


chutty 


the in- 


pie eee e 2 “4 Area of aac ae by he Deccan ot 
Bengal in the Public Wor ‘ ttment, handed over by the istrict Board of 
Gay sto the Superintending Engineer, Sone Circle. ‘Tho only Provineial road, 
therctoce, which is now maintained y..* local authority is the road from Dina. 
pore Cantonment to the peg ae way ‘station at Khagovl. This road is 
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year. 
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Most of these roads are upbridged surface tracks, and I have laid it down 
as a principle that, except im special cases, the cost of the repairs should not be 
more on the averago than Rs. 10 per mile. ‘This limit, however, has been 
slightly exceeded in Saran and heavily exceeded in Patna, Muzaffarpur, and 
Darbhanga. In Muzaffarpur tho rate .per mile is practically the same as that 
of the previous year. In Patna and Darbhanga the rates of the Pe de year 
were Rs. 27:17 and Rs. 18 per mile respectively, so that a considerable reduc- 
tion has been effected in these two districts. The attention of the District 
Boards concerned will be again drawn to this matter, with a view, if possible, 
to limit the average expenditure to Rs, 10 a mile in future. In spocial cases, 
as, for instance, where any bridging is required, larger allotments can be made 
if due reasons are shown. A sum of Rs. 6,198 was spent by the District Board 
of Gaya on the improvement and muintenance of Government estate roads. 
The amount was paid to the District Board by Government as a special khas 

mahal grant. “ 
306. The total amount spent in tree-planting in the entire Division 
during tho year was Rs. 7,340, and it was distri- 


hes sen Luted as follows:— 
bape Ba. 
Patna oot ase ene 925 
Gaya Al: oF gee 1,888 
Shahabad uw ae.) ee 
Saran uh a be sper tgdOD 
Cham ees too on. of 88 
M ur : aoe wee ‘ayyeps Nil. 
Darbhanga rod eos) oe Nil. ; 
In three of the districts, namely, Patna, Gaya, and Champaran, no new 
trees were p'anted during the year, but the amounts spent were i on 


the maintenance of exis!ing trees. In Shahabad the new trees which have been 
planted ure reported to be “mostly timber wood,” by which it is understood 
that trees which will hereafter give valuable timber have been preferred to 


‘eee? 


other varieties and to fruit trees. - Re Ua Soi “ 9 
In Saran, on the other hand, most of the trees planted during the year aro 
reported to be mango trees. Of theamount spent in Saran, Rs, 478 represent 
the cost of establishment. The result of the tree-planting in recent years in 
Shahabad has been very satisfactory, and this is due to the personal i 
taken by the District Engineer, Mr. Edwards, in : 


$07. The followi tat ts sh a + engi h pe ue: 

ands - ‘ wing statements show j : 

_ unmetalled roads, whether maintained saga Big Soar Local Boards or 
_ Municipalities, and (2) the allotments Ane. Sxpeuitnte ine 3 . 
"the several districts of the Patna Division during the past two 
.: 3 fo ee 














PS APC 


ace he 


3 et 
we Wh? AAR 
Pe rig os 


MitTA, 










manne nt he Pets Dida tag te pat 















wR 
igs 6 1893-04 iano | 
con 1D YR SBR) Ba) Bee) HS 
v 17800 
Soahabada af Oe rer | 
’ . ant eae 4, Tae 
pak an teas | fe} aed 
moe fie a ui | ie 
Muzaffarpur wy. "as ne } 1,tos et 
Darbhane ©... { jeonag “aoe . = brSB ith on 
ay ee A ee found necessary to 
Peat sallet mocks. blake ttitet Works during the past year. 


XXV.—WORKING OF THE eigie Act. = a 
309. The Lodging-house Act is in force only in Gaya. The receipts of - 
the year, incl dine Sa ovate balance of Rs. 2,2-2, amounted to Rs. 14,968 
against Rs, 10,831 in the preceding year, which included an opening balance of 
Rs, 694. The expenditure amounted to Rs, 12,434 against Rs. 8,609, leaving 
a balance of Rs, 2,484. Rupees 2,500 was contributed to tho Geya Pilgrim 
Hospital and Rs. 1,221 to the Cholera Hospital, and Rs. 5,705 was spent on 
itary improvements, é 
os: 310, The number of licenses taken out for the accommodation of 15,636 
ilgrims was 320 against 421 in the previous year for 13,212 pilgrims. It will 
Be observed that, although the number of pilgrims shows an increase, the number 
of licenses taken out is smaller than in the preceding year. ‘This is because the 
rule is now fully enforced whereby no lodging-house is licensed unless fees are 
paid for the full number of pilgrims it can accommodate. on 3 
311. There were 35 prosecutions for breaches of the Act against 23 in the 
preceding year. All these were against persons who were found aaa arr. 
pilgrims without any license. The fines amounted to Rs. 1,191 against Rs, 1] 
Ba. AMT the ding hea inspected by th and most of 
312, the lodging-houses were i@ Overseer and mos' 
them by the Hesith Don himself, who found ‘loss ‘In good order. Strict. 
supervision Was exercised in the matter Rohe diay drains, privies, &e., 
the number of notices issued in this regard being 996° against 727 in the | 
previous year. : 
313. ‘The number of pilgrims admitted into the’ cholera hospital was 52, 
of whom 42 died. The Healt Ofiicer reports that' the ratio of. mortality is apt 
to be very high amongst earn as they are notin a condition to resist 
disease, being reduced by hardship, fasting, serps sie excitement of their 
peculiar methods of worship. -Altogether only 77 deaths are said to have 
occurred amongst pilgrims from: all eauses against 282 in the previous year. I 
confers I distrust these figures, having regard to the ‘unusually unhealthy 
hie of the year, and I am asking the Magistrate to make a further enquiry 
into the matter. rete Peed ad ccs: Member seg eka et 
314. ‘Vhis Act is in:fétroo tivall the Hitwicte of the Division, and appears to - 
Be : have roperly worked in Patna, Shahabad, ; 
— and Poraos Act AiLit Mural ee, orked an as ae 8] es aa 
VI.—EDUCATION, es : bi ik i. ahd wane 
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Patn Dinapore; nd Bihar. Lower nage 4 schools show a gain of 29 scliols 
1,361 pupils. The increase is due to the ei oasoagea of schools which 
disappeared in the ne, 2 owing to failure to earn rewards, The 
i male schools increased by four, but the number of pupils decreased by 99. ‘The 
ing off is attributed to the exclusion from the register of the names of such 
girls as declined to appear at the school examinations. There was a decrease 
0 our ial schools, due. to the abolition of guru-training classes attached to 
Middle Vernacular schools, under pag 26 of the Government Resolution 
on the Report on, Public Instruction for 1 93-94. ‘ 

317, In Gaya there was an increase of 75 schools and 1,766 pupils. The 
increase was practically confined to Lower Primary schools, and is due to the 
opening of new schools. in backward parts of the district on the stipendiary 
system. The number of special schools decreased from four to three, owing 
to the closing of the madrassa in the Tikari Municipality. 

318. In Shahabad there has been. a: gain of 52 schools and of 864 pupils in 

ublic institutions. The gain was highest in the Lower Primary schools for 
s. The reason of the increase in this class of schools is that 2 good many 
indigenous schools conformed to the departmental lower A or B standard. 





have this year been returned as private schools under instructions {rom the 
Director of Publie Instruction. Among the existing five special schools ure fwo 
madrassas at Arrah and one at Sasaram, ore technical school at Dumraon, and 
the Railway Coolie school at Buxar, Five new girls’ schools were opened, of 
which three with 54 pupils are in the Board’s area, and two with 47 pupils in 
the municipal areas. Prizes and rewards in the shape of ornaments, clothes 
and books, &c., were distributed amon the girls who were successful at the 
departmental examinations. Five new eal Primary schools were opened 
on the Rohtas plateau during the year. There are now altogether six schools 
on the platean for the uso of the hill population. There are only 87 pupils at 
these six schools, but the Magistrate hopes that with time and patience the schools 
may become popular and be more largely attended. The District Board have 
succeeded in converting three of the Board's Middle Vernacular schools into grant- 
in-aid schools, and the savings thus effected have been applied to prima 
education. The rules for advance payments of rewards to backward schools 
under the reward system have been introduced. Some progress has also been 
made in inducing zamindars and mahajans to contribute towards the support of 
Middle and Primary schools in their neighbourhood. 

319, In Saran there has been a net gain of six schools and 749 pupils. 
The increase was in primary schools. The Chapra zilla school, which is a_self- 
supporting institution, is one of the best managed zilla schools, and stood first 
in Bihar at the last Entrance Examination, Female schools show an increase 
of five schools, but a decrease of 23 pupils. There are two aie schools—(1) 
Sir Rivers Thompson’s Gautam Pathsala at Godna in the Reve anj Municipality, 
teaching Sanskrit logic, and ®) Bharatishary Sanskrit Tol at hapra, supported 
by private enterprise. The former receives a special grant of Rs 40 a month 

m Government. 

320, In Champaran there was an increase of 44 schools and 1,212 
pupils, principally under Lower Primary schools. The Moghya Dome school at 
Chowturwa was attended by 13 pupils. It received a stipend of Rs. 3 a month. 
The Magistrate says the progress was not satisfactory, I have separately 
reported on this mutter in my report to Government on the Moghya Dome 
settlements, 

321, In Muzaffarpur there has been a net gain of 109 schools an 2,264 
pupils. High English schools have declined by one owing to the abolition of 
the 'Tirhut academy in Sitamarhi, This is not a matter of regret. There waa 
no real necessity for an English school of this class in an out-of-the-way place 
like portant aps the effect of keeping it up could only be to keep boys away, 
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There is one special school im the district, that is, the Madhubani Sanskrit Schoo 
aided by the ‘department. it prepares boys for the title examination of 
Calcutta and Bihar Sanskvit Sanjivan examinations. Female edueation has 
mace some improvement, there being 31 girls’ schools with 446 pupils against — 
27 schools with 414 pupils in the previous year. ae 

328. The percentage of boys of school-goiug age attending schools for the — 
Division has increased from 13-9 to 147. Patna stands first in this respect, 
percentage being 30°6, cr nearly double that of , whieh stands second, * 

324.- The cost per head of pupil for the Division was Rs. 4-1 a 
Rs. 3-15-4 im the preceding year. It ranged from Rs, '25-9-11 in Patna to 
kis; 17-2-4 in Gaya for high schools, from Rs. 12-0-5 in Darbhanga to Rs. 7-3-4 
in Shahabad for Middle schools, from Rs. 2-12-5 in Gaya to Rs. 1-12 in 
Darbhanga for Primary schools, and from Rs. 96-9-1 in Patna to Rs. 7-9-4 in 
Saran for special schools. ’ 

325, The following table gives the number of Female schools and the 
pupils attending them in the several districts of the Division :— 











1893-94. b 1894-95. 
Districr. St poe ee 
™ Schools. | Pupils. | Schools. | Pupils. 
a 
1 ee 3 | 4 | fi 
uit Deak, Lvedes Li sane 4 we 
Patna ve | 108 1,643 106 1,544 
Gaya ef 311 14 321 
Shahabad 7 296 13 202 
Saran 1s 97 1,495 102 1,472 
Champaran eae 2 77 3 91 
Muzaffarpur TP 10 247 12 266 
Darbhanga we Se 414 81 446 
Total ...| 960 | 4,483 | 281 4,432 


ee ee Ee ES (Ae ee ee tee 

The number of girls at school decreased from 1,643 to 1,544 in Patna 
(owing to the cause stated in paragraph 316 above), and in a less measure in 
Shahabad and Saran, while it increased in all other districts, ‘There are also 
2,587 girls reading in boys’ schools. 

326, On the whole, judging from numbers, it cannot, I fear, be said that 
female education is raring much progress in Bihar. Two Bengali girls 
appeared at the last U past rimary scholarship examination from the Banki- 
pore girls’ school, and both passed, one in the and the other in the second 
division. The former gained a scholarship of Rs. 3.a month, tenable for two 

cars. One git] from Kutumba in Aurangabad subdivision passed the Lower 
imary scholarship examination. 


_ 327. The percentage of Muhammadan pupils to the total number is shown 
in the following table for the last two years :— 
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has sli y increased in four and fallen off in three of the districts ; also t 
_ all of the districts a larger percentage of Muhammadan boys go to school than of 
_ non-Muhammadans. 

_ 328. With a view to encourage Muhammadan education in the district of 
Patna, 21 stipendiary maktabs on Rs. 2. month each have been established at 
oni where they were urgently needed. The majority of the Muhammadan 
oo reading in middle schools in the same district are permitted to read free ; 
and in the Lower Primary scholarship examination, when a Hindu.and a Muham. 
madan boy earn the same marks, the scholarship is awarded to the latter. This 
seems scarcely fair, and I have suggested to the Magistrate that in such a case 
the pecuniary circumstances of the two boys should deuide the question, The 
Magistrate of Gaya remarks :—“ i shamipsihadiinntshee only 10°6 percent. of the 
population of the district, so that they are really attending school in far higher 
proportion than Hindusare.” The Magistrate of Saran writes:—“The percent- 
age of Muhammedan population to the total population in the district being 
11°8, it is satisfactory to find 14 Muhammadan pupils to every 100 pupils under 
education. The percentage is highest in the high school and indigenous 
schools (21), 17 in middle English, 10 in middle vernacular, 8in upper primary, 
and 11 in lower primary schools.” In Champaran the total number of 
Muhammadan pupils in the high schools was 36 against 28 of the preceding 
year. In the middle English there were 73 against 84, in the middle verna- 
cular there were 18 against 15, in the upper primary schools there were 70 
agnins: 82, and in fib nrc rimary schools there were 2,303 against 1,970 
of the preceding year. . In Muzaffarpur there has been a total increase of 50), 
Muhammadan pupils. The increase occurs in all classes of schools except high 
English and upper primary. In Darbhanga thenumber of Muhammadan pupils 
has increased from 4,225 to 4,865. 

$29. Besides the above, there were 3,552 private institutions and 32,203 
pupils attending them, as noted below:— 


Sos clit will be seen from the above thiat the tion of Muhammadan ro 
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Number of private Number of 
Teeagor. institatibns. pupils. 
; ere 2 | 3 

oe ESE aes ere ae 
Patna a 621 | 5,269 
Gaya $8 461 4,519 
Shahabad ee 34. 2;739 
Saran vas 340 3x98 
Champaran das 204 4,200 
Muzaffarpur be 876 6,167 
% Darbhanga io 626 } 6,021 

i ns | 

Tae 2 38 8,052 | “82,ec8 








These are indigenous patshalas and maktabs which do not conform tothe 
rules of the Department. ty 

330. There has been a decrease in the number of special schools from 30 
to 22, Patna shows a decrease of four, which is due to the abolition of guru- 
training classes attached to middle vernacular schools. Gaya shows a decrease 
of one, due tothe closing of the madrassa in Tikari Manicipality; and Shahabad 
shows a decrease of three, due to the exclusion of two high class Sanskrit schools 
from Hes'olee, ey being treated as private schools, as already noticed above, 
and to the abolition of a guru training class attached to a middle school. 
_. 831. In the Bihar Industrial School there were 32 students in the Appren- 
a t pon = the et department on noe —_ oe I806, 
students of the - tice department get stipen m t , 
jierthe Bibi Citolo tarying frock Be 
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852. ‘The total expenditure incurred on this schoo! during the year was as. * 
follows :— f is ; 9 5) igo 
i! Items of expenditure. Amount. f any 


| 2 3 


1 Establishment 

2 | Stipends " ue 

3 | Tools, plant and materials: 

4. | Contingencies; aa 
Total 





333. The school was inspected twice during the year by the Principal of 
the Sibpur Engineering College. Following the advice of this gentleman, the 
General Committee of the Bihar Industrial School have recommended the amal- 

amation of the school with the Survey class attached to the Patna College. 
he Principal of the Patna’ College has assented to the scheme in the main, and 
the proposal is now befure Government for orders. 
XXVII—DISPENSARIES AND HOSPITALS. 

334, The subjoined abstract shows the number of dispensaries: and hos- 
pitals in each district during the year 1894, their income, and the average 
number of patients treated :— 
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Cham aran., 20°31 | 5 | 36 
‘arpur 19 
Darbhanga . p 41 
Total . 56,810 |1,60,670 34 





During the ers under review there sire 54 dispensaries against 52 in the 
ing year. The increase is owing to the opening of two new dispensaries, 
viz., at Sherghatty in Gaya and at ea oot a, gid baled ih 
There is a large increase in the total income of the di ies from 
Rs. 1,20,810 in 1893 to Rs. 1,60,670 in 1894. Municipal grania show a material 
increase in all districts, except Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga, and District Bourd 
pe in all, except Gaya and Saran. It will be observed that in several 
stricts where the latter grants were formerly. very inadequate, the Distriet 
Boards are now coming to a sense of their duty in this respect. "There was a 
falling off in yoluntary subseriptions in the first he districts, but this was more 
for, by the large increase from. Rs. 4,472 to Ks, in Chats- 
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_ -Fepresent the costs incurred by the Maharaja. on accouut of the Munici and 
Defers Hospitals supported by him at Darbhanga. Otherwise it wreee fear, 
be accepted as a regrettable fact that there is a fre ing tendency among the 

| general public to tie up their purse- and to aye the support of dispen- 

saries more and more to the different local funds, The large increase from 

Rs. 654 to Rs, 8,873 in the Government grant to Darbhanga is due to 4 subsidy 

of over Rs. 7,000 for the construction of a new dispensary at Samastipur. 

335. The total number of in and out patients treated in each district 
during the past two years are shown below :-— 








ToraL NUMBER TREATED, 
en aE SYREN Ee Dee, WLR CTT 
In-patients, | Out-patients. 














90,254 111,398 114,792 

40,810 | 50,499 52,326 
Shahabad 1,411 1,407 | 81,704 | 77-976 79,883 
pi 995 1,100 | 129,263 | 145932 147,032 
Champaran 1,827 1,677 | 62,981 | ‘67909 69,586 
M ar 962 9 49,198 | 54,12 55,044 
Darbhanga . 1,382 1,368 | 112,542 | 116,185 117,553 

i 11,124 






The total number of patients treated in all the 54 a ies during the 
year was 635,716 against 577,871 in the previous year, showing an increase 
of 57,845. The increase occurred in all the districts, except 8 , where 
there was a slight decrease. The general increase is no doubt in a great 
measure due to the unusual unhealthiness of the past year, In the case of 
Shahabad, however, the result does not answer to this theory, for it was the most 
unhealthy of all the districts. 

336. In Patna there was an increase of both in and out tients, which is 
attributed (1) to necessity of medical assistance by spread of Scke, and (2) to 

appreciation by the people of the English method of treatment. 

387. In Gaya there was a slight decrease of in-patients, but a large increase 
of out-patients. ‘The increase is attributed to the great prevalence of malarial 
fever during the year, and also to the increasing popularity of the European 
method of treatment. The female ward of the Gaya Pilgrim Hospital conti- 
nued under the charge of the lady doctor of the Lady Dufferin Fund. Miss 
Perry was on leave to Europe from the 1th March 1894 to the end of the 

ear. Mrs. Scott was appointed in her place, and joined on the 8th April 1894. 
n the interval the Assistant Surgeon looked after the Female department. The 
attendance in this department has steadily grown since it was organised. The 
total number of patients treated in it was 4,710 in 1892, 5,284 in 1893, and 5,767 
in 1894. The number of in-patients was the same in 1894 as in the previous 
pet 408. The annual income of the Gaya branch of the Lady 
1 Fund amounts to Rs. 3,820, of which Rs. 1,200 is a contribution 
from the District Board and Rs. 600 from the Tikari Raj. The remaining sum 
is the interest on Rs. 57,700 invested in Government securities. The balance at 
the credit of the Fund at the close of the year was Rs. 65,558 against Rs. 72,047 
at the close of the ing year. A Zanana hospital has now been built, 
: pret being we opened by Hor Ba ras enter 
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rupees to the Fund. At the same time Rajkumari Rattan Kuer, represen 
the 7 annas branch of the Tikari family, promised an annual contribution o 
Rs. 1,200, which, with an equal contribution from the 9 annas branch (now repre- 
sented by the Courtof Wards) and other sources of income, will practically 
secure to the hospital a regular endowment. 1 

338. In Shahabad there was a decrease of 4 and 3,728 persons in the 
number of in and out patients respectively. It took place at all the dispensaries, 
except Dumraon and Sasaram, and is noticeable especially in fever cases. The 
decrease is difficult to explain, as the year was a most unhealthy one, and the 
sickness and mortality from fever and cholera were considerable. Mr. Marindin 
thinks that the fever was of such a virulent type that fewer persons who were 
attacked were able to come as out-patients to the dispensary for treatment than 
in ordinary years, 

The Arrah dispensary is well managed and the Assistant Sugeon is attentive 
to his duties. The dispensary at Dumraon is entirely maintained by the Maha- 
raja of Dumraon. The Assistant Surgeon, Babu Bepin Behary Gupta, is very 

popular. The institution is in a satisfactory state. 

339. In Saran the increase in the number of patients is due to the very 
large amount of sickness prevalent in the district during the year. There were 
ten dispensaries in this district during the year, of which three are supported 
by the Maharaja of Hatwa..The principal diseases treated were malarial 
fever, diseases of the skin, rheumatic affections, goitre and worms. On the 
whole the working of the dispensaries in this district is satisfactory, and they ure 
much appreciated by the people. 

840. In Champaran the increase of in and out patients is also attributed 
to the unusual unhealthiness of the year. The Dufferin Hospital at Bettiah, 
which is supported by the Raj, continued its useful work under the able manage- 
ment of Miss Jane h. There was an increase from 6,802 to 6,896 in the 
number of out-door patients, and a very satisfactory increase from 293 to 538 in 
the in-door attendance. I regard this latter, as a rule, asa reliable index of 
good management. The four outlying dispensaries mentioned in last year’s 
report as having been founded by the Bettiah Raj have, it seems, not yet 
been completed. The Collector reports that they are to be opened during the 
present year. 

341. In Muzaffarpur there was a small decrease of in-patients but a large 
increase of out-patients. Besides the four dispensaries under Government 
supervision, there are two other private dispensaries, viz. Nanpur and Parihar. 
The former is maintained by the Chaudhry of Nanpur, and the latter by the 
Maharaja of Darbhanga. A third has lately been opened at Baghi by “Babu 
Gujraj Shahi, zamindar of that place. It is a well constructed dispensary and 
it has been endowed with funds by the founder. 

342. In Darbhanga all the dispensaries except Laheria Serai and Tajpur 
receive both in-door “a out-door patients. The dispensary of Samastipur was 
opened in September last, and it was in working order. Besides the above, there 
are five private dispensaries in this district supported by the Maharaja of 
Darbhanga, and are under the supervision of the Civil Surgeon. 

343. The very useful medical work among women which is being carried 
on in the Patna City by Miss Grave Mackinnon was unfortunately interrupted 
by that lady having ticker down from overwork at the beginning of the year, 
as mentioned in my last report. Miss Mackinnon was for this reason absent on 

leave from April to October. For part of this time Miss Gray carried on the 
work, but for two months the two dispensaries under the Association had to be 
closed. The number of in-door patients treated during the year was 28, out-door 
patients 3,902 with 14,477 attendances, major operations 26, minor operations 
104, besides a large number of visits to. private patients at their own houses. 
Hitherto the want of accommodation both for hospital cases and for the 
dispensary has been the great difficulty. Iam glad to say, however, that the 
new building veferred to in prrsoreph 385 of my last report, which has been 
named ‘The Duchess of Teck Hospital,” has been. nearly completed at a cost 
of Rs. 64,000, and will, it is hoped, be ready for use in a month. The 
rspital sen of the pining buildings, viz. (I) adwinistration block, con- 
taming out-patients and consulting rooms, compounders’ room, store room 
Operating theatre and ward attached ; (I) pal osc: block, containing four. 





private wards on the cottage hospital system ; (III) nurses’ and matrons’ uarters ; 

iy ) lady doctor’s house, eottteiaisig one “avr ward and COnsdlting room. 

_, There will be about 50 beds in all for in-patients. The site is an excellent one, 
iry, on a plot of high ground three-fourths of a mile to the west of 
the Opium actory, not far from the bank of the river. The foundation stone 
was laid, as mentioned in my last report, by Sir A, P, MacDonnell on the 29th 
July 1893; and the building was visited by Her Excellency the Countess of 
Elgin on the rd April last during Her Exce lency’s stay at Bankipore. 


XXVIII.—LIBRARIES, 


344. The Bar Library at Bankipore had 72 members at the close of the 
year against 66 on the 31st March of the previous year. The reserve fund 
remained the same as in the previous year, viz., Rs. 1,000 in Government pro- 
missory notes. The cash balance on the 31st March 1895 was Rs. 1,291 against 
Rs. 973 on the 31st March 1894, The Calcutta Gazette and the Bengal Admi- 
nistration Report are supplied free by Government. 

#45. The Oriental Library received in the course of the year a consider- 
able addition of English books ‘and Arabic and Persian manuscripts from the late 
Secretary, Maulvi Khoda Baksh Khan Bahadur. A very handsome annual grant 
of Rs 600 has, I am informed, been promised by His Highness the Nizam of 
Hyderabad. 

346, The Halliday Public Library at Gaya continues to be a useful 
institution. Almost all’ the European residents of the town and a good many 
native gentlemen are members. It has a funded capital of Rs, 12,000 in 
Government securities. A sum of Rs. 239 was received as interest during the 
year. The total income of the year, including an opening balance of Rs. 268, 
amounted to Rs. 914. A sum of Rs. 363 was spent on the purchase of 147 
néw books and Rsg425 on other charges. The closing balance of the year was 
Rs. 125. The total number of books in the ey now is 2,038. The Bar 
Library at Gaya had 45 members during the year, i 
tions amounted to Rs, 1,244. The cash balance on 31st March 1895 was Rs, 119. 
A sum of Rs. 837 was spent on the purchase of books and Rs, 275 on ‘other 
charges. 

BAT. The Bar Library at Arrah is reported to be an useful institution, 
It has 27 members, 

348. The endowment Madrassa Library at Sasaram contains 453 Arabic, 
215 Persian, 108 Urdu, and 138 English books. 

349. The public library at Chapra is not in a prosperous condition. 
The house meant to be used as receptacle for the books is let to a private 
tenant, the subscriptions being too small to meet the necessary expenditure. 
The number of subscribers at the close of the year was 21 against 24 in the 
previous year. The subscriptions are not regularly paid. The opening balance, 
mcluding the sale-proceeds of Government securities, was Rs. 2,225. The 
receipts of the year amounted to Rs. 989 and the expenditure to Rs, 2,891, 
including repairs to the building. The closing balance was Rs. 323. 

350. There is no publie li rary in Champaran, Muzaffarpur or Darbhanga. 

351. The district and subdivisional libraries are gene y in good order, 


XXIX.—MUSEUMs. 


352. The only museum in the Division is the Economic Museum at Bhoj- 
pur, established by the Maharaja of Dumraon in commemoration of the Jubilee 
year 1887. It continued to be maintuined in fairly good order. The museum 
contains selected specimens of grain grown in India, of agricultural implements 
and tools, and of numerous economic products such as fibres, dyes and spices, 
This museum was one of the features at the agricultural exhibition which took 
place at Barahpur in Fe 1895. : i 

»» 863. There is a small ‘buildin constructed by the Public Works Depart- 
ment near the Mahabodhi temple at Bodh Gaya, in which some Budhist remains 
are deposited. They have been arrayed so far a8 the Collector has been able 

_ todo. Mr. Macpherson recommends the addition of an iron railing round the 
building, This seems desirable, as it is unenclosed and the oxbilats are prac: 
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XXX.—LOOAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN STITUTIONS. 
Municipalities. . eee 

354. Patna.—'The Patna Municipal Committee consists of 30 members, 20 
of whom were elected by the a and 10 appointed by Government. The 
number of meetings held during the year was 16, of which 12 were general and. 
4 special. The average attendance of Commissioners at each meeting was 13°6.. 

355. I regret to have to say that the affairs of this important municipality 
are in a far from satisfactory state. On recently looking mto them in connec- 
tion with the proposal to raise funds for a water-supply scheme, I found that 
although the total income of the municipalit from all sources may be taken 
approximately at Rs. 1,55,000 per annum, while the ordinary recurring expen- 
diture comes to about ks. 1,46,000, showing an annual surplus of Rs. 9,000, yet 
for the next 29 years the Municipal Commissioners, over and above their 
recurring annual expenditure, will have to my an annual sum of Rs. 19,420 to 
Government in order to pay off the loan of Rs. 3,18,000 which they borrowed 
two years ago for the drainage scheme noticed in paragraph 269 of this report. 
In effect, therefore, they are at present annually over Rs, 10,000 to the bad, or, 
in other words, are bankrupt. 

356. Under considerable pressure from the late District Magistrate and 
mayen, the Municipal Commissioners were induced in August 1893 to appoint a 
salaried assessor. This officer has since then done excellent work, havin 
by a careful revision of the house-tax in 6 of the 15 thanas raised the deman 
from Rs. 34,937 to Rs, 43,845, or by about 25 per cent. But I regret to say 
that the Municipal Commissioners, with a few raiseworthy exceptions, have 
seriously retarded the good effect of this measure by their long continued failure 
to dispose of a large number of objections against the revised assessment. And 
I also find that in a number of cases where hag: have interfered with the 
assessor’s findings, they have passed summary orders without recording any 
reasons for upsetting his assessment. In fact, both the inaction as well as the 
action taken are of such a kind as to tend to bring the scheme of Local Self- 
Government as worked in this municipality ito serious disrepute. I have 
myself more than once addressed the unicipal Commissioners through the 
Magistrate on this subject, but hitherto with but very little effect. Unfor- 
tunately the late Magistrate during the latter part of his tenure of office was 
unable, from serious ill-health, to keep a controlling hand over the Municipal 
Commissioners im this matter, or to check the general state of disorder into 
which the administration has in other respects fallen. The Officiating Magis- 
trate, Mr. Inglis, has, however, taken the whole subject in hand with characteristic 
vigour, and I trust that the Municipal Commissioners will now be stimulated to 
a proper sense of their duties, A thorough and early reconstitution of the 
administration, especially in regard to matters of finance, is especially desirable 
in view of the pressing want of municipal water-works, not only for drinking 
FD O#eM, but more particularly as a means for flushing the new drains, any 

ope of which is quite out of the question so long as the existing state of 

chaos in the collection and other departments continues. One other measure 
which I have lately pressed upon the notice of the Municipal Commissioners is 
the advisability of making immediate use of the proviso to sections 85 (0) and 
97A of the revised Act to raise the rate of tax ah 74 to 10 per cent. on 
the annual value of holdings. This measure would save them from present 
bankruptcy, besides assisting them to make provision, whether it be in the shape 
of a loan or of an accumulating fund for municipal water-works, I have 
pointed out to them that there is no reason why they should not at once, 
without further discussion, pass a resolution to the effect “ 

_ 857. The Magistrate reports that the attempt to close the well privies 
with which the city is honeycombed, as noticed in former report, is being 
agerged Mr. es pipe on this point remarks :— 

: arge number of well-privies have been su and endeavour is 
being made to close the Achsr i ones which har goodie number, 
The only obstacle which presents itself in removing these privies is the action 
of the Court, which not unfrequently, on a suit brought by the owner of 

clay ree Me some technical ground, the order of the municipality 
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al - The average tttendainga 
-_ The income from all sources was Rs. 5,445. The total expenditure was 





360. The Municipal Commissioners of Bihar have lately accepted mine 
and the Magistrate's advice, and have appointed a salaried assessor who appears 
to be doing his duty. Iam glad to say that considerable vitality appears now 
to be being instilled into the Municipal Commissioners by the energy of their 
present Chairman, Maulvi Syed Aminuddin Ahmed. 

361. The Dinapore Municipal Committee consists of 18 members, of whom 
12 were elected rr 6 appointed. The number of meetings held was 28, of 
which 14 were general fe the remainder special. ‘The receipts amounted to 
Rs. 12,916, and the expenditure to Rs, 15,434, the excess being due to the 
repairing and remetalling of a main road. 

362. Gaya.—There are three municipalities in this district, viz., Gaya, 
Tikari, and Daudnagar. The Magistrate of the district is Chairman of the first, 
Babu Deoki Nandan, a pleader, of tho second, and the Assistant Engineer, Inri- 
gation Department, of the third. 

363. The following figures give the number of meetings held and the 
average attendance :— . 


i 








Number of 
Name or Munt- ae Number of or 
CIPALITY. including meetings, 
Chairnian, eras: 
Ree cae ee eT 
1 | 2 8 | 4 
Ga: 25 ll 56°3 
Tikari 12 28 42°5 
Daudnagar lL 24 48-1 


364. The net receipts (excluding the opening balance) and the expenditure 
of each municipality as compared with the preceding year are shown below :—. 






Expennitvrg. 
more nn Se TW 3 
1893.94, | 1894-95, 1893-94, | 1894.95, 


Recziprs. 





Monicrpatiry. 





1 | 2 3 4 5 
Rs. Rs. Rs. | Rs. 
Gaya vs | 65,641 |. 68,875 67,525 68,567 
Tikari ~+| 6,967 |. 6,949] 63582 | ¢'65) 
Daudnagar osha 8,373 4,214 8,380 4,217 
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increase of income in the Ga Municipality is due to the proper 
tain a rlnoes is certain sManaive a dangerous trades are carried on, to 
ger receipts from fines, and to a donation of Rs. 1,500 by. Babu Drigpal Lal, 
Hasua, for a moribund ward in the Pilgrim hospital, The increase in 













expenditure is chiefly on. 
‘pleting the experiments for a 
which has been already noticed in paragraph 270 of this report. 
trate reports that the Municipal Commissioners have, on the whole, 
laudable desire to do their duty to the public and to give effect to the municipal 
py, of Government so far as their funds permit. ane 
n Tikari tho large increase in expenditure is chiefly owing to the con- 

struction of a municipal office and to the excavation of a tank. 

365. Shahabad,—There are six municipalities in this district The follow- 
ing statement shows the number of members, the number of meetings, and the 
percentage of attendance :— 








Name or Mumi- = of) Number | 4 yerage 


CIPALITY. sioners. | moetings. percentage. 





——_—— 
1 | 2 | 3 | 4 
ee See ee ee 
Arrah oat | 18 oe ..Y 40°38 
Jagdispur ere Sie, 7 777 
Busar Si 18 14 q 67:6 
Duwraon 9 16 58°38 
Sasaram 22 25 500 
Bhabhua 9 ll 40:0 





The highest percentage of attendance was 77-7 in Jagdispur and tho 
lowest in Arrah(40°3) and Bhabhua (40°0), The decrease in the percentage 
of attendance at Arrah from 50 to 40°3 is, as remarked by the Magistrate, 
unsatisfactory. ‘The total receipts during the year, including the opening balance, 
amounted to Rs. 1,77,011, and the expenditure to ks. 1,738,581, against 
Rs. 74,996 and Rs, 71,093 respectively in the preceding year. The large 
increase in receipts occurs only in Arrah, which is on to the loan received from 
Government for meeting in part the cost of Arrah water-works, The increase 
in expenditure is observable in all municipalities, except Bhabhua, which shows 
a falling off. 

366. The Arrah water-works, opened in April 1894, supply filtered Sone 
water to the people of the town. ‘The water has come gradually into favour, 
and its use is now general wherever it is laid on. The result of the scheme has 
been already noticed in paragraph 273 of this report. In the Buxar Munici- 
pality a large pucka well was completed during the year. 

367. The Magistrate remarks :—“ The Municipal Commissioners of Arrah, 
except the Vice-Chairman, pay very little attention to their business, and most 
of them find even attendance upon committee meetings too severe a demand 
upon their time and open tol 

368. Saran.—'The following statement shows the number of members, of 
meetings held, and the percentage of attendance :— 


Name or 
Monicrpariry. 
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: ‘al ated of the year. 
1 | 2 | 3 4 
Rs Rs. | Re. 
Chapra * | 86259 | 386,178 81 
Revelganj es 9,806 9,100 706 
Siwan a | 11,406 9,084 1,772 


- the matters for action under section 64 of the Act, 


he at 


370. The Magistrate makes the following remarks-— 

“The Chapra Municipality, owing to mismanagement, is both financial] 
and administratively in a very bad state and is practically bankrupt. Under 
the system of management now followed, I fail to see that any reasonable 
chances of improvement exist. The Siwan and Revelganj Mantoipaleeine 
offer a very pleasant contrast, both being excellently managed ; the latter, 
howeyer, is suffering from a diminishing income due to the gradual decrease 
of the town’s trade.” ; ti 

371. At my inspection of the Chapra Municipality in December last, 
I found its financial affairs in a very deplorable state, so much so that both the 
late and the present Chairmen had been obliged to make considerable advances 
from their own pockets to help the Municipal Commissioners to pay their way. 
Notwithstanding this, the Municipality was still heavily in debt, 8, | a number 
of bills and salaries were for several months in arrears. I immediately drew 
the attention of the Municipal Commissioners to this matter in an official letter 
addressed to them theoeirk the Magistrate, at the same time pointing out to 
them that the town was much under-assessed and that their only hope of 
salvation was a proper re-assessment by a salaried assessor whom I pressed them 
to immediately appoint. I advised them, at the same time, to discard the yery 
inadequate revision which had lately been made by the Maunici Com- 

issioners themselves, but had not then been brought into force. I regret to 
say that the reply to this was a resolution rejecting my advice and confirmin 
the very imperfect so-called revision that I had warned them against accepting. 
The obvious result was immediate bankruptcy, to save themselves from which 
the Commissioners adopted the expediency of striking out from their bu 
for the current year the usual allotment of Rs. 1,304 for street watering, 
reducing the grant for “lighting” from Rs. 3,222 to Rs. 1,119, and phage, 
starving the administration. ‘hey also proposed to raise a loan of Rs. 8,000 
to meet their debts—a Joan which, as matters stood, they could not possibly 
pay off and at the same time provide for the most cr geano municipal require- 
ments. Under the circumstances, I found myself under the necessity of 
reporting the case to Government for action under tho revised section 111A 
of the Bengal Municipal Act. The necessary order has since been passed, and 
the Municipal Commissioners have been called upon to show cause or to catry 
out the order. 

372 Several casos have also lately been reported by the District Magis- 
trate of failure on the part of the Cha eonees Commussioners to perform 
their statutory duties, He has been directed, if he finds it necessary, to report 


* 





Average 
Name oF Number of | Number of yee 
0: 


Municipatiry. mombers. | meetings. 
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Both municipalities worked satisfactorily during the year. 

374. The levels of the town of Motihari have been taken; but the 
Magistrate fears that the interest on a loan for the purpose of an efficacious 
system of drainage would be more than the municipality could afford. 

375, I am inclined to think that the Magistrate’s decision in this matter- 
is correct, and with reference towthe general question of municipal drainage 
schemes I venture to express the opinion that there seems a danger at present 
of such undertakings being too hastily engaged in. I refer to schemes for 
drainage by means of masonry drains. “No doubt if all offensive matter can be 
effectually and quickly carried off by pucka roadside drains, a drainage scheme 
of the kind is very desirable. But it should first be certain that there are (1) a 
sufficient fall, and (2) proper means of flushing. Otherwise I look upon a 
system of pucka drains, whether open or covered in, as anything but an 
unmixed blessing. Large open kutcha drains have at least the great advantage 
of the liquid portion of the filth they contain being absorbed and deodorised 
by contact with the surrounding earth. The dry layer of dirt which results is 
comparatively innocuous, and can easily be carted away and fresh earth 
substituted at no great expenso. But with a system of pucka drains the filth 
does not dry or have a chance of becoming deodorised and assimilated with the 
surrounding earth, and ‘a scheme of the kind may, and often does, result (in the 
case of municipalities in the plains, where there is no fall and no good means of 
flushing) in the last state being very much worse than the first. 

376. The Bayley sarai vias not prospered, and the Magistrate thinks it a 
pity # was ever erected. Efforts are, however, being made to make it ‘more 
‘popular. ’ 

377. The construction of the female ward in the charitable dispensary at 
Motihari, referred to in paragraph 417 of last year’s report, has not yet been 
taken in hand. The Magistrate does not say why. 

3878, Muzaffarpur.—There are four municipalities in this district. The 
following table shows the number of members, of meetings held, and the 
average attendance at each meeting :— 





Average 








Name ‘or Mouni- | Number of| Number of | percentage 
CIPALITY. members. | meetings. of 
attendance, 
1 | 2 | 3 | 4 
Muzaffarpur ee Lees 12 444 
Hajipur : 138 12 40:7 
Lalganj Mh ter | 19 28:1 
Sitamarhi ibn 12 15. 457 
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>—“Many matters of importance were discussed 
i aaa of Muzaffarpur. Some of the Commissioners 
e interest in the affairs of the town, but this is not the case with 

ur drainage scheme has been nearly completed. A scheme 
for flushing the drains with river water has been prepared and an engine and 
pump purchased. A revision of the municipal tax has been made by the Muni- 
cipal Commissioners during the year. I regret to say that they rejected the 
District oy anpreene proposal to appoint a salaried assessor for the p 

380. In the Hajipur subdivision there are two municipalities, namely, 
Hajipur and Lalganj. The Subdivisional Officer is the Chairman of both. 
Maulyi Jawad Hossein, the Vice-Chairman of the Hajipur Municipality, is said 
to take much interest in municipal matters. As regards the Lalganj 
Municipality, it is reported by the Subdivisional Officer that the Vice-Chairman, 
Babu Rash’ Bihari y, who is a Bengali, does not get on well with the other 
Municipal Commissioners. But the Magistrate remarks that at Lalganj there is 
no other suitable man available for the office of Vice-Chairman. The result, as 
Mr. Hare states, is that ‘« nothing seems ever to be done unless it is looked after 
by the Subdivisional Officer,” of the truth of which he proceeds to give an 
instance. The result is to be regretted, as Babu Rash Bihary Ray is an 
energetic and enlightened gentleman and might be of much use to the town if 
it were not for these dissensions, 

881. The Subdivisional Officer of Sitamarhi is the Chairman of the 
Sitamarhi Municipality. The Vice-Chairman, Babu Ambica Prosad, has 
rendered him good assistance. The amount embezzled by the late tax-daroga 
Baldeo Sahai (see paragraph 410 of last year’s report) has beon realised and 
credited to the municipal funds. 

382. Darbhanga,—There are three municipalities in this district, viz. 
Darbhanga, Madhubani, and Roserah. 

383. The following table shows the number of members, of mectings 
held, and the percentage of attendance at each meeting :— 


a 





Average 
Name or Number of | Number of percentage 
Momierraniry. members. | meetings. of 
. * | attendance 





884. The Magistrate writes :— 


“As regards both the number of meetings and the attendance of the 
Commissioners, Darbhanga represents the worst feature. Collections, too, are in 
a lamentable state. Bills have sometimes to be held over for paucity of funds, 
while Madhubani closes the year with an outstanding balance of Rs, 31 only 
and Roserah with nil.” : Tae 

,385. The unsatisfactory administration of the Darbhanga Municipality 
has been noticed in the reports of the last two years. I am glad, however, to say 
that the Municipal Commissioners have lately consented to appoint a salaried 

assessor for a general revision which is much needed. Imay mention in this 
connection that I have recommended the Municipal Commissioners to apply 
for Government sanction to the levying of arate on the annual value of hold- 
ings under clause (4) of section 85 of the Act, instead of, as at present, a tax 
ee “Thove his teen Os lof discussion lately between my office and 
386, ere Has been a deal of discussion ely ween 

i the. Municipality on the subject of the introduction of Part IX’ of the Act, 
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was an improvement in both respects in the case of Local 
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“which I suggested should ‘be extended, as a tentative mes 
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Chairmen, except the Sadar Local 
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most populous part of the town. * The Municipal Commissioners »h 
however, expressed their deci pposition to the measure owing, it is pl 
to the impoverished state of the inhabitants. I have now pointed out to them — 
that there is no reason why the cleansing of latrines in a systematic manner 
should be more expensive than the present irregular system, excepting on 
the supposition that the work is not now properly performed. 

387. District and Local Boards.—The statement below shows the attendance 
of members of the District Boards of this Division during the past year:— 








‘| Average 
Name or Disrricr. areal g pear tf attend ; 
ance. 
Sai 
Patna obs 25 12 51°6 
Gaya | STE" coe 21: 20 45°7 
Shahabed as ees 10 41-6 
Hib At i ae 1 | 445 
Champaran a 16 18 34:18 
Muzaffarpur rs 19. + 13 87'6 


Darbhanga “ 25 17 46° 








- 388. Patna.—The allotments made to the several Local Boards of this 
district, and the amount expended by them, are shown below: — 





7 Grant for | Expenditure 
Grant. for | Expenditure| so nitation |on sanitati 
Locat Boanp. or on hed and anion and medical 
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The Local Boards of Dinapore and Barh do not appear to have paid sufficient 
attention to the repairs of village roads. Dinapore spent only Rs. 823 out of 
Rs. 3,000 allotted, and Barh only Rs. 470 out of Rs. 4,000. There is also a 
saving in Barh under the head “ Medical and Sanitation,” which one would not 
have expected in such a notoriously unhealthy year, bY dakevesfes 

389. Gaya.—The number of meetings and the average attendance in ‘the 
ease of the District Board were up to the standard of the png year. There 

I oards, except that of 
, where a falling off is apne All the Local Boards have official 
he soard, the Chairman of ‘which, Babu Durga 
ee, takes a prominent part in the public affairs of the district, — 
a ae : ; oR apes iar Ea Raa =a 
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“890. "The following res show. the amount spent by each Local Board 
the construction i 


on the. ion and up of village roads :— 

singe Ratabae Ferd 1893-94. 1894.95. 

apa’? ; Rs Re. 
Sadar i 4. 8800 4,299 
Nawada aia B ok 8, 798 8,218 
Jahanabad «1,919 2,851 
Aurangabad .., + 2,080 1,769 

Total +- 16,522 tip |: bRyh OZ. 





391. The Local Boards have also under them the management of pounds 
and ferries and the disbursement of money passed by the District Board for 
dispensaries and middle schools Altogether they did a substantial amount of 
work during the year. 

Mr. Macpherson writes :— 

“The District Board, as I have said in previous years, forms a useful con- 
sultative body, and I have found it, during the last couple of years or so, taki 
considerable interest in matters of executive detail. Revers! of the members 
have done valuable work of this class in the various sub-committees on which 
they serve; and the Vice-Chairman, Mr, A. Halim, has continued to devote ‘a 
great deal of attention to his executive duties. The Local Boards are, however, 
of little use either as consultative or executive bodies, as they practically leave 
the work to their Chairman and in a less degree the Vice-Chairman. he Sadar 
Local Board has, however, since its reconstitution during the year under report, 
proved itself a more useful consultative body than before. 

392, Shahabad.—The Magistrate states that the general working of the 
District Board continued to be satisfactory and harmonious as a consultative 
body. The members on the whole take interest ‘in the affairs of the Board and 
are willing to give support to the executive in whose hands they are content to 
leave the direct management. During the year under review ten meetings were 
held, the average attendance of members having been 10°4 against 10-8 in the 
preceding year. 

393. The following statement shows the grants allotted to the Local 
Boards for expenditure on their roads and the sums spent :— 








Amount of | Amount 
Name or Locat Boanrp. allotment. | spent. 
cannes emcclrag aS | 5p ME 





894. A Sanitary r on a salary of Rs. 40 a month was employed 
during the year under the Arrah Local Board. rangements have been made 
for another Sanitary Inspector for the whole district on a salary of Rs. 50a 
month. ; 

_ 895, Raja Raj Rajeswari Pershad Singh of Surujpura resigned the Vice- 
Chai ip of the Sasaram Local during the on as he seal not afford 
time to attend to the duties of the The largest number of meetings was: 
held by the Arrah Local Board, and the members of thj Board continue to show 
interest in their work. The number of meetings held by the Sasaram Board 
was only 8. The Chairman says that there was no more work for the members 
to discuss, but the Magistrate remarks that the Chairman might probably have 
found more work for them if he had chosen. _ The Local Boards continued to 


have charge of fourth and fifth class roads, primary education, sanitation and 


‘and Bhabhua during the yeas and found them generally in good order. ‘The 


es 
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only non-official Chairman is Babu Chaturbhuj Saha, Chairman of the Arrah 
Local Bourd, who, the Magistrate reports, devotes much attention to his duties. 

397. Saran.—There were altogether 15 meetings held by the District 
Board, of which two fell through owing to want of a quorum. On an average | 
13-8 members attended, or 44°5 per cent., against 48°65 in the ee year. 
Mr. Slack reports that the standing committees for finance, education and public 
works did much good work. ; 

898. The number of meetings held by the three Local Boards at Chapra, 
Siwan, and Gopalganj were 10, 13, and 5 respectively, as against 11, 10, and 6 
in the previous year; bat of the above 8 fell through at Chapra and as many as 
6 at Siwan for want of a quorum. The paucity of meetings at Gopelgans 
partly explained by the fact that for three months the Board was without either 
a Chairman or Vice-Chairman. 'lhe work, however, the Magistrate says, did 
not in any way suffer by this interregnum, as the Subdivisional Officer carried it 
on with, I presume, the.consent of the members. Compared with the previous 
yer there is a falling off in average attendance, except at Gopalganj. The 

agistrate says that on the whole the working of the District and Local 
Boards was satisfactory. Looking at defaults by the Local Boards of Chapra 
and especially of Siwan, this is a kind-hearted view. 

399. Champaran.—There is no Local Board in this district. Thirteen 
ordinary meetings were held by the District Board during the year, in three of 
which there was noquorum: ‘Ihe members generally took interest in discussing 
questions of general policy, and no interference was attempted by them in executive 
matters. Strictly speaking, the whole of the work during the year was, the 
Magistrate writes, done by the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and Deputy Inspector 
of Schools under the orders of the Chairman. 

400. Muzaffarpur—During the year 22 meetings were convened by the 
District Board. Of these 13 were held and 9 had to be adjourned for want of 
& quorum, mainly due to the death of two of the most active European members 
find apathy of certain native members in attending the meetings. The 
Magistrate, who is Chairman, reports, however, that he prevented any hurtful 
delay by, in each case of failure, holding the adjourned meeting within a week 
from the date of the adjournment. ‘The average attendance at each meeti 
was 7°15 against 6:9 of the preceding year. ‘he Muzaffarpur, Hajipur, an 
Sitamarhi Local Boards convened 9, 7, and 5 meetings respectively during the 
year, of which 8, 3, and 2 respectively had to be adjourned. 

401. No new power was given to any of the Local Boards during the 
year under report. ‘They continued to administer the grants for village roads 
and to control the working of ¢attle pounds. 

402. Darbhanga.—Seventeen meetings were held by the District Board, in 
two of which there was no quorum. Out of the 17, 6 were special meetings. 
The average attendance at each meeting was 11°5 against 117 of the preceding 
year. ‘I'he attendance of the official members was satisfuctory. 

403. The three Local Boards at Darbhanga, Samastipur, and Madhubani 
held 9, 8, and 11 meetings respectively during the year. The attendance 
at these was fair. The Local Boards are in charge of the village roads and the 
pounds in their jurisdiction. They have also certain powers with regard to the 
administration of primary education and general supervision over the works of 
the Sub-Inspectors of Schools. ‘There are about 700 miles of village roads, A 
sum of Rs. 12,776 was allotted for their repairs, and the money was made over 
to the Local Boards for expenditure. Almost the whole of this sum was 
expended. Each of the Local Boards has got a sub-overseer under them to 
look after road works. The Magistrate writes:—‘“ The Boards, both District 
and Local, are useful adjuncts to the administration of this district. 1 have 
some doubt, however, whether the amalgamation of the Sadar Local Board with 
the District Board would not be both an economical and useful measure. The 
area of roads under tlie Local Board is small, and could be worked without any 
inerease to the District Board staff.” 1 am inclined to agree with Mr. Tute 
on this matter, provided the measure is assented to by both of the Boards 


404, It is not easy to give one’s opinion in a condensed form, and with- 
ont writing an essay, on the progress and guecess, or otherwise, of the system of 
Local Self-Government in this country. Putting the matter as shortly as I can, 
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_my own opinion is that the experiment has to a certain extent been a success, 
though not in the way hoped for by its originators. Experience of the work- 
ing of the system brings into relief the fact that although the different local 

ies are, a8 a rule, extremely useful as consultative bodies and in strengthen- 
ing the hands of the executive, yet, with a few notable exceptions, they are not 
fit, and probably never will be fit, to be left to manage their affairs themselves. 
I have often been struck with the contrast presented between the reports on the 
working of the District Boards and those on the working of the Municipal 
Committees. Take, for instance, the accounts of the working of each class of 
these two bodies in the preceding paragraphs of this report. It will be seen 
that while the District Boards are genera ly described as having worked well, 
the reverse is the case with several of the more important municipalities. The 
reason of this is to be found in the difference in the class of work required 
from each body. The District Boards have nothing to do with making assess- 
ments and collections; they are not responsible, beyond merely assenting to 
proposals and voting funds, for the execution of projects or the proper carrying 
out of other administrative details. Practically the whole responsibility, both 
as regards provision of funds and carrying out the work, devolves upon the 
Magistrate-Collector, the District Engineer, and (in a minor degree) the 
Deputy Inspector of Schools, and their respective staffs, the functions of the 
Board being in effect only of a consultative sabbane. But with municipalities 
the case is different. The Municipal Commissioners have to make, or at least 
to supervise the making of, assessments and collections, and to carry out the 
whole of the executive work themselves. And in all these active duties, 
whether from inertia, dislike to increase taxation, an instinctive shrinking from 
responsibility, or want of proper appreciation of the rules of sanitation, or 
from all these failings combined, if left to themselves, they almost invariabl 
fall short of the standard of excellence one would wish to see them attain. It 
is a regretable fact, but no less true, that in one municipality after another, 
any important reform, however patent its need, is, as a rule, only introduced in 
consequence of direct official pressure. And not only so, but the ordinary 
administration of each municipality, if not constantly looked into and brouglit 
into line by the officers of Government, is almost certain in a short time to fall 
into a state of laisser-aller and disorder. 

405. Though I thus feel forced to admit that whatever hopes the founders 
of the scheme had of their alumni ever being able to walk alone have not been 
realised, yet I think that the scheme has certainly succeeded in being of use, 
although not in the way anticipated. The District Boards have certainly been 
an undoubted success in the role of advisers and upholders of the executive; 
and the system itself is a guarantee that everything is done coram publico; it 
ensures good counsels (or at least discussion) and publicity. That the members 
do not individually take part in the active work, or only to a very small degree, 
does not matter. The bios is to get the work done, and it is done; and the 
Board seo that it is done; and their usefulness is thus complete. In the case of 
municipalities also I consider that the system has in a way worked beneficially, 
notwithstanding the general failure of the municipal bodies to turn out good 
work, except under pressure. The fact is that the Magistrate instead of being 
’ the responsible head ‘of a more or less inefficient body has now become its censor. 
There are many matters which an overworked officer, if he has to see to them 
himself, may be forced to let slide; but he will not be content to allow another 

son to do so. Whatever his own personal failings, he has no compunction 
in keeping others up to their work. Add to this that Government of late years 
has particularly insisted upon the Magistrate performing his duties as censor 
in a very thorough manner. The result is that shortcomings in municipal 
administration are now much more freely brought to light and criticised, and 
_ reform insisted on than formerly was the case when the Magistrate was himself 

a tie chiefly responsible, and there was practically no one to find fault 
with him. 

406, On the whole, however, I doubt very much whether, under the 
_ present system, we shall ever, in municipal matters, get beyond a certain limited 
point; and I am afraid that we have about reached it, Signs are not wanting 





of an unwillingness among municipal bodies to bestir themselves actively ox to 
listen to advice, and Ifear that the feeling is growing. Andif this goes on it may 
















be found in time that. the: legislation of theolast 12) yeans shas weakened the oh 
hands of Government to/an extent inconsistent, with.theipablic, HOHE 
XXX1.—EMPLOYMENT |OF MUHAMMADANS. 
407. The following table shows the employment of, Mihammadans in be 
the grades of Government service (viz. with Ialary of above Rs..100 aud o 
Rs..100 and under) and the percentage for each district :— see 
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Peale held Ei 
< . 4 -_ - ha 
1 | 2] s 4 5 6 7 vv 
Patna HA 28 2 6 4 2 2 3302 
Gaya 27 2 4 6 aed ae 82" 
Shahabad vo} Mh 7 Ri (een py 30 | 
Saran 2 1 5 4 pee a1 
\ Champaran 10 2 1 a 8 
Muzaffarpur 2 2 7 7 os bs | 
Darbhanga 18 2 1 8 1 2 on 
Total 185 9 32 2% 3 4 


The percentage of Muhammadans to entire population .in this, Division: is 


' 11°43, while the percentage of gazetted appointments of: above Rs: 100 held by 
thomis 17-4,’ Of nine gazetted appointments of Rs, 100and under, Muhammadans 


hold four. In Champaranvalone: the ntage. of appoimtments sheldoby, the 
Muhammadansin the:.grades-of “above Rs.!)100; was; less than | the ) pergentage of 


“their population. | In all others it was higher, 


408. Mr. Slack writes:—~. 

“In filling up a‘ vacancy I ernie! ‘always see~to what ‘side the docal 
roportion between ‘the Fiinilun ‘Masalmans leans. “If it is on the side of» the 
atter, then the selection’is made irrespective of religion; if on'the-former, then 

the best Musalman, should: he “be intellectually capable: of: doing’ the werk) is 
chosen.” a 

409, I am not prepared to entirely. subscribe to the latter part of 
Mr. Slack’s rule. Qualifications being equal, it would ‘be ri ht, in the case 
supposed, to select the Muhammadan competitor. “But if the Hindu were 
undoubtedly the better qualified man of the two, he should be preferred.’ 


XXXIL—POST OFFICES ‘AND TELEGRAPH. 


410. The working of these offices continues: to be satisfactory. The 
Magistrate of Darbhanga, however, reports‘ that ‘therewere a ‘few instances 
in which the mail bags with all’ the letters’ contained in ‘them were mis- ] 
. carried. He also remarks that'the reduction of ‘Samu, ipur post office from a i 
head office to a sub-office has led to considerable ‘noon renienoé!"< Busting 
letters are now delivered a day later than’ they used ‘to’ be. Depositors also 


_ cannot now withdraw money from the Savings Bank: with? the same: facility: as 
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The steady increase in the transactions, both as regards issues and ‘pay. 
ments, is a proof of the public appreciation of the post office asa mente Mak 
remitting money. 

412. The following statement shows the Post Office Savings Bank trans- 
actions in the last two years :— 
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It will be seen that although the number of accounts opened during the yg 
year was slightly er than in the preceding men there was a-decrease both Fond 


in the number and the amount of deposits, ‘This is probably owing to the 
reduction of the limit of the amount which can be annually deposited by each 
depositor from Rs, 500 to Rs, 200, and of the maximum limit from Rs. 8,000 to 
Rs. 2,000. At the same time the number and amount of withdrawals increased 
and so did the number of accounts closed. Fewer accounts remained open on ; 
the 31st March 1894 than on the last day-of the previous year, The total amount 
in deposit, however, on the last day of the year under report considerably 
exceeded that on the corresponding day of the previous year, which may be 
accepted as a.mark of the appreciation and confidence of the public. 
413. A new railway telegraph office has been alata at ‘l'ehta on the / 
Patna-Gaya railway, and an office is expected shortly to be opened at Aurangabad. f 
The Magistrate of Gaya says that a telegraph office at Sherghati and the 
extension of the telegraph lines down the Eastern Sone Catal to Daudnagar and 
Arwal and from Nawada to, Bihar are much needed. The telegraph _ office 
which was opened at Roserah in afl om Saga the Ist January last has 
uready proved to be self-supporting. The li may, the Magistrate says, with 
advantage be extended to Mohinddinagar, ‘Tajpur, and Pusa. He also 
that the status of the office at Laheriaserai may with advantage be 
from third to.second class, so that. the public may utilise, it the whole of 
ty instead of ouly during the limited hours ~~ fixed. 2 cats MLS I 
‘14, mail ro took place during the year. _Two pos 
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- of money-orders, and they were tried and con 
. different terms of imprisonment. 
415, The system of reyenue and rent money-orders has dealt with 
in section XVII. ‘ : seo -] 
ee . “i OS! 
or XXXIN.—(a) ZAMINDARI DAK. a 
; 416. There was no change in the management of the zamindari dak, which 
continued under the Postal Department subject to the control of the District 
Magistrate. The cess is now realised by the Collector, the latest dates of 
~ payment in Bihar being fixed by the new tauzi rules as the 29th May and 13th 
ecember. ‘The object of the rule was that the demand should fall due 30 
» days before the first and third land revenue kists; but as the dates for these kists 
are fixed in Bihar according to the Fasli year, the first of them falls on the 7th 
June, so that the 6th May should have been the date for the corresponding 
dék cess kist. The matter has been brought to the notice of the Board of 
Revenue. 
417. The cess has been fixed at the following rates for five years from Ist 
_ January 1893:— 







. 


: » Rs. a. p. 

Patna ~ 44. 0 8 Oper Rs. 1,000 of Government revenue. 

Gaya BD. O sus ” ” ” 

Shahabad 012 0 y ” ” ” 

Saran 140°, ” ” ” 

Champaran 190, ” ” ” 

Muzaffarpur 012.0 ” ” ” ” 
b Darbhanga 1 2 0 ” ” ” ” 
; The rate in Shahabad has lately been reduced from 12 annas to 10 annas. 
., 418. The subjoined statement shows the income and expenditure of the 


' dék fund in the several districts during the year under report ;— 
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Disrnicr. ens. Receipts. | Expenditure. band. 
a 1 [n%@ | 3 | 4 | 5 
Rs. Rs. Re Rs. 
Patna 11,369 8,893 6,909 | 13,358 
Gare 14,036 | 16087 | 15,515 | 14,608 
Shubabad 11,548 | 19,288 | 10,671 | 14,160 
Seren 12,016 | 16,701. | 11,000 | 17,687 
Champaran 8,686 9,628 | 7,668 | 10,651 
Muzaffarpur 9463 |  9.278-| 9,582 8,159 
‘Darthangs 6206 | ain | ous 











78,374" 80,989 | 69,418 
58,918 | 84,288 



















“manner by Mr. Oldham, the Subdivisional Officer, and Mr. Munro, District Super- 


“of Agricul 
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Me (2). —FALKS, + 
. The most important fair in this Division is the Sonepur fairin Saran. » 
lasted for fifteen days from the 6th to 20th November 1894. Owing “to 
ongation of the rains and the unusual uvhealthiness of the year, the numbéey » 
people who attended the fair was fewer than ordinarily. The sanitary 
ancy arrangements were carried out under the supervision of the 
Magis rate, the District Engineer, the District Superintendent of Police, and the 
Civil Surgeon. Sixty public latrines were constructed as against 40.in the previous 
year, and permits for 198 private ones as against 239 in 1893 were issuedy » 
A hospital shed, with a native doctor and a compounder in charge, was con- & 
structed at a suitable site, and a set of palki-bearers with a duli was kept in®: 
readiness to convey cholera patients to a shed specially constructed for their 
treatment at a convenient distance from the fair. In all, 368 cases of sickness 
were treated, the prevailing causes being diarrhea, dysentery, fever, and bron- 
chitis. The number of cholera cases was 17. This disease appears to have been 
imported from the Hajipur subdivision, where it was prevalent. The disease 
fortunately did not become epidemic. The affected persons were at once 
removed to the cholera camp, and the localities where the cases occurred 
disinfested. The io ae made for conservancy and a good water-supply — 
much to prevent the spread of the disease. Considerin 
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Surgeon considers, remarkably good. The receipts from various sources ~ 
amounted to Rs. 1,572 and the expenditure to Rs. 3,632, the balance being met — 
from the Government grant of Rs. 3,000 allowed under the head “Fairs” to the 4 
Saran district. The District Board, on the recommendation of the Horse Show 
Committee, however, decided to discontinue the award of prizes to owners of | 
horse stock, for the reason that Bihar is not a horse-breeding country, and they — 
propose in future to grant prizes for cattle instead. An application for the _ 
continuance of a portion of the grant of Ks, 400 contributed to the Horse Show * 
Fund by the Government of India and its diversion to the above purpose is — 
under consideration by Government. There are three other principal fairs in this 
district, namely, the Silhowri, M elhwar, and Thaway fairs, the gatherings at which 
were estimated at 80,000, 60,000, and 50,000, respectively. Suitable sanitary 
and conservaacy arrangements were made at each. There were four cases of 
cholera at the last-named fair, of which two proved fatal. There was no out- 
break of disease at the other two. ‘ 

421. In Patna, with the exception of the Rajgir fair, which is triennial, 
there is no fair deserving special mention. 

422. In Gaya the principal fairs are the Bisua and Kartik Purnima held 4 


at Salempur, close to Gaya, in April and November, Deokund Baisakhi, and . 
Phaguni mélas in April and February, and the Rafiganj Bisua méla held also in 
Fee The attendance at all was about the same as usual. The usual sanitary 
arrangements were made and no disease broke out in epidemic form in any of 
the gatherings. No agents of the Gowrakshini Sabha were reported to have 
preached inst kine-killing at any of the fairs as in the previous year. 

423. The most important fair in Shahabad is held at Barahpur near 
Raghunathpur in the Buxar subdivision. It was as usual held twice, onco 
in April and again in February. It is essentially a cattle fair, but horse-dealers 
also attend. The usual ar ments were carried out in a very efficient 


intendent of Police. There was no sign of any public feeling on the Gowrak- 

shini question. One of the noticeable features of the February fair was the 

ticultural exhibition which was held in conjunction with it.” The idea was 

'. Oldham’s, and all the arrangements were successfully carried out by him 

with the assistance of a local committee, The District Board subscribed 

Rs, 400 and the Agricultural Department Rs. 250, and other subscriptions were 
ived from some of the zamindars. Mr, Basu was deputed by the Director ~ 


a - 





. ture to give his assistance. Prizes were given for exhibiis of field ‘em 
produce and live-stock. The Magistrate reports that the exhibition 
ed success and attracted a large and orderly concourse of sight seers. 
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. » No outbreak of disease occurred at either of ‘these large fairs. There are't 
“\ fairs’held at Buxar, They are called the Khichri, Amawas, and Satuan ‘ 
P tively. They are essentially bathing festivals and are usually attended 
* eal to four thousand people. The principal articles of merchandise expo 
fox sale in these fairs were piece-goods, brassware, earthen ware, » variéty 
= manufacture. At the Bhalooni fair in the Sasaram subdivision t 
as a gathering of 80,000 E tein The usual sanitary arrangements were ms 
at the expense of the Maharaja of Dumraon, to whom the village belongs. © 
believe that there were no cases of cholera at any of the above fairs. fase 
° 424. In Champaran, as mentioned in last year’s report, the chief fairs are 
«Bettiah, Tribeni, and Areraj mélas. The Bettiah méla is held about the time 
‘of the Durga Puja. The attendance was smaller than the average owing to 
“ethe inelemency of the weather due to the lateness of the rains, The ‘Tribeni 
" méla is held at Tribeni en the Gandak on the boundary between Champaran _ 
and Nepal. It is held twice in the year. The Areraj méla is also held twice. =~ 
_ Phe attendance was as usual, 
425 he only fair of importance in the Muzaffarpur district is the © 
!  Sitamarhi fair held during the Ram Navami festival in the month of Cheyt. The “j 
\. Magistrate estimates that over 100,000 persons came to the fair, and about sixtyor — 
venty thousand bullocks, It is widely known as a cattle fair. The sanitary 
arrangements were effectively made by the local zamindars under the supervision 
the Subdivisional Officer, Mr. Egerton, and the Municipal Commissioners. 
he fair passed off successfully without any outbreak of disease. 
426. There are no fairs of any importance in Darbhanga. 









(ec) POUNDS. 


; 427. The number of pounds and the receipts for the last two years are 
given in the subjoined statement for the several districts :-— 




















Nii Name or Disrricr. Number of 
1893-94. | 1894-95. 
et 
a 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 
_ Thaw Rs. Re 
. ; Patna ah 6025 | 5,284 
Fe Gaya Eithe osb 12,172 | 12,096 
a Shahabad cm 7717 | 6,938 
Saran 4,160 |. 4,702 
Champaran 14,036 | 12,830 
Muzuffarpur ee 4,118 8,754 
Darbhanga 6,992 | 5,292 _ 
-. Total | 545 | 85,220 | 60,850 
aa "Ff will bo observed that he Pallitigoff tn ‘reoctpte’se wenoraly <<) or A 


_ 428. In Champaran most of the pounds were under the khasi1 


. - © District Board during the- ir. The falli ‘ fF i ‘ 
%  tectbuted by tho Magistrate tothe of thetponind: 
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an , : ee a ES OAR a 
farining system h cine introd the beginning resent year, dt . | 
9 Mee es at tee other The Magistrate of Gaya exfitealiaeg i 
falling off in receipts to be due to smaller sales of impounded cattle. The Magis =~ 
Pe of attributes it to the teaching of the Gowrakshini movement,, + ~ 
“he,other Magistrates merely say that the bids obtained at the auction cok st | 
pre less than at the previous settlement, This is patent enough, and isthe = « 
int that should have been explained. It is very probable that the Gowtak-» “ =» 
shini movement may, as Mr. Marindin suggests, have affected the pound receipts, “A 


? 
but I should haye expected the effect to have been less felt at the settlement 
for 1894-95 than at those for 1893-94. Possibly the more favourable seasons of 
» 1893-94, as compared with those of the two preceding years, and the consequent + 
better provision of fodder, led to a smaller use of the pounds, and made the 
; senders for the time a less paying one than prvndy: This to my mind 
_» is a more likely explanation than that the Gowrakslini movement is stil © 
inducing the cultivators to sink their private interests in an increasing degree. 
429 The new forms of accounts were introduced, generally, during the ; 
year. It is said that the pound keepers find the forms somewhat complicated, ~~ 
but they will no doubt get used to them in time. ce 
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XXXIV.—SOCIAL AND POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS. 


430. The two most important institutions under this head in the Divisi 
are the Indigo Planters’ Association and the Bihar Landholders’ Association, | 
which Sir W, Bb. Hudson and the Maharaja of Darbhanga are the respecti 
Presidents. Both Assocations were frequently scnentiet during the year 
public questions, such as the maintenance of the record of rights, &c. 

431. The Congress movement. still shows but little vitality in Bihar, If 
has, 1 understand, but few adherents among Biharis, although the Beng: 
community continue to support it with some show of energy. 

432. The only social institution in the Patna City is the Bihar Hetai 
Library, regarding which the Magistrate of Patna remarks as follows:— 3 

“A fair number of educated men of the city belong to this institution, ? 
which is purely a reading club taking in the most important English and verna- ”” 
cular dailies and periodicals. The premises of this Society are situated in the 
chawk and are small and ill-lighted. During the rains last year a committee ~~ 
was formed with a view to build premises for alibrary and club on the Mangle’s 
tank. The necessary site has been obtained from the Municipal Commissioners, © 
and all that is now wanting is the necessary funds. Subscriptions to the 
amount of above three thousand rupees have been collected. Such an institu. — 
tion would be an immense boon to the city, and I hope to be able to « he... 
proposal through.” ae 

433. The Victoria Jubilee Club is supported by the large native society — - 
of Bankipore. ‘Tho club takes in several daily papers and periodicals, and _ 
possesses a good billiard table and tennis courts. a 

434. Regarding the Anjuman-Islamia and the Anjuman-i-Momini Ass 
ciations at Gaya, the Collector reports as follows :— — 

“The Anjuman-i-Islamia, representing the Sunni community, was reorgan- _ 
ised during the year under a Bengali Muhammadan pleader of the local bak, 
Maulvi Fazalul Bari, and appears to have devoted its attention principally to ye 
the Armenian atrocities, the anti-kine-killing agitation, the Shia Alam™ © 
question, and the employment of Muhammadans in the public service. 

“The other Muhammadan Association, the Aujuman-i-Momini, represent- - 
ing the Shia interests, gave unremitting attention to the Shia Alam question, . 
and was instrumental in getting a memorial on the subject presented to thé ' 
Government of India?’ 27 e 

435, Regarding the branch of the Kayasth Sabha at the same placg.« - 
Mr. Macpherson remarks— 7 oj 

“ The Kayasth Sabha has been reorganised during the year with an ener- “*.— 

ic pleader of the local bar as Secretary, and has held more frequent meetings * et 
ail th an before to consider social questions affecting the welfare of the writer caste” 
*) an Bihar, foremost among them ye curtailment of marriage expenses.“ " 
*& Whe interests-of this pushing class of the Bihar community have been ome : 
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of the Kayasth Conference held at Benares during 
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“year, not to re-admit into caste Mr. Sachitananda Sinha, who has*qualified i 


- England as a barrister.” ‘ 
: 6. The only new association founded during the year, and the only — 

“wne of its kind in the Division, is the Rate-payers’ Association at Arrah, — 

t, Marindin thus describes its origin :— 5 og 

» “There was some agitation in the town of Arrah among the rate payers 
last February against the imposition of the water-rate, and a Rate-payers’ Asso- 
ciation was formed to protest against the tax. A c:rtain amount of intimidation 
was practised against persons who continued to use the pipe water, but this 
was proper suppressed and the agitation subsided.” 

..,. 487. Mr, Marindin also notices the fact that the annual Muhammadan 
Education Conference was held at Arrah in February last. A number of 

apes and gentlemen from Dinapore, Chapra, Muzaffarpur, Ghazipur, Benares, 

ucknow, the Punjab and other more distant places took part in it. 
438. This movement has during the past -year lost much of its former 
te vitality, and especially of its influence for mischief 
odsmammes ane 7 as an agitating medium. Many of its principal 
members have withdrawn their assistance, though the Marwari and shop-keeping 
class continue to support it. 1 give the following extracts from the District 
Officers’ reports :— 

» © Patna.—“ The Gowrakshini Sabha of the place is principally kept up by the 
fs Marwaris, who pay a tithe in the Shape of a Se Oe on all their transactions. 
~ The Socicty maintains a “goshallah” for old and diseased cuttle, but disorder 
Pi and want of method are said to be its leading characteristics.” 

Gaya —‘‘ The Gaya Gowrakshini Sabha continues to be carried on by the 
| trading class in the town of Gaya, but scems to confine its operations to further- 
| ing the humane objects with which it was ostensibly started. ‘The more influen- 

tial members of the community have withdrawn active co-operation in the 

* movement, since the mischievous results of its teaching in the hands of ignorant 
ig and irresponsible agents led to its being regarded with suspicion by the authori- 
},° ties.” 

‘ Muzaffarpur.—* There is a Gowrakshini Sabha at Sitamarhi and at Hajipur 
and Lalganj. ‘These institutions still continue to exist, but have not shown any 
particular activity in the year under report.” 

Darbhanga.—“ The Gowrakshini movement, as far as any political signifi- 
cance is concerned, has died out. The sabhas that exist confine their operations 
in a half-hearted way to the legitimate objects of their existence, the preserva- 
tion of sick and old cattle.” 


a STATE OF PUBLIC FEELING AND THE PUBLIC PRESS. 


* 


439. In paragraphs 491 to aigdey last cmt? reper a full account 
aS: was given of the anti-kine-killin itation in Bihar 
ei peer ee during the yeur 1893 and the fica gaemiha of 1894, 

of the riots in several districts which ensued from it, and of the preventive 
measures which Government were in consequence obliged to take in the 
Patna, Gaya, and Shahabad districts. It was also stated that the Bakr-Id 
festival in June 1894 had passed safely without any riotous scenes, with the 
. exception of one case in the Siwan subdivision of the Saran district, where a 
mob of Hindus had seized a cow from two Muhammadan passers-by. 1 have now 
to add that in that case several of the leaders of the mob were judicially punished 
by the Subdivisional Officer of Siwan, and an additional police force of one head 
constable and four constables was quartered on the village concerned for three 
months by way of a warning. There were also, as mentioned in that report, a 
few cases, some half a dozen in the whole of the Division’, where a disposition 
_ was shown by the Hindus to interfere with Mulhammadan sacrifices, but all 
_ these were settled without any disturbance, either by the Muhammadan 
_ consenting to substitute a goat or a sheep for his sacrifice, or to hold it in the 
house of a friend where it was admitted to be an established custom, or by 
«othe Magistrate summarily deciding the case on its merits. I may mention that 
the most important ot eee ai! as the one most likely to lead to serious 
_ consequences, occurred in the heart of the Patna City, where, on the da e 
‘the Bakr-Id (of 1894), a wealthy Hindu bannia phearacted @ Mubau i ie 
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a jong the, sect & neighboring Muhsin ah 
measures were, Howeren taken by binding down the offender to keep 
by, at the same time, moving a body of military police from 


e and 
0 a aed @ city; confidence was restored, and the incident ended. 
440, Following the Bakr-Id of 1894, the high state of tension between 
the two sects was perceptibly relaxed, and the ensuing Muharram pessed 
‘without any display of ill-feeling. The same was the case with the two large 
catilé fairs at Barahpur in the Shahabad district, which in previous-years had 
been the scene of more than one serious disturbance. During the rest of the’ 
ear, until certain recent events which will be noticed below, peace has every- 
rhere been meer eh and it is a noticeable fact that in the two districts 
(Gaya and Shahabad) where the outbreaks in 1893 were most prevalent, and 
the measure of quartering additional police had to be most largely resorted to, | 
the relations of the two parties may be said to have almost quite regained 
their former friendly live-and-let-live character, as the following extracts from 
the Disttict Officers’ reports will show. Thus Mr. Macpherson, the Magistrate 
of Gaya, says :-—“ Tt 18 gratifying to be able to record that the movement 
against kine-killing has not in the slightest degree excited public feeling in a 
mischievous manner during the year, inspite of the intensity of the agitation 
on this subject in the early part of the previous year. All the leadin 
members of both the Hindu and the Muhammadan communities have continued 
to display much good sense and loyal feeling in this matter, which culminated 
in expressions of genuine mutual tolerance on the occasion of the visit of His 
ewe the Lieutenant-Governor in November and of His Excellency the 
iceroy in March,” and Mr, Marindin, the Magistrate of Shahabad, remarks :— 


““ The influence of the Gowrakshini Sabhas in the district appeared to have 
pretty well died out by the commencement of the year. A good deal of 
anxiety, however, was felt at the time of the large cattle fair at Barahpur in 
April, and at the Bakr-ld of 1894, and special precautions were taken to 
be in readiness to supress any disturbance which might arise. No disturbance 
took place, and there was no sign of ill-feeling at the Barahpur méla, or at the 
Bakr-Id, between the Hindus and Muham 8. The relations between ‘the 
two races seemed in fact to be entirely amicable, and the Muhammadans were 

icularly careful not to do anythivg which would insult the religious pre- 
judices of the Hindus, while the latter raised no objection to the customary 
sacrifices.” 

441, The reports from the other districts have also (with the exception 
referred to above) been, throughout the past year, of the same re-assuring 
character, . 

442, At the same time it is not to be supposed that the fanatical feeling” 
which this mischievous agitation excited has yet been Ase quenched ; 
nor can those who fostered it expect that the desire for retaliation, which they 
have foolishly aroused in the opposite party, will suddenly die away and be no 
more felt. The embers still remain, and the position, I fear, will have to be 
one of anxious watchfulness for some time to come. 

443, A week before the end of the year under report a serious outbreak 
occurred ata village called Mathurapur in the Shewhar thanna of Muzaffar- 
ur, on the border of the Champaran district. The village consists of 69 
i uses of Hindus and 21 of Muhammadans. It appears that the Muhammadans 
had for many years past an unroofed and unused (?) masjid in the outskirts 
of the illege. ‘This they recently roofed-and otherwise improved, and on the 
29nd March last they recommenced using the renovated building. The 
Hindus immediately commenced blowing sbells and making other noises to 
annoy the Muhammadans whenever they assembled for pipvers The 
itdhéoumadans, according to ee eh report, bore this in silence, 
ing, however, i of the mosque, Meanwhile, according to the 
+ that the Muhammadans intended on the 
the-mosgue. The 
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a says attack on the small Muhammadan population, twenty-three of whor 
were apeuded principally from /athi blows, ere of them sverly, havi i 
arms or legs broken Ccohuding a woman whose arm was broken). ‘I'he police sab-— 
inspector, who went to the spot with two constables, was chased away, and on 
the following day, when he again appeared to hold an enquiry, the mob of 
Hindus re-assombled and again hunted him from the spot. Finally, the District 


Superintendent of Police, with a body of police, arrived, and. the enquiry was 


continued. The result of the case was that some 26 of the rioters were con- 
*yicted and punished by the District Magistrate, and a body of additional police, 
consisting of 10 constables and 2 officers, have been quartered on the 
offending villages for 15 months (in order ta cover the period of next year's 
Bakr-Id). 
ad But this unfortunately is not all. Within a few miles of Mathurapur, 
both .on the’ Muzaffarpur and on the Champaran side of the border, are a 
number of villages containing a strong Muhammadan element ,of a Pathan 
source. It became wis that these people, in revenge for the treatment 
of their co-religionists at Mathurapur, had resolved to sacrifice at the coming 
Bakr-Id more cows than usual, and that the Hindus were determined to Beerenk 
them. Every possible precaution was taken by the Magistrate of each district, 
specially in Champaran, where the danger appeared greatest. The Magistrate, 
<t. E. G, Colvin, and. District Superintendent, Mr. Tucker, personally visited 
the disaffected villages during’ the days immediately preceding the Bakr-Id. 
After an infructuous attempt to bring the sroigaroee to an amicabJe agreement, 
the Magistrate, after due enquiry, summarily decided where sacrifices were. or 
were not to be held; u number of the ins on both. sides were made special 
constables, or bound down to keep the peace ; and bodies of armed police from 
the district reserve and from the military police detachment at Bankipore were 
posted in selected central positions, ‘The result was that on the ham Ta! 
side of the border, where the recent lesson of additional police was probably 
taken more to heart than in the neighbouring district, everything passed off 
quietly. So also in the villages in veers where the precautions I have 
described were taken. But the. fanatical feeling had spread beyond this line 
of defence, and large crowds, of Hindus suddenly appeared. in places where no 
disturbance was anticipated, bent upon attacking the Muhammadans wherever 
they could find them, Thus a Muhammadan village called Bara Fureed, where 
it is believed no sacrifice took place, was wautonly attacked by a mob who had 
been disappdinted by finding armed police at another place og inst which they 
had ieigtealbt proceeded ; while close to the Dhaka thana and in other direc- 
tions mobs assembled..and.were only dispersed by the personal efforts of the 


~Ibistrict Superintendent of Police or other police officers, and with considerable 


difficulty. But the. worst feature of all was a most inexcusable outrage com- 
mitted on the large Muhammadan village of Bijai on the 8th June 1895, after 
the Bakr-Id was over. The alleged cause siibears to be that a Hindu, a few 
days previously, passing through the village, had been abused and assaulted, 
It seems doubtful if this is true, but in any case it did not warrant the subse- 
uent conduct of the Hindu mob. The entire village was gutted; nearly all 
the houses, to the number of about 80, were burnt; everything that could 
be carried away of cage was looted ; the men, wherever they could be 
caught, were mercilessly beaten, and the women stripped of their ornaments. 
Two indigo-planters, whos were present and. did all they could to restrain the 
mob, but in vain, witnessed the whole oceurrence. . : iss hang 
445. Some 40 odd arrests have been made in this case (which has since 
been committed to the sessions). Other arrests have been made in the Dhaka 
and Bara Fnreed cases, which are under trial by the District Magistrate. 
Mr. Colvin has also submitted proposals for quartering” additional police in the 
disturbed tracts, which I haye forwarded to Government for orders. 


446. It isa matter for profound regret that the period of », which 
the Division has experienced for the last eighteen months faitice ¢ Basantpr 
riot. in September 1893); should have been thus suddenly broken into. "The 


only satisfaction, if it may be called so, is that the disturban tax’ ata tied 
and can be traced to a local enuse, ‘thes eee of their oa om 
; 7p igen aon an APO i ide agency. This affords hope 
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This curious movement was noticed in paragraph 502 of last year’s 
ae Pay . -Teport, where its po cen pa were dendrite 
Pee ak ” isa ei The opinion I then ventured to give of its origin 
Was subsequently as ee by the Government of India, and has not yet, 
I think, been gainsayed. The most noticeable result of the movement was a 

series of the most nity alarmist: letters, by a number of anonymous writers, 
st ne have prébably ever appeared, in the European press of. this country, 
_ This movement and the Rapeogant “tree blazing” which took its place have 
since spasmodically reappeared for a few days here and there—the work doubt- 
less of superstitious individuals who believe in its efficacy to ward off evil of 
Some sort or other. As remarked by the Magistrate of Muzaffarpur, the good 
orop of are iy this year will no oubt be sargely ascribed to this measure, 
an i e. 


will Justify it in the eyes of the common Peop 
448. Regarding the feeling on this su ject, the Collector of Muzeffar- 
The Cédastral Survey, . ur makes the fol owing observations, with which 


agree :— 

“The survey and record of rights does not excite any strong opposition 
except from a very few landlords. There are many landlords no doubt who 
view with alarm any curtailment of the power which the absence of a reliable 
record gives them. But I think the feeling is He owing among the better class 
of landlords that the record will ei their hands in many ae 

“The general discredit into which the landlords’ papers had fallen affected 
the mass of honest landlords most seriously and rendered it impossible in man 
cases to sue with any chance of success.’ The» raiyats ‘perhaps expect more 


from the record of rights than it will give them, many of them hopi to. 


secure substuntial reductions of rent. But the actual settlement proceedin 


have pero very quiet!y—a sure sign that, whatever their first expectations 
they have not bkaks wuvtontsilbte in their demands.” ; 


449. The Collector of Champaran on the same subject. observes as 
follows :— 


“Tt was found that in one of the villages of the Bettiah Raj the raiyats 
had in a large number of instances encrogched on land which was not ori- 
ginally settled with them, and the result has been an increase of about 
14 per cent. in rents in those ae in which “papa for settlement 
of rent was made, i.e. in about one-third of the whole area cadastrally sur- 
veyed in the preceding season, The tenants, whose rates have always been 


ionally 1] med to recognise the justice of the scttloment,and._ 
tance Oh effected willing rieinpeliiinbe with their landlords. The settle- 


ment does’ not seem to have given rise to er: ill-feeling between the tenant 
and landlord, and bas no doubt done much to prevent any such feeling 
arising in the futtre.” 
ls i interest has lately been aroused among the Hindu 

Ae GENS and Budhist Rosca by an atic which 

nie ng tate ethene POLE SER February last by oF ey sae m a, 
accompani two Budhist priests, to enshrine an image o udha, said to, 
be of oh crag by a paints Japanese artist, in. the temple. The 
image, after bei laced in the temple, was removed from it by the followers 
of the Mohunt ‘of udh Gaya, who ure also charged with having disturbed 
Mr, pala in his p nee of worship. The case has formed the 
subject. of a criminal complaint which is still pending decision before the 


of Gaya. 
451, ; instance of the Magi of Saran, the:route to be taken 
SE ipenay 2 ibe the last of the four regiments which passed 
March of reliefy through the 4 neh. iatri : 


‘maintenance of order, and Mr. Slack t 
bp oka the regimonia detailed to pass th his 
ow the same route. In this. I concur, 
i : . 
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452, ‘The excitement caused by the march of the reliefs through the ~_ 
vorthern districts, to which the inhabitants were unaccustomed, is thus des- 
eribed by the Collector of Darbhanga :— ; pikepon! j oh 
“The movement of troops through the district was also a great pe MH 
of excitement. When the first relief went through, the villages were deserted — 
by the women. The men came round in crowds to stare at the soldiers, and — 
on one occasion when the soldiers burst “into a cheer for some reason, ‘the — 
tors fled across quency in the greatest terror. The men at other camps — 
used this simple device to rid themselves of a staring throng when they were — 
eating their food, ‘The movement of the second relief caused even greater 
excitement; they were Beluchis, and their advent was regarded with dread. . 
It took all the tact of the European residents and educated native gentlemen to — 
assure the people that they had nothing to fear. The troops were models 
of good behaviour during their march through the district. I had nota single . 
complaint from any one, ef 
* ‘458. Patna.—The two leading papers published at Patna are the Bihar . 
Herald and the Bihar Times, both weekly rs, 
pete tin A in English, with about 500 and 600 subscribers, 
respectively. The tone of both papers is moderate. Another paper ublished. 
in English is the Paina Institute Gazette with 150 subscribers. The verna- 
cular papers are the Bihar Bandhu, a monthly Hindi journal with 500 sub-, 
scribers, and the Alpanch, a weekly Urdu with some 400 subscribers... 
454, Gaya.—Tho only papers «pated in this district are two weekly. 
ones of 4 semi-comic character, in Urdu, called the Gaya Punch and the Shohrai, 
Ayaq, the former edited by a Sunni and the: latter by a Shiah. The Magistrate. 
“says that each has influence in its own circle, and there is nothing, he under-. 
stands, objectionable in either. ' soca 
455.  Shahabad.—The Bihar Patriot, started last year by a local pleader, 
has ceased to exist. ; 
456. There are no local newspapers in any of the other districts, but, in . 
all of them there are presses from which pamphlets of various kinds issue, and | 
which take up local printing te om ; news a 
457. The circulation of English and native papers printed elsewhere was 
noticed in paragraph 510 of last year’s report. I have nothing to add to the 
remarks there made. ; 


XXXVIL—CONDUCT OF ZAMINDARS. . 
Aga clase -the zamindats of ‘Bihar are loyal and willing to ¢o- , 
—~@perate with the authorities in matters of’ public Pa | and usefulness, The. 
estates of the great landholders are, as a rale, well and systematically manuged, 
and the tenants have but little real cause of complaint. Indeed, in some of the 
larger estates, such as the Bettiah Raj, they occupy their holdings on remarkably 
easy terms. But in the small subdivided and co-parcenery properties the case is 
as a rule very different. In such. a property the rent of each field is of 
importance to the petty and grasping malik, an gery possible opportunity is 
taken to enhance it, whether by fair means or foul, resulting in a state of 
constant friction and harassment of the raiyats. — The only real remedy for this 
is a survey and record of rights such as is now being made in the northern 
districts of this Division. sea 
459. In Gaya the Collector, Mr D. J. Macpherson, reports that the only 
considerable zamindar whose conduct has attracted unfavourable notice is the 
Raja of Maksudpur, who has in his employ agents who do not hesitate to act 
very oppressively towards the tenants. Most of the leading zamindars of 
the district, the Collector adds, are not as a rule wise “in the selection of 
their agents, whose attitude, as well as that of their masters, towards the raiyats 
ix, generally speaking, unsympathetic. ‘There‘has, however, been no 
uestion' of late to lead to any unusual’ differences. The zamindars of his 
Tistriot are as a body thoroughily loyal to Government, and the visits of His 
Excellency the Viceroy and of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor during 
the-year called forth»enthusiastic demonstrations of this feeling, Satisaniest 
- °460; +The premature death of the —_- of Dumraon, which occurred in’ 
the early part of the year under review, was noti —— 516 of last 
year’s report. The widowed Maharani and the’ Dewan Rai Jai Prokash Lal! 
, rg 
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Bahadur, ot. were appointed joint-exeoutors of the will of the doocased 
_ nobleman, under the Pam of which’ the latter has retained the Position of. 
' Manager which he held during the Maharaja’s lifetime. Mr. Marindin, the 

Collector of Shahabad, remarks as follows :— 








Bahadur, c.1.z., and Raja Raj Rajeswari Prasad Singh, of Surajpura, deserve 
favourable mention. The Subdivisional Officer of Sasaram also gives the Raja of 
Surajpura credit for endeavouring to improve the sanitation of his village. 
The administered estates in the district are the Jugdispur estates, 
we to Messrs. Thompson, Burrows, and Mylne, which are under the 
immediate management of Mr. L. H. Mylne and Mr. Ernest Mylne, where 
everything seems to be conducted in a businesslike and methodical way, and 
attention is paid to the welfare of the rai ts, who seem thoroughly contented.” 

461. In Saran the Mahggaja of Hutwa’s estate continues to be well 
ma: , and care is taken to protect the raiyats when any village is leased out. 
The Maharaja, as noticed in previous reports, is a liberal supporter of useful 
public institutions and defrays the entire expenses of three charitable dispensaries 
and a high school. His example is unfortunately not followed by the other 
leading resident zamindars of the district, The Collector states that the Chain- 
pur Babus, with the exception of Babu Damoodar Deo Narain Sin h, have shown 
no signs of endeavouring to make up their family disputes wxhich 
involved most of them and caused them to become of little account in the 
district. Rai Mahabir Prosad Sah Bahadur, of Goldenganj, makes but little 
benevolent use of his means, and is reported to be a grasping and hard landlord. 
With the exception of the two well-managed estates of. the Maharaja of 
Hutwa and of the Dowager Maharani of Bettiah, and of the properties of the 
above-mentioned landlords, the land of the district is almost entirely held by 
hundreds of petty proprietors. The Qollector remarks:—“ With regard to 
obtaining private persons public-spirited enough to come forward and 
out works of public utilitity, the outlook is becoming year by year more and 
more narrowed, ” 

462. In Champaran the management of the Bettiah estate was conducted 
with his usual ability by Mr. T. ive Gibbon, c..z. He has now been obliged 
to proceed on leave to Europe owing to ill-health, and his place has been taken 
by Mr. T. R. Lowis. Towards the end of the year the Shazada of Ramn: 
appointed Mr. Broncke as manager of his estate. ° It is too early yet to say what 
influence the new manager will have in counteracting the counsels of the y 
man’s evil advisers. The long-standing friction between the Madhubani Babu 
and his raiyats again showed itself to some extent in connection with the survey 
proceedings, but it is hoped that the new manager, Pandit Thakur Prosad, may 
be able te re-establish friend] feeling. 


464, In Darbhanga the Madhubani Babus’ affairs are in as unsettled a 
state as ever, but there has been no serious disturbance arising from them caring 
the year of report. The Collector writes:—<« I received the most cordial ai 
from the Mahuraja and all other zamindars through whose property the troops 
passed last winter. The Maharaja provided all rassad free of cost, and every 


hospitals and dispensaries at the northern end of the town of Darnanga, besides 
several other dispensaries at villages in the interior, is well known to Govern- 
ment. I have already brought to the favourable notice of Government the 
munificence of Rai Ganga Prosad Singh Bahadur in making a handsome dona- 
tion of over Rs. 18,000 to the Darbhanga Munici ity for the construction and 
fitting out of a new dispensary: and hospital at ia Sarai. The hospital 
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XXXVII—GENERAL REMARKS. 
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467. Advances are made under the personal supervision of Mr. Mylne and 
his brother, and only after careful consideration of the borrower's separate 
rent-accounts, of his character for steadiness, and the likelihood of 
hie bemg able within a reasonable time to repay ‘the loan. Enquiries are also 
made)as to the man’s other debts, and it is a‘ strict rule that no account is 
opened with any tenant who has an 
whose debts are in any way unadjusie 
case, and the debtor is a good and deserving raiyat, Mr. Mylne not unfrequent- 
settles the mahajan’s account and transfers it to his own books, in the hope 
at the cultivator, with proper encouragement, will in time recover himself; 
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an from his estate; or, where this has not beer 
so, in causing him to reduce his rate of interest to that charged by the bank. 
He seems to doubt, however, whether the ultimate result of this will 
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i holt strong tendency among the cultivators “to look upon their occupancy 


88 a source of infinite credit and a, bank to be drawn upon at will,” 


EXOAVATIONS ON THR SITE OF ASOKA’S CLASSIC CAPITAL oF PATALIPUTRA, 


_ 469. During the year of report the excavation of “J agupta’s Hermit- 
age Hill” (Chhotti-Pahari) and of the “Fine Residuary Relic Stupas” (Bara 
Pahari), the sites of which had previously been identified by Dr. Waddell, was 


Officiating Collector, Mr. Inglis :— 
“The work was commenced at the end of October 1894, the Sadar 
go being: placed in charge, A trench 12 fect wide was dug directly 
northwards into. the Bara Pahari, When nearing the centro of tho hill, this’ 
trench was widened, and when the excavation had been carried down to 46 feet 
the work was stopped. In the course of the excavations nothing of interest was 
d, The hill is, composed of brick rubble. In fact: the excavation would 
umost, make one. believe that. the place had been a vast kiln, Subsequently 
Mr. O’Donnell decided to deepen the pit and to excavate to 40 feet. An over- 
seer was appointed, and the work of deepening, which also included ‘widening 
the whole, was commenced in February 1895. It was continued to’ middle of 
without anything of archeological interest being brought to light. 
The work at Chotti Pahari brought to light a circular wall, apparently that of 
a watch-tower. The wall is some five feet'thick, and is composed of brick tiles 
rather more. than .a.foot square by an inch ‘and a half to two inches thick. 
After excavating to twenty feet, tiled flooring of the same material was found. 
This again further was excavated to four feet, at which depth water prevented 
any further work, and the excavations at this spot were abandonod. 
“Out of one thousand rupees, the amount sanctioned by Government for 
this work, a sum of Rs. 576 has been experided.” 
470. Under the orders of Government sinee received, the excavations will 
be continued during the ensuing cold weather by the local officers in consulta- 
tion with Dr. Waddell. 


VISIT OF THEIR EXCELLENCIES THE VICEROY AND LADY ELGIN TO BIHAR. 


471. The year was signalised by the first visit ever paid to the district of 
Gaya by tho Viceroy and Governor-General of India. ‘The following account 
is taken from the Collector's report :— 

‘ “Their Excellencies the Earl and Countess of Elgin arrived on the 30th of 

and stayed at Gaya until the 2nd of April. On arrival, an address 
of welcome was presented by the Municipal Commissioners, to which His 
Excellency replied, and on the afternoon of the same day Her Excellency 


town of Gaya was illuminated, the inhabitants lighting up each his own house; 
and the outlines of the adjoining hills blazed with bonfires, Next dey the 
iceroy paid a private visit to the ‘Mahabodhi Temple at Budh Gaya. On the 
Ist of April, their Excellencies visited the city and were received with in- 
ing ceremonies by the Gayawal press at the Vishnupad Temple. In the 
evening there was a reception at which the leading residents of the district 
Reotentod an address to the Viceroy, who made an important speech in reply. 
‘he Conniees of Elgin also paid a private visit to the female wed of the Pilgrim 

Hospital. 
472. Leaving Gaya early on the 2nd April, their Excellencies arrived at 
ankipore at 10-25 A.M., where, after being met at the station by the pecan 
fel and military officers, they were presented with addresses of we come at 
€ Chajjubagh House by tho Patna Municipal Commissioners and District 


Set 


plant . 
belt sic 


% 


Per eiaerc ene: 





e 






Board, and by the Bihar Landholders’ Association, to which Bis ¥: 


5 gg In the afternoon His Excellency visited the Patua Opium Factory, 
and in the evening a reception of the principal European and native residents 
was held and a display of fireworks given. On the following day His Excel- 
lency visited the Bihar Industrial School, the Patna College, the Oriental 
ibrary and the Bankipore Hospital, and Her Excellency paid « visit to the 
Beveridge Geene) ward of the last-mentioned ivstivutron and to the “ Duchess 
of Teck’s” Zenana Hospital (not yet opened) in the Patnu City. Their Excel- 
lencios proceeded up-country by special train leaving at 10 p.m. the same 
evening. , 
473. Both at Gaya and Bankipore their Excellencies were welcomed with 
much loyal enthusiasm by the people. They were also attended during their 
stay at each place by a well turned-out escort of the Bihar Light Horse. 


VISITS OF HIS HONOUR THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR TO BIHAR. 


474. On the 2érd ae: His Honour Sir Charles Elliott, attended by the 
Hon'ble Mr. Cotton, paid a visit to Arrah and cm the municipal water- 
works on the afterncon of the same day. On the following morning the head 
works on the river Sone were visited, His Honour returning to Calcutta the same 
afternoon. 

475. In the cold weather His Honour made an extended tour from 
the 17th November until the 8rd December in the Champaran, Muzaffarpur, 
Seran, and Gaya districts, in the course of which a number of the settlement 
camps in these districts were visited and various other inspections made. 
he subdivisions of Siwan and Gopalganj in Saran, Nawada in Gaya, and 
Vihar in the Datna district, were visited, and a stay of five days was made at 
Gaya, during which the Budh Gaya Tem le, the Vishnupad Temple, and other 
objects ot interest in the vicinity, including the various public offices, were 
all in turn inspected. His Honour and La s Elliott, who accompanied him 
througtout the tour, were sang Arg received with the same per ars of loyal 
feclings and respect as were later on shown during the visit of their Excel- 
Jencies the Viceroy and Lady Elgin. 

476. Ample proofs were on all sides forthcoming to show how much these 
visits by the Heads of both the Supreme and Local Governments were appre- 
ciuted by all classes of the people. Wrapped up as they are in their own local 
affairs, they are Srbeag mf gratified at the evidence thus afforded of the 
interest teken by their Rulers in local matters and in the details of district 
aduinistrati a. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE 
_ ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE SALT DEPARTMENT 
oy... FOR THE YEAR 1894.95. 





FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.—SEPARATE REVENUE. 
Darjeeling, the \st October 1895. 
RESOLUTION—No, 642T.F. 
Reap— rir Sas . 
The of the Board of Revenue on the Administration of the Salt Department 
si) sit hy Sapte 1894-96. © ~ 
The main feature of the year has been the great increase in the importa- 
tion of.salt and in the quantity remaining uncleared at the end of the year, for 
which provision had to be made in bonded warehouses in Calcutta. ‘he chief 
administrative change has been the extension of facilities for the removal of salt 
under bond from the Government warehouses or from shipboard to warehouses 
appointed or licensed under the Sea Customs Act, or the Inland Bonded Ware- 
house Act of 1887, With this object the rules on this subject were remodelled so 
as to allow larger percentage for wastage, and to render more easy the weigh- 
ment and transport of the salt. Very small use, however, has as yet been made 
of these facilities, and the amounts bonded under the new rules were insignifi- 
cant, The Board received during the year an interesting report by Mr. Ashton 
of the Northern India Salt Revenue Department, who was deputed to enquire 
into the extent of illicit manufacture of salt on the sea-coast of Bengal, exclud- 
ing Orissa, and this subject, together with various proposals affecting the salt 
ministration, is now under the consideration of Government. 
2. The receipts and charges of the Salt Department during each of the 
last six years are shown by the Board as follows:— 
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__ This statement brings out very clearly the leading features of the salt 
trade for the last ten years. It shows side by side the progressive increase 
in the quantity of salt’ imported, and the rapid decline, broken by occasional 
fluctuations, in the manufacture of local salt. The absence of entries under 
the head Excise salt in aurungs after the year 1887-88 marks the disappearance 
of punga salt made by boiling, which at one time furnished the entire supply 
of salt for Bengal, and which lingered on under difficulties as a local industry 
in Orissa until the last licenses were cancelled a few years ago. The stock of 
salt in the golas at the close of the year was over 36 lakhs of maunds, far 
exceeding the closing stock of any of the preceding nine years. In addition 
to this stock there wore 7,02,189 maunds afloat in the port of Calcutta 
ready to be sold direct to purchasers. 
5. The combined imports into Caleutta and Chittagong show a net 
= Increase of 25,05,074 maunds, or 24°] per cent. 
pees over those of the previous year; but Chittagong 
had sgain a decrease of 83,776 maunds. This is attributed partly to the large 
stock nought forward from the previous year, and partly to the fact that the 
space available for salt in ships visiting Chittagong for the purpose of the 
export trade in rice and jute was to some extent taken up for the import of 
r ug material at rates of freight higher than salt could afford to pa 


e following statement shows the different countries and pois from 
which shipments of salt were made :— 
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«, . The increase in imports into Calcutta was mainly contributed by the 
United Kingdom, Hamburg, Ras Rawayah, Hanjam, and Bombay. The 
trade in salt from Turkish Arabian ports in the Red Sea has developed greatly 
of late years, and an officer in the service of the Turkish Government visited 
India lately with the object of extending it further. The consignments from 
Aden were reduced by heavy rains, which destroyed a large quantity of the 
salt at that port. The imports from Madras show a falling off, but the salt 
trade between that port and Calcutta has always been most uncertain. 
6. Including bombay and Madras salt cleared. free of duty in Calentta, 
pa duty was paid on 69,40,855 maunds of salt cleared 
gare asian from shi Part against 60,65,233 maunds cleared 
in the previous year, while the clearances from bond fell from 38,99,085 
maunds to 34,81,646 maunds, Four hundred miaunds of salt were cleared 
during the year for the first time from each of the newly established bonded 
warehouses at Khulna and Balasore. On the whole the total clearances of all 
kinds, including those of excise salt, rose from 99,93,712 maunds to 1,04,62,366 
maunds, Pe 
7. Deducting from the above clearances the net exports from Bengal 
3 amounting to 7,07,717 maunds, and adding 27,175 
Seeanpion etait, mauinds, being the quantity of talt made in can 
manufactorivs, the balance of salt left for consumption in Bengal during 1894-95 
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was 97,81,824 maunds, against 95 97,855 maunds in the preceding year. 
The rate of consumption per head, after allowing for a rather exces yealy ssa 
rate of increase (10-4 per mille in tho ois since last census, is sho 
as 5 seers 2 chittacks against 4 seers 15 chittacks in 1893-94. The consumption 
of the saliferous tracts, excluding Orissa, calculated on the same rate of 
increase, amounted to 5 seers 2 chittacks against 4 seers 15 chittacks in 1893-94. 
The lowest raves were in Midnapore, 4 seers 6 chittacks, Howrah and the 
24-Parganas, 4 seers 13 chittacks. In the other parts of the tract the rate of 
consumption equalled or exceeded that of the rest of the Province, The - 
-accuracy of these figures, based on the records afforded by rowamnas, has been 
discussed in a separate correspondence ‘with the Government of India, and it is 
pelioved that they possess a fair degree of accuracy, but cannot be implicitly 
relied on. The board attribute this increase to the comparative cheapness of 
salt during the year, the abundant harvest and the vigilance of the police. 
The average rate of Consumption per head in Orissa was 9°16 Ibs. against 
10°54 Ibs. in the previous year, The decrease of 1°38 Ib. is “og | accounted 
for by the fact that a quantity of Ganjam salt imported into Cuttack used 
to be forwarded thence to Sambalpur; this source of supply has now been 
replaced by Bombay salt since that bee was connected with the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway. On the other han it is known that the population of the 
Tributary Mahals, which is included in that of Orissa, is partly supplied from 
Midnapore, so that salt imported from that quarter and not credited to Orissa 
may be set against salt exported from Orissa but credited to it. 
8. The price of salt was generally lower than in the previous year, the 
Paes decrease being due to abundant supplies. The 
average wholesale price (exclusive of duty) of 100 
maunds of Liverpool salt, purchased from the ship’s side in the port of Calcutta 
fell from Rs. 77-12-11 to Ks, 60-10-6, being & decrease of Rs, 17-2-5, or 
nearly 2 annas 9 pie per maund. The average wholesale price for the whole 
Province, including duty, at the nine chief wholesale marts of Bengal 
(Appendix B) fell from Rs. 3-1 1-6 to 3-9-1 per maund, or 2 annas 5 pies per 
maund. The corresponding average based on the wholesale prices of all the 
districts in Bengal. Appendix A) fell from Rs. 3-14-83 per maund to Ks, 3-12-19— 
a decline of only 1 anna and 5 pies per maund, 80 that the retail dealers got 
the benefit of only about one half of the reduction in the price to the first-hand 
purchaser. 
_ The total imports from Madras and the Upper Provinces of duty 
Jat eahes ilies paid salt fell from 5,52,228 maunds to 4,29,120 
peptone mm maunds during the year, the decrease being due to 
the lower prices of forei salt. For the same reason the exports from Bengal 
to Assam, Northern India, and Foreign States beyond the northern border, 
rose from 10,45,767 maunds to 11,36,837 maunds, giving an excess over the 
imports of 7,07,717 maunds, against 4,93,539 maunds in 1893-94. 
10. The total number of cases in which contraband salt was confiscated, 
id, 2 ut nae a ean rae the by district, cde 
orking aws a0! ‘ to 1, nri e t , an he 
ee quantity confis 5 He das iesinsts to 295 
maunds. In Midnapore the cases were 227 against 175, but the quantities 
seized were in all cases extremely small, amounting only to 74 maunds in 1894-95 
against 6 mauids in 1893-94, In Orissa the quantities were larger, 205 
maunds, but they consisted exclusively of salt-eatth and brine, and the average 
seizure, which amounted to 15 seers, 18 equivalent therefore to only about 4 seers 
of manufactured salt. The numbar of cases instituted in the courts was 967, 
chiefly for illicit manufacture and possession, against 1,005 in 1893-94, and 988 
persons were convicted. The rewards disbursed amounted to Rs. 6,061. The 
whole question of illicit manufacture in the saliferous tracts of Bengal outside 
Orissa is now under consideration in connection with Mr. Ashton’s report. 
11, As usual, the Board devote a separate part of their report to the 
Salt in Oriesd, administration of the Salt Department in Orissa. 
bli The following table shows the consumption of salt 
during the last five years, and its rate per head of the population, an allowance 
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1894-95 ie 2,10,628 38,715 2,765,764 8,51,714 





For the first time since 1890, the Madras Administration has been 
successful in making salt in the Government factory on the Chilka Lake, 
owing to the dryness of the season, which lasted till well into Juno 1894; 
of this quantity, 38,715 maunds were sold during the year, and the Fast 
remained in stock. But here their success ended. The attempt to increase the 
consumption of licit salt was a greater failure than ever. The rate consumed per 
head reached the lowest figure attained in the last five years, and indeed tho 
lowest figure on record, being far smaller than was ever registered in any year 
when Orissa was in the charge of the Bengal Board of Revenue. And this was 
accomplished as the result of entertaining an establishment which (including 
manufacturin expenses) cost Rs, 1,54,023. The total sale of salt, 6,66,192 


would obtain less revenue than it did when the preventive work was in the 
hands of the police, These facts go to bear out the indictment preferred 
pend the M management in last year’s Resolution. _ The whole question 


will be referred for the consideration of Government of India. 
12, The thanks of the Lieutenant-Governor are again due to the Board 


for their careful supervision of the department. 
By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
H. H. RISLEY, 
Secretary to the Govt. of Bengai. 


FIRST FORECAST OF THE BHADOI OROPS IN 
BENGAL 1896, 





Tue following is published for general information, 


Rev. Depr., C. E. Bocxxann, 
The 8th October 1895, Secy. to’ the Govt. of Bengal. 


DEPARTMENT OF LAND RECORDS AND AGRI. 
CULTURE, BENGAL. 


First forecast of the bhadoi crops in Bengal, 1895 (based on 
returns forwarded in the middle of September 1895), 

Laplanatory.—The classification of crops adopted in the 
present forecast is the same as that followed in the final 
report on the bhadoi crops in Bengal 1894, except that 
bhadoi til has been shown under a separate heading, in order 
no? that complete-returns for oilseeds may be available for the 
Provincial returns of Agricultural Statistics published by this 
Department. The crops included in the appended returns 
are (1) bhadoi food crops with Separate figures for bdhadot 
» maize, millets, and other cereals and — 

idoi non-food crops with separate figures for dhadoi 











above the normal. rena HOE Ree 
~~ In the early part of the month of May the rainfall was 
abundant. During the last half of May, heavy rain fell in 
East Bengal, but in other districts the fall was less than the - 
average. For the whole month of May, East Bengal and the 
greater part of North Bengal and North Bihar received 
more than the normal fall, while West Bengal, Central 
Bengal, South Bihar, Orissa and Chota Nagpur, received less 
than the normal fall. In June, the rainfall was altogether 
abnormal, East and North Bengal received less than half 
the usual rain. In West and Central Bengal and parts of © 
Bihar, the rainfall was short, but Chota Nagpur received more 
than the normal fall, and Orissa double the normal fall. 

In July, throughout Central and Western Bengal, in 
South Bihar, except Shahabad, and in Orissa, the rainfall was 
deficient; while in North Bengal and in North Bihar the 
rainfall was in excess. In August, the rainfall in Bihar and 
Orissa was normal or a little above the normal, while in 
Bengal and in Chota Nagpur, it was less than the normal. 

In the first week of September, the rainfall was much 
below the normal in all districts of these Provinces, especially 
in East and ba ray Sa In the second week of Septem- 
ber, heavy rain fell in Kast and North Bengal ; elsewhere the 
rainfall was short of the normal. There was general rain 
during the third week of September, the falls being heaviest 
in Orissa, Chota Nagpur, Bihar and South-West Bengal. 

Floods are reported to haye done some injury to the 
bhadoi crops in Jalpaiguri, Bogra, Pabna, Dacca and Mymen- 
si 





3. Area cultivated.—The total area cultivated with 
bhadoi s during the season under review, as shown in 
the appended returns, amounts to 15,678,600 acres against 
15,920,100 aeres estimated to have been cultivated with 
bhadoi crops in 1894, ‘The decrease in area. is nominal and 
requires no explanation. The areas occupied by bhadoi food 
crops during the season under report was about 77 per cent. 
of the total bhadoi avea, dhadoi paddy. representing about 46 
per cent. of the whole. area. 

4. Character. of. the .crop.——From the appended 
statement, it will appear that taking all the bhado: crops 
together, one only out of the 45 districts of these Provinces, 
Stacie’ Nip een viz., Tippera returns a 17-anna 
Champaran, Mnzaffarpur. Purnen, TOP; 8 districts* return an 

a] and Khondmals and Hazari- arweee crop of 16 annas; 25 

i ‘ istricts return crops varying 

BE et ogy meg ee = ad, from 12 to less than 16 annas, 

Jessore, Jalpaiguri, ogra, Chitta- gnd 11 districtst show crops under 
gong and Puri. ¥ 

12 annas. On comparing these 

figures with the estimates of outturn of the crop of 1893, as 

shown in column 8 of the appended. returns, it will be seen 

that 20 districts report a better crop this year, 3 districts 


report equal crops, and 22 districts report worse crops. ‘The 





WNT RE Rae PALS tase 


general outturn of the bhudoi crops of the current year 
according to present estimates may y oSter Bis be poe | to 
be the same as that of last year, or 15 annas for these 
Provinces as a whole. © 
A separate.estimate of the jute crop has been published. 
The indigo crop, so far as regards outturn of plant, has been 
very good in Bihar and fair in ery wwe he season is 
gebexter however, to have been bad for manufacture in 
Bihar; and the outturn of indigo has probably been less 
than that of last year. - ; 
N. N. Banenser, 


Assistant Director of Land Becoris and 
(Counter ; 
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WEATHER AND OROP REPORT. 





For the week ending the 7th October, 1895.° 


Burdwan.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:22. Weather close. Rain still wanted generally, and 
condition of aman rice not good. Condition of cattle good. Fodder and water sufficient. 
Common rice sells at an average price of 16} seers per rupee. 


Midnapore.—Rainfall at Sadar 1-79, Contai 5-01. Tamluk 2°69, Ghatal 1-00. ‘Weather 
getting cooler. Prospects of aman rice favourable in Bader and Contai. More rain wanted 


- in Tamluk and Ghatal. Prices of common rice :— 


* 


Srs, 

ora ae oe ace re 17 

_ Contai so ie - oa 22 
Tamluk ren Sea os ite 16. P& zUper. 

Ghatal : .. 140 15 


24-Parganas,—Rainfall at Sadar 1°95. Weather stormy. Prospects of aman fair and 

improved by the late rain. A considerable area of paddy land in the Diamond Harbour 

subdivision remains unplanted. Harvesting of aus completed and that of jute going on. 
8 


Ploughing for igi, ae ie going on in tho Barasat subdivision. No catt -lisease, 
Fodder and water sufficient. Rice sells at— 
Srs. c. 
yond na es es 13 0 
arasat oes aes wae 16 0 
Basirbat 3 fox is 17 7 { PRP rope, 
Diamond Harbour... an 17 8 


Murshidabad, - Rainfall 0:46. Weather seasonable. Sowing of kalui going on. Jute 
still being harvested, Tyansplantation of aman finished. Sugareane and mulberry doing 
well, Fodder sufficient. Common rico sells at 16 seers a rupee. 


Khulna,—Rainfall at Khulna 7-40, Bagerhat 9°50, Satkhira 9:58. Weather hot and 
cloudy ; cyclonic on the night of Ist October. Transplantation of aman over. Harvestin of 
aus completed, and that of jute still going on in some places, No damage is reported to 
have been done to the standing crops by the pea ssl tg The rain has done immense 
good to them. Fodder and water plentiful. No ca: i Prices of common rice :— 


8rs. c. 
Sadar ae oS Mae ag Pitan a} 
Bagerhat ... ae aah ve 2) per rupee. 
Satkhira ‘ee saa 4 . 15 0 : 


jpur.—Average rainfall 1:89. Weather seasonablo. Standing crops good. Price 
of common rice 15 to 16 seers a rupee. No outbreak of cattle-disease, nor any complaint 
for fodder or drinking water. 


Rangpur. —Average rainfall 2:98. | Weather seasonable. Transplantation of aman and 
steeping of jute still going on. Sugarcane doing well. Prospects generally favourable. 
Common rice selling at 12 to 14 Seors per rupee. Fodder sufficient. Cattle-disease still 
prevailing in certain parts of the Nilphamari subdivision. 

Pabna.—Rivors falling. Jute harvest in Sadar completed, but in Sirajganj not yet 
completed. Lands beiug prepared for radi crops. Prospects of aman rice good. Fodder 
sufficient. 


Dacca.—Kainfall 3:58. Cyclone in this district on the 2nd instant. Some damage to 
huts and trees. Aman also somewhat damaged where it was in ear, but this only in 
of the district. Common rico sells at 17 seers per rupee. No cattle-disease, Fodder 
available, —, 


Chi -—Rainfall 7:40. Weather warm. Cyclone on the 2nd instant. Little 
damage to crops. ‘'ransplantation of aman nearly finished. Water and fodder sufficient. 
Rio selling at 15 seers per rupee. 


Patna.—Rainfall at Sadar 1-96, Prospoots of paddy favourable. Suthi rice being 
- Lands being prepared for radi cultivation, Condition of cattle good. Fodder 
and water sufficient. ~, Risch rice sells at 20 or 21 svers per rupee. 


Gaya.—No rain. Paddy suffering on high lands, but otherwise fairly good. Rain 


urgently required within few days. Rabi preparations begun. Price of common rico risen to 


14 seers per rupee, above average. ; 
Te —Rainfall at Motihari 0-78. Bhadoi being harvested; 14 annas outturn 
of aghani good. 




















; Darbhange— ca—Rainfall at Sadar 0°18, Samastipur 0°34, Madhubani 059. Bhrdoi hi 
nearly over. Prospects of rice favourable. Fields being prepared for rabi sc 
Prices stationary. Fodder plentiful. ie, 


pur.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Banka 1:03, Madhipura 0:29, Supaul 018. 

bright and oool at night; days still hot. Reaping of dhadoi crops continues. 
continue to be favourable. Coarse rice selling at 18 seers 16 chitaks per rupee. 
and water sufficient. No cattle-disease. Hf 


Purnea,—Rainfall 012. Bhadoi paddy and jute all out. Aghani paddy is doing well, 

but rain is badly wanted. No eattle-disoase. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice 

selling at 22 seers a rupee. : ra i 
Cuttack.—Rainfall 1:53. Weather seasonable. Beali being harvested. Sarad doing — 


well. Sowing of radi in progress. Condition of cattle good. odder sufficient. Oommon 
rice sells at— 


* 


Srs. c.. 

Sc sed xd ey me 0 

en ‘a tes ees «oe A 
Tajoor Si ne a) SO ROee ee 

Banki re 25 0 


Hazaribagh.—Rainfall at Sadar 0°38, Giridi 0°17. Prospects of rice orop generally 
fair. Rabi — in progress. ‘Cattle-disease in places. Fodder plentiful. Common rice 
selling at Sadar 18 to 16 seers per rupee and Giiridi 14 seers. 


General Summary.—There was general rain during the week exoept in parts of Bihar. 
In the eastern and central districts the rain was heavy, being accompanied by a cyclone. 
The cyclono is orted to have done but slight damage to the crops, and the rainfall was 
generally benefici Reports of the winter rice crop continue generally favourable except 
in parts of the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions, In Gaya and in Purnea districts, where 
there has been little or no rain for the last’ two weeks, more rain is needed. The bhadot 
harvest is almost complete, and the preparation of lands for the rabi ings is in progress. 
Cattle-disease is still prevalent in parts of thd Nilphamari subdivision of Rangpur. 
ice of common rice is on the whole stationary, but in Gaya it is reported to have risen 
m 17 to 14 seers per rupee. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


Revente DeparTMENT, CO. E. BUCKLAND, 
The 8th October, 1895. Secretary to the Government of Bengai. 


PRICES-CURRENT (447ALL) oF FOOD-GRAINS, FIREWOOD AND SALT IN THE 
HEAD-QUARTERS STATION BAZARS 


OF THE DIstTricrs Or BENGAL 
DURING THE FORTNIGHT ENDING THE 


80rm SEPTEMBER 1895, 





